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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 
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OLD MEN. 

YoL. IL— A 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Hercules, on his return to Thebes, finds Lvcus in possession of the 
throne, on the point of slaying his wife Megara, and his children. Hav- 
ing slain the tyrant, he is seized with madness at the instigation of 
Juno, and murders his wife and children, supposing them to be the rel- 
atives of his task-master, Eurystheus. On coming to his senses, he med- 
itates suicide ; but is comforted by the advice of Theseus, with whom 
he sets out to Athens, in order to obtain expiation. 



HERCULES FURENS. 



AjkJPHITKYO. 

Who among mortals knows not Amphitryo of Argos, the 
sharer of Jove's nuptial bed,^ he whom once on a time Alcaeus, 
the son of Perseus, begot, the father of Hercules ? Who pos- 
sessed this country of Thebes ; where the earth-born crop of 
sown heroes sprung forth, of whose race Mars preserved a 
small number, who with children of their children people tlic 
city of Cadmus.2 Hence (was) sprung Creon, son of Mc- 
naeceus, the ruler of this land. And Creon becomes the father 
of this Megara, at whose nuptials^ ei-st the whole Cadmean 
people shouted in tune with the flute, when the renowned 
Hercules conducted her into my house. But my son, having 
left Thebes, where I was settled, and this [my daughter] 
Megara, and his kindred, he chose to inhabit the Argive walls 
and Cyclopean city,'* from which I take flight, having slain 
Electryon. But wishing to alleviate my woes, and to dwell 
in his own country, he offers, as a great recompense to Eurys- 
theus for my return, to render the land safe from pests, 
whether being subdued by the goad of Juno, or under the 
influence of fate. And through the rest of his labors he 
toiled ; and at last he went down to [the house of] Hades, 
through the mouth of Taenarus, to bring the triple-bodied 

* "WoodhuU compares Plaut Amphit. v. 1, 72, " Pol me baud poenitet 
Scilicet boni dimidium mihi dividere cum Jove.'* 

* Cf. 795, InapTuv — .^;tof» og ydv tekvuv TeKvoig fiera/ieilSei. 
^ Read ic with Reiske. 

* An invertftd form of expression, for "the Cyclopean walls of the 
city of Argos.*' 
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Boomcil to Lc. Hut if yon apkcd of Eiibcpaii I>ii-phye,i' who 
trained thea tip, it: would not pmise tiiee ; for tlicre is not 
wiiere, liaving tlono any good deed, lliou couldet call lliy 
country to witnesa. Hut you iiiid fault with that all-wise 
invention, the equipmeot of archery. Listen now to my words, 
and be wise. A mnn in heavy armor ia the slave of bis 
weapons, and [joinedj with those who are in rank, not being 
■ hrwve, himself is wont to perish thi-ough the cpwardico of those 
. dose at hand; and having troken his spear, he has naught 
wherewith to ward off death from his person, having one de- 
fense alone. But ns many as possess a hand skilled in archery, 
to them there is one excellent ]>oint ; having discharged ten 
thousand arrows against othci-s, a man can defend his body, 
eo that he die not ; but standing aloolj he wards off the ene- 
my, wounding those who can see with unseen shiifte ; and ho 
does not expose his own body to tho enemy, but is on a good 
guard. Now this is wise in battle, to do tho enemy most 
harm, but to preserve one's own person, not hurrying forth'^ 
nt random.'^ These words, indeed, have a different bent to 
youre concerning the subject in hand ; but wherefore dost thou 
wish to slay these children t What have they done to thee f 
tn one thing I deem thee wise, if thou, thyself being base, 
dost fear the descendants of the best of men- But, neverthe- 
less, this is grievous to us, if wa must die for thy cowardice' 
fate which it were meet for you to suffer nt the hands 
ir betters,if Jovehad a just mind toward us. If then 
wu thyself wouldst fain possess the sceptre of this land, let 
a depart out of the land as fugitives; but do nothing by 
'"'""""t or thou wilt suffer violence when tho deity shall 
to change the gale agamst thee. Alas ! O land of 
i (for I will go against thee, uttering words of re- 
lach). Is this your defense of Hercules and his children? 
rho, coming singly to battle with all the Minyte, caused 
!!hel)es to uplift the eye of freedom. Nor do I commend 
Jce, nor will I ever endure to keep silence, from finding 
; base toward my son [that Greece], which ought to 
J for these young ones, fire, spears, arms, as a return for 

' Abiia wns one of tlie nnoit'ot nnmes of Eiibfea. > 

' Ono would rather expect ^p/nifierovc, as Mr. Burgea ramarks. 

;» (1- .g UormHnn inteqjretB, "non oonsiateiitBin extra stationem a 
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B purification of the sea^" and land, for the sake of which 
a toiled. Bui in these miitlers, cLildren, neither the city of 
the 'ITiehans nor Greece aids jou ; hut ye look to me, a weak 
friend, who am nothing hut llje sound of a tongue. For the 
strength I once possessed has left rae ; and through old ago 
my limbs rfo trembling and my strength failing. Hut were I a 
young man, and Still in possession of bodily strength, 1 would, 
snatching a sword, have made this miui's yellow locks bloody, 
so that through cowardice ho would have lied beyond the At- 
lantic hounds^' from my sword. 

CuoR. I3 it not Inio Ihal the good iimong mortals pos- 
sess an occiiaion for discoui'se, though one may be slow to 

Ltcus. Thou indeed dost speak ngainst ua with the words 
in which thou towere^t up tliyself; but I will requite thee 
evilly to return for thy words. Go, some [of ye] to Helicon, 
Eome to Parnassus' vale, and bid woodmen go and fell fugots 
of oak; and when they are borne into the city, having heaped 
wood around the altar, so as to suiTOund it,''^ burn and con- 
sume the bodies of them all, that they may learn that it is not 
the dead who sways this land, but iliat it is I, at the present 
time. But you old men, being opposed to my will, shall not 
mourn only the children of Hercules, but also the fortunes of 
your house, when it shall Buffer something, and ye shall re- 
member that ye are the slaves of my sway. 

CuoB- O o^pring of the earth, whom Mars once sowed, 
having denuded of its teeth the savage jaw of the dragon, will 
ye not upliU your slalts, the supports of your right hands, and 
make bloody the impious head of this man, who, not being 
a. Codmenn, rules over these youths, the basest of aliens ? 
But thou shalt never have mastery over me with impunity, 
nor shult thou possess what I have toiled for, laboring much 
with my hands ; but going thither from whence thou earnest, 
act the tjTant 1 for, while I am living, thou ne'er sbatt kill 
the children of Hercules ; nor is he so long bidden beneath 
the earth, having left his children. For you indeed have been 
'n of this land ; hut he, having benedled it, obtains not 
what is worthy. And am I a busy-body, because I act well 

• On the exploits of Herailca hy sea cf. Miisgrave. 
" CI HippoL 3, wiih Monk's note. 
L' ** In order to force tlie aupplinnts from tlie altar. See B& 
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10 HEHCTTLTB TTTRENP. [2G6— 306. 

towsird my deccaRcd friends at a time where there is greatest 
need of friends'? O right hand, how dost thou crave to seize 
tbe apenr ; but in thy wealinesH hast tost thy desire ! For I 
would have stopped ihee calling me slave, and I would have 
dwelt with renown in Iliis land of Tliebes, in wliicli lliou art 
rejoicing. But a cily has not good thoughts, laboring nnder 
a Hedition and evil counsels, l-'or never otherwise would it 
Lave owned tbee as its master. 

Mf.g. Old men, I commend jou ; for 'tis meet tliat friends 
tjbould entertain just indignation on behalf of their Mends. 
But do not }'e suffer aught wrathful with your masters on 
our account. But hear my opinion, Amphitryo, if I seeiu 
to thee to soy any thing [wisely^. I love my children — for 
how should 1 not love those, whom 1 bore and toiled for? — 
And to die I deem a dreadful thing. Yet do I hold that mor- 
tal foolish, who strives against the stress of necessity. But 
since we needs must die, it behooves us to die, not wasted 
away by fire, furnishing laughter to our enemies, which to mo 
is a greater evil than dealh ; for we owe much honor to our 
house. Thou indeed a fair renown in warfare liath possess- 
ed I so that 'tis not to be endured that thou shouldst die under 
the imputation of cowardice ; hut my husband, even witliont 
witness, is of such fair renown, that Le would not wish to 
save these children, having obtained a bad repute; for the 
noble ill bear to contend with baseness on behalf of their 
children,^^ and the example of my husband must not be re- 
jected by mc But consider thy grounds of hope, as far as I can 
reckon. Thou ihinkest thy son will return from below^ the 
earth. And who of the dead has ever returned from Radesl 
But [perhaps thou liopestj that wo mny soften this man witli 
entreaties. By no meiins ; it behooves one to avoid a froward 
' enemy ; but to yield to the wise and well trained ; for mora 
easily, oflering friendly words, will you meet with pily. And 
already it has occurred to me, whether we could obtain a 
commutation of the fule of tliese children to exile.'''-'' But this 
nlso is sad, to invest one's self with safety together with pitiable 
poverty ; since tliey say that the faces of hosts present but for 

" " pTobra rrore ferunt pro iiberis pTnpiignaiilcs, igiliir qiiie in llbe- 
rot Gongeruntar. MAirmf. 
" ya!a{ Cirep, Doeb. Dikd. 
" Litprolly, "beg offciile." 
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a plunsant look fo 
I, which nevertheless 
DCss, old iDUn ; for wbt 
misfortunes sent \>y the Gkxla, is 
what must be, no one will ever 



ve frienJs.^'' EnJiire witli ub 
thee. 1 call upon ihy nolile- 
eagor to try to osnipe trom 
n hia eiigcrnpsa t'oolish. For , 
that it must not be. 



Choh. If anj one had insulted thee while my b 
strong, he would easily have ceased. But now we are naught ; 
and 'tis for thee henceforward to consider how thou wilt en- 

Iiure thy fortunes, Amphitryo. 
I Ampii. Neither cowardice nor the desire of life Jiinders me 
Bom dying; but I wish to preserve tlio children for my son. 
But I seem vainly to de^re impossible things. 8ee, this neck 
m ready for the sword, to pierce, to slay, to hurl down from 
I rock. Bnt grant us one favor, O king, we beseech tbee. 
kill roe and thi» wretched woman before the children, that 
we may not behold (accursed sight!) the children breathing 
their last, and calling upon their mother, and their mother's 
father. But do the rest, as yuu have the will; fur we have 
no defense, so as not to die. 

Me(}. And I beseech thee to add a favor to this favor, that 
you, being one, may render us both a double office. Do thou, 
having opened [the doors of j the house, permit me to put upon 
the children the ornaments of the dead, (for we are now shut 

kout,) that they may obtain this at least from the house of their 
.■ire. 
Lto. These things shall be. I bid the domestics open the 
Imlts. Going within, bedeck yourselves; I grudge not gar- 
ments. But when ye have thrown the garments round your 
bodies, I ivill come to you, and give [you] to the nether world. 
Meg. cliildrcn, follow the hapless step of your mother 
into your ancestral dwelling, where others possess our sub- 
stance, though our name is siill in existence. 

A»PH. O Jove, truly in vain have I possessed thee for a 
partner in mj nuptials, and in vain indeed have I been called ■ 
the father of thy son.^'' But thou wast certainly less a Iriend 
than thou didst seem. T, being u mortal, surpass in virtue ' 
thee, a mighty God. For I did not lietray the children of 

" Sco llattliis. 

" Tlio common readinf: is hopeless, and T have therefore translated 
Reiske's emendation, irai.iioc aoi yovcvq tKX^a/itpi, which Dindurf seenu 
to approve. 
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Hercules. But thou knewest how to come stealthily to the 
tnptial bcJ, taking another maji's wife with no oiit's permis- 
n 1 but knowest not how to preserve thy friends. Thou 
tSt some ignorant God, or not "by nature wise. 

CiiOB. jElinon! sooth in joyous song^* does Phoebus shont, 
■" ig quickly with golden quill the Bweet-stringed lyre. Hut 
I would fain celebrate with praise him who lias gone into the 
Slooin of earth and the shades, whether I may style him sfln 
Bf Jove or Amphitryo, as a reward for his labors. But the 
Htlor of noble toils is a glory to the dcud. Firi^I, indeed, ho 
i the [Nemean] wood of Jove from the lion, and having 
't athwart Ids shoulders, he covered his auburn locks 
li the terrible yawning jaws^' of the tawny monster. And 
yith his deadly arrows he wounded erst the mountain-rang- 
Ig race of the wild centaurs, destroying them with his wing- 
S shoAs. Feucius, with its beauteous eddies, was conscious 
i [bis prowess],^" and the wide unfruiled fields of the plains, 
jnd the Peliaa knolls, and the neighboring caves of Omulic, 
1 whence arming their hands wilh pine-trees, they sub- 
bed the hind of the Thessalians in onslaughts with hoi'se. 
1 having slain the ^oldon-honicd dappled hind, that rav- 
1 the fields, he made it a prize-olfering to the Goddess 
if CEnoe^' that delights in hunting. And he mounted the 
■ suiot of Diomede, and tamed hia steeds with the hit, who, 
I their bloody mangers unbridled, gorged wilh jaws their 
y food, at the table accursed by banquets of men's Hesh. 
t he drove them across f to the bankf '^ beyond the silver 

I •• Hermann oppositely Pompsrea Athen. liy. p. 61 B, o. Siwof ii koI 

Tlivof, oil liovoff hi ircrOeaiv, liXld tai eit" cvruxd ^uo/lTrp, kotiI tUv 

BvwiriJi^. Perhaps by IXaavuv va sbuulil raLlicr utiijerstalid tlie 

i^pid pasaing uver the Btringa in ni-peggio movGUients. So in Latin 

"eroorranB'* ia uaei 

* Rather a bold phraso. signifying that tlie hea<] bung from bis 

milder, over which the skin wna thrown, mifionu ia uaed to qaali^ 

U It clearly refoi'a to the «o1or of the skin. 

" This must mean that Pelieins and ita neigliborbood was the scena 
rtliia victory. See Muagrave. 
' " Mans. See Heeyoh. a. v. Olnjdri; 'ApTc/iic. 

" ajffni/iaMatthia'a correction for (i^^ftiv, but is totally inopplicftblo 
. die aeaw. IKndarf wonld read /lojfiim wilh Uuagrave, nnd cliann 
mlpaaai into HhipaU or l^citpaeae. 1 have some donbts whutUer tha 
'd reading may not be retained, aimply changing ipyvpoppirav 'B^par 
*« tbe genitive, with Elmsley on Med, 831. 
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etream of Heliriia, toiliDg for tlie Hyi'cniun lyranl, along Fe- 
Hoii's Hlrnnd by ihe mouth of Anmu'os. And he put to death 
Cyi'iius, Ibe murderer of hb guestt:, tlio utiHocial inhabitant 
of Auphanwa ; and ho went to tlio tiarmonioiis nymphs and 
the IlesperiuD retreat, in order to pluck with his hand the 
golden fruit from the apple-heiiring lioughs,^^ having alain the 
ewarthy-haekcd dragon, who, wreathing his vast orhs around 
[the tree],-" kept guard. And he entered the reeesses of the 
ocean deep, forming a calm for mortals-''' with his oors, and 
beneath the midward scat of heiiven he plied his hnndB, com- 
■Dg to the house of Atlas, and hy his might lie supported the 
fltarry-visaged dwelling of the Gods.^'' And through the 
waves of the Euxine he came to the equestrian host of the 
AmoEons, around Mieotis of many streams, (assembling every 
mop of friends from Greece,) pn quest of] the gold-decked 
vestment of the robe of the warlike girl,'^' the deadly hunting 
after the belt [of Mara], Hut Greece received the glorious 
spoils of the barbarian moid, and treasured them up at My- 
ceiiiB. And the murderous dog of Lerna, with its ten thou- 
sand heads, the hydra, he burned up, and plied on all sides 
■with the darts with which he bIctv the triple-bodied herdaman 
of Erytheio.^^ And through the prospering honors of other 
courses ho ran. Ho sailed into tearful Hades, as an end of 
his toils, where wretched he concludes his life, nor has he re- 
lumed again. And liis house is bereft of fricndsi the bark 
of Charon awaits the godless, unjust journey of his diildrcn 
from life, [a journey] trom whence there is no return ; and 
the house looks to the hand of you who are absent. £ut if I 
wore young in strength, and brandished the spear in war, and 
[such were] my fellow-youths of the Cudmeiaus, I would have 
stood forth to the aid of thy children. But now I am desti- 
tute of happy youth, liut [I must cease}, for I perceive these 
persons hearing the garments of the dead, yea, the sons of once 
mighty Hercules, and his dear wife leading along lior children 

" Xpiecov — /tflio^pww, WiKtF. Dino. 
•" See Matthifo. 

**!.«. exploring the yet unvi^itcJ I'ecesses of Gadce. 
" Cf. Ion, I aq. 

" Uippolita, i^ucen of tbeAniazoos. There is much awkwardness 
in the nest liacs. 
•• Geryon, 
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inJ the aged s 



! of Herculea. Unhappy 
Jiy longer the aged fount- 



at El sloiv pate,^'* i 
me ! how unnblu a 
ain of tears from mine eyes ! 

Mbo. Well then! who is the priest? who the butcher of 
tlieso hapless [chililrcn] 1 or who ia the destroyer of the life 
of wretched me? These victims are ready to bo conducted 
to Hades. O children, we are led along, a yoke of dead 
not seemly, we together the old, the young, nnd mothers. 

hiipless fate both of myself and these children, whom, for 
the last time, I behold with mine eyes. I bore you, indeed, 
but I have trained you up as a scoff, and joy, and victim for 
enemies. Alas ! in {("uth, tny hopes [frustratedj have cast 
me far down from the expectation which I once entertained 
from the words of your father. For to thee,"' indeed, your 
deceased futher allotted Argos, and thou wast about to dwell 
in the house of Eurystheus, having sway oi'cr the fruitful 
Pelasgian land ; and he threw around thine head the robe of 
the savage lion, wherewith himself was wont to he equipped. 
But thou wert {to be) the king of the chariot-loving Thebes, 
poasessiDg the fields of my land for an inheritance, aa thou 
liadst persuaded" him who begat thea And in thy right 
hand he placed the mace of defense, the deceitful gift of Dae- 
dalus.'* But to thee he promised to give CEchnlia, whicU be 
once Inid waste with his far-dartiug shafts. And you, being 
three in number, with threefold empire did your fatlier tower 
up, entertaining high thoughts through his manliness. But 

1 was selecting the choicest brides [for youj, about to form 
ftllianeea, both from the land of the Athenians, and Sparta, 

a Thebes; that, being fastened by cables from the stem," 
ye might have a happy life. But these things are no more; 

" Literally, "baneatli her off-yoked feet." IlermBcin observea: "pro- 
«fli3it Megftru filiis earn titrinqae circa mediiini nnrpua BrnpIexnoUhnB, 
' et itA ab ea pendsntibllB, ut pedea ejiu prc^redientea eoa reluotaiitca 
hdh nttrahere, siaut eg u i ju galea, viderentur." 

*' The three sons of Ilereulea. ivere TlierimacliDa, CreoDtiudea, and 



Tliebti." Elublkt. 

*' Tliero ia little aatiafaction in tlia interpretstiona of tliia pasBage. I 
believe that nllusiun u made to some obsolete traditioii. 
^ ntetophar from a vessel Kding at ancbor in saTety. 
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r fortune changing has given to you in their sle-nd llie Faica 
B brides ; but to me my tears are [in place iil' noptiol] lave- 
ments, unhappy in my thoughts ! But this, your grandBire, 
celebrates your nuptial feast, deeming Iladea, your father-in- 
law, a bitter alliance. AJaa '. which of you first, which last, 
shall I press to my breast? To which shall I join my lipsf 
Whom shall I take hold of? How, iike some brown-wingetl 
bee, might I collect the groans from all, and, joining them in 
one, emit one collected tejtr [for all] ! O dearest Hercules, 
if any one of the dead can hear a voice in Haiiea, to thee I 
speak these words. Thy father and thy children are dying, 
and I perish, I, who was once called happy among mortals, 
on thy account. Aid me, come, and, though but a sliade,'* 
appear to me i for sufficient wilt thou be, if thou comest ; for 
dastards are these, who sJay thy children, compared with 

Ampii. Do thou, indeed, O woman, make propitious'* the 
powers below. But I, stretcliing forth my hands to heaveu, 
implore thee, Jove, if thou wilt afford any aid to these chil- 
dren, to suecor, since thou wilt soon be of no avail. Aiid ycl 
thou haat oft been called upon. I toil in vain ; for there is 
necessity, as it Beems, for me to die. But, O ye old men, the 
time of life [left you] is siuaU ; but pass this as pleasantly as 
you can, grieving not from day to night. For time, indeed, 
knows not how to preserve our hopes, but, having accomplish- 
ed his own purpose, flies away. Behold me, who was an ob- 
ject of regard among mortals, doing things of renown ; but 
fortune hath taken [all] from me, like a feather into the air, in ■ 
a single day. But to whom great wealth and glory are finn, 
I know not. Farewell ; for ye, old men, behold a f'rienil now 
for the last t' 

. Alas I O old man, do I behold what is dearest to □ 

E what shall I say? 
xpa. I know not, daughter ; but want of speech p 

K likewise. 

k 8*a my note on Soph. (EiL Col. p. 87. n. 2, ed. Bnhr 

1> BiDdorT candcmna these liaca aa Bpurionj, 

iy are tnme boyood endurance. 

'' Such Barely must be tlici aenao, but cirpeir^, 
Plbe words to expross it I think with Mu^i 
fcrd wanted, or rather n-pra/iCT?, which would i 
" into the commoa reading. Baet'* '''' — "■■" 
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heard was lieuealli the earth ; 

lie drt;am in Ehe light of duy. 
of di'eams in nij' madness do 
n. HithCTj my 
omc, hasten, do 
ifcrior Jo savior 



Mec. Ilerp is he who 
wless, indeed, wo beliold 
"Tiat do I say l What 
^'Bee? This is no other than thy son, old 
bildren, bang from your father's garments 
U>t let go; sinee this man is for you iiaugh 
[Sove. 

IlEKCcr.Ea- O hail, thou dwelling, and thou Teatibule of my 
:, bow willingly do I behold you, coming back into ihe 
! Ha! what is this? I behold my cbildi'on in front of 
the bouse with tbeir heads decked witli the habiliments of the 
lead, and, amidst a crowd of men, my wife, and father weep- 
ing for some calamity. Come, let me learn, coming nigher to 
these, wbnt new event has befallen this house. 

Amtii. O dearest of men, O thou that comest a light to thy 
jrire, art thou come? Art tliou saved, coming to thy friends 
it the very crisis'! 
Herc. "What sayest thou? Into what tumult, father, aro 

Meg. We are undone. But do thou, old man, foi^ivo me, 
if I have first snatclted up the words wliieh it were meet that 
you should speak to this one ; for womankind is somehow 
more pitiable than males, and my children arc as dead, and I 
am perishing. 

Hekc. Apollo! witfi what preludes dost thou begin thy 
speech! 

Meg. My brothers and my aged sire are dead. 

IIerc. How sayest thou? Having done what, or encoun- 
tering what spear 'i 

Meg. Lyeuf, the renowned, forsooth,''' king of this land, has 
undone them. 

. Meeting them with arms, or when the land was in 

Border? 

. Ay, by a revolt he holds the seven-gated Cadmus. 
. Why then did fear come upon thee and the old 

as about to alay thy father, and myself, and 
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I'HEiiC. Wbat sayest thoul "Wly fearing tlic orpliuti Btiito 
if my children 1 

L SkG- Lest they should ever avenge the death of Creon. 
I Herc. But why is there this adornment of robes Imfitting 

fl dead 1 
I Meg. We arc clad just now in these vestments of death. 
I Hekc. And were ye about to die by violence ! O wretched 

L Meg. Destitute of friends ; and wo heard that thou wnet 

|»d. 

I Herc. But whence came this despondency upon you ?■ 

r Meg. The heralds of Eurystlieua brought these tidings. 

u Hkrc. And wherefore left ye my housfi and hearth 1 

IUeg. Thy sire, indeed, was dragged by force from hia 
□. couch. 

Hekc. And had he [Lycus] no compunction in insulting 
^looldman? 

, Meo. Compunction, forsooth, dwells far away from this 
Toddes-sl'S 

Hgrc. But in my absence waa I thus destitute of friends? ■ 

Meg. Ay, for who are fiicnds to the unfortunate man ? 

Hetc. And did they disregard the battles which I sus- 
tained against the Alinyie. 

Meg. Friendless (as I may toll thee again) Is misfor- 

. Will ye not caat away these deathly fillets of your 

^ and look upon the light, seeing ye behold with your 

I a pleasing exchange for the darkness below 1 But I 

y there is work for my hand) will first go, and upturn 

B of the new tyrant, and having cut oft' hia impious 

I, wUl cast it to be dragged by dogs ; and as many of the 

leians as I have found base, having suffered well at my 

1, with this victorious weapon will I subdue ; but dis- 

■mng others with the winged shads of my bow, I will fill 

Ismenas with the gore of the dead, and the white stream 

I^Dirce shall be stained with blood. For to wJiom shonld I 

Uher bear aid than to my wife, and children, and aged sire 1 
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Farewell lo my liibora ; 
' er than tliuae [near 
r defense to die, sit 
their fathet^s account ; o 
battle with the hydra ai 
theua'! and bIiuU I not 



Tor vainly did I accomplish them 
T duties]. And it behooves me in 
ce they [were about to perish] on 
r liow shall I call it noble lo come to 
id the lion at the mission of Eurys- 
ag'ainst the death of luy children? 



shall I not be calkd Hcrculc*, tlie renowned for victory, a 
before ? 

Chor. It is just that parents should aid their children, and 
an aged sire, and the pai'tner of their nuptials. 

Amph. 'Tis thine, O son, lo be a friend to friends, and to 
Late enemies. But do not be too hasty. 

IIerc:. But what of these matters is moro hasty than ia 
, meet, sire ? 

Ahph. The king has many aUic.=i, poor, but seeming rich 
' by report, who liavo raised a sedition, and ruined the city, in 
order to plunder their neighbors, for through idleness their 
. goods at home are spent and gone in extravagance. Thou 
must have been perceived as you entered the city ; but since 
you have been perceived, beware, lest, having assembled to- 
getlier your enemies, you fall contrary lo your opinion. 

Hero. I care not if all the city saw me. But ba%ing be- 
held a certain bird in an ill-t»oding seat, I guessed some ca- 
lamity had befallen the house, so that wifli forethought I 
enlered the land by sleallh. 

Amph. It was well done. Approach now, and salute the 

hearth with reverence, and grant to thine iinceslral halls to 

behold thy face. For tlio king himself will come to drag 

1 away and murder thy wife and children, and to slay me also. 

L- But all will take place, if you remain here, and thou wilt gain 

L by not stumbling. But'" do not disturb thy city, my son, be- 

'ore you have set Ibis aright. 

H'EHC. I will do this, for you ad\ iso well ; I will go within 
^^e house. And returning after a eeason from the gunless re- 
s of Hades nnd Cora beneath, I will not neglect first to 
(Wtlule the Gods wilhin the roof 

Amph. For didst thou, son, really go into the dwellings of 

. Ay, and I dragged the three-lieaJed beast up into 
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Amph. Having overcome liim in conflict, or by a gift from 
the Goddess"? 

Herc. In battle ; but I was blest in having seen the orgies 
of the mystics. ^^ 

Amph. Is the beast then in the house of Eurystheus? 

Herc. The grove of Chthonia^^ ^nd the city of Ilermion 
possess him. 

Amph. And does not Eurystheus know that you are re- 
turned above the earth *? 

Herc. He knows it not, [for I did not tell him,]^^ ju order 
that I might first come and learn matters here. 

Amph. And how wast thou so long a time beneath the 
earth ? 

Herc. I tarried in order to bring back Theseus from 
Hades, sire. 

Amph. And where is he? Has he gone to the plain of 
his country land*? 

Herc. He has gone to Athens, gladly escaping from the 
nether world. But come, follow your father into the house, ' 
O children. Far fairer is your entrance than your departure. 
But be of good cheer, and do no longer let drop the stream 
from your eyes. And do thou too, O lady mine, collect your 
spirits, and cease from trembling, and let go my robes ; for I 
am not winged, nor have I wish to escape from those dear to 
me. Ah ! they will not quit their hold, but cling so mucli 
the faster to my garments. Were ye so near upon the edge 
[of death ?] I will then take and lead these with my hands ; ; 
like a ship will I tow these little boats. And sooth I disdain 
not the care of my children. All things among men [in this 
respect] are equal. Both the better class of mortals love their 
children, and they who are of no account. But in wealth they ' 
are different: [some] have, some not. But all the race [of 
mortals] is child-loving. 



*' Either the Eleusinian, in which Hercules was initiated before his 
descent to Hades, or the mysteries celebrated among the dead. See 
Musgrave. 

" L e. Ceres. This temple was near the chasm through which Her- 
ftules descended. 

*' "Before IvOj wf, etc. words are often omitted, which can be easily 
•understood, as Ion, 950, 6 ircug 6h ttoO 'artv ; Iva ci) firjKeT* yg unaiCt 
qiiod qusero, ne tu amplius prole careas." Matibim. 
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', but age ever lies upon my head, 
1 rocks of -3itna, dimming mine 



* 



CuoR. Youlh ia dear to ir 
a. heavier burden t\ 
(^elida with sable i 
wealth of an Asiatic empire, nor houses filial with gold, to 
take in preference to youth, that is fairest \a wealth, and 
fairest too in poverty. But dull and deathly age I abhor ;" 
and may it perish in the waves ; and would that it might never 
viait the dwellings and cities of mortals, hut let it ever be 
borne through the air on wings. But had the Gods possessed 
counsel and wisdom, as regards mankind, they would have 
'bestowed a twofold youth, an evident mai'k of virtue, upon 
Bach as shared it ; and after dying they would have returned 
i^ain by a second course into the light of thesun ; hut bstse- 
neaa would have possessed a single term of life ; ond by this 
means it would have been possible to distinguish the bad and 
the good, equally well as the numbering of Ihe stars amid the 
clouds ia [a guidej to eailors. But now no certain distinulion 
is given by the Gods to tlie good or bad; but revolving time 
incrcosea wealth alone. I will not cease mingling the Graces 
with the Muses, a roost pleasant union. Kever may I live 
without music, and over may I be among the crowns [of 
poeLsJ. Still, indeed, do I, an aged bard, celebrate Mnemoa- 
yne, still do I aing^= the renowned victory of Hercules, both 
with Bromius the giver of wine, and amid the music of the 
seven-st ringed lyre and tho Libyan pipe, I will not put a 
stop to the Muses, who made mo to dance. The Delinn 
girla, indeed, hymn a pa;an, wrealbing^^ around the gates tho 
graceful dance in honor of tlie noble son of Lutono. And 
paeans too, at thy house, [O Hei-culos,] will I, an aged bard, 
shout from my hoary clieeliS, swan-likej for there is a good 
subject for song, " the son of Jove." For he, having suiv 
pa^ed much £in the virtues]''' of nobleness, has rendered the 
hfe of mortals tranquil, having destroyed tbe terrors of mon- 
sters. 

" a SLulcapeare's 



'As tlie Attic rutiira of deiia is uclao/iai, 1 havo taken Elmsley'l 
L itiJu, with Dindorf, instead of ieiau. 

'' For the coustrnction ef. J[ili. Aui. 1489, MaeeT' 'ApTi/itv. 
'' Tyrwhitt supplies upcral; to conipEutu tliu virau and sense. 
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Ampliitiyo, thou coniest out from the houBO seasor- 
ily; for it is now a long time since yo were decked aa to 
your body with gurmenis and the adommentB of the deaJ. 
Jtut come, bid the children and wife of Hcreulea appear out- 
side this dwelling, at wbich ye hut'C undertaken to die ttcU- 
called [to the act]. 

Amph. king, thou persecutest m 
eiUy, and Bcofiest with insolence at 
die, in which matters it were'''' meet. 
power to have a haste with moderal: 
upon ns the necessity of dying, 
do what aceniB to ihee. 

Lyc. WLcre then is Megara 



wlio have fared wrcU?h- 
Qine who are about to 
IB though thou hof^t tlie 
a. But since you press 
needs must acquiesce and 

the children of 



AuPH. I think she ia, to 



gue 



Where a 
;s from what is at the door- 



Lrc. What thing bust Ibou a 
AiipH, — sitting as a suppliai 
cred hearth. 

Lyc. Vainly, forsooth, beseeching [the Gods] 



i-idence of this opinion? 
it the low floor of the-sa 



, And vainly does she call upon her deceased hus- 

lil.YC- He is not present, and will never come. 
.Aupii. Never, unless, indeed, some God shall raise him up. 
JjYC, Go to her, and lead her out from the house. 

. Doing so, I should be im accomplice in her mui-dor. 
"IiYC. Since you have this scruple, we, who are free from 
'fear, will cause the children to pass out with their mother. 
Hither follow, attendants, that joyfully we may recreate our- 
selves with rest^" from toils. 

Amph. Go then ; but thou art wending the way that is 
fated, but the rest will, perhaps, be the care of another; and 
expect that, doing ill, thou wilt suffer ill. O ye old men, at a 
lucky hour the consummate villain steps along ; but he will 
be inclosed in the sword-set ambush of nets, thinking to slay 

" By simply reading Ixpfiv fur i! xp^" ^^ ""^y S^^ '''d of » confnaed 

EUCtioD. GEOUQE BltBGES. 
lattbis e^lnins the construction thus: " idem est acsi dixjEset u; 
V tlvm iroKui', cunalructioue siuiili ti, q^iiffi iiifm eel I07a" 
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[ may see him fall a corse, for 
wLo pays the penalty for 



otherB. But 1 will go, Ih&t I 

I lliere is pleasure in a dyii: 
the deeds he has done. 

CuoB. There is a chiingc fi-om trouble!^. He who wob erst 
a mighty king, in luro descends lo Hades. O justice, and llic 

* changing tide of the Gods. Thou art come at length, where 
dying thou wilt pay tho penalty, having scoffed with wanton- 
ness at thy hetters. My joy gives forth the gushing tears. 
In turn have come tho events which the king of this land 
never, in his miud, expected to suffer. But, O old man, let 
ua inspect matters within the house, whether some one iaiai^ 



ing 



s I wish. 



Lvc. (fivm icitlmi) All la^ \ ah me! 

Ciioit. This strain, pleasant for me to hear, has commenced 
in the house. Death is not far off. The king with groans 
cries out the prelude of glaughter. 

Ltc, {from within) O all thou land of Cadmus, through 
troaeheiy I am destroyed. 

CiiOB. For thou hast destroyed [others]. Kul, paying n 
peoMlty in return, endure it, giving satisfaction for thy deeds, 
, Who, being a mortal, befouling the Gods by lawlessness, has 
cast fortli fond words against the blest powers of heaven, 
that the Gods have no power^ To eldcre, that impious man 
is now no more. The house is silent ; let us turn ourselves 
' to dances, for Ibc friends, whom 1 wish, are prospering. 
Dances, dances, and banquets ore [now] the care through the 
holy city of Thebes j for a change from tears, from mischance, 
a change has brought forth songs. The new king is no more ; 
but the former bears sway, baring quitted, forsooth, the port 
of Acheron, and hope has come beyond expectation. The 
Kiods, the Gods take care to regard deeds unjust and lo hear 
the holy. Iticlies and good fortune carry morlals away from 
right thoiighls, bringing on [unjust]"" power. For no one 
I ventures to contemplate the vicissitudes of time," having 
Ik transgressed law, and giv^n joy to lawleSEness ; and he breaks 
^ the dark chariot of wealth.'- O Ismenus, be thou crowned 

" uiiKW 14 condemned by llerinaQii. 
" So DindorC 

" llernjtina refere Kc?.aii'dv "o<J Bcclera." Bnmcsgivfs eouic other 
r biicilul explnniitiona. 1 inyBelf am Karcdy aatisGed ultli the sense or 
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with garlands, and ye woU-built strccls of the seven -gated 
city, and thuu fail- Dircc, wilh lovi'ly slrcarasi, and yo dau;!li- 
tere of AsopuB, quUliug the waWrs of your aire, [and] • * * 
ye feUow-niinstrel oymphs, come [to] the^^ glorious and vic- 
lonous contest of Hercules. O thou well-wooded rock of 
I'ythius, and yc dwellings of tlie Muses of Helicon, come*' 
with well -rejoicing sound to my city, ray walls, where appear- 
ed the race of men sown, a biinJ of men with brazen shields, 
who repeaplcs the land with children's children, a sacred 
liglit to Thebes. yo twain partners of the nuptial bed, of 
one born of a mortal, and of Jove, who came into the bed of 
the hride sprung frotn Ferseus j''^ for hitherto, O Jove, thy 
union [with her] did not appear worthy of belief according to 
my expectations,"^ but time has clearly shown forth the prowess ' 
of Hercules, who has emerged fronf the chambers of the earth, 
quitting the netlier house of Pluto. Thou bust been, in my 
opinion, by birth a mightier sovereign than a king of de- 
generate race ! which exhibits [for us] lo behold the strife of 
sword-bearing contcalp,"' if justice yet pleases the Gods. Ah ! 
ah ! Old men, have we fallen into the same panic of fear ? 
\Vliat phantom do I behold above the house? In flight, in 
Ifight lift up thy taJ'dy toot ; hasten out of the way. Sovereign • 
king of lleuling, mayest thou be to me the avertcr of evils. 

[Enter Ikis and Madsess.] 

Ibis. lie of good cheer, old men, beholding this Madness 

hero, the offepring of Nigbt, and myself. Iris, the servant of 

the Gods ; for we are come not as a bane to the city, but arc 

making war against the house of one man, who they say is 

*' By inserting koI befuro aavaaiioi end 'f (?f) before rrV we raiij IB- 
cover botii tlie BensB nnJ metro. G. B. 

" JJKtr', £. Dludorf. — But as the d wellinga of the Mnaea nt Llie Hcli- 
con -vera not like "the ISirnam wood tliat came to DuusLDBD(]"~it lb 
eiidaiiC that Hiiere and ^tere are eqaivlly nuiateUiglbie. G. B. 

" Peraeaa was the father of Elactryo, whose daueiiter Aleiiiena wns. 

" The coLBtruotion appesra to be (if rb naX. ioif—oHneiitlg, vp to 
thu tim', rb ahv W^of oix ifdv^ mmav /loi iTfii.w'iSu This u followed 
by an npodosis alniost Pimiario in iU abroptnesB, The regalnr aeuae 
woald httYo required, "hut time shows tbat Harcules waa really thy 
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epruog from 3o\q. nnd Alcmena. For before he had brought 
his bitter toils to an end, late preserved him ; nor did liis 
fulher Jove allow either myself or Juno ever to do him harm. 
But since he has gone through the labors of Kuiystheus, 
Juno wishes to sttun him with fresh bloodshed, by slaying hia 
children, and I wish it too. But come, collecting thy relent- 
less heart, thou unwedded daughter of black Night, and ui^ 
on, excite mndnc^ in this man, and ehild slaying disturb- 
nnces of reason, and leaping? of his feet; let go thy cable of 
blood ; so that, having sent his crown formed of beauteous 
children down to the feixy of Acheron by his own murderous 
hand, he may learn of what kind is the wrath of Juno and of 
myself against him. In Irutli the Gods will be of no account, 
but mortal things great, if he pay not a penalty- 

Madness. Of a noble sire and dame am I sprung, from 
Night and from the blood of Cffilus. ISut I have tliis credit, 
not to be held in honor by fi-iends, nor am I pleased at going 
against the friends of men. And I would fain admonish 
Juno and you, before I see you err, if you will be persuaded 
by my words. This man is n ot obscure either upon the eartli, 
or among the Gods, against whose house you arc sending me; 
but, having civihzed nn inaccessible country and a savage sen, 
he alone htts msed up the honors of the Gods, which had 
fallen by the hands of impious men ; so that I do not advise 
you to wish for great mischicfe. 

Iris. Do not thou advise about the plans of Juno and 
myself. 

FiESD. I am turning you to the best track instead of the 
badcHie. 

Ikis. The wife of Jove t!id not send thee hither to show 
thy wisdom. 

Fiend. I call the sun to witness that I am doing what I 
deare not to do. But if I m ust needs be subservient to Juno 
and thee, I must follow swiftly and with a rush, as dogs do a 
huntsman, — I will go ; nor is a sea groaning with billows, nor 
nn earthquake and the thundfr-chip lirealhing out acute pain, 
BO violent, as I will rush with racing speed against the breast 
of Hercules, And I will break down the dwelling, and in- 
vade the house, having first caused him to slay his children ; 
but the sinyer shall not know that ho is killing the children 
Whom he begat, before Ihat he ceases from my madness. See, 







e'en now he shakes his head [standing] at tlic barriers,** and 
silence i'oIIr Iiie distraught scowling eyes. And lie has no 
command over his breathings, ^ut, like a bull [prepared] for 
the onslaught, he bellows dreadfully, invoking the Fates trom 
Tartarus. Quickly will I rouae thee more to the dance, and 
give the music [rife] with terror. Away, Iris, to Olympns, 
lifting in mid air your noble fcot: but we will enter unseen 
the abode of Hercules. 

CiiuK- Woe, woe, groan, O city ; thy flower ia cropped, the 
SOD of Jove. Hapless Greece, that wilt lose thy benefactor; 
thou wilt destroy him, driven in the dance by the uumuMcol 
ravings of Madness.'^ In her chariot hath gone the marble- 
visaged, all-mournful Madness, the Goigon of Night, and with 
the hissing of hundred heads of snakes, she gives the goad to 
her chariot, on mischief bent. Swift hath a, demon changed 
the prosperous; and swiftly shall the children breathe out 
[their life] at the hands of the father. Alas I me wretched, 
O Jove, soon will frenzied, cruel vengeance, exacting punish- 
ment, smite thy childless child. Alas ! ye dwellings, without 
drums are dances beginning, not delighted with tho thyrsus 
fit Baccliua, Alas ! O house, [a dance] for bloodshed, not for 
pouring out of iibationa from Iho grape-bunches of Diony- 
Speed forth in flight, O children ; a hostile, a hostile 

_ ia here preluded. And he makes, hunter-like, a pursuit 
of his children. Never, never ahall Madness rave forth jjiroph- 
ecies] unlulfiUed upon this house. Alas ibr our woes! Alas 1 
in truth, how I mourn for his aged sire, and the nurse of his 
children, by whom children arc born in Tain. See, see, a 
whirlwind shakes the house ; tlio roof is falling together. Ho I 
ho! what art thou doing, O son of Jove? Thou art sending 
a hellish uproar upon the house, as I'allas did once against 
Euceladus. 

Me^ssngkie. {entering in haste) O bodies whitening with 
age— 

CnoR. With what ciy dost thou call upon me? 

Mess. Accursed are the events in the house. 

Chor- I need not bring another seer. 

Mess. Tho children arc dead, alas! Groan, for 'tis a sub- 

•• lilernlly, "from tbelinrricra of tlic r.icc cniirsc." HpeoiiTroml. B3". 

" Thu uxjmoraa is mtber in j;o/MTiflt'jT' litaiXoif Uimi in ivavlQii: fut- 

viaiaiv. 






luurdera, and hostile the 
1 speak uf more than we 



^ 



;t for groaning. Hostile are t] 

nde of the parent None ( 

have suffered, 

CiiOB. How doat thou show forth the lamentable calamity 
done by the father to the children t Say, suy in what maii- 
wns urged on by the Gods to these evil deeds against 
the house, and the miaerablo fate of his diildren. 

Mess, Before the hearth of Jove victims were placed the 
1)ouse to purify'; afler Hercules, having slain the ruler of the 
land, had cast him out of this dwelling. But the beauteous 
band of children, and his sire, and Mc^ara were standing by; 
and already had the sacred vessel been borne round the altar, 
and we observed well-omened words. But the son of Alc- 
iiienn, being about to bear in his right hand a torch, in ordet 
that he might dip it in the luHtral water, stood still in silence. 
But as their ure delayed, the children kept their eye j|npon 
him]. And be was no longer the same ; but distraught with 
rollings of the eyes, and casting forth the bloody-looking roots 
'«f his eyes, dropped foam down his well-bearded ebin. And 
Rinidst frantic laughter lie s^d, " O father, why do I make 
the fire of purification before I have slain Eurysthcus, and 
have double trouble, when I might make this the work of a 
nngle hand? But as soon i\a I bring hither the head of £u> 
lysthous, I will purify my hands in I'espect to those now slain. 
out the waters; cast away the vessels Irom your hands. 
brings my bow ? who iny hand-wcapou ? I will go to 
[ycenie. Ye must lay hold of bars and mattocks, that the 
. tbo foundations of the Cyclops, fitted with the i-ed-stain- 
plumb-line and chisel, I may upturn with the bent iron. 
T this going on, he said he had a chariot, having none, 
would fain mount the sent, and ho smote, as though hav- 
a goad in his hand. Atid there was a twofold laughter 
dread upon his followers at once. And one looking to- 
'd another spoke thus : " Does our master sport witli U9, 
r does he rave?" But he went np and down through the 
touse, and breaking into the midst of the men's apartment, 
le said that he had arrived at the city of Nieus,^' having 
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come wilhin the house. And reclining on tlje ground, as [he 
lay] there, he makes ready a banquet. And having paBsvd 
a brief interval of delay, he said that he was traversing ihc 
woody tracts of the isthmus. And hereupon, stripping his 
body naked of his robes, he entered into a contest with no- 
body, and was himself by Ijimself proclaimed the victor, hav- 
ing called no one to hear him,'''^ But bawling out againet 
Enryatheus terrible words, ho was [now] at Mycenffi in his 
talk. But bis father, laying hold of his powerful hand, speaks 
thus: "O son, what is the matter with theel What is the 
manner of this estrangement? Surely the bloOd of the dead, 
whom thou hnst just now slain, has not driven thee raving." 
But he, thinking that the father of Eurystheus was touchirg 
his hand a suppliant, thrusts Lim uway, and makes ready 
Lis quiver and bow against lus own 3one>, thinking to slay 
the children of Eurystheus. But they, trembling with fear, 
rushed each a different way, one to the robes of his wretched 
mother, another behind the shade of a column, and another, 
like a bird, crouched beneath the altar. And the mother 
shrieks out, "O father, what a.rt thou doing? Slayest thou 
thy sonsi" And the old man and crowd of servants shriek 
out. But he, causing the boy to move in a circle from the 
column, a fearful turning of liis feet, [at length,] standing op- 
posite, strikes him to the liver. And falling supine, the hoy 
wetted the erect stone pillars [with his gore], hroathjng out 
Ua life. But Hereulea shouted, and vaunted thus; "This 
one, a youngling of Eui^stheus, has fallen for mo, expiating 
by his death his father's hate." And he held toward another 
his bow, who had been crouching at the foot of the altar, as 
thinking to lie hid. But the wretched boy, in anticipalion, 
falls at his father's knees, and stretching forth his hand to his 
father's beard and neck, ho cries, "0 dearest father, do not 
destroy me ;' I am thy sod ; thou wilt not be killing the son 
of Eurystheus ." But he, rolling the savage eye of a Gorgon, 
as the boy stood within the deadly rcaeh of the shall, like as 
the hammer-blow [upon the anvil], throwing over his own 
head the club, he brought it down upon the yellow-haired 
head of the boy, and broke the bones. And having killed the 
eacond boy, he goes on to make the third sacrifice upon the 
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otlier two. But anticipating him, tlie wretched mother caught 
him up, and tied witliiu the housG, nnd closed the doors. l!ut 
he, as thougiii at the very Cyclopeiun wiilln, tears up, bursts 
open the doora, and, huriing uway the standing posts, wiDi 
ft single nhtift laid prostrata wife and child. And thence 
with speed of horse he turns to slay the old man. But tlieru 
came u spectre, as it appeared to our right, Pallas, brandisli- 
ing her spear upon her crest t hoarfj',''^ and hurled a rock 
against the breast of Hercules, wliicli stayed him from his 
murderous raving, and settled him to sleep. And he fa11»i 
upon the ground, havuig sti'uck his back against n column, 
which, amidst the ruins''^ of the roof, had been split asunder 
and was lying near its base. But we, freeing our foot fi'om 
flight, together with tiie old man, fastened to the pillar fet- 
ters of linked coi-ds, that [HcrculesJ, ceasing fi'om sleep, might 
do no deed in addition to what was already done. And the 
wretched one sleeps a sleep unblest, having mui-dcred his cliil- 
dren and wife. I indeed know not any of mortals who is mora 
unhappy, 

CitOR. There was a murder whicli the Ai^ive land pos- 
sesses,'' then, indeed, the most wondrous, and of mightiest 
good'" for Greece, [the murder] of the sons of Danaus. But 
these" evils have surpassed, have gone beyond the evila of 
that time- I can recount the murder sacrificed to the Muses,''* 
of the wretched Jove-descended boy of Progne, who had but 
one son ; but yon, O hostile man, having begoUen three chil- 
dren, have brought them to an end by a fate proceeding from 
madness. For what groan, or lamentation, or song of the 
dead, or quire of Hailes shall I cry aloud ? Alas ! alas t See 

^' UnXesi WukefielA'a fjri?.uiJH^ Kilpg, he riglit, I CUD do nolliing in lliis 
pnssngo. Dindorf gives it Dp. 

" Muserave interppcta ncaii/iaai "eaaa teoti," bnti trust tlio reader 
of Girripides will rather incline to my voraion. cr. Uec. '100. iria^fia 
flmviov dopof. Phoen, 1701. i feAa irea^/taT: Below, vs. IlSl, Tilie 
Tlia/uv irta^/iara. So irru^ia^lhe thing fallen, thenco a corpie. C£ 
Blomf. an jfiech. Sept. c. Th. 13. 

" But MosgraTe'a qkjiI ia better. 

" Because it freed the Argiras from the sway of the Bona of .lEjrjp- 
tiw, MflTnn*. 

" rii tP is Hermnnn'a corroctioii for rdS; 

■"• Properly apeaking, Hio aon of Trogne himaclf, tOvcTi, insteftd of 
which favo^ 8uenBat is sniil, and, oa tLia miirdel' Was afterward eelo- 
't>rate<l in song, SicaBat Hnvaaii. tlATruuc 
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the jKirtats of (.he lofty dwcllinf" lie Bbivered [on the ground]. 
Alaa I Behold the wretched children lying before their mia- 
orable sire, who Bleeps a fearful Bleep, f ua yet] out of the way 
of slaughter. And around^' [behold] these fetters and many- 
corded fastenings of ropts about the body of Hercules, fasten- 
ed to the atone columns of the house. Uut the old man, like 
a bird bewailing its callow brood of young, pursuing with foot 
too late his sad journey, ia present hither. 

Ampu. Ye Cadmeian eldei's, will ye not in silence, in silence, 
permit him, stretched out in sleep, to forget his woes? 

CiroR. And thee, indeed, old man, I bewail with tears, and 
the children, and his head crowned with victory. 

Amph. Go farther on ; mako no noise, do not cry out ; do 
not raise from sleep liim who fares calmly f and is sluniber- 

CuoK. Alas! How great is this slaughter 1 

AiiPFL Ah! ah! Te will undo me. 

CaoR. Having been stretched out, he is now rising again. 

Asii'ir. Willyenot quietly utter your lamentation, oldmen^ 
lest he, being aroused, break from his chains, and destroy the 
city, and his sire, and break down the house. 

C'uos. 'Tis impossible, impossible for me. 

Amph. Be silent, I will mark, his breathing. Come, let mc 
place my ear [closer]. 

CnOK. Does he sleep ? 

Amph. Ay, he sleeps a dcatliful sleep, who has slain his 
wife, and slain his children, having transfixed them with the 
bow-drawn twang. 

Chos. Groan then— 



Ampu. Ah me ! 
Choi!. And of thy child. 
Ahi'h. Alas ! 
_Chor. old man — 

. Peace, peace ; again aroused, he turns to and fro. 

'- frcpi is liore used adverhiall;. For tMe in va 1037, 1 should pre- 



nem wiiu lue n 

IS to and fro. ^ 
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no, I will conceal iny body out of Ihc way beneath the 
troUing. 

Giioit. Be of good cbeer, nigbt possesses the eyelids of thy 
n. 

Amvu. See, see, I wretched will not indeed refuse to quit 
" the light, in my unhappy state ; but if he shall slay me, who 
mil his father, guilt on guilt wLU he accumulate, and will liave 
a kindred bloodshed in addition to [his present] Furies. 
Cuon. Then shouldst thou have died, when for thy wife 
wast about to avenge the slaughter of her brothers,"' 
,ving sacked the sea-girt city of the Taphians. 
AMPn. In flight, in flight, old men, hasten ye from before 
le house, fly from this raving man who is awakening. Soon 
■ill he, setting another murder upon a murder, rave through 
e city of the Cadmeians. 
CuoR. O Jove, why bast thou thus so very wralhfully hated 

and brought him into this sea of troubles! 
Hebc- (waking) Hah ! I lireatbe, then, and behold such 
Ings, as I ought, the sky, the earth, and these beams of the 
But into what terrible tempest and disturbance of mind 
ive I fallen f and I breathe heated breath, with palpitation, 
it steadily from my lungs. Behold, why, like a ship at 
ichor, [bound] with cords, as to my youthful chest and arm, 
this half-broken stone of a wall, do I sit, having a scat next 
dead? and my winged diu-ts and bow are strewn along 
ground, which once keeping shield-guard in mine arms, 
fended my sides, and were defended by me. Have I a 8ec- 
' time descended into Hades, coming into Hades on a jour- 
for Eurjstheus ?*^ But neither do I beheld the rode of 
Hsjrphus, nor Pluto, nor the sceptre of Ceres' daughter. I 
am stricken senseless. I am at a loss as to where I caa 
Ilah ! who of my friends is near or far, who can cure 
Ly doubts? For I know nothing clear of what is wont, 
Amth. Yc old men, shall I draw nigh my woes'! 

1. Ay, and I with thee, not deserting thy calamitous 



Hebc. Father, why doat thou 
oing far off from thy dearest sent 

" Tbey had been killed in a batlla with tha Tnpb 

T. ii 4, e. MlTSGRiVB, 

* I have no doubt that thia whole line is spurioti; 



'eep, and veil thine eyes, 
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Ahfq. O child, for mine thou art, though faring ill. 

Herc. But what calamity do 1 suffer, tor whieh thou b 
shedding tears ? 

AsiPH. Such as e'en ft God, if he suffered, would bewail? 

IIkkc. Great is tho asaertiou, but jet thou tellest not the 
hap. 

Amph, For thou thyself heholdest it, if thou art yet sensible. 

Hebc. Say, if thoQ indilest any new charge i^ainst my life. 

Amfh. If thou art no longer possessed by Hades, I will tell. 

Herc. Alas! How suspicious is this at which tliou again 
art glancing ! 

AMTti. And I om considering thee, whether thou art fii-mly 
in thy right senses. 

IIebc. But I do not at all remember my mind distraught. 

AuFn. Shall I unloose tho fetters of my son, old men, or 
what shall I do ? 

Hiiiu:. Ay, and say who bound them, far I deny [that I 
know], 

Amph. Thus much know of thine evils, but leave tho rest. 

Herc. What, will silence suHice for mc to learn what I 
L^idi ? 

Amph. Jove, dost thou then behold these things from 
l^uno's throne ? 

Herc. But have I then suffered aught hostile from thence? 

Ahfq. I^eaving alone the Goddess, tend thine own ilia. 

Hebc. I am undone. Art thou going to tell of some ca- 

Amph. See, look upon these prostrate bodies of thy chil- 
P>3ren. 

_ Herc. Ah me I what sight here do I wretched behold T 

Amph. O son, thou hast waged against thy children a war 
lot to bo warred. 

Heitc. "WTiut speakest thou of war? Who hath destroyed 
Ihesel 

AuTH. Thou, and thy bow, and whoso of tho Gods was 
the cause. 

IIekc. What sayeet thou ! Having done what ? father, 
that bearcat ill tidings. 

Amfb. In madness. But thou askest for n sad explanation. 

Herc And am I, loo, tho murderer of my wifsT 

Ahpii. All these are the deeds of tliy one hand. 



^^L Herc And 
^H Ahpii. All I 
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of Borrow eurrouD^s me. ^^^^H 
bemoan thy state. -^^^H 

1 down my bou?e, and*^ raved ' 
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Hero. AlaB! for a cloud of sorrow surrouorts n 

Ahfh. On tLiG account 1 bemoan thy state. 

Hekc. i'or bave I torn down my bou?e, and*^ raved 
trough it ? 

Amph. I know but one fact j all thy state is unfortunate. 

Hekc. But where did the madness seize me? Where did 

nndo me ? 

Aarn, When round the altar thou wast purifying tby 
th fire. 

Herc. Alas ! why then do I spare my life, becoming the 
murderer of children to me most dear, and go not rather 
to leap from the precipitate rock, or having darted the 
sword against my vitals, become [myself] (he avenger of blood 
to my children, or having burned my flesli with fire, ward off 
the di^race, which awaits rae, from my life? But hither 
comes Theseus, to oppose these murderous plans, my kinsman 
and friend. I shall be seen [by him], and the stain of chil- 
dren's murder will come into the sight of my dearest of guests. 
Alas! what shall I dof where shall I find solitude from ills, 
becoming winged, or going beneath the earth? Come, I will 
throw darkness over luy head, wrapped in ray garments. For 
I am ashamed because of my evil deeds, and casting the con- 
tamination of blood upon this man, I wish to do no ill to 
those unworthy, 

Theseus (entering). I nm come in company with others, 
who, armed youths of the Athenians, are tarrying near the 
streams of Asopus, and I am bearing to thy son, old man, an 
ollied spear. For a report reached the city of Erectheus' 
IS, that Lycus, having seizetl the sceptre of this reahn, had 
le to war and battle with you. But giving a return for 
assistance wliich Hercules rendered, having recovered me 
fi-om the nether world, I have come, old man, if there is any 
need to thee of my hand or allies. Ah ! why is the ground 
filled with theeo corses 7 Have 1 been wanting, then, and do 
I como too late for recent evils? Wlio has slain these chil- 
dren ? Whose wife is Ibis that I behold ? For the children 
are not near the [field of] war, but it must be some otlier neiv 
ill that I find here. 

thou that possessest the olive-bearing 



" fj. Dindocf. 
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TnES. Wherefore haat thou addressed me with a pitiablal 
prelude 'i 

AuTH. Wc have sufiered sad sufTeringB at the hands of tl 
Gods. 

Thes. Who are these childreu, for whom thou shcddea 

Ampk. My hapless son begat thera, and having begot thet 
slew them, having dared a terrible slaughter. 

Thes, Speak well-omencd words. 

Ampu. Thou biddcst those who are willing. 

TirES. thou hast spoken dreadful words. 

Ampb. We are undone, undone, swift as flight.** 

Thes. What sayeat thou f Having done what? 

Am-H. Frenzy-driven with maddening violence, with the 
tincture of the hundred-headed Hydra. 

Thes. This is the contest of Juno. But who is ibis among 
the dead, old man ? 

Amph. Mine, mine is he, my son of many woea, who v 
the Glods went forth in arms to the PhlegriBan field, for th< 
giant-slaughtering war. 

Thes. Alas 1 alas ! who among men is bom so ill-fortuncdt 

Amth. You could not see another of mortals of greater toils 
and wanderings. 

Thes. But why does he hide his wretched bead in gar- 
ments? 

Amph. Ashamed of thy presence, and of thy kindred fiientu 
ship, and the blood of his children shed. 

Thes. But 1 have come to sympathize with him ; i 

A.wrii. child, let go thy garment from thine eyes, throw 
it away, show thy face to the sun, lliy dignity contends in 
opposition to tears. ''^ I beseech thee, falling about thy cheek, 
and knee, and hand, and letting drop an aged tear. Alas I 
my son, restrain the wrath of the savage lion, since it hurries 
you to a bloody, impious course,^' wishing to join ( 
evils, O ehild. 

Tbes. Be it 80. Thee I address, who aittest at the seat of J 
miseiy ; show thy face to thy friends. For no darkness Iiath J 

Brodaias explains tttovoI by "very qTiickly." 
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It cloud BO black, as to hide the calamity of tliy woes. Why, 

I'-Waving thy hand to me, dost thou point to llje slaugtiler ? la 

it lest detilement from tby words fall on me? I ctire not if 

[ fare ill, at least with thee ; tor truly I once was happy ; 

fthither must I turn my thoughts, when ihou broughMst me 

' safe to light from the dead. But I abhor the gratitude of 

"friends that grows old, and hiai, too, whoever wiBbee to enjoy 

prosperity, but not to sail along with friends in adversi^. 

Arise, uncover thy wretched liead ; look upon ua. Whoever 

of mortals is nobly bom, endures the ills sent by tlie Gode, 

" nor does he reject them. 

Hebc. Theseus, hast thou seen this contest against iny 
children 7 

TiiES. I have heard of it; and thou tellest ills to one that 
I [now] beholds tbera. 

Hebc. Why then hast thou uncovered my head to the sun ? 
TiiEs. "Why not? Dost thou, being a man, pollute the 
I Gods ? 

Hf.rc. Fly, O wretched one, from my unholy pollution. 
TiiES. To friends there comes no fury from their friends. 
Herc- I acknowledge it, and I do not deny that I have 
[ .done thee good. 

TiiES. And I, having then been well done by, do now pity 
\ thoe. 

Heec. For pitiable I am, having my children murdered. 
TiiES. I weep for thy sake, in thy changed*^ fortunes. 
Hebc. But hast thou found others in greater troubles? 
TnEB. Thou reachest from earth to heaven in misfortune. 
Hehc. Tlierefore am I prepared so as to die. 
Thes. Thinkest thou the Gods oare for thy thi-eats? 
Herc. a self-willed thing is God, and toward the G!oda 
[such am] I. 

Toes. Restrain thy tongue, lest speaking great words, then 
snlfer great ill. 

Hebc. I am full of ills, nor is there where one can be 
f_Btowed. 

Tees. But what wilt thou do? whither art thou borne in 
■,*hy rage? 

Herc. Dying, 1 will go beneath tho earth, from whence I 

" L e. sdvui-sa. So Irepo; Sai/iuv, forliiim adoersa. 
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Thf.s. Thou hast spoken 

Hekc. But thou, being out of trouble, dost admonish 
Thes. Does Heicules, the man of much endurance, i 
thus? 

Herc. [I had not said] so much, had it been for u 
labor with moderation.'"* 

TiiES. Hercules, the benefactor and great friend of mortal 
Hebc. They naught avail me, but Juno preiaih 
TtiE3. Gree'ce will not endure that you should die in t 
foolishness. 

IIerc. Hear then, that I may combat jour advice by my 
words. But I will unfold to you that liii. la unbearable to me 
bolli now and before- First, indeed, I was born of this man, 
who having elain the aged sire of his mother, being defiled 
with blood, wedded Alcmena, who gave me birth. But when 
the foundation of a race is not laid rightly, it is neceaeary 
for the descendants to bo unfortunate. But Jove, whoever 
Jove ia,'" begat me an enemy to Juuo. Be not thou then ag- 
grieved, old man, for I deem thee my father instead of Jove. 
And while I was yet at the breast, the consort of Jove sent 
snakes of savage aspect into my cradle, that I might perish. 
liut when I obtained the youthful vesture of flesh,'' what need 
is there to tcU the iabore I endured ? To what lions, or triple- 
bodied monsters,'*^ or giants, or hosts of four-leggal warring 
centaurs did I not put an end? And having slain tlie many- 
lieaded and fresh-springing bound, the hydra, I both went 
through ten thousand other toils, and arrived among the dead, 
in order that I might, at the behest of Eurystheua, cause the 
tbroc-headcd dog to pass into the light. And this last toil 
have I wretched dared, having slain my children, to put the 
coping-ston^ of woes upon my house. But I am come to thia 
necessity. It is not lawful for me to dwell in my beloved i 
Thebes ; but if I do remain, into what temple^'' 

'• Tliia m MattLieo'ii iiiterpretatioQ. 

*" See my note on jEaoh. Ag, p. lOO, n. 7. ed. Bohn. 

" Shakspeare, "raudJy Taatura of decay." 

" Tv^ucaf, if it be correct, mnBl mean anv mouatcrs in general ; for 
Tj-phoii has nothing to do -with the exploits of Hercules. ^' — ' — 
would read Viipuopac. but I think it ' ' ' ' ■ ■ -■ 
iiig in the sense proposed. 

" With the following paasage compare the remarks of Miiller 
menidcs, g SO, p. 137 tt\i\. 
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blaga of friends cnn I go ? For I bear a corse not fit for (Con- 
verse. But shall I go lo Argos? How so, since I fly my 
country? Come then, Bupposo I go to some other city, and 
then I flhall be looked upon askance, as one well known, har- 
asaed"' with the bitter etings of the tongue : " Is not this the 
son of Jove, who once slew his children and wife? Shall he 
not be c-i^t out from this land?" Now vicisratudes are bitter 
to a man once called happy ; but he, to whom evil ia ever 
present, mourns not, being continually wretched. But 1 deem 
that I shall at some time arrive at this pitch of calamity : for 
the earth will send forth a voice, forbidding me to touch the 
land, and the ocean [forbidding me] to pass over, and the 
Bources of the rivers. And I shall imitate Ixion, wheel-di-iven 
in fettci-s. And this is best, that none of the Greeks behold 
me, among whom, prospering, I once was happy. Why then 
must I live? What profit shall I gain, posses^ng an impious 
useleas life? But let Jove'a illustrious wife dance, striking 
with sandaled loot the house of Olympus ;'^ for she has ac- 
complished the device she desired, having turned up and down 
upon, from his very foundation, the first man of Greece. To 
BQch a Goddess who would pray? who, envying Jove through 
a woman's love, has undone the benefactor of Greece, guilty 

Tdes. This contest is from none otlier of the Gods than 
the wife of Jove ; perceive this clearly • • • •. J should 
rather recommend *•"•!» than to suffer ill. But no one 
of mortals lives unmixed with misfortune ; nor of the Gods, 
if indeed the words of poets are not false. Have they not 
joined nuptials with each other, for which there is no law? 
Have they not placed a stain upon their sires by fetters for 
the sake of power ?^' Nevertheless they dwell in Olympus, 

" I bnve expressed the eenee, for tlie common reading U con-apt. 
The reader may cliooae between Ltcigka'a XoiinpovficvoL, andllcrmaDD's 
K^T.idoC'un'oi, eiiHiixii calumniir, ianquam itA)JpoiJ;towi£WDi. 

" I Bare, with the approbation of Dindorf, adopted Dobree'a do- 
Kant emendation of this very corrupt line : Kpovoiia' 'O^v^inni, Su/im* 
ip0vk:j rroiiof. 

" Here there i« a laEuoa. 

" TliUmiuondnctof the Gods, handed down fWini Homer's time, was 
a popular commonplace, and hence it gave risa to PJato'e condemnation 
jf Homer and tho other poela Cf. Bepab. ii. p, 430. ed. Ijemnr., with 
SalluBl. de Diis, ix. S, p. 246. Gnle, Dionys. llnl. A. IL ii. 39. Niimen. 
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and endure [the di?groco] of liaving sinned. And wliat wilt 
thou 9fty, il' you, being a mortal, bcarest tliy fortunes im- 
patiently, but not so the Goda f Qnit then Tliebes, on ar count 
of the law, and come with me to' the city of Pallas. There, 
having puriSed your hands of the pollution, I will give you 
dwellingo, and a share of toy posaessione. And the gills 
width I have from the citizena, after Baving the fourteen 
children, and slaying the Cnosian bull, these I will bestow on 
thee ; and sacred groves are assigned to me eveiy where in the 
land, llieae shall hereafter be called by mortals after your 
name, while living ; but when dead, and when thou sbalt have 
gone to Hades, the whole city of the Athenians shall upraise 
thee honored with sacrifices and structures of stone. For to 
the citizens it is a fair crown [received] from the Greeks, to 
obtain glory, benefiting a good man. And I will do thee this 
favor in return for my preservation, for now thou art in want 
of friends. But when the Gods do honor to a man, he has no 
need of Mends ; for sufficient is the Deity to aid when be is 
willing. 

Herc. Ah me! these words are beside^* my woes. Kut 
I deem that the Gods neither love nuptials that arc unlawful, 
nor have I ever supposed it, nor shall 1 be persuaded, that 
they fasten fetters to [each other's] hands, or that one is bom 
the master of another. For the Deity, if he be truly the 
Deity, lacks nothing-^" These are but the miserable tales tit 
poets. But I have considered, although in the midst of ills, > 
rot to incur the charge of cowardice by leaving the light. , 
For he who, being bom a mortal, does not know how to bear 
misfortunes in the manner that he ought, could not stand op 
against the weapon of a foe. I "will endure to death, and will 
go to thy city, and owe ihee ten thousand thanks for thy 

Bpad BiiEcb. P. E. xiii. 5. interpp. otx Minut, Felix, Oct. 29. August, do 
Civ. Dei, ii. 14. £ur!pides. howover, baa burned this moat iageaioUBly 
into sn argument ogoinst tha despair reaulting from a conscience op- 
pressed with giiilL The cliaracter of TheacuB. aa the comforter of the 
wretclieil. appears to equal advantage in the (Edipiu nt Colonua, and 
in the Suppliantg of our author. 

*• Dobree qnotcs HcL B2.'l, jrupepyov iavaa roira T^t nl^ijf, 
** EnripiJee iiere Beems to express hia onn opiniona roapecting the 
nll-auflicieiicy of the Deity. " Nnm aemota dolunonini, »cmota querela, 
l[)aa auifljiollcns opibus, nihil indign noatri. Keo bene promeritiacapitur, 
neo tangitur ira;" to ubq the ivorda of Lucretius. 
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rprofferedj gifts. Kut I have tasted of ten thousand toils, in 
none of which I have been faint-hearted, nor have I let drop 
the tear-fount from mine eyes, nor did I ever think it would 
come to this, that I should let fall tears from mine eyes. But 
now, as it seems, I must be the slave to fortune. Be it so. 
Thou art witness, old man, of my banishment ; and seest that 
i am the murderer of my children. Give these to the tomb, 
and deck their corpses, bouori ng them with thy tears ; for me 
the law docs not permit. Place firmly at the breast and give 
to the arms of the mother the liapless common oflspring, whom 
I wretched have unwitting slain. But when thou shalt have 
hidden their corses in the earth, inhabit this city, unhappily 
indeed, yet do thou constrain thy soul to bear with me my 
woes. O children, I, thy father who begat, who gave you 
birth, have destroyed you, nor have ye profited by the good 
things which I was preparing, by laboring out perforce for 
you a fiur enjoyment in your father^s fame. And thee too, O 
liapleas wife, I have destroyed, not equally as thou hast pre- 
served my marriage bed in safety, toiling through the long 
work of housekeeping at home. Alas! for my wife and chil- 
dren, and alas ! for me. How wretchedly have I fared ! and I 
am now unyoked from my children and wife. O sad delighiB 
of kisses, aad the sad companionship of these arms. For I 
am uncertain wliether I shall retain or send away these weap- 
ons, which, hanging at my side, will speak these words : "With 
ns didst thou thy children and thy wife destroy ; us, thy child- 
murderers, dost thou keep V And shall I then bear these on 
my arms? what saying'? But stripped of the weapons with 
which I did most glorious deeds in Greece, sliall I die basely, 
throwing myself under the power of my foes? I must not 
leave them, but must, though sadly, keep them. In one thing, 
O Theseus, do thou aid me wretched. Going to Ai^os, ar- 
range for mo the reward for bringing the dog [Cerberus to 
light], lest, being alone, I should suSer aught, through grief 
for my children. land of Cadmus, and all ye Thcban peo- 
ple, cut your hair ; weep in concert, come to the funeral"" 
of my children, and mourn them all, the dead, and me, in one 
joint speech. We are all undone, stricken by the single 
wretched bane of .Tnno. 

Thes. Else up, O wretched one; there is enough of tears. 
"" I read rii^oj- with Reialia. 




Hekc. 
TiiEs. 

luy woes I 
Thes. 

gannents. 

TllEH. 

Herc. 
Thes. 
Herc- 
old man, 
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Hekc. 
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I caii not ; for my joints arc fixeJ. 

For fortune pulls down e'en the strong. 

Alas ! Here might I become a stone, unmindful of 



Ceaee, nnd give thy band to thine ageistiag friend. 
But [I fear] lest I wipe the elain of blood on thy 

Wipe it, fear thou not, I do not refuse it. 

Of sons deprived, I hold thee as my son. 

Place thy arm round my neck, and I will lead you. 

A friendly pair indeed, but the one ia unhappy. O 
Buch a person should one possess as a friend. 

Ay, for of fair progeny is the country that produced 

Tfaeseus, turn mo again thai I may behold my chil- 

Thes. As finding this a lo^e charm, wilt thou be more 
nsyf 

Hekc. I desire it ; and I wish to press me to my father's 
^ bosom. 

Aupti. See, here it is, O son, for thou seckest what is dear 
I to me. 

TiiES. Art thou now thus -unmindful of thy labors? 

Herc. All those evils I ha^e endured are Icsfi tlian these, 

Thes- If any one sees you unmanned, he will not praise. 

Hebc. Do I live lowly [in thy estimation] ? But I seem 
ot 8o before. • 

Thes. Too much indeed. "WTierc is the renoivned Hcr- 



1 wast thou, ' 



1 troubles 



Hebc. What manner of m 
beneath the earth t 

Thes. As far as courage, I was less than any n 

Hebc. How then dost thou still say that I am overpowered 



Thes. Move onward. 

Hesc- Farewell, old man. 

AaiPn. And farewell thou, ray child. 

Herc. Itory the children as I have said. 

Ampii. And who [shall bury] me, my child? 

Herc. I will. 

Akpo. When coming? 
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Herc. When thou hast buried my children, 

Amph. Howl 

Hebc. I will send for thee to Athens from Thebes. But 
bear in the children's bodies that pollute the earth. But we, 
who have wasted our house by disgraceful deeds, will like 
battered skiffs follow Theseus. But whoever prefers to pos- 
sess wealth or strength rather than good friends, thinks not 
well. 

Chorus. We wend our way sad, with many tears, having 
lost our best friend. 



THE TROADES< 



PERSONS REPRESENTED, 

NEPTUNE. 
MINERVA. 
HECUBA. 
TALTHYBIUS. 
CASSANDRA. 
ANDROMACHE. 
MENELAUS. 
HELEN. 

CHORUS OF TROJAN 
CAPTIVE WOMEN. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



The incident* of this play is but small, it being occupied with the 
lamentations of the captive Trojan women previous to their departure, 
and the preparations of the Greeks to set sail. The death of Astyanax 
forms the principal incident. Although, however, it is deficient in 
dramatic purjoss and action, it is rich in pathetic and sometimes en- 
ergetic passages, especially where the ravings of Cassandra are intro- 
duced. 

The Scene lies before the Grecian encampment, near the coast. 



THE TROADES. 



^^ the Si 



Neptcne. 

I, Nkwiine, am come, leaving the briny deep of tlie JEgean 
whore the choirs of Nereiis' daughters moat gracefully 
entwine their footsteps. For from the time when around 
this territory of Troy, P]io;bua and myself erected walla of 
Blone according to the correct plumb-line,' never has a kind 
feeling toward the dty of the Phrygians been absent from my 
mind ; which [city] is now Fcnouldering, and has perished, 
having been laid waste by the Argive spear. For the Par- 
nassian Fhocian Epcius,^ by the contrivances of PaUas, hav- 
ing jointed together a horse pr^nant with arms, sent it with- 
in the towers, a bnrden fraught with destruction ; whence by 
men hereafter it will ba called the Duratean horse, conceal- 
ing the hidden spear.^ But the deserted groves and temples 
of the gods are streaming with gore, and at the steps of the 
altar of Hcrciean Jove, Friam^ has fallen in death. And 
much gold and I'hrygian spoils are being sent to the ships of 
the Greeks, and they arc waiting for a favorable wind from 
the stem, in order that the Greeks, who made a warlike es- 

lition against this city, after ten years, may with gladness 
lid [againj their wives and children. But 1 — for I am 

Cf. Tirg. jEn. iiL 2, "caoiditque saperbum Iliam, et omnia huino 
fnniat Neptunia Troja." 

' ThiB was in obeaienca to the decrees of fate. Tirg. Mo. 257. 
ConoD NarroL S4. Paltephat. 17, For deBcriptions of the machine, 
Uld of the siege BccompliBbed by ia nieniia. the reader may compare 
ihiodor. 200 eqq. Petroniua, § 89. Tzelzcs, nomcric. 17 Bqq. 
" ■ ■ of the word. 



■ A piay upon thi 

* Ct Virg. jEn. iL 613 eqq. 
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overconH; by iTio Argiic Godiiess Juno, and by Minerva, who 
have together overthrown the Phrygians — am quitting'' re- 
nowned liium tind my own ailtara; for when evil devastation 
seizes upon a city, the affairs of the Gods ai'e in a flickiy state, 
nor arc they wont to be respected. And Scamander resounds 
with many lamentations of female elaves, who are allotted to 
their moslers; and eomc the Arcadian, others the Thessalian 
people have obtained, and likewise the sons of Theseus, " 
chieftains of tlto Athenian?. But as many of the daughters 
of Troy aa are not disposed of by lot, are beneath this roof, 
selected by the leading men of the army; and with them the 
Ijacedffimonian Helen, daughter of Tyndarus, who has been 
justly regarded as a captive. But, if any one wishes to look 
upon this hapless woman, Hecuba is present there, lying he- 
fore the gates, pouring forth many a tear, and for many a 
woe ; whose daughter, Polyxena, has, unknown to her, died 
miserably at the monument of Achillea' tomb, while Priam and 
her children are no more. But Cassandra, whom king Apollo 
dismissed as raving mad, has Agamemnon, putting aside his 
duty to the God and the Iaw« of right, wedded perforce by a 
clandestine marriage,'' But fare tiiee well, O thou once pros- 
perous city, and wcll-wrougitt fortress. Had not Pallas, 
Jove's daughter, undone thee, thou hadst still been standing 
on thy foundations. 

Mdiekva, May T, relaxing my former enmity, address ono 
who is nearest to my sire in race, and who is a mighty power, 
and honored among the Gods* 

Nkpt. Thou maycst; for kindred connections, queen Mi- 
nerva, are a no small endearment to the feelings. 

MiN. I commend your mild disposition, but I bear w(h^ 
of common interest to thee, O king, and to myself. 

Nept. Bearest thou new intelligence from some of the 
Gods, fromJove, or isit fromSfiomeoneof the[other]Gods! 

' On this Bnpcrstition cuinpnro mynota on JEscli. SepL c Th. j). 8D, 
n. I, «(L Bohn. 

* Acoordinff, however, to tlio Soholiast. they only obtnined ^thr&i 
' Or, " n bnde abtoineil by stealLii." Dicoriof, however, rather refera 
to her donbtfnl position in rebtioa to Clytieaineatra, Uio lawful, wod- 
. ded wife of Agomamnon. 

* ' Sach seems tA ba the proper force of ^ xai in thia passage. On tha 
1 d'istinction iif .lovo fcoin the other gods, sea my iioto ou jSaoh. Tronl. 
p. Z59, eiL liohn. 
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)ut on awOTTnt of Troy, where we .ire ao 

[cravej thy influence, that I niay have it i 

Nett. DoBt tlion then, casting away thy ibrmcr eniaityfl 
feel pity for it," reiluced to ashes by lireV 

lib.'. First come bock to this queatiou — Will lliou a 
counsel, and jointly labor in what I wish to do? 

Nept, Most particularly ; but I wish to know your busi- 
ness. Ilave you come on account of the Greeks or the Fliryg- 

Mis. Tlie Trojans, my former enemies, I wish to gratiQr 
and to bring upou the army of the Greeks a hitler journ^ 
homeward. 

Nept. And why dost thou leap to and fro with different 
feelings, and feet for whom it may happE'n a violent hate and 
love? 

"Mm. KJiowcst thou not that I and my allars have been in* ig 
suited ? 

Nept. I know when Ajax dragged Cassandra by violence.^ 

MiN. And yet he suffered nothing, juid heard [no i!" 
from the Greeks. 

Nept. And yet did they lay waste Ilion by thy power. 

Win. Wherefore I wish, ivith thy assistance, to do thera i 
mischief. 

Nept. Whatever you wish is ready, as far as I . 
cerued. But what wilt thou do? 

Mn». I wish to bring upon them a had voyage homeward 

Neit. While tarrying near the land, or on the briny si 

MiN. When they shall set sail Lomeward from Troy. Jove 
wilt eeud both rain and hail unspealiable, and darkening blasts 
of tbe air ; and he promises to lend me the fiery thunder-bolt, 
to smite tlie Greek, and to bum their ships with flames. 
And do thou, in turn, perform tby part in making the ^gean 
Sea to roar with tripled waves and whirlpools of the deep, 
and to fill Euboea's hollow recess with corpses; tliat for the 
future the Greeks may know how to respect my temples "" 
to honor the other Gods. 

Nept. These things shall be; for the favor requires i 




I many words. I will embroil tlie maiu of the jlilf-can Sea ; Hnd 
I the shores ofMyconus, and tlic Dclian crag?, aoi Hcjrus, and 
I Lemnos, and the Iieights of Capliarci' shall contain the 
corpses of many dead. But, go thou to Olympus, and re- 
ceiving the thunder-shafts from thy lather's bands, be on Iho 
L watch for the time when the Greek armament ehall let go ths 
t cable. But foolish [is] the mortal, who lays waste cities, 
I temples, and tombs, the sancluaries of the dead ; [for] Laving 
E C0DBigne<l them to solitude, be is wont himself lo perish after- 
I ward. [Ent Neptune.] 

I Hecuba. Hise, O wretched one 5 uplift thy head, thy neck, 
I from the ground. Ko longer is ibis Troy, or are we the sov- 
I ereigns of Troy. Since fortune changes, endure. Sail with 
I the stream, sail with thy fortune ; nor present thou the prow 
I against the waves of life, sailing along with thy fortunes. 
L .Alas! alas! for what is there not for hapless mc to bemoan, 
I' whose country, cliildrea, and husband arc no more? O thou 
I pride of mine ancestors greatly pufied up, now-contracted into 
I a*' small compass, how truly Eirt thou nothing! Of what should 
1 I be silent, and of what not be tilenf? And what bemoan % , 
Wretched me, on account of the unhappy reclining of my mem- 
bers ; how am I lying, stretching out my back upon a hard pal- 
let ! Alas for my head ! Alas for my temples, and sides ! how 
I desire to turn and stretch out my back and spine upon hoth the 
walls of my frame, '^ for Ibo continual elegies of mourning. But 
this is the Kduse^for the wretched, to chant of calamities un- 
friendly to the dance. Yc swift prows of shiiis, which [bomo] 
to sacred Troy by oai's, through the empurpled deep and tlio 
ifair harbors of Greece, with the hated Pa;an-song of pipes, 
I and the clear sounding voieo of the Syringx, hauled up the 
f ski llful- woven Egyptiun work,'^ alas! in the bosom of Troy; 

oi'OTtiUo^nior for avaTe?^aficrui' is tlie torreclion of Victorim 
AILIiDugh it lina ubluined the Bp|.)raval of Dinilorf, 1 ehciiild prefer re- 
I taining tho rcudiiig of Iho MSS. 1 Lava followed l^eidlci-'a expluia- 

liero IB greiit awkwardnefta in tliia piu«iBi?, and Seidler soenu 

I favorable to roading hiiovd' for IttI Touf. I lliink ttiat if we IranspoM 

I ihe prepoaitioDB clc and M, ira bIihII obtoin b clear Bcnse, liri ifi^. 

meaning, " njion tlie ribs on both sidea of tho apinc," {a«B Reiake,) ar ' 

df roilc ... HiToif being taken in its properct" "' '"" '" "' 

aeJ Uiia Bense in the v<\reion. 
L e. tho tackle, cablea. elo. 
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ye did come after tbe haled wife of MeneUus, a bsinc to Cas- 
tor, and an ill renown lo the Eurotaa ; she caused ihc murdtT 
of Priam, the father of fifly children, and bus daahcd me, tlie 
wretehed Hecuba, upon tbie calamity. Alus! for the sitting 
which I occupy close by the tents of Agomemnon. And I, 
an aged woman, am led captive from my dwelling, with my 
hiiir cut close to my bead in sign of sorrow. But, O wretch- 
ed wives of the brazen-speared Trojans, ye wretched girls, 
and ill-wedded, let m wail out, "Ilium smokes:" and, as some 
mother, o'er her [now] fledged nestlings, I will begin the 
strain ; but not such as when, once on a time, I, resting on 
the Bceptro of Priam, began [to hymn] the Gods" with the 
cheerful Phrygian beatings of the foot that led the dance. 

Srmiou- Hecuba, why mourncst thou t And why dost 
thou sliriek out t Wliither do thy words tend ? For through 
the house I beard the mournful cries thou cricst ; and fear 
rushes through the breasta of tho Trojan women, who witli- 
ia tbe house are bemoaning their slavery. 

Hue. cbildren, now is the oar-litlcd hand of the Greeks 
directed to the ships, 

Srm. Alas! me wretched! What mean they 1 And will i 
they really hurry hapless me away from my ancestral land iam 
ships ? ■ 

Hec. I know not, but I conjecture the misfortune. \ 

Sem. Alas 1 alas 1 ye hapless Trojan women who arc aljout 
to hear of troubles, come out of the house. The Greeks are 
arranging their departure. 

Hec- Ah ! ab ! Do not now, I beseech you, send out tho 
roving Cassandra, a disgrace among the Greeks, so that 1 
may suffer grief on grief. Alas ! thou hapless Troy, thou art 
DO more, and miserable are they who leave thee, both living 
and dead. 

Skh. Alas ! trembling 1 lefl these tents of Agaoiemnon^.J 
having heard thy voice, lest some resolution of the Greeks li 
fixed to slay wretclied me. Are the sailors now ready at tl 
poops to ply their oars.'" 

Hec- O child, I came, stricken with horror in my nevep-j 
slumbering mind. 

it read Oiuif, with Reiskaj 
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* Has some Gi'ecian heraW already come, to whom 
I wretched am appointed ii slave t 

Hec. Thou liest near to the casting of lots. 

Sem. Alas ! aias 1 who of the Argives or Fhthians, or who 
will lead me wretched to an insular country,"' far away from 
Troy. 

Hec. Alas ! alas ! to wboni shall I, a wretched old woman, 
and where, where on the earth, be a slave, like a drone, the 
miserable form of a coi-pse, the sti'engthless image of the dead, 
either possessing the keeping of the vestihule, or as the nurse 
pf children, I, who had tlie regal sway of Troy? 

Chor. Alas '. alas ! and with what plaints dost thou mourn 
thy misfortune ? I shall not, plying the shuttle, vary [the 
web] with the woof of Ida. For the last time, the last time 
I behifld the bodies of my children. I shall have greater 
toils, cither brought to the couch of some Greek — may that 
night and such a fate perish ! — or, drawing water from Pi- 
renc, ho a miserable drudge at the sacred waters. Would 
that I may come to the renowned and prosperous country of 
Theseus ; oh, may I not [come], at all events, to the eddy of 
Eurotae, to baleful Therapno, [the country] of Helen, where 
I, aa a slave, may meet Menelaus, the ravager of Troy. I 
have heard u report that the holy region of Foneus, the fair- 
est base of Olympus, abounds in wealth, and in flaurishing 
fi-uitfulneas. This is the second place to which I [should 
wish] to come, after the divine country of Theseus." And I 
hear that the .Sitnaian territory of Vulcan, another of Sicilian 
mountains, opposite to Phoenicia, is proclaimed with chaplets 
of glory.'^ And [bo I hear of] the land which neighbors 
to t those who navigate t" tLe Ionian Sea,^" which fair Cta- 
this, reddening with its yellow locks, waters, nonriabing and 
blessing the well-peopled land with ita divine streams. And 
I truly hither a herald from the army of the Greeks, the bearer 
" new tidings, wends his way, hastening hie swift footsteps. 

' An irr^ilitr mode of eipresaion, for whioli ona would Iinve ei- 

I pectad ^ Tic yiaiaruv, 8co Matthicc 

' ■' Euripidea ia not nnmlndfDl of Athenian vnnity. 

' Less literally, "with pvai«e lliat owards lliu crown." 

■ U IB mora tfiiin prohnble tliat vuirrif ia wrong, but Dindorfs note 

I !■ Bcarcely sntiafactory. 

■■■'"'* 
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[E/Uer TAL-mrmcs.] 
'Tal. Hecobe, (for thou knowest that I have come frequent 
lumcys to Troy, being sent as herald by the Grecian anny, 

anJ being also before known to thee, lady,) I am Tallhybiua 

wlio come, bearing a new message. 

He*;. This, th^ dear women, was what I feared long 

Tai, Ye are already allotted, if tliia was what you feared. 

Hec- Alas ! to what city of Thessaly, or Phthia, or of [he 
Cadmeian earth, dost thou say? 
J Tai. Ye are each allotted to single men respectively, and 

4 togetlier- 

Hec. To whom has each one fallen ? Whom of the duugh- 

s of Troy will a happy lot await! 

Tal. I know ; but ask one tliing at a time, not ail at once. 
3 obtained my child, tlic wretched Cas- 

Tai_ King Agamemnon has obtained her as a cboica 

>' Heg. What, as a slave to bis Lacedxmonian wife ? Alas ! 

r Tai, Not so, but as a stealthy companion of his bed. 
^Hec. What, the virgin of Phtcbus, upon wboni tlie golden- 
lllired [Ood] bestowed the honor of an unweddcd life? 

Tal. Love for the heaven -possessed damsel halb shot the 
dart against him. 

Hec. Cast away from thee, O child, the divine keys, and 
the sacred adornment of the garlands which you wear. 

Tal. For is it not a great thing she should obtain royal 
nuptials ? 

HjEC. And what of the child whom yon lately took away 
from me ? whci'e is she f 
_^Tal. Dost thou mean I'olyxena? or after whom dost thou 



:. To whom has the lot joined hci'?'' 

c is appointed lo minister at the tomb of Achillea. 




liiitDindoif would gmi 
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Hec. Woe is mo ! liave I given birth to a minister of Ihc 
tombT^^ Hut what is this law or custom among the Greeks, 
my friends ? 

Tai,. Deem your daughtei- hnppy ; for she is well. 

IIec. What hast thou said 'i Does she behold the sun ns 

Tai- a fate posaeseea her, so that she is released from 
troubles. 

Hec. IJut what of Andromache, the wretched wife of 
Hector, whose thoughts were on war,^^ what fortune has 
Ehel 

Tal. Her also the son of Achilles has obtained as a chosen 

Hec. And to whom am I the servant, I, who lack a atoff 
iu my hand, as a third leg for ray aged person ? 

Tai- Ulysses, king of Ithaca, has obtained by lot to have 
thee as a slave. 

Hkc. Woe ! woe ! smite the shorn head, tear both cheeks 
with the nails. Alas! woe is me'. I have obtained the lot 
of being the slave to n wicked and crafty man, an enemy Id 
justice, a lawless monster, who with liis deceitful tongue ren- 
dei-s all things in one place before friendly, hostile in turn in 
another.^* Groan for me, ye daughters of Troy. I, ill fated, 
have perished, I wretched, am undone, I who have fallen to 
B m08t ill-fortuned lot. 

Cuon. Thy fate thou ktiowcst, respected lady- But who 

" I sliould prefer put.l.ing a note of iateiTogBtion aflei' this liiio, tliUH, 
" And have I hrooght fortli," etc, t "III the wurds Ixc KoAijf thara is a 
deiugiiedljcoacFiLled arnbigiiity. So in Soph. Trncli. 1160, the orncnlar 
oak uf Dodona ie feigned to huve Culd HercuUa thnt lie would liavo a 
releaso from his troubles ; and li e fancied therefore that ho would do 
-well : but lie Jid not see tiiatbj this release from tmublaawaa meant hia 
dentil — a stale in which no trouble is found. A Eimitnr ambiguitr 
' is eipresseij in Shnkgpeare, Macbeth, iii. 2, lA/e't Jitful fever over, iu 
I tUmtmtU. — For nnotber example ace Flor. iv. 69, respecting Ibe deatii 
of Snipio," For this note I Bin indebted to Mr. G. Burges. 

" liiBt»d of xaTJcco/UTopoi, vhich is not a Greub vord, Reiske pro- 
l poMd xo^ffiiJTOpot, subsaqaantly found in MS. Havn. Burges nod 
I Wugk have proponed ;r'''-"s'V/'5'f"'opoc, which 1 have adopted. 

'• TTiis aeems a sort of proverbial phrase, which can liardlj be es- 
I pr«ued literally. The Scboliiut'a note furnishes the cleareGt ex|ilAn»- 
■'-■n, thns: r&iiiv iKii SiaQd'A'i.uv biraSea livritaTia rlBnaiv, aWif A • 
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of the Achaians or of the Hellenea-' will liolJ my foi^fl 

Tai.. Go jo, O scrvnnta ; it is requisite that yc bring o 
Ciissandra hitlier, aa (juicfcly as possible, that, Laving given 
her into the haod of the general, I may then lead those o" 
female slaves who have been chosen by the rest. Ah ! ^ 
bright torch-flame is lit within? Are the Trojan women 
burning the hou e, o wha \re they doing, as being about to 
be led away from h s land o Argos? and are they burning 
tfaeir bodieii, n sh n to d '' Of a truth a free disposition 
bears ill the yoke nnde u h circumstances. Open [the 
doors], open, s h uits them, but is hateful to the 

Greeks, cast b am upon a 

Hec- It is not 80, they arc not burning, but my daughter, 
Cassandra, rushes hither in her maddened course. 

Cassandra, (coming forth) Uplift [the lamp], give it,™ 
bear light. I worship. See ! see 1 1 illumine this festival 
with lamps. Hymen, O king Hymen ! blest is the bride- 
groom, and blest am I the bride of a royal bed, through 
Argos. Hymen, O king Hymen ! Since you, mother, in tears 
and groans are bemoaning my dead father and dear country, 
1 kindle up this light of n lamp in honor of my nuplialei, for 
splendor, for glory, to thee, Hymen, O king Hymen ! And 
do thou, O Hecate, =' give light for the nuptials of the virgin, 
as is tbo custom. Move thy foot aloft, lead the dance, Evoe ! 
Evoe ! since upon the most blest ibrtunca of my sire the 
dance is hallowed, do thou lead it, O Phoshus. Amidst thy 
laurel-girt temple=^ I officiate as priestess, Hymen, O Hymen, 
Hymen ! Dame, mother, lead [the dance], entwine thy foot 
hither and thither, hearing thy well-beloved step iittune with 
my feet. Hymen, loudly hyntn the bride with hymeneal 
strain,"" in happy songs and ehoutSj Go, ye fair-robed Trojan 
damsels, sing my nuptials, the husband destined to my eoueh. 

^ From Musgrave's note, it oppcBra tliat the Aclifeana inhobitL-d Laoe- 
dKinan; the Hellciios, Tlirasaly. 

" DTndorf follows Iba reading of tlio Schol. on Arialopb. Av. 1717, 
I lliink llmt for u(&a we ought to road aciu, with Muflgrave, 

" But Musgrave's emendation, 'Eku/Jo, is rightly approved by Din- 

" Kothing more Beems to be mBanb thnn the laurel groves aurronnd- 
ia^ the temple. 

" jiouaoTt T, 'T. vviiifas, i. c. I'^i'docrr vvfi^av. Seiduul 
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Chor- O (|ueen, wilt tliou not lay Imnds on this raving 
I gii'l, lest s!ie dlreL't her light stup toward the army of ihe 
Greeks? 

Hec. Vulcan, tlioii art wont lo bear the torch at the 
nuptials of mortals. But mournful indeed ia this fiamo thou 
art kindling, and heyond my high hopes. Alas ! my child, 
bow little did I ever expect that thou efaouldst wed such wed- 
I ding, beneath the Bwovd, or Argive spear. Give me the 
k light; for thou dost not rightly bear the fire, raving as a 
f Mtenad, nor have thy fortunes made thee wise, child; but 
I thou art still in the same state. Bear the pine torches within, 
ye Trojan women, and give tears in enchnngo for tlio wed- 
ding songs of this damsel. 

Cash. O mother, adorn my victorious head,'" and rejoice 
thou in my kingly wedding, and escort me ; and if my acta 
be not to thy liking, push me on forcibly. For if Apollo ex- 
t ietSg^' Agamemnon, the renowned king of the Greeks, shnll 
f espouse in me a more ill-fated wife than Helen. For I 
I flball destroy him, and lay waste bis house, obtaining in re- 
turn satisEketion for my brothers and niy sire. But these 
things I will puss over. I will not sing of the axe, which 
shall fall upon my neck and thai of others,^^ and the troubles 
resulting from a mother's murder, which my marriage will 
cause, and the overthrow of the house of Atreusj and J will 
. exhibit this city as more blest than are the Greeks ; possessed, 
indeed, with frenzy, yet thus much I will desist from my fi-antlc 
I Tarings, [the Greeks,] who through one woman's love, hunt- 
' ing after Helen, lost innumei'able men. But the wise general, 
fbrsootli, on behalf of those most baleful desti'oyed the dcar^ 
I est to him^ giving up to bis brother the home delights of ehil- 
L dren^^ for a woman's sake, and this too for a woman carried 
L off by her own consent, and not by violence. But when tliey 
i arrived at the Scamander, they died off, not exited, indeed, 
I iftom the borders of their land or country ivilh lofty towers; 
1 and they, whom Mars deatrojcJ, saw not their children, nor 
■e tliey wrapped in shrouds by the bands of a wife, but on 
f a stranger land they lie. And matters at home wore in a 



"Parliansitifibi 
"i. t-ifLusiHE 



ia better to tnko viKti'^ouor by iUBlf, " 
B1.J body." 
" Intimating AgatueniDon's death. 
"La. Ipliigenia. 
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einiilar stalo to tlieac; some died jn ividoivliofiil, ami ollicrs 
[were} at home childless, having nurtured tlieir offspring iiir 
oiliers ;■" nor at their lomhs is tliere any one who will offci' 
blood tu the earth. The expedition surely is worthy of this 
praise ! It is better not to speal of what is more base, nor let 
my muse become a bard to sing of evils. But tlio Trojana, 
in the first place, dictl, wliich is the most fuir renown, in de- 
fense of their country ; and they, whom the spear desti-oyed, 
carried as corses by their frienda, into their bouses, obtained an 
inelosure of earth in tbeir fathei'-lund, decked by the htinds 
of those whom it was meet [to do so}. IJut as many of the 
^Phrygians as died not in battle^ dwell continually day by day 
with their wives and children ; the deJight from whom was 
wanting to the Greeks. And hear how Hector's state, griev- 
ous in thy estimation, stands. He is gone dead, having sliown 
himself the best of men ; and ihis the coming of the Greeks 
brought to pass. JSut if tliey had remained at home, he 
lid not have been known i\a- a man of worth. Paris, too, 

irried the daughter of Jove ; but had he not married, he 
VDuld have possessed an obscure alliance in his house. It 
behooves him therefore, whosoever is wise, to avoid war; but 
if it come to this, it is no crown of dishonor to die nobly, but 
[to die] not nobly is inglorious- On which account, mother, 
thou shouldst not lument thy country or my nuptials; for by 
my nuptials I shall destroy tliose who arc most hateful to my- 
self and to thee. 

Chor. How pleasantly dost thou smile upon the sorrows of 
thine own, and singest in strains, which thou perchance wilt 
prove thou hast not truly sung. 

Tal. Unless Apollo had maddened thee in mind, thou 
wouldst not with impunity have sent away ray commanders 
from the land with such words as these. But pompous words, 
and but in seeming wise, are in truth naught better than noth- 
ing. For the most mighty sovereign of the united Greeks, 
the beloved son of Atreus, subinits himself to the love of this 
low I am poor indeed, but I would not 
i-bed of this woman. And for thee indeed, 

. x for the benofit of Mcnclaus. Sueli an explanation ia much 
Kllmple and to the purpose, tlisn if we refer the words to thoBO who 
k eu« of the chitdrenofUie absent. Still, lahoold prefer Tyrwhitt'H 
•odataon, aAJ.uf, " in vain." 
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I (for thou hast not thy reason arighl,)! give I hy reproaches of 

L the Clreeka and praises of the Phrygians to the winds to bear 

I owny. But follow mc to the ships, a fair alhancyi for our 

]f genenil. But do tliou, wliea the son of Laertes wishes to 

L'lcnd thee, follow ; and thou wilt be the servant of a modus^ 

TOiDan, as they say, who have come to Troy. 

Cass- This servant is a mighty fellow truly! Wliy do they 

I'possesa the name of heralds? One common detestation to all 

mortals are these messengers of kings and cities. Sayest 

thou my mother will come into the abode of Ulysses? But 

where are the oracles of Apollo, interpreted by me,^* whicb 

says that he shall die here? But for the rest, I will abstain 

from reproach. ITnlioppy [TJlyBsesJ ! he knows not what there 

awaits him to suffer, to such an extent tliat the troubles of 

myself and the Phrygians will at some time appear like gold. 

For, having toiled through ten years in addition to [those] 

' q)ent here, he alone will reach hia country, [during whicli 

I years^" he will traverse the sea} where cruel Chaiybdis in- 

[ habits the narrow strait between the rocks, and [where dwells] 

( the mountain-roaming Cyclops, feeding on raw flesh, and the 

■ Ijgjstian Circe, that tunia [men] into swine, and [where is] 
Wthe shipwreck in the bi-iiiy sea, and the desire for the lotus, 
■iand the sacred cows of the sun, which from their sounding 
P flesh shall hereafter emit words bitter to Ulysses.^' And, 
i to sum up all, living he shall descend into Hades, and having 
1 i«scapcd the water of the sea, ho shall, on liis i-cturn, tind 
1^ tea thousand ills at home. But wherefore do I thus hurl 
[ .fcrth the troubles of Uijsses? Proceed, that with all speed 
I I may wed my spouse in Hades, '^ Miserable as thou art, 
l- miserable shalt thou be entombed by night, not by day, O 
I thou who thinkest that thou hast done a proud deed, thou 
I leader of the sons of Danaus. And mo, in tmth, a corpse, 
I cast forth naked, the hollow of a rock flawing with a torrent 
L Btream, near thy tomb, will give to beasts to banquet on, me 

I " But ipiiiivn)/ii-roi is rendered " ediia," by Musgrave. 

■ " Thero aeema to be something wanting: unless we sujipose with 

■ ]Katthiic. tbnt oi refers to SeKii Irn -= " danng which time ha is'ill see," 
I; phieh aeema Tery for tetulied. 1 have supplied wltnt appenra to be the 

■ " Literally, "who ■hail eiiit aonnding flesh, a voice bitter," ate. 

I " AltailiDg to th" fate whish awaited both herself and AgamcDiaon. 
V.BntseeMatlhiie. 
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llio priestess oFApollo. O parlaniia of iLo God dcnrcsl to nje, 
yc holy oi'nament^ tUrewell ; I leave lliu testivala in whicli t 
Iwibre rejoiced. Depart from me, [plucked ofi'] by teflrinj;B 
by hand,'* since, wlnle yet iny flesh is pure, I may givu these 
lo the swift winds to bear to ihec, O king of augury. Where 
ia the bark of the communderl Whither, whither must I 
embark? But yon ean not too quickly" seize the golo witli 
your sails, as being about to lead me, one of three Furicfi, 
Irom this land? Farewell, my mother, do not weep. Fare- 
well, dear country ; and ye beneath the earth, my brothers, 
and the sire Ihut begot me, ye Ehall receive nie aller no long 
season. Hut victorious shall I arrive among the dead, and 
having overthrown the house of the Atridee, by whom wo 
have perished. 

Cbok. Ye guardians of ag<?d ITetuba, do ye not behold 
your mialrt^s, how slie falls speechless to the ground? Will 
ye not seize hold of her ? Wilt you lot her go, base crealurca? 
Lift upright again the aged woman. 

Hec. Suffer mc, O dnmscls, to He as I have fallen. Things 
unpleasant in themselves are not pleasant to mc;" fur I nm 
suffering, have suffered, and still shall suffer things worthy of 
this DTostralion. O Gods, as vain allies indeed do I invoke 
yon ; but nevertheless the calling upon the Gods seems to have 
»ome reason, when any one of us falls into an ill-foiluned 
event. First indeed, then it pleases me to recount my good 
fortune, fur I shall excite more commiseration for my ills. 
We were of kingly lineage and wedded to n kingly line ; and 
X then gave birtli to children surpassing in goodness, not 
ly of the mass,^^ but tlie chiefest among the Phrygians, 
Trojan, Grecian, or barbarian woman could ever 

Corapnro JEseh. &g. 1269, UoH ff 'AiruA^p ilnrflj- liitiuv Ifii xPf- 
iof laffq-r". 
See note on Ipliig. in Taur. 24ft, oiiK uv ^voit &v cirptn^ 

" Ilmve eippesaed M«ttliiB''8 interpretation; "rap!) iJHT^aiauniveT- 
Talet a Sv ni ^Ua y, oirrut 0iAa, Bi ml certum boniiuem, li. 1. Hecu- 
unii-k'S." 

ulink. on Timn^uB Lex. p 199. ani] 2S3,Iias collecteil the foUow- 
JDg eumptei of this eiprcsaion, in nhicli u>.?iaf^nonHiiL Demoath. 

Chrye. Or. Iv. p. 681, C. xal ojfaou uAAiif xal ^Xvaptav 
inrip. ID Stob. p. 690, yipovTt! oiAhi ka/iiv aX?j>. irXiv ix^'V- 
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it of having brought forth. And then have I beheld full- 
by the Grecian spear ; and I have shorn off these locks lit 
tomb of Ihem dead ; anil the author of their birth, Friam, 
e I bemoaned; not hearing from others, but with theec 
'es I myself beheld him slaughtered at the Hercaean pyre, 
the city taken. But the vii^ins whom I trained up, as 
A chosen dignity for nuptials,'*^ having trained them in vain, 
I have lost them out of my hands. And neither is there a 
hope that I shall be seen by them, nor shall I jnjself ever see 
them. But, what is the coping-stone to my wretched woes, 
I, an i^d woman, shall arrive at Greece a slave. And to 
those things, which are the least suited to this old i^e, will 
they subject me, cither as a servant to keep the keys of the 
ites, me, the mother of Hector, or to make bread, and have 
bed on the ground for my wrinkled back, ailcr kingly 
_ uches; wearing squalid ra^ad vestments upon my squalid 
'£tsane, things unseemly for tho prosperous to wear. Alas me 
wretclied ! what things have I obtained, and what shall I ob- 
tain, through the single marriage of a singlo woman! O 
child, O Cassandra, joint Baecliant with tlic Gods, for wha*: 
calamities hast thou broken thy chastity 1 And thou too, C 
Vfretched I'olyxena, where art thou ? Since wretched me nor 
male nor female ofispring aids, although many were bom to 
mel "Why then do ye raise me up? Under what hopes? 
Conduct the foot once delicate in Troy, hut now enslaved, to 
a mat laid on the ground, and to a pillow of rock, that fell- 
ing down, I may die, wasted away to naught with tears. But 
think that of the well-fortuned none is forlunato before he 
diea.-" 

CiiOit. Sing to me,-'-'* Muse, a sad song of Troy, in the 
rful strains of new hymns ; for now will I peal forth a song 
iceming Troy, how through the four-footed ciiariot'^ of 
le Greeks I wretched was undone, captured by the spear, 
'hen the Greeks left the horse at the gates, snorting heaven 
with golden trappings, with arms in it. And stand- 

" C£ Virg. ^n. ii. 503, '■ Qninquaginta illic tliaknii, spea tunta ne- 

* c'f. Soph. Tnioh, 1 Bqq. 

" See Matthiie. 

" Bchol. oAil^j'opKtQSf t3v iirjroi' rbv iavpriov, rEOOopQf j3u'ocif Ixovra. 

^' Merely ■ bold exprenioD to show ita heii^ht. 



-B71.] 



THE TROABES, 



57 



on tlie Trojuii lieiglit,^^ the peojik' shouted : " Go, ye that 
V rest from toils, conduct tliia holy image in lionor to tUe 
Trojan virgin, daughter of Jove." What youth, what old 
man went not jroiu theii' houses? And rgoicing iu songs, 
they obtained the cnifty bane. And the whole race of tlie 
Phrygians rushed to the gates, about to offer the armed band 
of the Greeks and the bane of Troy, [inclosed] in the mouut- 
o the Goddess, the gift of the unyoked divine horse;''' 
and draped by surrounding ropes, like the dark hull of a. 
flhip, they placed it on the stone scats and the plain Pallas, 
I ftangbt with slaughter to their countrj'. And upon their toil 
W snd joy nightly gloom came, and the Libyan lotus [pipej 
Lsounded, and Phrygian songs, and vii^ins chanted the joy- 
ing^ amid the uplifted beating of their feet, and in the 
I houses the briUiant light of fire gave forth a dusky light t dur- 
ing sleep.-''' And I around the house was then celebrating 
with dances the mountain-loving Diana, daughter of Jove, 
when a cry of slaughter through the city seized the dwellings 
of Pergamus, and beloved children stretched forth thdr hands 
in terror'^^ around their mol-her's garments, and from the 
treacherous snare Mars went forth, the work of Virgin Mi- 
nerva. And Plaughters of the Phrygians around the altars, 
k and head-severing desolations of the youths in the beds, brought 
a crown for Greece, the nourishcr of youth, and grief to the 
country of the Phrygians. 
Hecuba, dost thou behold Andromache borne hither in a 
Btrange chariot? And near the rowing^-" of her breasts fol- 






e. etandSng, they shouted from the rock. Cf. Matth. Gk, Gr. § 

With tUa whole of the following passage compare Virg. ^n. 

1 478 Kjq. Petron. § 89, " Jum turba portis hbera. ne bello carena, In 
vota properans; jletibus maoaut gentc, Mciitiaque puvidai jjaudima 
liorymas habet" Tryphiodor. 247 sqq. 
** 8«e Matthiffi, 

" I have omitted r* after ^oui', 'with Mattliia-. 
" Dindorf regards l6uKev Trap'^in/^ ag a cliinisy atteropt to fill up a 
lacnnB. lo explaininjc filTi. alyMv, I haye followed Mattlii^, who ren- 
ders it, " luaem fiimo involutam," 
" I should prefer reading hrTo^/icv^. referring it to /laTpi. 
** '■■'■'i absurd expression had best he laten for (panted. The ei- 
iB only mate it more riiltriilous. 
C2 
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£AiU)KOiIAcnE appears, borne m a ckin'ot-'] 

IIkc. Where, where art thou borne on the back of the 
I chariot, O hapless woman, sitting by the brazen arms of Hec- 
tor and the speai'-capiured spoils of the Phrygians, with whicli, 
ftoken] from Troy, the son of Achilles will adorn the templea 
|. ofPhthia? 

Aksr. Grecian masters are leading me. 

Hec. Alas ! 

Andk. "Why dost ihou groan forth my psean 1 

IIec. Alas! 

Andk. For these woes — 

Hec. Jove ! 

Andb. — ami calamity. 

Hec. children ! 

Andh. Once we were.** 

Hec. Prosperily ia gone, Troy is gone. 

Andh. Wretched. 

Hec. And my noble-born children — 

Andr. Alas! nlas! 

Hec. Alas ! indeed, for my — 

Anbr. — woes. 

Her. O piteous fate 

Akdb. of the ci^, 

Hec. whicli ia smoking. 

Andk. Would thou mightsst return to me, husband, 

Hkc. Thou criest aft*r my son that is in Hadee, O wrelch- 

Andk. The strcnglh of thy wife. 

Hec. Yon indeed, O terror of the Greeks, who waat onea 
. *he eldest of my children, bear me to Priam in Hades. 

Andr. TliesQ are great troubles,-'^' wretched ono ; these 
e suffer, the city being undone, and griefs succeed on 
[ griefs, by Uie ill will of the Gods, when thy son*" escaped 
who ruined Troy for the sake of hateful nuptials. And 
[ the blood-stained corses of the dead are stretched out near 

oti!, fuit nium. et ingcns Gloria 

Titli WuVefielJ, Burgea, nnd Matthiie. 
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i GodJess PallaE, fov vultures to carry uff, and Troy liaa 
fallen under the joko of slavery. 

Heo. O country, liaplraa country, I bemoan thee deserted. 
Now thou behoideat a piteous end, and my house, where I 
saw the light. O children, your mother, beretl of her city, 
is deserted. What mourning, and wbiU grief, and tcnrs upon 
tears are shed for our house ! Hut the teurless dead forgols 
troubles. 

CiiOR. How sweet to those who have fared ill arc tears, and 
the lamentations of mourning, and tlie Muse, whose province 

Andr. O mother of Hector, the man who once on a time 
destroyed a mighty number of the Greeks with tlie spear, dost 
thou behold these things? 

Hec. I see the work of the Gods,- how that they exalt 
tower-like some things that were naught, but desiroy others 
that arc in repute.^' 

Andr. I am carried away as booty willi my child, and no- 
ble birth comes to a ataUs of slavery, subject to so many 
changes. 
. Hec. Terrible is necessity. Cassandra has but just gone 
■Bfray, snatched from me by violence, 

V Andr. Alaal alas! some other second Ajax,*^* aa it seemB, 
'■fias appeared for your daughter, and thou art sickening 
through other ills. 

Hec. Ay, [in troubles] of which 1 liavo neither meas- 
ure nor number ; for ti'oublo comes into contest with 
trouble, 

Andr. Thy child Polyxcna is dead, sacrificed at the tomb 
of Achilles, an offering to the lifeless dead. 

Hec. Alaa mo wretched ! this was that riddle, which, 
1 though clear, Talthybios not clearly told me just now- 
■ Andb. I myself beheld her, and, quitting this chariot, I 
Veovered her corpse with garments, and struck my breast in 
r Borrow. 

Hec. Alas! alas! for the impious sacrilicc. Alas! again 
(wd (^)uo, how evilly am I undone ! 

Andr. She has perished as she has perished ; bat never- 

, 2U5, xiK Tiiv SoKoivTUP. 

with s reference to Ajuk OUcub. Barnes 

S9, "alius Lstio jnm partus Achilles." 
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the]egs gIic has pei'ishcii by a fittc more foi'l uimto lluin nic u'lio 
am living."^ 

Hec. My cliild, to (lie ie not the eame tiling as to behold 

the light, for the one is naught, but in the other there is hope.*^" 

Anim!. mothefjt who bast brought forth, t^i hear a 

moBt excellent discourse, that I may bring pleasure to thy 

Boul. To bo not born I comit equal with death ; but to die is 

better than to live grievously; lor not perceiving hia ills, 

£the dead] in nothing grieves.*^ Jfut he who, having been 

prosperous, falls into misfortune, wanders in soul from hie 

former happiness. Now she, Just as if she bad not beheld Ilie 

light, is dead, and knows none of her own troubles. But I, 

having shot the arrow, and having obtained more than a good 

report, have missed good fortune. For all such acts, as are 

the proper duty of women, I have practiced thoroughly in ilio 

house of Hector. In tlic first place, indeed, that matter, 

whicli, whether reproach fall or fall not upon women, itself 

I loingB this [repi-oach] of a bad reputation, upon her who re- 

miuns not at homc,"^ giving up tlie desire of this, 1 tarried iu 

my dwelling, and admitted not the garrulous talk of women 

within my house, but having my mind at home as a good 

preceptor, I had all I wished. And to my liusband I pi'o- 

aented the silence of tongue nnd a quiet look, and I knew in 

what things it behooved mo to prevail over my hushand, and 

I how to yield to him the victory in the things it behooved me. 

I And the report of this conduct reaching the army of Iho 

L Greeks, has undone me; for when I was captured, the son of 

Achilles wished to take me for his wife, and I shall be a sla\'e 

in the house of the murderers [of my husband]. But if, for- 

I getting the beloved person of Hector, I open my lieart lo my 

I present husband, I shall seera base toward the dead ; but if 

I " i, e. it IB more fortiinnle for her thnt slie is dend, than for me thai 

L t am living. 

I " C£ TLeocrit iv, 42, llnlie; iv fuoioiv, uviXniOTOC 6i 0av6vTr(. 

1 " MattLis and Dindarf here have re<'oursQ to the popular method or 

I Mttingrid of a difficulty, b; umitting tlieoe tvo lines. Aafow w^l be 

L likely to take this view, and util) fewer to aaaert that the common 

I rending lins nny sense, I reeonircend Bnrges' emendation, iifiirep urenwif 

m oina, as far prefei'nble. 

I " oiiihi belongs to both verb and participle. 

I " The whole of this passage, althougb qnila in character with th* 

Lnntimenta of Euripides, is most clumeiiy enpressod: bo much er '■--' 
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n rejecting its authenticity. 
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n llie olljcr liaiid I loallie liii 
irs. And yet lliey say that o 



, I sliiill Ijo Lilted by my n 
e niglit removes the hatred o 
toward a liusbaiid's bed. I bold in contempt the 
■woman, who, having cast away from her n former husband, 
loves another in new wedlock. For not even a iilly, whieli 
1ms been separated from the one mate trained up with her, 
easily draws the yoke ; and yet the race of beasts is without 
a voice, and has no use of reason, and is deficient by nature. 
But Lhcc, dear Ileetor, 1 had aa a busbaud sufficing I'or me in 
intellect, in nobility, and mighty in riches and valor ; and 
receiving me without a. etain from my father's house, thou 
first wert united to me in my virgin bed.^' And now thou art 
nq more, and I a captive shall be carried away lo the yoke of 
slavery, in a ship to Greece. Is not the death of Polyxenn, 
which you mourn, less than my troubles? For to me there ia 
not even hope, which is left lo nil [other] mortals, nor am 1 
deceived in mind [by the expectation^ that 1 shall do well. 
Still even to expect is pleasant. 

Chob. Thou art come into the same state of calamity ; ond 
lamenting thine own fate, ihou teacbcst me in what a stale of 
troubles I am. 

Hec. I myself have never embarked on the hull of the ship ; 
but I am aequainled with it, bolh seeing it in a picture, and 
by hcRring of il. If a storm be moderale for the sailors lo 
bear, they exhibit an earnestness to be saved from troubles, 
one going to the helm, another to the sails, another keeping 
out the water from the ship ; but if the sea, greatly disturbed, 
overcomes them, they, yielding to fortune, are wont to give 
themselves up to ibe couree of the waves. Thus also I, hav- 
ing many troubles, am speechless, and, BUeeumbing, hold my 
tongue ; for the tempest sent by the Gods overpowers me. 
But do thou, dear child, dismiss the fortunes of Hector ; thy 
tears can not resloro him ; and honor thy present lord, pre- 
Bentinc to thy husband the sweet endearment of thy manners. 
And if thou doest this, thou wilt delight thy friends in com- 
mon, and be able to train up this eon of (my) son, a very great 
help to Troy. So that the children horn from thee may at some 
time dwell again in Troy, and it stil! become a city. Hut, (for 
one speech arises from another,) what servant is this t" " 

" Bo Virgil, "Cui pnter iiiljictiini deiitriit, primiaque jugirat Omlni 
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Greeks, ■wlioiii I sgain behold thus opproatliing as a tclkn- of 

[Enter TAi.TiiTBit:s.] 
Tai, Tlioii Jhc wife of Hector, once the bravest of the 
Phrygian?, loathe nie not;^'* for not willingly Uo I bear the 
I common message of the Greeks, and of the Bons of I'elops, 

AsDR. What is it ? How thou dost begin a prelude of 
' woes for me I 

Tai.. It has been dctcrmijied tliat this boy— how shall I 
Bpeak the word 1 

Andk. AVJiat, that he shall not have the same muster as 
we? 

Tal. Never sliall any ono of the Greeks bo his master, 
Akdr. But [baa it been determined] to leave him here, a 
I remnant of the Phrygians? 

Tal. I know not how to tell thee cviia gently. 

Andk. I commend your delicacy, save if you tell good 

I Tai. They will Blay thy Bon — that yoa may hear n 
I great ill. 

I Andb. Alas ! how do I hcai this, a greater evil than my 
1 buptials I 

I Tai, And tHysses, speaking among the assembled Greeks, 
prevails. 

Andr. Woe ! woe again ! for we are suffering no moderate 
UIs.— 

Tal, Ilaring spoken thus; '"Do not train up the son of a 
most excellent aire," 

Andr. Such victory may he gain on behalf of his own ! 
i Tai_ "But it behooved lliem to cast him down from the 
■ towora of Troy." [And so let it be, and you will appear more 
wise ;] nor do thou ding to him, but grieve nobly in thy trou- 
bles, nor think that you have any power, having none. For 
thou hast no resource ; and you must reHect both thy city 
I and husband are no moi-e, an.d thou art overpowered, and wc 
^ are able to make a stand against a single woman. On tins 
wish thee neither to loi'e strife, nor to do any thing 

' Cf. Senec Troad. B23, "Durai miniHtar sortis, lioo primnm peto; 
ore qCBQiTis verba dicantnr men. Nan osae credos noatni: Oniiorum, 
nium, Froceramqiic vox eet" Hee Brunuk. on Sopii. Aat. E31 sq. 
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base or invidious, nor yet to liurl curses against tlie C 
l-'or if thou slialt say any thing; at which the army will b 
angry, this cbild will neither be buried, nor meet with lamen- 
tation. But keeping silence, and bearing thy fortunes well, 
tbou wiit not leave the corpse of this boy unburied, and will 
thyself meet with Greeks more kind. 

ANnn. dearest child, O tliou above all things prized, 
thou wilt perish at the hands of foes, leaving thy wretched 
mother. Truly the nobleness of thy sire iiath undone thee, that 
which was wont to be the protection of others; but the brav- 
ery of thy father came not seasonably for thee. O my ill- 
fortuned bed and bridals, with which I once on a time enter- 
ed the house of Hector, not as about to bear a victim for the 
Greeks, but a king for fertile Asia. O child, dost thou weep ? 
DoBt thou perceive thy troubles? Why dost thou seize mo 
with thy hand, and cling to my gnrments, ci-ouching under 
my wings like a nestling? Hector will not come, liaving 
Bcized hia renowned spear, returning from beneath the earth, 
bearing safety to thee, nor the kindred of thy sire, nor the 
Btrenglli of the Phrygians. But falling on thy neck without 
pity by a grievous leap from aloft, thou wilt burst thy wind- 
pipe. O youthful burden of my arms, most dear to tliy 
mother, sweet odor of tliy skin, viunly in truth did this 
breast nourish thee in thy swaildling-clothes, and vainly did 
I toil and was worn down with cares. Now, never again, 
embrace tliy mother, fall at tho feet of her who bore thee, 
and wind thy arms around my back, and join thy lips to 
mine- O Greeks, who have devised barbarian ills, why slay 
ye this child, in nothing guilty ? O germ of Tyndarus, thou 
art no daughter of Jove, but I deem thee to have Bpi-ung from 
many fathers, first from an Evil Genius, then from Envy, 
Mui^er, and Death, and as many ills as the earth cherishes. 
For never will I say that Jove begat thee, a bane to many 
both barbarians and Greeks. Perdition seize thee! for 
through thy too bright eyes lliou hast basely destroyed the 
renowned plains of the Phrygians. Drag, hear away, cast 
headlong, if to cast headlong seems good ; banquet on his 
fiesh. For we by the Gods are undone, and can not ward off 
death from our son. Hide my -wretched frame, and cast me 
into the ship ; for to a pleasant wedding do I wend my way, 
having lost my cliihi. 
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Cuoh. Uiiliappy Troy, liiou Last lost innumeruljle men for 
the sake of one womiui aod one liiitcd tnutcli. 

Tai„ Come, O boy, having dismissed the friendly embrace 

< of yonr wretched mother, go to tlie loity battlements of thine 
Oncestrnl towers ; where tlie vote has decided for thee to 

I yield thy life. {To his followers) Take hold of him. {Aside) 
And yet it behooves a man to herald Puch commaiida, who is 
destitute of pity, and a greater friend to ^hamele^tness than is 
my mind. 

Hec. O cliild, O son of my hiipless son, thy molher and I- 
are unjustly robbed of thy life. What shall I do 1 How 
Bb&ll I treat thee, ill-fated one? We will give thee these 

' tieatiugs of the head and blows upon the breast, for over these 
wo have a power. Alas, for' the dly! and alas, for thee! 
Por what troubles have we not? what do we lack of going 

I completely through utter deMniction ? 

CiiOR. Telanion, kiiig of bee-nurturing Salamis, inhahit- 

I ing the territory of a wave-encircled isle, lying close upon tho 
aacred hills, where Minerva first ehowed forth the branch of 
dull-green ivy, a heavenly crown, the adornment of fertile'^'' 
Athens ; thou earnest to act gloriously in company with the 
bow-bearing son of Alcmena, to sack Troy, Troy, our cjly, 
when before thou earnest [from Greece], s' when he led the 
first chief flower of Greece, grieved on account of his steeds,*" 
and at the broad-flon-ing Simois stopped his sea-pasung bark, 
ond fastened the cables tied to tho stems of the vessels, and 
out of the ship look his well-guided arrows, a destruction to 
Laomedon, and having broken down tho contrivances of 
Phoebus' skill'^'' by the red blast of fire, sacked the territory 

L of Troy, and twice with two assaults'" the bloody spear ovcr- 

■ threw the walb around Troy. In vain, O son of Laomedon,^' 



phaticolly appliei 
639. 

'■' But see Burgea, 

" Which Lnoineiion Iind protnised to Hereulea, for Ibe delivery of 
Ileaionc Cf. Ovid Met. id. fab. &. 

" Litemliy, "of PlicEbiis' phirab.line." Cf. vs. S, ioifloc rt tiiyii 
i.aivav! Jn'-pyotf irrpif ■OpBolniv We/iev Kavoeiv. Pollux, vii. 31, p. S68, 
cd. Sober. On nwio/ujra, beb Seidler'a note. HTginna, Fab. kxxix.. ap- 
penra to liave Euripides in view in his BCcoantof thestoryof Laainedon. 

" TliiaiaHeatli'BBiplnniilioii. " Ganymede^ 
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llioii Last llie filling oFlliccupBofJove,iniiost glorious sei-vio8 
fteppiiig Jelicately amid the offerings of golden wine-pom^* 
in<^ ; but tlie laud which gave thee birth is ravngetl by firo, 
and the sea-shores resound, 'Like na a bird luonms lor Iicr 
young, some for their busbtuids, some for tlieir children, and 
some for their aged mothers."^ But thy dewy paths and the 
courses of the games are no more ; but thou art nurturing tli; 
youthful face in beauty at the throne of Jove, in a sweet calm i 
but the Grecian spear has undone the land of Priam. Love, 
love, thou' that once earnest to ihe Dardonian house, an ob- 
ject of care to the Gods of heaven, how gloriously then didst 
thou eiialt Tray, joining alliance with the God§! I will no 
longer speak of the disgrace of Jove ;" out the light of wliil«- 
pinioiicd day, beloved by mortals, beheld the land [of IVoy] 
dustroj'cd, beheld the ruin of I'ergamus, [altliough] having'' 
a husband descended from this laud as her partner, ''° whom 
the four-horsed golden chariot of the stars snatched off, a great 
hope to his father-land ; but the afl'ections of iho Gods for 
Troy hiive disappeared."'^ 

[filter MENELiua,] 
Uen- O thou frtir-shining beam of the sun on this diiy,'' in 
shall obtain possession of ray wife Helen ; for I am 
it Munelaus who have toiled m ucli, as did the Achican host.'''' 
But I came to Troy, not, as they think I did, on account of 
my wife, but ^iunst the man, who, having deceived his host, 
stole away my wife from my house. He, then, has paid the 
penalty lo the Gods, himself and his land falling by the Gre- 
cian spear. But I am come to lead away the l^edamonian 
woman, (for I can not with pleasure call her by the name of 
wife, who once was mine,) for in this enslaved dwelling she is 
ibcred with the other Trojan women. For they who ob- 
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.60; with MS. Flor. 
lay Jove's lovu to Lis diagrnce." 
Ixmroa agrepa with ^/tepa implied in ri i-iic il/i. ^iyyoi;- 
■• i. e. Tilbonui TtKKOTioihi is used pa«iT«ly="onundlli" 
™ L & avail not These loves vere, I. Jovo'u nneeiou fur Gaoyniede, 
]L Aororn's for TithonuE, III. Venus' for Aiicuisei ' - ■ ' 
' omiU. Cf Ovid Heroid. it. igiS sqq. 
r6ie limits tha exclamation to tliis seuB~ 
See Hatthlie 
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I tallied bcr Ly the toil of ttnj ppenr, linvc given licr to me to 

■ hIii}', 01', >f not inlaying her, 1 wisli tu lead her baelc again to 
I llic Grecian land. Bnt it ia my determination to let alone 
I Ihe fate of Helen, wiiile in 'X'roy, but to lead her in a sailing 
B bark to the land of Greece, and then to give her there to be 
I slain, aa a penalty for as many as have died, her friends at 
I Troy. But come, ye servanlR, enter the liouse, bring her out, 
I drawing her by her hair with blood defiled ; but when litvoi"- 
I able breezes come, we will send her to Greece. 

I Hec. O chariot of earth, and thou who hast thy seat over 
I earth, whoever tliou art, hard to be known even by conjec- 
I ture, Jove, whether [thou art] the necessity of natui-e, or the 
I mind of mortals, I pray to iiiea ; for, proceeding by a noisc- 
I let« track, tliou guidest all mortal affairs according to justice. 
I Men, What is it, that you liave made a new prayer to the 
' Gods? 

Hec. I commend you, Menelaus, should you slay your wife. 
But, beholding this woman, {pointing to Helen,) fly, lest Bhe 
make thee a captive by a desire for her. For her eyes destroy 
men, devastate cities, and fire houses. Such bewitching wiles 
hatii she. I know her, and Ihou, and they who Lave suf- 
I'^ered. 

I Heu;n. Menelaus, thia prelude indeed is fit matter for fear j 
I for by the hands of thy servants am I hurried out by force 
I before these dwellings. Bnt I know full well that I am loathed 
I by thee j yot still I would fain ask what resolves there are lo 
I the Greeks and thyself concerning my life, 
I Men. You have not arrived at a Bettled judgment, but the 
I whole army, whom you injured, have given you to mo to slay. 
I Hel. Is it permitted me then lo answer by a speech, lo 
I this point, that if I die, I shall not die justly ? 
I Men. I have not come for words, but to kill thee. 
I Hec. Listen to her, lest she die lacking a hearing, O Menc- 
I lauB, and leave a speech on the contrary aide against her lo 
I tne J for thou knowest naught of her misdeeds at Troy. And 
ft my whole reasons, when put together, will cause her death, 

■ 80 that she shall in no wise escape. 

■ Men. Thisgrant requires dej^y; but if shewishestospeak, 
K ahe may. But it is on account of thy re(|uc3t, (that she may 

■ know it,} that I give her this permission ; hut I will not grant 

■ it for her oivn sake. 
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!L. Thou pci'fhiince, liceming me :iii enemy, will llo^ ;iii- 
: me, whether I Mem 1o fipeak well oi- ill. Iful I will 
answer tlio poinW,"" wliere I tliink thou wouidat license me^ 
if you enme to the question with mc, opposing my ehat^cs 
anil thine. First, this woman, in liriiiging tbrlh Faris, brought 
forth the beginning of evils ; secondl}', ihc old man desiroycd 
both Troy and myself, in not sluying ihe infant Paris at the 
time, that bitter mimicry of a fire-brand. Henceforth hear 
how the rest of mnllers stwid- This youth judgcJ the triple 
yoke of the three Goddesses. And PnUas" gift to Vans was 
that, leading an anny of Phrygians, lie should overturn Greece ; 
but Juno promised that he BhouU posecK Asia and Ihe 
bounds ofEurope as a kingdom, if Paris should give n verdict 
for her ; but Venus, celebrating gently my person, itromiwid 
to bestow me as n gift, if she should surpass the Goddesses 
in beauty. Now consider the progress of the story, how it 
stands. Venus conquers the Goddesses. And thus fur my 
nuptials benefited Greece. Ye were not overcome by the bar- 
barians, cither in standing ngajnst their spears, or by their 
tyranny. But in those things in which Greece was forlunnte, 
I was undone, being sold for [ilie prize of adjudged} beauty,'" 
and I tim reproached with those things, on account of which 1 
ought rather to wear a crown upon my head. You will say 
that I have not yet come to the matlcr in hand, how I privity 
deported from thy house. Tlie Evil Genius of this woman 
came, (whether you will call him Alexander or Paris,) having 
with him no weak a Goddess ; whom thou, O most bnse one, 
leaving in your house, didst set sail in a ship for Ihe land of 
Crete. Well ! I will not ask thee, but myself, with what in- 
tent did I follow a stranger from my home, betraying my 
country and house? Chastise the Goddess, and be thou more 
potent than Jove ; who over the other Gods indeed has power, 
but is her slave ; and there is an excuse for me. But after 
this thou mayest find a specious charge against me ; [that] 
wh«n Alexander, dying, went beneath the recesses of the i 
it l>ehooved me, since my nuptials were no longer the 
of tlie Gods, to quit the house, and to come to the ships i 

" neoth rightly roji>iir1.-s, tbat ii- 
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Greeks. I altcmpleil tliie vi'iy thing; niitl llie guardinn of 
llie gutes and the walcbmcn on the walls are niy witnesses ; 
who oiien ftiund me trying Ly stealth to let down this body 
witji ropes from the battlements. But this new husband, Dei- 
phohiis, huving seized me by force, against the will of the 
Phrygian?, possessed me aa a wife. How then, after this, 
should I die with justice, and rightly^' at thy band, my hus- 
band, I whom Olio man weda by force, but with regard to llio 
things from home,^in place of victory, was bitterly a slave'? 
Sut if thou wouldst fain ovei'como the Gods, thy wish in this 
respect is foolish. 

CuoK. O queen, avenge thy children ancl countiy, refuting 
the persuasion of this woman, since she, being an evil-doer, 
Bpeaks well. This then is dreadful. 

Heo. I will first be an ally to the Goddesses, and will 
prave that this woman speaks things not just. For I do not 
think that Juno and Vii^n Pallas would arrive at such a 
pitch of silliness, as for the one to sell Argos to the barba- 
rians, or Pallas ever to make Athens a slave to the Phryg- 
ians i they who came to Id* with games and wantonness re- 
Bpecting beauty. For why should the Goddess Juno have 
* had such a passion after beauty ? Was it that she might ob- 
tain a better husband than Jove? or was Minerva hunting 
after the alliance of some one of the Gods, she who, avoiding 
nuptials, obtained the boon of virginity from her sire? Do 
not make the Goddesses [appear] silly, adorning thuie own 
fiiiilt. You will not persuade the wise. But thou Eoidst (for 
this is very ridiculous !) that Venus came with my son to the 
house of Menelaus. Couldsbenot, remaining qui et in heaven, 
have led thee, Amyclae,^' and all, to Troy7 My son was most 
Hurpasring in beauty, but thy mind, on seeing him, became a 
Venas.^' For every folly among mortals is their Aphrodite; 
and well does the nama of the Goddess begin with folly."* 

hom, forsooth, beholding radiant in barbarian vesture and 
, gold, thou wast maddened in souL For thou didst dwell at 

" " Quomodo juste occidar, et quiilnm b te." Mattui^ 

" i. e. licr beauty, her Hifinpi^ia, Buya Ualtliis, bnt I &iu Lordly sati*- 

" The birth-plnoe of Castor and Pollnx. 

" i. c played Iho part with 'whicli you charge the Goddess. 

" A ploy upon 'A^poi'iTJi nnd dffloafi'ii. 
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Ai^w, having bat lUtle state ; but, quilting Sparln, thou ditkt 
hope that the dty of the Phrygians, flowing with golJ, woiil' ' 
crverwhelm thee id extravogaDce. Not were the dwelLioge o 
Henelaus suffidcnt for thee to nanton in thy luxury. Well V 
Tor tboo aayeet that my son carried thee away forcibly. V/hof' 
of the Spartans perceived it 1 Or what cry didst thou utter, ' 
while Castor, thy brother, was a youth yet living, and not yet 
among the stars. And when thou earnest to Troy, and the 
Aleves after thy footsteps, and there waa ft contest with the 
spear, you used to commend MencIauB, if liis nffiiirs were an- 
nounced to thcc as proapering, in order that my son might be 
annoyed, having a mighty competitor for thy love. But if 
the Trojans were successful, be was nothing. And looking 
to fi>rtnne, yon studied to follow nfier it, but did not wish [to 
follow] rirtuc. And then yon Bay that you tried to rteal thy 
body away, letting it down Irom the towers, as if remaining 
ngaJDSt your wilH Where, I pray, wasyou caught either 
hanpng from ropes, or sharpening the sword T which a gen- 
erous woman would have done, hail slie longed after ber for- 
mer bn^band? And yet I ailuonished thee much and oflen : 
**0 daughter, go away ; and my sons shall form other mar- 
riages ; und I, having aided thy stealthy escape, will send thee 
to the Grecian ships j and do thon cause the Greeks and our- 
selves to cease from strife. But this was bitter to thee; for 
thon wast wantoning in the house of Alexander, and wished 
to be reverenced by the barbarians. For great thoughts were 
tbinc ; and, moreover, you came forth hanng carefully ar- 
ranged thy body, and didst behold ibesame sky as thy husband, 
O thou despicable one I whom it behooved to come humble in 
tattered ra^ trembling with dread, and with thy head sfaa\'cu, 
Seythian-Iike,^ having more of modesty than shamclessnei'i', 
afier (by former «ns. Menelaw, (that thou mayest know, 
where I will end mywords,)do thou place a crown on Giwjcc, 
slaying this woman, as becomes thee, and establish this law 
for other women, that she shall die who betrays her husband. 
Chor. Menelaus, punish thy wife in a manner befitting thy 
alors and bouse, and remove from Greece the reproach of 
ninncy, showing thyself noble against thy enemies. 
..[eh. Thou hn?t fallen into the same opinion with myself, 
fctiiis woman went willingly from my house lo a strange 
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' bed, and that Venus ia introduced in lier tale by way of gloM. 
Go to the stoncrs, and in brief time recompense the long la- 
bors of the Greeks, dying, lliat Ihou maycst learn not to dis- 
grace me. 

Hex.. Do not, I implore jou bj your knees, charging me 
, witli the disorder sent by the Gods, slay me, but forgive. 

Hec. Nor do thou betray those Jilliea of tliinc, whom she 
I has deetroyed. I beseech thee on their behalf and their cliil- 

Men. Cease, aged woman ; but for this one I cure not. 
But 1 bid my sei-vants bear her away to tiic prows of the sliips, 
where she shall talie her voyage, 

Uec. Let her not embark in the same ship with thee. 

Men. And why? Carries she a heavier weiglit than before? 

Hec. He ia no lover, who does not love forever. 

Men. Tliat the mind of loved ones may turn out (as it will); 
but it shall be as you wish ; for she shall not cmhark in tlio 
sliip in which I do ; for you do not say ill. But arriving at 
Ai^os, she, a bad woman, shall perish bjidly, as she clcservcs, 
and shall establish [a law] for women to be chaste. This in- 
deed is not easy : but nevertheless her death will hring fear on 
their folly, cvcd though they be still worse. 

CiiOR. Thus then hast thou, O Jove, betrayed to tlie Greeks 
thy shrine and altar of frank incense in Troy, and the flame of 
caikes, and the smoke of myrrh reaching lo heaven, and holy 
Pergaraus, and the Idiean, Idieim groves ivy-bearing, (and) 
watered by the rivci'-like snow, and the boundai7 first lit by 
the sun, the shining, divine [mountain's] heiglit.'^'' Vanishcil 
are thy sacrilieea, and the w«U-omencd sounds of dances, and 
vigils fQr the Gods during the livelong night, and the forms 
of gobjfti images, and the divine full moons twelve in number. 
Tliere is a cai-c lo me, a care lo me, O king, wlicther thou re- 
gardeat these things, dwelling in thy celestial abode ofiEtber, 
white my city is perishing, which a burning attack of Hftme 
has caused to he dissolved. dear, O husband mine, thou in* 
. deed in death art roaming, utihuried, with no lustral stream :^^ 

-• i. e. (lio Biimmit of Mn, cnllcti n>ui', hcena&e ihe sun's light is 
it vinihle upon it, being observed nt uif-lit. Mu^ibvc rpfen^ I o Mela 
18. Piod. Sic, xvii. 7- Lnuret v. (lOa. 

' liiirgM qiiutca moat npixmlti'ly llesycliias; 'Avvipoi^oc [hetTnaii 
I iIvKt/ior (Jr] Jrofor, oi Jrfoi'/iti'Of, oWf run ua/iifn/iEmi. ni.i^tJi., 
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but me shall a marine ship, flitting along wicli hi wingn, bear 
over the sea to tho borse-feeding Argos, and lo wlicre ibiiy 
inhabit the heaven- towering Elono fortresses of the Cyelops. 
But a multitude of children at the galea groan long*"* with 
tears, they cry, they cry: — Alas! luothcr! the Greeks will 
carry me alone away fi'oin thy eight to a dark ship with sea* 
stirring oars, or to holy tialamis, or to the summit of Isthmue 
that overlooks two seas, where the land of Pelopa has its 
gates. Would that, while the bark of Menelaua is passing 
through the midst of the sea, the double holy fire of the thun- 
der-Bolt in the .^^ean Bea^">.might fall upon the middle of « _ 
the ship,^' because it l9«ta me much-sorrowing fi-om my ownfeofV™' 
laud of Troy, a slave for Greece, But the daughter of Jovo 
poaaessM golden mirrors, the delight of virgins.^-" But never 
may she come to the city of Sparta and lo the marriage 
chamber at the paternal hearth, nor to the city of I'ilane, 
and to the Goddess with the brazen gates, ''^ bringing upon 
mighty Greece the disgrace of her inauspicious nuptials, and 
ID turn sod Hufferinga to Simois* slroams. Alas! alas I new 
foi-tunea upon new in tiirn befall this land. See, ye wretched 
wives of the Trojans, the corpse of Astyanax [brought] hitii- 
cr, whom the Greeks have slain by a cruel hurling from the 
lowers. 

Tm- O Ilecubn, one ship^' which is left is about to con- 
vey Iho remaining spoils of tho son of Achilles to the shores 
of Phthia. But Neoptoiemug himself has gone, having heard 
some new misfortune of Peleus, how thiit Acastus, the son of 
pelias,'^ has expelled him from his country. On which ac- 
iDt ha has departed more hastily, than if lie had grace of 
ly, and with him Andromache, tlic cause to me of many 

From tlie »iBnity of Knrp'opof to drri/iipo^, nrd otlier piniilnr worda, 
fsM MsLtliifB, and Vslufc. on Timocril. Adoniny. p. 243,) I tliint vb 
■halldo little violencG in cunei during- that on idea ot ezleiiiion or length 
i> implied, sndhflnoe we may tafee a-riva KaTfopa to mean "groan cKin- 
tinuolly." Mntthue's explanatioB, "Ini^rj-njis quaai eppleti," seems to 
se liim hilt indifFurontl y. 
I pMer ir?.araf with Dindorf. 

Ukitbix tokos 'Aij'iu'ou with jtcp. irOp, not wilb /ifnof irD.ayii^. 
These wordd are strangely placed. 8ae niodnii 
The temple of Minerva rlinlcliioiki at ti].«iin. Cf Ual. 228. 
IJterillly, "the row iug of one sbip." 
■W S«e Borlifs' note, and a loni;, but tmpoHuiil dis.inisitiou of tha 
llloliilat. 
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tears, when she set out I'rom tliis liuid, bemoaning her coun- 
try, and calling upon ihe tomb of Hector. And she obtained 
leave from him to hare this corse huried,^^ who, the son of 
thy son Hector, falling from the walla, breathed out his life; 
and for this brazen-backed shield, the terror of the Greeks, 
which this boy's father used to throw round his side, [she 
craved] tliat he would not cause it to pass to the bouse of 
Peleus, nor to the same" chamber, where Andromache, the 
mother of this boy, will be wedded, a grief to behold ; but 
to bury the boy in it, instead of coflins of stone and cedar, 
and [lor me] to give the corpse into thy hands, that thou 
mayest lay it out adorned with garments and with garlands, 
as tar as you have power in your present circumstances ; 
since she herself is gone, and the Lurry of her lord prevented 
her from entombing her son. We therefore, as soon as yon 
have adorned the corse, having cast the earth upon him, will 
set up a spear. "^ But do you, as quickly as possible, perfoiTU 
what is enjoined. From one toil, indeed, I have freed you. 
For passing over tiiese streams of Scaraandor, I washed the 
corpse and cleansed the wounds. But I will go and dig an 
excavated grave for him, that our tasks both on my side and 
thine, being speedily combined, may hasten our ship's sail 
homeward. 

Hec. Place the round-turned shield of Hector on Ihe ground, 
a grievous spectacle, and not pleasant for me to behold, O ye 
Greeks, who have greater renown for war thaii wisdom, why 
did ye, fearing this boy, work a fresh slaughter? Was it Iobl 
he should ever restore fallen Troy? Naught were ye tlien, 
when, while Hector was prospering in the field, and we had 
innumerable other forces, we were undone ! But when the 
cily has been taken and the Ptirygians are undone, ye fear 
an infant like this? I praiao not the fear of him who fearti 
without going through any reasons. O dearest one, how ill- 
fortoned hns death come to thee ! For if thou hadst died on 
I lichalf of the city, having attained to youth, and met with 
nuptials, and God-like kingly power, thou hadst been blest, 
if aught of these things is blest. Now, on Iho contrary, 
ing seen and known this in thy soul, O cliild, thou dtdst 
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not know il,''<' mi<l having [posscsfionsj at borne, thou host 
used nothing. O wretched one, liow niisernbly hjivc thy an- 
teslral walls, the fortifications of Loxiaa, shorn thine hair,'"" 
whose rich locks thy mother nurtured well, nnd giive to it 
kisses, from whence, Rmid the broken bones, niui'dcr grins 
out, not to speak what is shocking."*' O hands, how do yo 
bear the pleasant likeness of your father ; but for me yo lie re- 
laxed in your joints. O beloved mouth, that used to utter 
many n boafit, thou hast perisbed ; thou bast deceived me, 
since, clinging fast to my garments, thou wouldst say, "O 
mother, truly will I cut off maiiy locks of my hair for thee, 
and to thy tomb'™ will lead bands of my compeers, present- 
ing a friendly address [to Iby manes]. But thou dost not 
Piury] me, but I, an aged woman, without a city, without 
cbildi'en, buiy thee the younger, a wretched corse. Aias ! 
those many cmbracings, and my cares in nursing, and those 
t sleeps"'^! have vanished. And what inscription would a 
poet write for tlieeon thy tombi "This boy, who lies here,"" 
tha Greeks once on a time slew through fcarf" A disgrace- 
ful inscription, indeed, for Greece I But, O thou, who hast 
not obtained thy ancestral possessions, ne^'ertbclcss ahalt thou 
iiave [thy father's] brass-backed shield, in wlith thou shall, 
be buried. thou that bast oft preserved the Inir formed 
arm of Hector, thou bast lost thy beet guaidian How sweet 
is the impression [of his hand] which lies upon the elisp,'"° 
and the sweat upon the well-turned cirLumlLrt^nLO of the 
shield, which Hector hath often, amid his tods dropi cd from 
his forehead, placing thee against his cheek Come bnng the 
adornments &>r the wretched corse, according to our present 
means; for the deity gives no fortune for splendor; but from 
such as I have, shall thou receive these. But foolish is the 
mortal, who, seeming to fare well, securely rejoices ; fur in 

" Scidler riglitly »nppl[ea oin olaffii liiiv no! yvov(. 

"" Matthue observes, KparSc ia referred to jioiiTpvx°^ ia vp. 1175, llie 
signiGcatiDn uf which is already contained ia isctpcv. 

'" Ucaaing the Mattered brain. See tlie commenlatoi'B. 

"* Burg, llovoi f uiim/at, Herm. Tirroi t' iviniai. 

'^ I can not aee ADyBQase infiTrvtu. and MnE^ave'H£//i'of ia little hot- 
ter. I think nami, is the coprcot reading, as Tyw^i mWi r' fKchtit — 
"that labor 1 underwent in bringing thee np," seems at oneo a clear 
"d natural expre^ion. 

■^ Saeh aeoniB to lie the foroe of ri . 
I* I rend o^ fur oSf, with Ihibree. 
' Voi- H— - 




THE TBJ 



[1203— 124& 



in, leap here and 



tbeir changes miafortui 

there, and the same man is never fortunate. 

Choh- And truly these women are bearing in their Lands 
I the decoralioa of Phrygian spoiJs to fit the dead. 

Hi'X:. child, thee not conquering thy compeers on horse- 
Iwck or in archery, whicli customs the Phrygians cultivate, 
I not bunting'"' after these pursuits to excess — to thee the 
mother of thy aire offers gifts of what was once thine, but now 
' the heaven-detested Helen hath bereft thee, and moreover 
hath taken away thy life, and thoTiiughly destroyed thine 
vhole house. 

CuOR. Alas! alas! thou hast touched, thou hast touched 
my very soul, Othou who wast once a mighty ruler of the city. 
Hi«;. But those in which thou oughtest to have dad thy 
person, wedding the best damsel of the Asiatics, these Phryg- 
ian robes X lit to tliyskin. And thou, that once wast the vic- 
torious mother of ten thousand trophies, thou beloved shield 
of Hector, receive this crown, for tbou shall die, not being 
dead, with tbis corse, since it is meet to honor thee much more 
than the arms of the crafty and vile Ulyascs. 

Chor. Alas! alas! the earth will receive thcc, a sad ohjecl 
>fwailing,0 child; groan, mother. 
Hicc. Alas! 

CnoR. The lamentation for the dead. 
Hec. Alas for me ! 

CiiOR. Alas! indeed, for thy ill-fated woes. 
Hec. Thy wounds, indeed, I will unhappy beal with band- 
ages, possessing the name of a physician, but not the deeds, 
I But for the matters among the dead thy father will take care. 
Choh. Smite, smite the head with thy band, giving frequent 
I t>eatings of the band. Alas, for me! 
Hec. O doarest women. 

CuoB. [HccubaJ, » # * * say"" v/bat cry thou utterest. 

Hec. There was naught [^determined] by the Gods, save 

T toils for me ; and Troy is haled far above all cities, and vainly 

\ &i we sacrifice steers. But unless a God had overturned 

, casting us from above beneath the earth, being in ob- 



if. oof ia probably Ite ten 
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seurity, we should rCt be hymned in song, furnishing a sub- 
ject of poems for mortals hereafter. Go, bury the dead in 
bb sad tomb, for he has such adornments of ihc dead as ai'c 
suitable. But I think tiiat it innkcs little difference to the 
dead, if any one obtains atimptuous funeral attire. For this 
is a vain boaat even among the living. 

Cuon. Alas I alas! wretched molhcr, who hast come to an 
end of the great hopes of life in thee. And being deemed very 
happy, in that thou waet sprung front noble anceejors, thou 
Last perished by a fearful death. 

Hec. Woe! \yoeI Whom do I see on these Trojan heights 
shaking their hands fiery witli brands ? Is some new ill about 
to befall 'I'roy. ' 

Tai.. I proclaim to you leaders of (he bands, who arc iqi- 

pointed to burn this citadel of Priam, no longer to keep the 

llamc idle in your hands, but to hurl t!ie (ire, that, having 

, raxed ihc city of Ilium, we may gladly set sail homo from 

m^Troy. But (that the same speech may have two form a'"*) go, 

ifispring of the Trojans, when tlie cliicfiains of the army 

'^pve the clear sound of the trumi>et, to Ibe ships of the Greeks, 

that ye may set sail from the land. And do thou, aged, 

roost unfortunate lady, follow me. These are come after thet 

from Ulysses, to whom the lot Senas you a slave from this land. 

Hec. Alas mc wretched! This then is the last, the bound- 
ary at last of all my woes. I shall go from my country; my 
city is burned up with fire. E ut do Ihou, O aged foot, follow, 
although with difficulty, that I may salute my hapless ci^. 
O Troy, Ibou, that once didst breathe a migh^ spirit among 
barbarians, wilt soon he deprived of thy renowned name. Tliey 
are burning thee, and leading us slaves from out the land. 
Alas! yo Gods. And wherefore do I invoke the Gods? For 
before they heard not when invoked. Come, let us rush to 
the pyre, since it is most honorable for me to die in company 
with this my burning country. 

Tal. Thou art raving, O wretched one, through thy woes. 
But lead her; spare not. For it is meet to give her into the 
hand of Ulysses, and send hor as his reward. 

Hec. O woe ! woo ! woe ! O sire, Satumian offspring, nder 
if Phrypo, dost behold how we are suffering things unwortJiy 
^ia descendants of Cardanus? 




■Be THE XaOADES. [ISST— ISSS. 

I CuoK. He belioUs. But the mighty city Troy, now no 

B'City, is perished, is no mure. 

I Hec. O woe 1 woe ! woe ! Troy Bliiiiet, and tho heights of 

|.Fergainus, unit the city, and the Bummits of the walls arc lit 

I with the flame. 

t Chor. And like aa smoke with heaTen-asccrding'"^ wing, 

Bhie land, having ijiHen by the spear, wastes away. Tlie 

KhouBCB ai'e burned up, ravaged by the fire, and by the hostile 

bpear. 

V Hec. Alaa! O earth that hast nurtured my children, 

K Chor. Woe I woe I 

■ Hec. children, listen, hear the words of your mother. 
W Chor. With a dirge thou callest on the dead. 

■ Hec- And placing my aged members on the ground, and 
I.Rniting the eni'th with two hands. 

I CuoB. In response to thee I place my knee on the ground, 

I calling upon our wretched husbands beneath the earth. 

I Hec. We arc led, we are hurried away. 

I Chor. A grief, a grief thou uttereat. 

I Hec. To a house of slavery, and this loo from my country. 

■ A^Bs! OFriom, Fiiara, you indeed perishing art unburicd, of 

■ itiende destitute, ignorant of my woe. 

K Cqob. For black death hath closed the eyes of the pious 
■jfslainj] by impious slaughter. 

■ ~ Hec. Alas! temples of the Gods, and beloved city, 
I Chor. Woe I woo ! 

■ Hec, You have the bloody flame and the point of the spear. 
H Chor. Quickly will you fall without a name to the beloved 
B ground. 

I Hec. And the dual, ascending into the air, with wing like 
I that of smoke, will make mc ignorant of my house. 
I CuoR. And the name of tho land will pass away unknown ; 
m juid each thing in different ways will vanish ; and wretched 

■ Troy is no more. 

P Hec. Have ye learned, have ye heard ? 

■ CuoR. What, tlie sound of [falling] Troy? 

K Hec. a shock, a shock, will ovcrwlielm the whole eily. 

VAIas ! trembling, trembling limbs, bear ye my footsteps. Wend 

Bthy way to the slavish day of thy life. 

H Chor. Alas! wretched city; but nevertheless advance Ihy 

B-ibot toward the ships of Ihe G-rccks. 

H '°' I rend obpaPiif, with Keieke and Diiiilurf. 
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PERSONS REPEESENTED. 

MERCURY. 
ION. 

CHORUS OF THE HAND- 
MAIDS OF CREUSA. 
CREUSA. 
XUTHUS. 

OLD MAN OR PiEDAGOGUE. 
SERVANT OF CREUSA. 
PYTHIA. 
MINERVA. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Creusa, being violated by Apollo, exposed her infant in a cave, from 
whence he was conveyed to the temple at Delphi by Mercury. His 
mother being subsequently united to Xuthus, was childless, but, upon 
consulting the oracle, Xuthus was directed to salute as his own son the 
first person he met on coming out of the temple. Hence his name of 
Ion. In jealousy at the supposed illegitimate offspring of her husband, 
Creusa attempted to poison Ion, but a discovery took place, leading to 
the recognition of mother and son. By the advice of the oracle, Xuthus 
was still kept in ignorance as to the real father of Ion, and rejoiced in 
thus obtaining a son. 




S, wlio wears' on his brazen slioulders lieavcn, the an- 
cient dwelling of the Gods, from one of the Goddesses^ begat 
Maia, who brought me forth, Mercury, tlie messenger to Jove, 
greatest of thi5 deities. But I am eomc to this land of Del- 
phi, where Pbcebus, sitting on the central navel stone^ of the 
earth, gives oracles' to mortals, ever divining both things that 
are and things that shall be. For there ia a, city of the 
Greeks not obscure, named after Pallas of the golden spear, 
where Phccbua by force joined in wedlock Oreusa, the daugh- 
ter of Erectheus, where the northern rocks beneath the hill 
of Pallns, in the land of the Athenians,^ the chieftains of the 
Attic territory call Macrajan. But unknown to her father, 
(for BO it pleased the God,) she bore the burden of her womb, 
and, when her time came, having brought forth a boy in the 
house, Creusa carried the Infant to the same cave where slic 
had been united to the God, and exposes it as if about to die 



mcHn any tiling n 
n. Homer. Od. A. 
e referenco to tJie '' 



I 'By txTpi^uv Ennpidfis does not nppenr b 
than ^ruv, which is used by He»iail Tliei^, G 
Apolliraor. i. 3, S B. But perhaps tberu ia son 

toiT motion nf Hia henvens, oa in Virg. JEn. i.. , 

Atlas Axem humero tori/Ticl stclUs ardcntibus aptuoL" C£ Ilill on 
Dionys. Perieg. 87. 

• i. e. from Pleinne: others say, from jEthra. See Muncter on Hj- 
giD. Fab. cxcii. and I'oet. Astroo. il Zt. 

' Sea ray note on .^kch. Eum. p. 180, ed. Bohn. 

* Eustathias on Dion. Perieg. 1181, p. 206, cd. Hill, observes, rj i/i- 
vi/iieii' dtrZ TOu BcaTrlCciv riBjiai. Compai'c the couipound Bcimii^^/Bai 
lo Pollux i. 18. 

' See Matthiffi'a note. The eaaieat wny of rendering the pssnage is, 
* where ore the northern rocks, vhicli they call," &a. 
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Hn the \vcll-ro«ndi.'J cii'clo of a Lollow cmdlc, observing the 

Rustom of lier luiuestora and of enrlh-borii Erectheua. Fur 

Hie daughter of Jove buviDg joked for liiiu two dragons (is 

Ik guard of bis person, gives this custom to tbe Agraulian^ 

KriigiDS to observe, Wheace tbere is a certain custom tbere' 

fcmong the Ercctbidte, to train up tbeir children [encircledj 

Britb gold-wrougbt Bcrpents. But such ornaments aB the 

K^id possessed, sbo fitted to tbe chilil, and left, aa though 

bbout to perish. And Phccbus, being my brother, asks this 

Btvor : O brother, going to the eurtb-born people of the re- 

Biowned Athenians, (for thou knowest the eity of the Goddess,) 

Baking tbe new-born infant from tbe hollow rotli, bear it for 

Mie, thy brother, to my oracle, cradle, swaddle-clothes, and oil 

uhat it possesses ; and place it at the very entrance of my 

■temple. But the rer.t shall be my care, for the infant is mine 

Hthat yon may know this). But I, doing the favor for 

HUixias, having lifted up tbe woven cradle, carried it, and I 

^Nace the boy upon the steps of this temple, having opened 

WSbe woven basket of tbe cradle, that tbe child migbt be per- 

feeived. But with tbe cirda of tbe sun riding forth^ the 

briestess of tbe Goddess happens to be entering tbe prophetic 

■Hirine ; and casting her eye upon tbe infant boy, she marvel- 

Vm if any girl of the Delpbians bad dared to cast tbe fruit of 

Btter concealed throes at tbe house of the God. And she was 

Kfiiin to cast it beyond the threshold, but through pity she set 

Buide her cruel determination, and the God° was ally to the boy, 

Fthat be should not be east out of his abode. And taking him, 

rile trains htm up, but she knows not Pbtebus who begat him, 

nor tbe mother from whom he sprung ; and the boy knows not 

his parents. He, therefore, a youth, would wander sporting 

about tbe altars which fed bini ; but when his figure grew to 

inhood, the Dolphians made him guardian of tbe treasures of 

Bie God, and trustworthy conti'ollor of all, and in the shrines 

»f the God he has ever, up till now, passed a hallowed life.'" 

Dfitom of ndorning thB necks of children with Bcrpent-neck- 

aant. Agraulos wdb the wife of Ceurops. 

' Bead In for Ikci, villi Barnes. 

* It IB BtrangQ that no one ehntili] have unticrpateJ llie obvious 
tnendation x^ Oioc- Sec the uppciidii: to my notes ou ApuL do Uco 
""jr., where I firat printed lliia correction. 

' Exquisitely expressed by Talfonni, Ion, i. 1 r 
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But Creusa, wLo brought forth Ihc Ijciy, is united to Xuthus, 
in consequencQ of this kind of accident. There befell the 
Athenians and the Chalcidians, who dwell in the Eubfcan 
l.ind, a etorra of war, through which having toiled and term- 
inated by the spear, he received the honor of Creusu's nuptials, 
not being of the land, but an Achcean sprung from JEolvs, the 
son of Jove, But having long cohabited, ho and Creusa ai'Q 
childless; on fvhich account they arc come to this oracle of 
Apollo, through desire of chil)]ren. But Iioxiaa guided tho 
misfaKunc to this pass, and h»s not forgotten [his son], as it 
Beems. For he will give his own son to Xuthus on entering; 
this temple, and will sfty that lie is sprung irom him, in on'.nr 
that, coming to his mottier's house, he may be made known to 
Creusa, and the nuptials of Loxias maybe concealed, and tho 
boy obtain what is right. And he will appoint that his noma 
he called Ion thi'oughout Greece, the founder of the Asiatic 
territory. But 1 will enter into these laurel-decked recessep, 
that I mayleam what is determined concerning tho boy. For 

perceive the son of Loxias coming out hither, that with 
boughs of laurel ho may cleanse the porticoes before the tem- 
ile J and I, first of tho Gods, will call him by the name which 
le is about to obtain, Ion. 

[Mercury retires, and loN enters from the iempkJ] 

Ion. The sun now lights tip o'er the earth these shining 
ilhariola of bos four steeds, and the stars flee from this light 
of the ether into sacred night, and the untrodden heights of 
Parnassus illnmined receive the revolving-wheel of day. ' ' And 
the smoke of dry myrrh wings ila way to the roofs of Phcchus. 
And the Delphic woman ia sitting on the divine tripod, pro- 
chuming to tho Greeks tho chant which Apollo pronounces. 
But, O ye Delphian ministers of Phabus, go to the silver- 
like eddies of Castalia, and liaving laved yourselves in the 

"so hia !ifo hnth flow'd 

From its inyBterioDS urn a Bseved Btreaiii, 
In wboso culm depth the beautiful and pure 
Alone are mirror'd ; vrhicli, tlioitgh ahapca of ill 
May liovflr round its BUrfaes, gliJea in light, 
Aiid takes so Bbadow from, tliem." 
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F pure dews, approach the temple. But 'lis good to preserve 
I weU-oinened words, and to utter from jour own tonguea good 
livonia for [the hearings of] those who wish to consult the 
I oracle.'* But we, in tlie labors through which we huve ever 
Ktoiled from childhood, wilL with branches of laurel and with 
red garlands cleanse the entraucea of Phccbus, and will 
r the ground with moist drops, and with my bow will I 
o flight the flocks of birds which harm the holy ofierings ; 
IS being bom motherless and fatherless, I will serve tlie 
■ temples of Apollo which trained me up. Come, frpah-sprung 
I implement of fairest laurel, tliat swecpe.<!t the pavements of 
llPhoebus beneath hia shrine, [sprung] from immortal gardens, 
I irhere the holy dews, sending forth an eternal stream, hedew 
I the sacred foliage of the myi'lle, with which I sweep the 
I ground of the God, fultUling my daily task througliout the 
I day with the swift wing of the sun.'^ O Piean, O Pa;nn, 
I loayest thou be blest, be blest, son of Ijitona. In a worlliy 
I toil, indeed, O Phtebus, I serve tliee before thine house, bon- 
f-oring thy seat of oracles. But renowned is the labor for 
have niy hands ministering to the Gods, not to mortals, 
I but immortals, and I do not tire of laboring through toils of 
r fiune. Phtebus is my sire, my fallier, for I bless liini 
I that feeds me. But I call Phoebus in the temple by (he name 
J of father, useful to me. O Piean, O Prean, mayest thou be 
I Heat, be blest, O son of Ijatona. But I will cease my work 
I irilh the dragging of laurel; but from golden vessels I will 
I pour forth the stream of the earth, which the cildies of Cus- 
" "■ \ distill, sprinkling the dowy water, keeping pure from 
tials. 'W'ould that I might never cease thus serving Phte- 
, or that I might cease with good fortune. Ha! ha! the 
ged troop are now approaching, and leave their nests on 
. I bid ye not approach the batUements, nor the 
[old-decked houses. I ivill hit thee with my arrows, thou 
aid of Jove, overcoming the strength of birds with th^ 
Hither toward the courts another, a swan, is oaiiog 

'■ ^fovpclv for ipoi'pelT' is tlie satisfactory emendution of L. DindorE 
le rcaJur will do well to conault liis note. The senee lie cxpreBaes 
W: "lingais TaverH vog decet, ne a vcstris ipaoi'um liuguja iiifaagta 

MOinik cspinat qui congultiui oraculuui suitt." 

t '" i. e. from the Ban's first rising- So in vs, '11, li/i' IinrtiiovTOC f/klnc 



told 



i«4— sia.] WN. 9» 

Ilia way. Wilt tliou not bestir thy ruddy 1^ another way? 
In no way shall the lyre of Fhccbus, that accompanies ihc 
Bong, deliver thee from my bow. Tnrn aside your wings : go 
to Ibe Delian lake. If you will not obey, tliou wilt make 
bloody tby sweet-somiding songs." Ah ! uli ! wliat new bird 
is this that approaches I Is ehe about to place a nest of dry 
Bticka for her young beneath the eaves t The twanging of my 
bow shall prevent thee. Will you not obey? Go and in the 
eddies of Alpheus raise a family, or to the Isthmian wood, tliat 
the offeriogs may not be injured, nor the temple of Flicebua. 
Yet I have respect irom killing you, who announce the oracles 
of the Gods to mortals; but I will serve Phoebus with the 
labors to which I am subjected, and will not cease attending 
upon those who feed me. 

SEsnoiosrs. Not in divine Athena only are there courts of 
the Glods decked with columns, nor the worship of Aguicus,'* 
but also with Loxias, Latona's son, there is the fair-eyed light 
of twain countenances.'" See', behold how tlie son of Jove is 
slaying thiB" Lernsean hydra with a golden scythe, liegard 
it with your eyes, my friend. 

Sem. I perceive it, and near it another is raising a blazing 
brand. Who is it? Is it the warrior lolaus whoso story is 
told in my weaving, who, undertaking a common toil, exhausts 
company with the son of Jovet 

Sex. And now Itehold this hero mounted on a winged 

larger, how he slays the firc-breathing might of three bodies. 

Sem. On every side indeed I am turning my eyes. 

Heu. Regard the conflict of the giants on the stone walls. 

Sem. We are looking this way, O friends * * • " 

Sem. Dost ihou then perceive her who brandishes her Gor- 
shield against Enccladus ? 
EM. I perceive Pallas, my Goddess. 

Sem. What? Do you also [perceivej the lightning glitter- 

g on both sides, in the far-darting hands of Jove? 

neatly expressed by Woodliull : " obey, Or atreamlng 
id ahull intercept thy eong." 
Od this BuraHine ot Apollo, ace the note of ISnrDes. 
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Sem. I 6CC. lie is reiinciiig llie hoBlilc Miinaa to ashes 
I with the flamo. And JJaccbus Broniius slaj-s another'*" of the 
I children of em'tli with his ivy-bound staff. 

Choe. Thee, thee I call, tbat art by the temple, is it law- 
I All to enter the recesses with my white foot'^ • • » b 
lON- It is not lawful, O strangers. 
ChOR- Nor can 1 hear a word from thee ? 
Ion. What then do you wish? 

Ciioit. Does the abode of Phtebos I'cally occupy the centre 
navel-atoiio of the earth'? 

Ion. Ay, decked with garLatids, and around are the Gor- 
gona. 

Choe. So report also proclaims. 

Ion. If indeed ye have sacrificed a caka before the temple, 
I and wish to learn any thing from Pbcebus, go to the pavement 
[around the altar], but enter not the recess of the dwelling un- 
less sheep have been slaughtered. 

Chor. I have learned, and we will not tran^ress the cus- 
tom of the God ; but the things without shall delight the eye, 
loK. Regard all tilings with your eyes, that it is lawful. 
Chor. My masters have seal mo to behold this retirement 
[ of the God. 

Ion. And of what house are ye called servantsl 
Chor. The dwellings of Falias are the houses that nurtured 
' my masters. But thou askeet concerning this [my mistress] 
present.'*' 

Ion. Kohility is thine,^' and thy evidence of thy manners 

presents this appearance, I^dy, whosoever thou art. liut, 

by regarding appearance, one is for the most part wont to 

I learn respecting a man, whether be ia noble by nature. All ! 

but thou niakest rae sui'prised, closing thine eyes, and bedew- 

I ing thy noble cheeks with tears, as soon as thou sawcst the 

' holy shrines of Loxias. Wiierefore, O lady, hast thou fallen 

I into this state of care? Where all others rejoice, beholding 

the recesses of the God, here thine eye sheds tears. 

Ckegsa. O stranger, this conduct of thine is not unreasona- 
I ble, that thou shouldst marvel at my tears- But I, beholding 
i this temple of Apollo, retraced anew some old remerabcance. 
r And I had lay feeling nt home, though myself being here. O 
i. e. Alcyoneiii See Herm. " See Diniiorf. 

i. e. Creuan. =' Eend yevi'alo^ t! rif, with DobrBe. 
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hapless women! daring deeds of l!io Gods! What then? 
Whither ahull we refer our cl.iiina for justice, if we are undoiio 
by the unjust deeds of our ruiei'sT 

los. But wherefore art thou secretly sad tit heart, O lady 1 

Creu. I haso let go jny arrow for nothing,^^ bul. for whiit 
follows, T will be silent, nor do thou tukc any thouglit- 

loN. l}ut who art thou ? From what lanil hast thou come 1 
From what, country art thou sprung? What name is it titling 
we call theel 

CiiEC. Creusa indeed is my name, and I am sprung from 
Erectheus ; and the city of the Athenians is ray country. 

Ion. O thou that inhabitest a renowned city, and art trained 
up from noble sires, how I rcvtre you, lady ! 

Creit. Thus far we have been fortunate, O Blrangcr, no 
further. 

Ion. [Sny,] by the Gods, ai'c those things true which are 
reported by mortals f 

Ckef, What matter askest thou, stranger, I would fain 
know. 

Ion. Was the grandfather of thy father sprung from the 

Ceeu. Ay, TSricthonius ; but my descent avails me naught. 

Ion. And did Minen-a lift him from the earth? 

CKEr. Ay, into her vii^in bands, not having brought him 



the painting?^' 
[however] being 



^^^B Ion, And she gives him, as is describi 

^^^B CitGU. Yes, to the children of Ceci-op! 

^Ken [by them]. 

^^^VIuN. I have heard that vii^ins opened the ark of the Gi 

I 



J-Crsv. Therefore dyii 
EloK. Ah 1 but wliat is thi 



they stained with blood the crag of 
Is the i-eport true or vain 1 



** The stop after oiHv must be removed. See IlinJ. 

°' Tlie genealogy runs tliun: 1. Ei'icthonius, 2. Panilioii, 3. Ei'ectheuF, 
4. Creuaft, Bee Barnes and Muigravc, 

" Cf. TS. 21 Bi]q. 

" Erictlionius, inclosed in n chest, waa cnmmitteJ to tlio onre of ilia 
three danglitpra of CecrDpa by MinerTa, wilh ordera not to attempt lo 
open it. PttQdrosHs obojed the Goddass, but AKlauius and llcrSB 
opened the chenl, and, smitten with madnesa, anst themaolves from the 
Mncrtoan rook. Ct Paason. i. 18. According to llyginaa, Fab, clxvi., 
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Cheu. What matter do you apk ? for I am not displeased 
with this leieure. 
i Ion. Did thy fa.tlicr Ercctlieus sacrifice thy eiateral 
I CitEU' He dai'cd to stay tho vii^ins as offerings on behulf 
. of tho land.'^^ 

Ion. And how v/ast thou alone of the sisters preservedl 

Crec I was a recently-born infant in my niothet's arm£. 

Ion. And is it true that ao opening of the earth conceals 
thy father? 

Creu. a blow of a marine trident^^ destroyed Lim. 

loK. And the place there is called Macnel 

Ckeu. Why a^eat thou ihW. How thou remiadest me of 
I something '. 

I Ion. Do Fylhius and the Pythian lightnings honor that 
I place? 

I Creu. Ay, honor dishonorably. Ah! would that I had 
never beheld that place ! 

Ion. Why dost thou hate that which the God best loves t 

Ckeu. Not so. 1 am conscious of a certain shame within 

I los. And what liuaband of the Athenians has wedded thee, 
ladyl 

Ckei:. Not a citizen, but an alien from another land. 
I Ion. Who? He needs must liave been some one nobly 
I bom. 

Cbeu. Xutiius, bom from TEolus and Jove. 
I loK. And how, being a stranger, did he possess Ihee, being 
I of the soil ?=8 

t Creu. Eubeea is a territory neighboring to Athens. 
I Ion. Bounded, as they say, by limits of the sea. 
I Crec. This [Xuthua] conquered, in joint wm-farc with tbe 
I AtbenianSu 

I* b11 tlirea aFaters were equnlly gailly. nnd tlie information was conveyed 

K toMinervn by the crowCoroaia ((.Ivid Met i1. 8). He wna guarded by 

I It dragon. Cf. Fulgent. Mylb. ii, 14. Tliei'o la some similarity in the 

I Countess D'Anoia' " Serpeutino Vert" Sea TaiiJ Tnlee. 

I " See the notes of Barnes on tliis and the folUiwlng fablea. 

f " Ktptnne snioto tbe earth, and ovurn'helnied Erktlioniaa in the 

liatream that gashed forth. CL Yirg. Georg. i. "mngou t4:]luB peraaau 

I tFidentL** 

I ** Bespecting the restrictions of marriage to oitizeni anJ tlieir de- 

i wendants, see Potter, Autiq. Book iv. eh. j:i. p. 613, ed. 603.1. 
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and »fter tliia he weds tliy n 






Ceel". Ay, receiving me as a dowry of war and a rewnrd 
of his Bpear. 

loK. But art thou came to the oracle alouc, or with thy 
husband T 

Creu. With my husband. But he is visiting the cswc of 
Trophoniua.=s 

los. As a spectator, or for tlie sake of oracles ? 

Creu. Wishing to learn one word from him and from 
Phoebus. 

Ion. And are yo come [for oracles] respecting the fruits of 
le earth, or children H 

Cbeu. We are childless, bating been wedded long. 

Ion. Didst thou never give birth to anycTiild, but art 

Cri;u. Phtebua knows my childlessness. 
Ion. O hapless one, how, prospering in other things, thou 
art yet not fortunate ! 

_ Ceeu- But who art thou 7 How blest I deem her who gave 
birth I 

called, and am, the servant of the God, O 



RCrei:. An offering of the city, or sold by some onel 
JloN. I know not, save one thing; I am called [the servant] 

I Creu. Then we in turn pity thee, O stranger. 
f Jon. As not knowing who was my mother, and from whom 
■sprung. 
I Ckec. And divellost thou in this temple, or at home'? 

, los. Every house of the God is my house, ^" when sleep 

overtakes me. 

Creu. But didst thou come to the temple as a boy, or as a 
young man *? 

Ion. They who are thought to know say, an infant. 

Creu. And who of the Delphian women nurtured thee 
with her milk? 

Ion. I never knew the breast, but she that nourished me 
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CitEf. ■\Vlio? lia[ik>5s one. JIow sickening 1 Imve en- 
countered siokncss ! (asitle.) 

Ion. Tlie priestess of Ph«ibu3, so that I hold her as my 
mother. 

Crec- And tliou bast arrived at manhood, posaessiug ivfaat 

Ion. The altars fed me, and nny guests that chanced to come. 

Ckeu, Miserable in truth was she that bore tliee, whoso- 
ever she be. 

Ion. Pei-chance I have been the fruit of some woman's 
shame. 

CiiEt. And whence hast thoa a livelihood, for thou art well 
adorned in clothing? 

Ion. I am robed in the raiment of the God, whom I serve. 

Ckeu. Hast thou not come lo seardi after thy parents? 

Ion. [No,] for I have no means of proof, O lady. 

CsEc. Alas ! Some other woman has suffered the same as 
thy mother. 

las. Who's If slie would aid me in the labor, I should 
rejoice. 

CtcEU. She, on whose account I came hither, before my hus- 
band might ai-rive. 

Ion. Seeking what manner of thing, so that I may assist 
thee, lady? 

Cred. Desiring lo learn a secret oracle from Plicebus. 

Ion. Speak, then. We will render thee aid in the rest. 

CsEU. Hear then my story. But I am ashamed — 

Ion. Then thou wilt do nothing. Aji idle Goddess is 
[modesty]. 

Crel". Some one of my friends says that she was nnited to 
Phucbus. 

Ion. a woman born, with I'lioebue? Say it not, O lady 

Crev. Ay, and she brought forth a son to the God, un- 
known to her father. 

Ion. It can not be. She is ashamed [at having suffered] 
ehame from n man. 
I Creu, That whieh^' she herself says, the miserable woman 
has sufi'ercd. 

Ion. Doing what thing, if indeed she was united to a Godi 
" Dindoif, liowever, npproves of Diibree'a omendntion, ov. 
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iglit foi'lli t'lic <!xpo^d out of th^V 



CsEjr. The child eh 
house. 

Ion. But where is the exposed cliild 1 Does it behold tlio 
light r 

Creu- No one knows. Upon this matter I seek tbe oracle. 

Ion. But if it is no more, in what mitnnM' did it perish? 

Creu. She thinks that wild beasts destroyed the miseruble 

Ion. Uwng what evidence did she suppose tliist 

Creu. Groing to the place where she had exposed it, she 
found it no longer there. 

Ion. But was there any dripping of blood on the path? 

Cbeu. She does not say bo, although she much traversed 
the spot. 

Ion. But how long a time has elapsed since the child was 
destroyed ? 

Cbec. If he were living, he would have been about the 
same measure of years with ihce. 

Ion. The (ioil does him wrong, anj unhappy is his mother. 

CnEU. After this she brought forth no other child. 

Ion. But what if Pboibus h:h3 taken, and nurtures him in 



joy. 

Ion. AIna ! his fortune is of the same strain with my own. 

CitEU. And tliee, I ween, stranger, some hapless mother 
longs for, ^ 

Ion. But do not thou excite me to a grief which I have 
forgotten. 

Ckec- I am silent. But go on with tlie matters concern- 
ing which I ask you. 

Ion. Knoweat thou then what part of thy story involves 
most difficulty? 

CnEU. Ay, wJiat is not so with that hapless womanf 

Ion. Row will the God give an oracle concerning what he 
would wish concealed? 

Creu. If indeed ho sits on the common tripod of Greece — 

Ion. He is ashamed of tliis atfair. Suck not to bring him 

Crec. But she who iius suffered ia in gijcf because of her 
misfortune. 
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Ion, There is iio one who -will give on oracle on these mat- 
ers lo thee. For Phfobos, "being in his own temple proved 
I bnae, would with reason work some ill upon him that pro- 
I claimed it to thee. Leave the place, lady; for one must not 
by oracles seek for things contrary to the God. For to so 
great a height of folly we ehould come, if we shall seek to 
I compel the Gods, being unwilling, to say what they will not, 
I either by slaughter of sheep near the altar, or through the 
flight of birds. For such things as we seek after against the 
will of the Gods, we possess not as real goods, O lady ; but by 
Bueh things as they give willingly we are benefited. 

Ctioit. Many are the calamities of varioua moitals, and their 
forms differ, liut one will scarcely find one [continual form] 
of good fortune in the life of men. 

Crku. O Phoibus, both there and here thou art not just 
toward her that ia absent, whose woiils are present. But 
thou hast not preserved thine own son, whom it behooved theo 
to pivservc, nor, being a propliet, wilt thou inform the mother, 
that, if he ia no more, he may be honored with a tomb, but 
if he is in being, he may at some time come into his mother's 
sight. But one must quit the subject, if I am hindered by the 
God from learning what I wish. But, O stranger — for I be- 
hold my noble husband Xutbus coming hither, nigh at hand, 
having quitted the recesses of lYophonius — be silent to my 
husband respecting what I have told you, lest I incur any re- 
proach by managing secret affairs, and the story go on difter- 
ently from the manner in which I have detailed it. For wo- 
men's condition is a difficult one among men, and, the good 
being mixed up with the evil, we are objects of haired. So 
unhappy are we by nature. 

Xuciius. {entering) First indeed may the God, receiving 
the firat offerings of my address, hwl I And thou too, O 
lady. Have I stricken thcc with fear, coming after a long pe- 
riod? 

Creu. In no wise, but thou wast a cause of care. But tell 
no what response thou bcarot from Trophonius, as to how 
I the procreation of children may be accomplished by us. 

XuTH, He did not attempt to anticipate the oracles of 
I Apollo; but, at all events, lie said one thing; that I should 

it return, nor thou cither, homeward from the oracles, witb- 

t children. 
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' Cbeu. O revered mother of Plmbtifi, mny we have come™' " 
■ Vfitli good omen, and may our former acqu:iiiit.ance with thy 
son turn out with better event! 

XcTn, Theao things slull be, but who arts as interpreter 
to the God? 

Ion. We do, as far as matters without [iho temple], but 
those within are the care of otlicra, wlio eit near the triijod, 

stranger, the chief men of tlio Delphian?, to wliom the lut 
has falleD. 

XuTH. 'Ti8 well. I have therefore all tliat we desired. I 
would fain go within, for, as I hear, the common victim of the 
visitors is slain before tho templ«. And I wish on this day, 
(for it is well-omened,^^) to receive the oracles of the God. 
Itut do thou, O woman, bearing the laurel bouglis around the 
nttars, pray the Goda tliat I may bring back a rcsponee, fraught 
with the hope of children, from the dwelling of Apollo. 

Creu. This shall be done, it shall be. But if Loxias now 
at least desii-ea to amend his errors of old, ho will not alto- 
gether be a iriend toward us ; but, us much us ho is so willing, 

1 will receive, for he is a God. 

lOK. What can the strange woman be aiming at, ever utter- 
ing reproaches against the God in covert words? Is it thiit 
she loves her for whom she consults the oracle, or that she is 
silent on some point where it behooves her to keep silence t 
But what sliould I care for this daughter of Erecthcus, when 
she is no relation of minet So going with golden pitchers to 
the lavers, I will sprinkle the dew. But Phmbus deserves ro- 
inonstranco at my hands. What is ho doing? Ho betrays 
Tiigins by nuptials perforce, and neglects the perishing chil- 
dren whom he has privily b^otten. Do not Ihou act so ; but 
when thou hast power, pursue virtue. For whosoever of 
mortals is base, him the Gods chastise. How then is it right 
that you, who write down laws for mortals, should yourselves 
1)6 guilty of lawless deeds ? For if (for yc will not, but I will 
use it by way of argument) ye shall have to pay lo men the 
penalty of violent mjirriages, you, and Neptune, and Jove, who 
sways the heaven, will empty your temples, paying tho penal- 
ty of violence. For ye do wrong, cultivating pleasures before 
prudence. No longer is it right to call men vile, if wc imitate 



[Ion enters the temple.'] 

Chorus. I beseech tliee, inexperiencci! in tlic tlirocs of 
child-birtli,^' my [patron goddesa] Minerva, thou who wast 
delivered from the lofty head of Jove by tho rromelhcan Ti- 
tan." O hallowed Viclory, come to the I'ythian abode, fly- 
ing from the golden chambers of Olympus lo the streets, where 
the breath of I'hcebuB, in the navel of the earth, brings ora- 
dos to pass near the tripod round wliicU dances fafQ cele- 
brated], ihoii, nnd the daughter bom of Jjatona, two Goddess- 
es, virgins two, solemn sisters of Phoebus. But besyech, O 
miudens, that by the holy oracles the ancient race of Ei-ccthe- 
us may obtain a happy ofepring, thongh late. For it con- 
veys surpassing happiness to mortals, an undisturbed resoin'ce, 
[lo those] for wliom^^ prolific youths shine flourisliing in the 
piiternal chambers, as being about to posaess wealth in suc- 
cession from their sire to otiicr children ; for 'tis a strength in 
troubles, and pleasant in good fortune, and in war bears help 
to the country. To me, indeed, may the nurturing care of 
good children be before wealth and the nuptials of kings ; but 
a childless life I abhor, and X blame him who approves it. 
But with moderate possessions may I possess a life with good 
offspring. haunts of Fan, and thou rock, neighboring on 
the cavernous Miitr*, where the tliree daughters of Agraulus" 
Blep in dances with their feet, on tho green course before tho 
temple of Pallas, to the varied tune of pipes, when thou, O 
Pan, playest on the syrinx in tiiy grot. Where some vit^n, 
having brought forth an inftint to Phubris, O wretched one! 
exposed it as a banquet for birds and a bloody repast to wild 
beasts, the fruit of the shame of her sad nuptials. Neither in 
woven pictures [have I secn^, nor in story have I heard a re- 
port, that the children among mortals, sprung from the Gods, 
partake of a happy existence. 

Ion. Ye handmaids, who watch for your master, keeping 

" On the reading Aofiui' /tvciT^cWviav, sea MattK apud DiuJ. 
" i. e. Vulcan. 

" The natuml conatruclion would Iinve been, vviatifovia; u4u(jiul» 
l^ii tD Tticvuv l/^ar Xd^mciv. Saa Ilenth and MnLtliiio. 
" The wiTe ot CecropB. See filusgravc. 



iruurd nround tlio bnso of tliis incensc-rcccivmg temple, hits 
Xutliu;! already left tlic gacrcd tripod and shrioe, or dova lie 
remain within the Louse questioning concerning hi» wunt of 
children ? 

CiiOR. lie is in the house, O stranger ; lie doea not yet quit 
this dwelling. But we Lear the noise ol'these gates as though 
ho were on the point of coming out, and now you may per- 
ceive my master advancing out. 

Xltii. son, hail ! for this beginning of e^ieeeli becomea 

Io!J, I am well ; but do thou be wise, and both of us will 
fare welL 

Xtrrit. Give mo thy hand to kiss and thy body to embrace. 

los. Art thou indeed in thy right senses, O stranger, or has 
some cnrsc of the Goda maddened thee ? 

XuTii. I am in my eenses, if, having found my best be- 
loved, I seek to emhracc him. 

Ion, Cease, lest, touching the garlands of the God, thou 
break them with thy hand. 

XuTir. I will touch thee, and I do not dn^ thee off as a 
pledge ;^^ but I find what is dear to mc. 

Ion. Wilt thou not lot go, before thou shall rccrivo these 
ehails within thy vitals? 

Xkth. Wherefore dost fly me 1 Kecognize those most dear 
to thyself. 

Ion. I love not to enlighten foolish and raving strangers. 

XuTii. iSlay, and bum ; for if thou slaycst me, thou wilt 
be thy father's murderer. 

Ion. But how art thou my father ? Is not this ridiculous 
for mo to listen to? 

XuTH. Not BO ; a speedy explanation would toll you how I 
am circiimatanecd. 

Ion. And what wilt thou teH mc ! 

Xuni. 1 am thy father, and thou [art] my son. 

Ion. Who Hays so? 

KXirrii. Loxiaa, who nuiiurcd thee, being mine. 
Ion. Thou bearest witness for thyself. 
XcTii. At least, having learned the oracles of the Gods. 
Ion. Thou wast deceived, hearing a riddle. 
[ 
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Xuni. Do wc not therefore hear what is correct? 
Ion. And wbat are the words of Phrebus ? 
Xtjth. That he who meeta me — 
Ion. With what meeting? 

XcTH. As I go out from this dwelling of the God- 
loN. Shall ho meet with what event? 
XuTii. Shall be my son. 
Ion. Thine by birth, or only as a gift* 
XuTii. Ab a giftj but as sprung from me. 
Ion. And to me then thou firet didst draw near thy step 
XuTn. To no other, cliild. 
Ion. Whence, whence has tliis fortune come? 
XuTn. We twain marvel at one [fortune]. 
Ion. Hold ! But from what mother am I bom to thee 1 
XtiTii. I can not say. 
Ion. Nor did Phcebus say ? 

XuTU. Pleased in this matter, I did not ask him that. 
Ion. I am sprung, then, fi'om mother earth ? 
XuTU. The earth does not bring forth chLdren. 
Ion. How then can I be thine 1 
XuTii. I know not) but I rcfei- it to the God. 
Ion. Come, let us touch upon some other topic. 
XuTii. This is better, son. 

Ion. Didst thou approach any illegitimate nuptials 1 
XuTii. Ay, in the folly of-youth. 
Ion. Before you wedded the daughter of Ereetheust' 
Xtrrrr. For never afterward, indeed, 
lohf. Did you then on that occasion beget mel 
XuTH. The matter certainly tallies with the time. 
Ion. And how then could I have come hitherT 
Xttth. There I am at a loss. 
Ion. Having traversed o'er a long journey? 
XuTii. This also throws nie into doubt. 
Ion. But didat thou before come to the Pythian i'0<^' 
XuTH. Yes, to the orgies*'-* of Bacchus. 
Ion. But at the house of what host didst thou tarryt 
XcTH. [At the house of a man] who me with the Delphic 
[ maids — 

Ion. Initiated! Or what is it you say? 

XuTH. Ay, with llio Mwaads of Bacchus. 
" Sea MuEgi'iire nii<l Mi^rmunn. 
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Ion. In tliy senses, or overpowered with wine ? 

XcTii. Amid tliQ deliglils of Kacclius. 

Ion. Thws, then, was I begotten, 

XuTH. Fate halh found thee, cliild. 

Ion. But how came 1 to the temple ? 

XuTJi. Fercliance, being exposed by Iho girl. 

Ion. I have thereforo escaped slavery. 

XuTH, Kcceive then thy father, cliild. 

Ion. It is not meet a,t least to disobey the God. 

Xcrn. Thou art certamly wise. 

Ion. And wbat else can I wisli? 

Xl'tii. Now thou bcholdest what 'lis meet thou shouldat | 
behold. 

los. To be the son of Jove's son 1 

Xdth, Which is thy lot. 

Ion. Shall I then touch him lliat begat n 

XuTH. Yea, in obedience to the God. 

los. Hail for me, father? 

XuTij. As a loved address, iuilccd, do I receive this. 

Ion. And this prcBent day — 

Xtrrii. Has made me happy indeed. 

Ion- O mother dear, shall I at some time behold thco ? 
Now, more than erst, I long to behold thee, whoever thou art. 
Hut perchanco thoa art dead, and we can naught avail. 

CiiOR. Common indeed to us arc the good fortunes of the 
liouac ; but neveilhelcss I t=honld have wished my mJEtress 
also, and the house of Ercctbcu^, to be fortanatc in respect to 
children. 

XuTii. O child, in regard indeed to thy discovery, a God 
hath well brought it to pass, and ho hns joined thee to mc, 
and thou in turn hast found those dearest to thee, not having 
known them before. But as to that which thou hast rightly 
hinted at, de^re possesses me also, how you, O son, will find 
your mother, and I [discover] the woman from whom thou 
wast sprung. But leaving this to me, we shall perchance find 
out. But do thou, quitting the temple of the God, and thy 
ministry, come to Athena, being of one mind with thy father, 
where the rich sceptre anil large wealth of thy sire await thee. 
Nor, being unfortunate in both respects, wilt thou be called 
ignobly born and poor at the same liiue, but nobly horn and 
very rich in resources. Art thou silent ! Why dost thou keep 
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thy countenance cast on Ihe ground, and art lost in thought, 
and, changing from thy joyousnesB, inspircst thy father v ' 
drcadi 

los. The form of things does not appear the same when 
far off, and when beheld near. But I indeed embrace my 
fortune, in finding thee my father; but do thou hear concern- 
ing what I am thinking. Tiiey Kay tliat the renowned Athc- 
niiins arc earth-born, not an alien race. Among wliora I sliaU 
be introduced, possessing two disadvantages, Loth being from 
an alien father, and myself illegitimate. And possessing this 
reproach, in an humble sphere, indeed, I sliall be called of no 
account, and ll'om none- But if, aiming at tbe first seat in 
the vessel of tlic stale, I shall seek to be somebody, I shall be 
bated indeed by the powerless, for the more powerful are dis- 
agreeable i but as many aa being good, and able to bo wise, are 
silent, and toko no interest In afiiiire, among tlicm I ehall in- 
cur ridicule and the charge a£ folly, not keeping quiet in a cily 
full of confusion. But again, if I aim at the dignity of men 
of reputation, who administer matters in tlie city,^" ] shall bo 
watdied the more by decrees passed by vote. For such is wont 
to bo iho custom, my father; they who possess inflaeneo in 
cities, are most hostile to those who oppose them. And I a 
Etranger coming into a foreign house, and to a. childless woman, 
who, having before been a partner in your calamity, now fail- 
ing of her hope, liei-self within herself will sadly bear her fate 
— how shall I not with reason be hntcd by her, when I stand 
near thy foot, but she, being childless, bitterly beholds thy dear 
child; and then thou wilt cither betray me, turning thy eyes 
to thy wife, or, honoring me, wilt have thine house in coiifn- 
sion. How many slaughters and murderous draughts of deadly 
poison have women devised for men ! And moreover I pity 
thy wife, father, growing old in childlessness, for she, descended 
from good ancestors, is nut worthy to suffer by childlessnefs. 
And of vainly-praised sovereignty the aspect indeed is pleasant, 
but its domestic state is grievous. For who is blest, who for- 
tunate, who drags through life in terror, and expecting ^^o- 
lenceT But I would rather live happy as a commoner, than 
as a tyrant, to whom it is a. pleasure to have the wicked for 
friends, and who, fearing to die, hates the good. Thou wilt 

" Ther. 
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say lliot gold overcomes these ilia, and that 'lis pleasant to be 
rich. I love not, keeping wealth in my hande, to hear reproach 
aud bo subject to troubles. But may moderate means be my 
lot apart Ixom grief. Now hear, O father, what odvuutages I 
have possessed here. First, indeed, leisure, which is most pleas- 
ant to men, and a moderate crowd of people; nor b any wicked 
fellow wont to Joiitlc mc irom the path ; for it is unbearable to 
yield making way for tbose won« than one's s«lf. But I was 
[ever] amid the prayers to the Gods, or the words of mortals 
attending upon the rejoicing, not mourning. And some in- 
deed I dismissed, but [otherj strangers came, so that I was 
always meny, being new among new faces. And, that which 
men should pray for, e'en though it befall them against their 
will, custom and nature together rendered mc just before the 
God. Muwng upon these things, I deem my lot belter here 
than there, O father. But suffer me to live for myself, for 
equal is the pleasure, to rejoice in abundance, and to possess 
a little with good- will. 

Cbor. Well hast thou spoken, if indeed those whoni I love 
will be made happy by these words of thine. 

Xtjth. Cease this diseourse, and learn to be happy. For 
I wish in the place where I found thee, child, to begin [sacred 
ritesD, reclining at the common banquet of a common Inble, 
and to sucrifice llioao birth-day offerings" for thee which I did 
not sacrifice before. And now indeed, leading thee as a guest 
at my liearth, I will delight thee with banquets, and I will 
escort thee as a visitor, forsooth, to see the land of Athens, 
not as being my son. For truly I do not wish, myself being 
happy, to pain my wife who is childless. But hereafter seiz- 
ing an oppoi-tunity, I will bring over my wife to suffer thee 
to hold my sceptre over the land. And I name thee Ion, 
suitably to the chance, inasmuch as, as I came out from the 
recesses of the God, thou first didst present thy footsteps. But 
having collected an assemby of thy Iriends, salute them with 
the joys of a bull-sacritico, being about to quit the Delphian 
dty. But I enjoin you, altendanla, silence as to these iLings, 
death if ye tell them to my wife. 

Ion. I will go, but one part of fortune is yet wanting to 

For if 1 shall not find her who bore me, father, life will 

See Stanluy gn .'Eaeh, Euiu. ?, -jcviBTii-w Suniv, nnd liarnes on vs. 
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unbearable. But, if it behoovca to pray ; may the woman 
was my mother be irom Athens, that on the mother's 
I tide a liberty of speech may accrue to me. For if a Btrangcr 
I fkll into an unmixed city, though in bis language he be a. cit- 
I, yet he posaesses a slavish mouth, and has not a liberty 
L in speech. 

Ohor. T foresee tears and t ether f*^ woeful uttcringa of 
1 groans, rriien my queen shall behold her husband possessing a 
I fair progeny, but she licreclf is childless and bei'ef)^ of children. 
f What prophecy didst thou utter, ortcular son of Latona? 
I Whence (Ud this hoy spring, nurtured in thy temple, from 
f-whatwomanf For the oracles please me not, lest theyconvcy 
.e deceit. I fear this event, as to what will he its result. 
f I'Unwontedps this oracle], for it tells strange things tome-f '^ 
t The boy, nurtured up from other blood, possesses this [good] 
► fortune by a trick. ^' "Who will not agree with this? Friends, 
fe tell all this cleai'ly to our mistress's ear, concerning 
I Iier husband, on whom resting all, she miserable shared bis 
I hopes? But now she is perishing away under calamity, hut 
be is fortunate, she entering upon hoary old age, but her hua- 
I band is imhonored by fiiends.'-^ Wretched man, who coming 
I to the house a stranger, to great prosperity, did not preserve 
I liis fortunes!'' May he perish, may he perish, who deceived 
espected mistress, and may ho never eonseci-ato upon a 
[■ fire to the Giods the cake burned with the well-omened flame ! 
But mine shall know ••»••• Jem- q£ tyranny." Already 
n and fitther, new to each other, are approacliing the 
[ banquet, where the crags of the Famassian rock possess their 
. watch-tower and heaven-reaching home, whero BacchuB, up- 
I lifting his blazing torehes, leaps swiftly in company with the 
[ Bight -reveling Bacchants. Never may the boy enter my city, 
[ bnt may he die, quitting life yet young. For the sorrowing'^ 



" See Dindorf. This cborua is Tery coi 
" Hopalassly corrupt. See Diud. 
'* I have treated do/.oii Tv^av B" as »q lion 
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mid hiivo this pretext for an introJuclion of Strang* 
Enough, enough'^ is our fonner ruler, king Ereclhcus. 

Ckhusa, O aged tutor of my father Erectheua, that onms 
was, aa long a^ he beheld the light, uplift thyself to the ahriua 
of the God, that thou mayest rejoice with me, if king Loxiaa 
hath uttered any oracle concerning the procreation of children. 
For it is plcoBont indeed to rejoice with one's friends ; but, 
(what may not befall!) if any ill happen, 'tis sweet to look 
uiion the countenance of a well-wishing man. But I, although 
thy mistress, have a care for thee as for a father, as thou didst 
have once in the case of my sire. 

PEDAGOGUE. O daughter, thou dost cherish a dispoBition 
worthy of worthy ancestors, and thou doat not disgi'uca ihino 
ancient earth-born forefathers.^" Draw, draw, and bring me 
to the temple. The temple is high up, but do tliou, aiding 
my foot in the toil, be physician of mine old age. 

Creu. Follow theu, and (ako «iro where you plant your step, 
P^D. See ! my foot ia tardy, but my mind is swift. 
CiiEU. But lean on thy staff falong] the path of the ground 
nround thee,*' 
V>' Fjeh. And this too is blind, since I see but faintly. 
B C&EU-~ Thou sayest rightly, but yield not to the toil. 
m VxD. Not willingly indeed, but I liavc no control over 
• vbat is wanting to me. 

Creu. "Women, ye faithful servants of my loom and disdiffj 

happening on what fortune has my husband gone away, in 

respect to the children concerning wiiom we came. Tell mo, 

I for ifye tell me good tidings, ye will not confer joy upon an 

■^ftngrateful mistress. 

K Chob. O fortune ! 

r P^D. The prelude indeed of thy wonis ia not well-fortnned. 
Chor. Ah ! ■wretched. 

I'^D. But am I sickened in aught at the oracles given to 
my masters ?^'^ 

" On the form uJ.iof, eeo Dindorf's lenmod nol*. 

" Sea Diniiocf, who upprovos of Eothe'a sraendatioji, rou ooC ira- 

" Such Boems to be Seidler'e interpretaCioD, but I thiuk it rather 
gisnifiea n winding path loading up to the ttmple. But I liave duubU 
whether there is not eomo error. 

" For voaii I ehould prefer vdaa,,, i, e. "ii tliore aught of ill in tlie 
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Chub. Wu!1 !■" why Jo wo thoae tliiiigs for wliich death JB 
tbe appointed ponuhj-? 

Ckeu. "What song ia this? And about what is this feart 
CuoR. Shall WB speak, or Le silent, or what shall wc do? 
Ckeu. Speak, ancc yc are in possession of some calamity 
[ tiat affects me. 

CiiOK. It shall be spoken i ndeed, even if 1 must die twice. 
It is not permitted thee, O mistress, to receive children in 
I thine arms, to di'aw them to thy breast, 
Cbeu. Alas ! may 1 perish . 
PjED. Daughter. 

CitEti. O wretched mo. I liave received misfortune, I have 
t suffered a grief that makes iifo unbearable, my friends. 
P.«i>. Child, wo are undone. 

Creu. Alaa! alas 1 a fat:il grtcf has pierced mo quite 
I through these luogs.^' 
P^D. Do not groan. 

Creu. But groans are present. ^^M 

VjEV, Before we Icnm — ^^H 

Creu. What news for me ? ^^ 

VjF.D. Whether your lord, suffering the same, is a partner 
n the calamity, or whether tliou alone art unhappy. 

CiiOK. To him indeed, old man, Loxias has given a son, 
and he in himself is happy, apart from this lady. 

CitEO. TJiis crowning evil upon evil thou hast uttered, 
hast uttered, a grief for me to mourn. 

F^v. But does it behoove him to beget the son you men- 
tion from some woman, or did the oracle speak of him as bom. 
Chor. Loxias awards him a youtJi, born, and of ripeyeais; 
f and I was present, 

Ckeu. How sayest thou? me an unuttenible, unutterable, 
I unspeakable title ihon tellcst. 

PiKU. Ay, and to me also. But how is the oracle brought 
o an end 1 Tell nie more clearly ; and who is the boy t 
Chor. Whomsoever tliy husband, coming from the God, 
I should lirst meet, him the God gave to him as a son. 

Crei:. Woe ! woe I hut my life childless, childless he hath 
, Teceived,^^ and iu solitude I shall inhabit a childless home. 



■" G. Burgos eonjeoturea la, i. e. " ' 
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r^D. Who then was mcnnt by the oracle T To wlwra did 
the husband of this wretched hidy join his footslop '? And 
how, and where seeing Linit 

Ciion. Knowest thou, dear mistress, the youlh who wjw 
sweeping this temple? He is the boy. 

Creu. Would that I might take flight through the liumid 
air, beyond the land of Greece, to the western stars. Wlial, 
what n grief have I sufl'ered ! 

Pmo. And by what name does his father call him ? know- 
est thou, or does this remain in silence, not being settled T 

Choij. Ion, since he first met his father. 

Vmd. And from what mother is be? 

CHOI^ I can not tetl. But her husband is gone, (that you 
may know all that depends on me, old man,) to sacrifice for 
strangers and birthday offerings in the holy temple, unknown 
to her, being about to join in n common banquet with his son. 

TjiD. Mistress, we are betrayed by thy husband, (for with 
thee do I sufier,) and we are insulted with willful plonuing, 
and cast out of the dwelling of Erectheus. And I speak, not 
as hating thy husband, but loving thee rather than him,^'^ who 
having wed thee, coming as a stranger to the city and thina 
bouse, and receiving thine whole inherilance, is proved to have 
privily obtained children the fruit of another woman, and how 
[he hath done so] privily, I will explain. When be perceived 
tiiat Ibou waet cbUdless, ho was not content to bo like thee, 
and to bear an equal fortune, but having taken to himself and 
secretly wedded a slavish bed, be begat a son, and commits 
hira, being sent abroad, to some one of the Delphians to train 
up. And he, like a sacred [animal], is bred up in the house 
of the God, to escape notice. But when he perceived that the 
youth had been completely brought up, he persuaded thee to 
comehitheronaccount of thy childlessness. And here the God 
told no falsehood ; but the other lied, having trained up the boy 

tho preoodinK speaker's words, one would expect some verb referri ng t«i 
thoGod.nndhiaiiilluencsiipoa thefortiineaof Crcusa. Ilinve no ilaubt 
tliot Euripides wrote l?.aKsii, fituev, ^ " pronounced tliat it sliDuld ba." 
Cf. intpp. Arifltoph. PluL SB, ri i^ra ♦oi,3oj- llaiifv is rut> OTi/i/iiiTuv. 

" Cumpsre Julina Cieaar, iii. 2. " If there be any in this nsBembty, 
•nydcsrfriendof CffiBur'j, tohim I BHy.thatBrntne'Blove to CsssrwM 
no Igbb than his. It, tiioo, that friend demand why Brutue rose of^inst 
Cnsitr, this ia niy answer, — not llist I loved Qesar less, but that I loved 
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>f olil, nnil he wove Buch cunning wiJes aa these. Being detett- 
indeed, he would liave offered him up to the God, but Icom- 
;, find wiishing time to help him, t''" he thought lo endow 
Q with the sway of the laud. And [he called himj by a 
y name invented for aome time, Ion, because forsooth he first 
■inet him as he went. Alas I how I always detest evil men, who, 
■ concocting unjust deeds, then set them off with their crafty de- 
I would rather wish tw possess a simple, good man aa 
I S friend, than a more elever, but evil one. And thou wilt 
1 Buffer the worst of all these ills, piavingj lo lead a motherless 
I wretch, of no account, the offspring of some slave, into thine 
For the evil would have been simple, if ho had in- 
I troduced into llio house one bom of a noble mother, having 
I persuaded thee, representing thy own childlessness. But if 
" 's were bitter to thee, it behooved him to deairo the nuptials 
I of iKolus.^^ Wherefore it behooves thee to do some woman's 
I deed ; for thou must needs either take the sword, or by some 
I cruit or potion destroy thy husband and his son, before death 
I iKfoll thee at their hands ; but if thou succumbest, thou wilt 
fceaac from this life. For when two hostile parties come under 
I one roof, either one or the other must faro ill. I indeed am 
f botli willing to toil with thee, and to join in slaying the boy, 
f entering the house, where he is preparing the banquet, and 

S lying the price of niy support to my mistress to die, and 
ring lo behold the light. ^'■' For one thing brings a shanjo 
J to slaves — the name. But as to all other things, no slave that 
I is honorable is worse than the free. 

CnoE. And I, dear mistress, wish to die, or live honorably, 
[ sharing this mischance with thee. 

Cbeu. O my soul, how shall I be silent? and how shall 
pZ declare my stealthy nuptials, and lay aside my modesty? 
wFor what hinderance for me ia there yel in the way 1 Before 
['■whoiQ do 1 enler upon the contest of virtue? Has not my 
I husband pi'oved a traitor ? and I am deprived of my house, 
I deprived of children, and vanished are the hopes, wliich, 

e common roaJicg is quite hopeless. See DindorTe note. I am 
I'llttle satisfied with the eineiidiitioiia olrendy proposed, and hdi almost 
I'iQcUneil to think that something has been lost. 
"■ Becauae Xuthua was af the ^olian race. 
••it whether I die or live, I -wish to ehow graLituJe to my mi»- 
But 1 nm scarcely sntisfied. 
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wishing to set ariglit, I wns not able, keeping silentc as to 
my marriagt, anil silence as to my mucli-wcjit-for chiidbear- 
ing. But no, by the starry seat of Jove, and by tho God- 
dess -who dwells above my native rockei, and the hallowed 
beach of the watery Tritoniati lake, I will no longer conceal 
my nuptials, that removing [^the load of trouble] from my 
breast, I may be lighter. Tho pupils of my eyes are flowing 
with tears, and my life is pained, evilly plotted agauist both 
by men and by imtnortals, whom I will prove the ungrateful 
traitors of my bed. Othou that tuneat thy voice to the music 
of tho seven-stringed lyre, which to herdsmen sounds with its 
lifeless horns tho swoet-sounding hymns of the Muses, to 
thee, O Eon of Latona, I will uplift my voice of blaming before 
this light of day. Thou earnest to me with thy hair glittering 
with gold, when I was gathering in tho lap of my gaiTnents'^" 
the crocus beUs. to deck, myself iks ivithgold. But clinging to 
my white bonds, thou, a God, didst impudently lead me, wliUe 
crying out, O mother, mother, to nuptials in the cave, doing a 
pleasure to Venus. And I wreitcbed bear to thee a boy, whom, 
through fear of my molher, I cx[)ose upon thy bed, w&erc 
wretched ivrclchedly thou didst wed hapless me, Alas for 
inol And now my hapless boy and thine is perished, snatched 
away by winged birds as a. banquet; and yet thou soundest 
the lyre, sing pffians. Alas! I address thee, tlic son of 
Iditona,- who alloltest a response at the golden seat, and at the 
middle elation of the earth ; to thy ears will I proclaim my 
ciy. Alas! tliou evil sharer of my bed, who to my husband 
(when thou hast received no previous favor from him) dost 
bring a son to dwell in his liousc ; but my son and thine, un- 
known, perishes by birds, torn away by birds, changing the 
ewaddting-clothcs in which his mother wrapped him. But 
Delos hates thee, and the shoots of laurel near tho rich-foli- 
aged palm, where Latona was delivered of thee her honored 
c^pring by her divine hands. 

ChOB. Alas! how is there opened a great store of woca, 
upon which every one would s-hed the tear! 

P.fiD. O daughter, I can not satiate my gaze in looking on 
thy countenance, but I am beside myself. For when I was 
btit jussLi now trying to exhaust tho waves of trouble from 

I join «DA)rour fdpc<7iv, taking Avtiiiiir for Cictc uvBiZnv l/iavTav. 
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my mind, anolher [torrent] al; the stern attacks nic, bccauso 

of thy words, which uttering, thou liast turned to a uew track 

of wooB besides tho present ilia. Wb»t sayest tbou ■? What 

charge dost lay against Losias t What child suyest thou that 

thou didfit bring forth ? Where in the city didst thou place it, 

. s grateful object for beiists to entomb? Detail to me again. 

Creu. I feel a ahamo before thee, old man ; but neverthe- 

esB 1 will speak. 

P^D. Ay, for I know how to mouru generously with niy 

Crec. Hear llien. Knowest thou tho northeni cave of tho 

Bcropian rock, which we call Macnnanl 

Pjii). I know it, near which are the recesses and altars of 
fPan. 

Ckeu. Hero we went through a fearful contest. 

Vmd. What? [tell me,] that my tears may suit thy tale. 

Ckeo. Unwilling I united an unhappy wedding with Phte- 
[ bus. 

^MD. O daughter, was this what I perceived T 

Ckeu. I know not. But if thou ppcakest truth, I will 

r^D. When thou eecrelly groaned over a hidden disease. 

Cbet:. Then happened the evil which now I toll thee plainly. 

" ■ And then how did you conceal tlie nuptials of Plioe- 

Ckeu. I gave birth. Hear this from mo with patience, old 

P.BD. Where, and who delivers ihco? Or didst (hou toil 
p through this alone ? 

Cbkc. Alone in the cave, where I wns yoked in marriage. 

P.fiD. But where is the boy, bo that thou niayest be no 
cmger childle^? 

Cbed. He is dead, old man, being exposed to wild beasts. 

P^.D. Is dead? But did evil Apollo bear no help? 

Che0. He did not ; but in the house of Hades [the child] 
{lia educated. 

PjED. And who exposed him? For surely it was not 
Ijourself. 

Creu. 'Twas Ij having swathed him in my garments by 

Pad. And was no one privy to tbee in exposing the child? 



I P^u. And I 



iimitiea, forsootti, and secrecy idonc. 
w didst thou dare to leave tliy bo; 

Casting forth many piteous words 



I Ckeu- How indeed 

y mouth. 
V TjLD. AlasI wretched thou for thy daring; but the God 

o than thou ! 

t Cbsu. Ay, (jou would indeed euy 8o,] if you had seen the 
''lild stretching out his hands lo me. 
P^D. Seeking the breast, or to be taken in thy arms? 
Cbeit. [Seeking those amis,] whero not being, Lo suffered 
wrongfully from me. 

FffiD. And how came the thought for thee lo expose a 
child? 

Cre(.", [Thinking] that the God would at least preserve hia 

Vmd. Alasl how is the prosiierity of thine houso lost by a 

. Why, old man, dost thou shed tears, having hidden 
ad? 
jj. Beholding thee and tliy father in unhappiness. 
. Such arc mortal things ; naught remains in the 

s then no longer keep to things of pity, daugli- 



' CiiEr. For what must I do '! Unhappiness hath n 



ways 



. Avenge thyself on the God who (iret injured thee. 
T. And how, being a mortal, shall I outstrip those 
c powerful? 

Bum the holy shrines of Loxias. 
t CnEC. I dread [to do so]. Already I have enough of woes. 
i FsD, Dare tlien what thou canst do. Slay thy husband. 
I Cbeu. I revere the former wedded life, when ho was good. 
I VjiD. But at least [slay] the boy who has appeared against 



For 



5 possible, liow I should wish 



j|P*i>. Haying armed thine attendants with swords. 
f Ckeu. I will go. But where shall tliia be done? 
I'P.£D. In the holy (ents, whero he ia feasting his friends, j 
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Creu- Murder is a marked deed, and slaves are weak. 
P^D. Alaa! Tliou nrt faint-hearted. Come, do jou plan 
Baometbing. 

Ckec. And in trulh I have n plan both crafty and effectiye. 

P«D. I would be an aatastant in both these things. 

Cbeh- Hear, then. Knowcist thou of the battle of the 

PjEI). I know that which the giants waged against the Gods 
il Phlegrte. 
Creu. There E.irth brought furtli Gorgon,"' n terrible 
IfTodigy. 

P.ED. What, as an ally to ber children, a toil to ihcGodsT 
Creu. Yea, and the Goddess Pallas, the danghter of Jove, 

VxD. Wlat manner of savage form poBsessed she? 

CiiEU. A breast-plate iirmed with wrcatbinga of a viper. 

Vmii. Is this then the atory which I long since heard' 

Creu. Yes, that Minerva wears her pkin upon lier brejitit? 

P^D. That which ihey call regis, the accoutrement of 
"inei-va? 

Creu. It obtained this name, when she came to the battle 
if the Gods. 

P,«i>. What harm, I pray you, daughter, will this be to 



Creu. Knowest thou Ericthonius, or what wilt thou not 
rgct],oldman«2 

. Him whom the eartli sent forth, the first-bom of 
^our ancestors * 
. Creu. Pallas gives to him, being young — 
P.fiD. What thing'? For tbou art uttering Home tardy 

CitEU. Two drops of blood from the Gorgon. 
b F^j>. Having wliat inHuence upon man's naturet 

CsEU. One deadly, the other a curer of diseases. 
I p£D. To what piirt of the iniaufs body having bound it?BJ 

" See Barnes. " See Dindorre note. 

" The oonetniction is iv t^ [i. e. Tin /itpji] eu/iaTOC Kafld^ac i^«i 
lii. Heatd. Tlie Eenae is conU'aued from fb. 1001, BtJU J should 
«ter, with Muagrftve, i^ t^ ; lodJ^i. us WoodhuU has rendered : 
■' In what were they contained i 
Dii Pnllas to tlie body of the child 
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CheD. Willi golden ligaments ; and he gives them to 
father. 

Fmd. And at hia death, tliey eame to j-ou? 

Ceec. Yes, and I bcai- tliem, too, on the wrist of my h 

P^D. How then is the natnrc of this two-fold gift oi 
Goddess? 

Ckeo. Wliatever fdrop] of blood, lias trickled fi-om t 
hollow vein [of tlio monster] — 

Vxo. What is to be done with it? Hath it any power? _ 

CuiiC. It keeps off disease, and contains tlio nutriment of life. 

Fmt>. But the second numbcf, of whieh j'ou ypcak, what is 
its efiiict 1 

CRBr. It causes death, being venom from the snakes of the 
G Olsons. 

Vmu. Jiut bearest thou them mixed together, or separate? 

Crel'. Separate, for with evil good is not mixed. 

l^ei). O dearest daughter, thou hast all of which there is 
need. 

Ckec, By this the boy shall die, aiiU thou siialt bo his 
elayor. 

I'jED. Where, and what doing'* 'Tia thine to epeak, but 
mine to dare. 

CnEU. At AtliLU's when he c 

P^o. This tbou «ajest not v 
plm. 

Cbeu- How' Hast thou su&pettod what also occurred to 
me? 

P«D. Tliou wilt seem to ha^o =lnm the Lo( e(en though 
you did not slaj bim 

Crec. night For they "aj thit ■itcp dime" ha\e grudging 
against cliildren 

P.fiD. Slay him then here, thatthoumayest deny themurder. 

Ckeit. I certainly anticipate the pleasure in time, 

FxD. And thou wilt escape the notice of thy huehand in 
what he himself seeks to keep secret ftcm thee. 

Creu. Do then, know'st what? Receiving from my hand 
this ancient vase, the golden work of Minerva, go where my 
husband is privily sacrificing bulla ; and when they cease from 
ibc banquets, and are about to offer libations to the Gods,^* 

" Cf. Virjj .^n, L 127 sqq.. whore Uio libatioH after a itiiqI ii fully 
ileaciibed, with Serviua on vs. 734. 
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keeping tlii3 in tliy gnrments, pour it into the drink of the 

I young man, and aUot the draught to liini alone, not to all, to 

I him who is about to bo tbe master In my house. And if it 

[once] pass his throat, he will neyer conio to renowned Athens, 

I but dying will remain here. 

Fsv. Do thou then remove thy foot within the house of 
I oar host*, and wo will accomplish the tank to which we are 
I appointed. Come, O aged foot, be young in deeds, even 
thougii in years [youth] be not thine. But go with tjiy mis- 
tress, against an hoetilo man, luid join in slaying and removing 
him from the house. But 'tis good for the prosperous to 
honor piety ; but- when anyone wishes to do his enemies harni, 
10 law is an impediment. 
CnoR. Trivia,"* duugbter of Ccrea. who art tho gnai-dinn 
I deity over journeys by night and day, guide tho cup full of sail 
I death to those against whom my ret'pccted, respected mistress 
I Bends it, [full of deadly poison] from the trieklingg of the cut 
throat of the Gorgon, for him that aims at the dwellings of 
the Erectheidfc. Never may a. stranger from otlicr houses 
rule over the city, except tho nobly-bom sons of Erectheus. 
But if his death and the attempts of my misli-ess be not 
brought to pass, and opportunity for tho deed bo wanting, 
' whither hope is borne onwtird, she will either handle the 
I sharpened sword, or fit the noose for her throat around her 
I neck, and having put an end to sufferings by sufferings, will 
descend to another form of life. For never will she, who is 
' sprung from a noble house, with her bright eyes endure, while 
living, others and aliens ruling in her house. I am a^mcd 
of the God of many hymns,"'' if around the Castalian fountains, 
he by night, being sleepless, shall behold the lamp, spectator 
' of the Eikads:" when also the starry-visaged ether of Jovo 
is wont to dance,"' and the Moon dances, and tho fifty daugh- 
[ lers of Nereus, which in the sea, and in the eddies of eternal 
livers, celebrate in choir Cora with her golden crown, and her 
\. hallowed mother [Ceres] ; where, [forsooth,] this vagabond of 
> thoibua hopes to reign, tailing upon [the fruits of] others' toil. 

'' Ha(^n><> 13 mennt See Ournes and MMtliiie. 

' i. e. BncQhHs, 

'' One of tlie dftys of the Myatcriea. Cf. Arisloph. Ran. 32G, and 

" See my notsa on j£acli. Ag. 4, p. S6, cil. Bolin. 



1091—1131.] 



t9i 



See, all ye who, following the Muse, char 
hymns of our beds, and the lawless, impious nuptiiils of Yenqi 
liow much we Burpa.<s the uiijuEt race of men in piety, j' 
let n contrary vei'se and Muse, ■witU harah Bounding, go p 
ngainst men respecting tlieir beds. For this [Xuthus], bor 
from the sons of Jove, shows forge ifnlnesB, not begetting fi 
my mistress the fortune of a, common offspring of children j) 
his house, but, turning his delight tow(ird another love, he hnl 
obtained :m illejptimato son. 

[^Eittet- a Seevant.] 

Serv. Eenownetl ladies, where shall I find my mistresfi, thf 
daughter of Erectheus ? for I have gone over the whole of tl 
city, eearching after her, and can not find her. 

CnOH. Whatisit, fellow-slavo? What swiftness of ft 
possesses thee, and what news dost thou bear? 

Sekv. We are pursued, and the country magistrates of the " 
land are seeking her that she ma.y die by being stoned. 

CiiOR. Ah mel what wilt thou say? Surely we are not 
discovered contriving a secret murder against tlic youth 1 _ 

Skkv. Thou Jiast Jiit it ; thou wilt partake of the evil n 
among the least. 

CnOR. And how were the secret contrivances perceived t I 
■ Sert. The God, not wishing to be defiled, took care (' 
injustice should ho inferior to justice. 

CiiOR, How? Isuppliant beseech thee to declare this. 
having learned whether wo needs must die, we should die n 
pleasantly, or behold the Ught. 

Sekv. When the husbttnd of Creusa went away, and left 
the oracle, taking his new son to the banquet and sacrifice 
which be was preparing for the Gods, Xulhus indeed went to 
the place where the Bacchic fire of the God leaps forth, in 
order that ho might wet the double rocks'^ of Bacchus with 
the blood of sacrifice, in return for the sight'" of his son, say- 
ing, Do you indeed, son, remain, and erect a circular tent 
by the labors of workmen. And if, after sacrificing to the 
Goda who preside over birtli, 1 be a long lime absent, let 
there be banquets for your friends present. Then taking the 

" i. e, t!iQ Iwo heights of Parnn99ii3. 
'" Bamea well observes that •'•m^pia { — quod i 
is liora used for o^hc, the siglit itself. 
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calrea, lie went away ; but tlie young man religiously'" reared 
L up tlic inclosure ot' b tent with erect pillars, destitute uf 
I walls,'~ taking great care agaiDSt the heat of the sun, that 
I neither toward the middle rays of the suti,^''^ nor, on the 
I other himd, toward the Betting be:im§, having measured out 
[ a rectangle of the length of a ptethron, having an area of 
I ten thousand feet, as the skillful saj, as inviting the Tvbole 
\ of the Delphian people to a banquet.'^ And taking sacred 
I tapestries out of the coffers, he formed with them a cover- 
ing, a TOEirvcl for men to behold. First indeed he spreads a 
I wing of garments over the roof, tlie gift of the son of Jove, 
f which Hercules''^ brought to the God, spoils of the Amii- 
And such woven figures were painted on this texture. 
t Heaven [was] collecting the stiu-s in the circle of ether; 
I the Sun was driving his horses to the last waning light [of 
I. dayj, drawing with him the shining light of Vesper. And 
tWadt-robed Night was driving her two-horsed chariot, with- 
out looao-reined steeds,'"' and the stars followed the GoddcBs. 
3^he Pleiad indeed was traveling through the midway air, 
Isad sw^rd-bearing Orion. And above was Arctos turning 
pround with its tail in the golden-decked pole. And the cir- 
T cle of the full Moon was darting [its rays] above, the divider 
L of the month, and the Hyadea, tlie most distinct sign for Siiil- 
I ore, and light-bearing Mom cha^ng away the stars. And upon 
I the walia he placed other weavings of barbarian workmanship, 
f well-rowed ships drawn up in array against the Greeks, and 
r balf-savage men, and hunting on liorscback, and the chacc 
I aAer stags and fierce lions. And at the entriuice, Cecrops, 
r lolling his dragon folds, near by his daughters, the offering of 
I some Athenian. And lie placed golden goblets in the midst 
f the festal board, and walking on lip-toe, herald'likc he pro- 
I claimed for whoever of the natives wished to come to the ban- 
k.qaet. But when the tent was filled, they, decked with crowns, 



" Because formed oi _ 

" I read irpflf /icaac 6eo6 .... trpSf re^evTuoa^ 0"^'k, with DindorE 

"1 have followed MuBgravo'a clever espliiiialion of this pasaogo. 
I The worda tif Jiiyouaiv oi mufol seem to be purentheticaHy introduced. 

" An anauhrutjiam, as Hercules vas posterior to loa. 

" As Seidler well obaervra, " bi^te" are generally attributed to tha 

90n, who theretoro has no horses in a loose rein. Such is "-- 

■ 4kf iatipUTm'. 
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Batigfied tbeir desire ^'illi abundant food. But when they hi 
censed from thia pleasure, an old mao, coming forth into t 
midst of the plain, slood Htill, aiid aflbi-ded much laughter to 
the guests by acting with a set design. For he both poumd 
out from pitchers water for washing hands, nnd burned the juico 
of rayirh, and ruled over the golden cups, himself assigning 
himself this task. But when mutters came to the music of 
pipes and the common cup, the old man said, We ought to 
tiike nwny the small wino cups, and briug lai^e, that these 
[our friends] ranysoonei-jirrivcal delight of their heart. And 
llien there was l«bor for those who brought in the silver and 
gold-wrought goblets. But he taking a selected one, ns if for- 
Eoolh doing honor to his new master, gave the full Tcssel, cast- 
ing into the wine that muvderous poieon, which they say liis 
mistress gave him, that the youtli might quit the light. But 
nobody knew the truth. But one of tho sert'ants uttered an 
iit-omencd word, as the new-found son [of Xuthus], in com- 
pany with others, held the libation in hia hand. But he, as 
nurtured in the temple and among clevei- soothsayers, held it 
as an omen, and ordered them to fill another fresh goblet, and 
he gives to the earth the libation before intended for the God, 
and bids nil pour theirs away. And silence succeeded ; and 
after this, with the sacred dew of Byblino wine we filled the 
Nicred goblets. And amid this toil a. winged fiock of pigeons 
lights upon the house, for they dwell without fear in the hab- 
itations of Iioxias. But when they hud poured awiiy their 
wine, the birds in want of drink dipped their beaks into it, and 
Eucked it into their well-featherud necks. And to the others 
the libation of the God was harmless ; but one bird, which 
had settled where tho now son [|of Xuthus] had poured away 
the wine, and tasted the draught, straightway shook her wcll- 
winged form, nnd raved like a l^itcchunt, and screamed aloud, 
availing in a not intelligible guise. And the whole company 
of the guests was astonished at the troubles of the bird ; and 
she dies. in convulsions, stretching out her purple feet. But 
the son who bad been proclaimed by the oracle leaped upon 
the table with his limbs burcd of garments," and cries out. 
What man sought to kiU me ? Tell me, old man, for thine 
was the sot design, and from thy hand I received the cup. And 
immediately he examines the old man, seizing him by his aged 
■' Ho lioil torn bia robta Bsunder, in aatorialimenl. CE Ipb. T. 1469. 
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aiin, tliiit Im might ciitch liim in tlie fact [of Imving poison in 
his poEsesf ion]. And lie was detected, nnd, under compulsion, 
he wiili mucli ado let out the daring deed of Creuea and tbe 
contrivance of the cup. And the youth proclaimed by the or- 
acle of lYthiOB Apollo, rushes out immediately, taking with 
him the guests, mid etandiiig among the Pythian chieftain)<, 
Le says, O sacred earth, our lite is with poison attempted by 
a stranger woman, the daughter of Erectheus. And the chiefe 
of the Delphians decreed with unanimona vole that my mis- 
tress should die, hurled from a rock, as having attempted to 
destroy a consecrated man, and to perpetrate a murder in the 
temple. And all tho city is searching after her who has hast- 
ened hither her unprospei-oua journey. For coming to Phoe- 
bus through desire of children, she has destroyed herself in 
common with her children. 

Ciiciti. There is not, there is not an escape from death for 
miserable mc now; for these things are now plain, are now 
plain, Jrom the death caused by libation made of the clusters 
ofEaccliHs,'^mingledwith the quick drops of the viper. Flain 
«rc the sacrifices [prepared] for Iho dead ; calamities indeed 
for my life, and death by stoning for my mistress. By what 
winged flight [shall I escape], or shall I wend my way be- 
neath the murky recesses of the cnrtii, fleeing from ihe cui'se 
of a death by stoning, ascending the chaiiot drawn by swift- 
hoofed'* steeds, or tho stem of tbo ship 1 One can not escape 
notice, when God is imwilling to favor one's escape. What, 
O wretched mistress, awaits thee to suffer in soul ? Shall 'we 
not, wislung to do some one evil, ourselves suffer, as indeed is 
just? 

Crec. Attendants, wo 
condemned by the Pythia 

CuoB. wretched ont 
state of fortune thou art. 

Ckeu. "Where then shalll fly? For with difficulty Iwith- 
drew my foot from tho house, so as not to die, and I have got 
here, escaping from my enemies by stealth. 

" I rend flooif with Dobree. to whom (uroi'&irforrnrowUf is nlnoduo. 
Bee Dindorf. Tlie coDstniction appeal's to be ^vipu niiT f,6ti ^i/v^ it 
Atov. ^orp. fiiywit. dau^ oray. i;(i6vfi^- 

'' I have Bollenuil the boiil expreaaioQ, ;tv^^>' l^liuB"- 



s pursued unto deadly slaughter, 
,'ote, and I am given up [to cxe- 



a know (by calamities, in what 



Chor. And whither I'luc [shoiiklst llum lly], Ihan lo the a 
Knt 

Ckeu. And what will tliis avail mcT 

Choie. It la not lawful to alay a suppliant, 

Cked. IJut by the law I perish. 

Cdor. Ay, if taken by the lianti, 

Creu. And truly hither are the hitter executioners liasta 
faigi sword in hand. 

CiiOR. Sit then at the pyre ; nnd even if you die whilst hor 
Sioa wilt Itty the guilt of a suppliant's blood upon thy slay- 
n i but fortune must be endured. 

loM. bull-faced'*" visage of father Cophisus, whiit a vijier 
IB tluB thou bast begotten, or a driigon, looking flames of bloody 
fire, in whom is all daring, nor is she in nature inferior to tho 
drops of the Gorgon's venom, with which she thought to kill 
me. Seize on her, that the hills of Parnassus, whence slio 
shall be hurled by a leap from the rock, may lacerate the un- 
dishcveled locks of her hair. But I have happened on a lucky 
fortune, before I camo to the city of Athens, and was made 
subject to a step-mother. For while among allies I hnvQ 
measured the amount of your good-will, how great a bane, how 
wrathful thou art against me. For, once receiving me witli- 
in your house, you would have quickly sent me down to the 
realms of Pluto. But neither tlie altar, nor the house of Apol- 
lo, shall save thee ; and the commiseration thou wouldst ex- 
cite is rather duo to me and my mother ; for though her per- 
son be wanting to me, her name is in no wise wanting. Be- 
hold this daring wretch, what device upon device she halli 
woven. Has she not crouched down at the altar of Gods, in 
order that she may not pay the penalty uf what she has done? 

Crec. I forbid thee to slay me, both on my own behalf, 
and of tlie God, where I have taken refuge. 

Ion, And what is there in common hotli to Thichus and to 
thee? 

CitEU. I give my body as consecrateil to the God. 

Ion. And Ihcn you slay with poisons the [servant] of the God t 

GltBU. But thou wast no longer Apollo's, but thy sire's. 

Ion. But I was — I speak of the time wh^n my father was 

pithet of rivers. Biiraea ramnrka ihnt Cophians wits the 
If of IKogeneii, wLo gate birtEi toProxkljen, tho inotlier of Gi'suba 
" 1 rend iratpic diroaaitiv, with Soidler and Dtodoit 
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Citici*. But tlioH wiutt not tlien. But now 1 [nm sacred fo 
I the God]^bot tliou art [so] no longer. 

Ion. And being not pious, but my deeds were pious then. 
Creu. I sought to sltiy thee, being an enemy to my house. 
Ion. I came not arniBJ into thy Jand. 
Cbel'. You did, ay, and thou host burned the bouse of £rec- 

Ion. With what manner of brands, or witb what flame of 



dwell in my poaseBSions, taking 
the land of wbicb be had gaiii- 



Ckei;. Thou wast about 
I tbcm in spite of me. 

Ion. Ay, my sire beslowi 
I ed possession. 

Cbeu. Andhowbad thesonaofiEolus a share in [the eityj 
ofPallaa? 

Ion. He delivered that city by arms, not by words. 

Creu. An ally, though, ought not to be tlie possessor of the 

Ion. And then, tbrougli fenr of what diiLft seek to slay me7 

Cheu. That I, forsooth, might not myself die, if tliou wiist 
I not about [to die]. 

Ion. Being childless, art thou envious that my father found 
[ me? 

Crec. Wilt thou, then, pilhigc the bouses of the childless? 

Ion. And to mc, forsooth, was there to be no share at least 
L of my paternal inberitancc ? 

CuEc. Ay, as far as shield and spear. This is thy whole 
Ktsscssion. 

Ion. Leave tbc altar and tlic heaven-possessed abode. 

Creu. Advise your mother, wherever she liappens to be. 

Ion. And shall thou, attempting my death, not undergo 
I punishmeDt ? 

I Ckeu. Yes, if you are willing to slay me within these sa- 
I tied recesses, 

t Ion. What pleasure for thee to die amid the garlands of the 
f God? 

• Creu. Wc shall pain some one of those by whom we have 
I 'been pained.*^ 

Ion. Alaal it is dreadful, in sooth, bow unfairly, and in no I 

** L e. such vould have been the effect of lliy nrnval Sao vs. 1208. I 
" i. B. Apollo. I 
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1 a wise decree, tlie God liatl] orJaintd liiws foi 
)r it is not meet that the wiekcd sliuuld sit ni I 
tiir, but that one slioold drive tliem away. For it is not good 
tliut a wicked hand should touch tits Uods; but it were meet 
that the just,^' if one of them were injrireJ, should sit in sa- 
cred places, and that just and unjust, coming to the same 
place, should not possess the same iidvantuge fi-oni the Gods. 

I'lTHiA.^ (sudden!;/ breaking tiUnce) Hold! my son — for 
I, quitting the oracular tripod, pass over this inclosurc with 
lay foot, the priestess of Phaibus, chosen out of all the Ditl- 
phian women, observing the ancient custom of the tripod. 

Jon. Hail, O my mother dear, although thou didst not give 
me birth. 

rmi. But so at least I am called, and the nome is not un- 
pleasant to me- 

loN. Host thou heard how this woman tried to kill mo by 
her stratagems? 

I*YTii. I liavc heard. And thou, being enraged, art in 
fault. 

Ion. Docs it not behoove me to kill in turn those who would 
have killed me? 

I'mi. Wives are always ivont to be hostile to children prc- 
rioualy begotten. 

Ion. But 1 indeed [am wrath] with my niother-in-law, 
having suffered ill. 

Pytk. Do not [speak] thus. Quitting the temple, and go- 
ing to thy country — 

Ion. What does it behoove mc to do upon thy advice? 

Pyth. Being pure, go to Athens under fair omens. 

Ion. Pure indeed is every man who slays his enemies. 

Pyth. Not you, indeed ; but receive from me the words I 
have. 

" Dindorf iroll obBcrvcs, that nny nttcmpt to defend the dative nfler 
jCpigviii ia usgIcsb, and that we muat read ror/p 6c / ffdinovf, u-iLh Dobree. 

" The BCtiDKhere must have given great spirit nnd inleitaity to the 
Kccne. loD, with nil liie piuty, ia vain seekn for nn excueo for the deed 
of Croiua; even the altar of the God ceases to cheek the daring im- 
pali« of Lis wraCli. Hia hand is upon his Bword, Creusu with fearful 
oamralneM seiias the Boored ehrine. wliati the Pythian priestess, the old 
and veil-tried friend of Ion, suddenly nrreata liis attention. The reader 
vill do veil to compare the recognition of Ion nnd Adrastiis in the 
beBUtifnl tragedy of Talfourd. Act iv. Se. i., to vliich I have already 
klluded in mi- note on Aristot. Poetio, liv. 7, p. 434, ed, Bohn. 
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Ion. Speiik: fur, bciug well disposed, tlion wilt say whal- 
ever thou eayest. 

Pyth. Dost thou Bee this vese! embrticed by my arms? 

los. I see an olJ cbest amid the gai'landa. 

Prrii. In tbis I once on a. time found thee, being an infant. 

los. What Bayest tbou ! This is a new story that is in- 
troduced. 

PvTii. For I kept matters in eilcnce. But now I show tbcm 
forth. 

Ion. How tben didst thou keep it eecret, having received 
me long since? 

l*mi. The God wished to have thoo a minister in bis 
dwelling. 

los. But does be now no longer wish it? By what means 
must I know this t 

Pttii. Proclaiming thy father, be sends thee from this land. 

Ion. But dost thou preserve this by commanda, or whence ? 

Pyth. Loxias Bu^ested it to my mind. 

Ion. To do what? Say, complete the story. 

Prrn. To preserve this tliat I found, up to the present time. 

Ion. But what advantage, or what htirm doea it convey to 
met 

Ptth, In it are contained the swaddling-clothes in which 
thou wast enwrapped. 

los. You produce these as helps to discover my mother. 

I'yrii. Ay, wnce the God wishes it, but not so hefoi-e. 

Ion. O day for me of happy viaons ! 

Pmi. Taking them, tlierefore, seek out thy mother. And 
traversing all Asia, and the Tiounds of Europe, tbou wilt thy- 
self learn these matters. But for the sake of the God have 
I trained tbee up, O boy, and these things I restore to thee, 
wliich he wished me, unbidden, to take and preserve. But 
wherefore he wished, I con not say. But not one of mortals 
knew that I possessed these things, nor where they were bid- 
den. And fare tbee well, for I salute tbee e'en as a mother. 
And begin fi-om whence it behooves thee to seek for thy moth- 
er ; first, indeed, if imy of the Delphian virgins, having brouglit 
thee fprth, exposed thee in these temples, and then wlielber 
any Grecian woman. But from me thou hast all, and from 
Phffibus, who is partaker in this event. 

Ion. Alas! alas! how I let fall the wot tear down fioiu 
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ind to tliut time, when my mo: 
s away, ani held not the breast u 



inJDe eyes, turning my n 
privily wedded, sold me 

lae ; but I, without a name, contiaued the life of a servant in 
the dwellings of the God. The conduct of the God indeed 
was good, but of fortune, evil. Por nil the time during wliich 
I ought to have been reveling in my mother's arms, and tast- 
ing some of the pleasure of life, I was destitute of the most 
tender nurture of a mother. And wretched, too, was she who 
bore me. How has she suffered the same calamity, losing the 
delights of her boy ! And now, taking this chest, I will bear 
offerings to the God, [praying] that I may light upon naught 
that 1 do not wish. For if some slave chance to be my moth- 
er, 'tis worse to find my motber, than in silence to let her 
alone. O Phcebua, I offer this at thy shrines. And yet what 
am I doing? I shall be contending against the God, who 
pi'caerved these indications of my mother for me. I must dare 
and endure these things ; for things fated none can ever over- 
come. O aacred garland, why Lave ye been hidden from mc, 
and ye bandages, in which my goods dear to me were guard- 
ed t Behold the surrounding fntme of the well-rounded chest, 
liow it has not grown old, and liow mould is absent from its 
texture, through some divine interference. But a long timo 
has passed during the interval to these treasures. 

Cred. What phantom of unhoped-for things do I see? 

lOK. Be silent, thou hast he«n befoi-o conscious of much 
against me .81^ 

Ckeu. My state is not one for silence. Advise me not, 
For I behold the burden which once on a timo I exposed ; 
thee, forsooth, my child, being yet an infant babe, in the caves 
of Cecrops, and the rocky Macrae. But I will leave this altar, 
cvenif Imust die. 

Ion. Seize on her ; for, madilcued by some God, slie has 
left the images of the altar ; and bind her arms. 

Crec Cease not from slaying me; for to this [chest] will 
I ding, and to thee, and to the things concealed within it. 

Ion. la not this di-eadful? I am carried off by a pretended 
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Jon. I dear to Uice* And lliou tlicn woiildat privily de- 
stroy me? 

CfiEC. Ay, my son, if tills is most dcnr to parents. 

Ion. Cease weaving [plotsj. I will take you nicely [in yoar 
own toils], 

Cked. May I come to tins, O son. At this I aim. 

Ion. Is tljis vessel empty, or does it contain somctliing that 
fills iti 

Cbeu. Ay. your pwaddling-clothcfi, in wbiiih I once ex- 
posed you. 

Ion. And ean yon tell llieir name, before you see them? 

Creit. If I can not say, I undertake to die. 

Ion. Say then ; for thy boldness lias Bomelhirg strange. 

Ceei'. Look for the texture which I once wove when a 
prl. 

Ion. Of what kind? There are many texturea woven by 

Ckei:- Not completed, but like a lesson in weaving. 

Ion. Having what form ? for you shall not eatch me on 
this point. 

Ckei-. A Goi^on ia in the centre web of the garment. 

Ion. (seeini} it) O .love, what fat« is bunting me out? 

Creu. And it is fringed with ecrpenls like an gegia. 

Ion. Bee! this is the garment, and the wrappings, as I 
have fbund them. 

Crec. O ancient virgin-labor of my shuttle. 

Ion. Is there any [evidence] in addition to this, or art thou 
. fortunate in this alone? 

Crev. Two dragons glittering with golden jaws. 

Ion. The gift of Minerva, who commands to train up chil- 
i dren [amidst them] ? 

Creu. Ay, imitations of ardent Eriethonius. 

Ion. To do what ? For wh.it use are these golden orna- 
ments? Tell me. 

Cbeit. .As a necklace for a young boy to bear, my child. 

Ion. These are in [it], llut I desire lo know the third. 

Ckec- I placed around thee then a crown of the olive 
\ which Minerva first brought forth on the rock,"^ which, If it 
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is yet [in the chest J, will never cease lis lilooni, hut floui 
being sprung from an unfuding olive. 

Ion. O dearest mother mine, eeeing Ihee, willingly I em- 
brace tby willing cheek. 

Creu. child, light to a moLhcr surpassing the sun, (for 
the God will pardon my words,) I hold Ihec in my sirins, nil 
unhoped-for dfacovery, whom I thought waa dwelling beneath 
tlie earth, in the shades wilh Proserpine. 

Ion. But, O, dear mother min«, in thine arms I siiall seem 
to uppear both as the dead and not the dead. 

Crbd. Io! Io! tliou expanse of shining ether, what words 
shall I utter, ehall I cry out? Whence has this unexpected 
pleasure reached me"! Whence have I received this joy? 

Ion. Eveiy thing would have seemed likely to hiippen to 
Die, O mother, sooner than this, that I am thine. 

CuE0- With fear I tremhle. 

Ion. What, as having, not having me? 

CREn. For I had banished afar such hopes. woman, 
whence, whence didst thou receive my infant in thy arma?''^ 
Through whose hand did he enter the house of Loxias? 

Ion. This was the work of the God ; but for the rest of our 
fortune we arc blest as much as we were before unhappy. 

Chku. Child, thou wast not brought forth without tenrs, 
and thou wast separated from thy mother's hands with groans. 
Hut now near thy cheek I brcalho again, obtaining a pleasure 
most blest. 

Ion. Thou art expressing my feelings and thine in com- 

Creu. No longer arc we childless or without offspring. 
And my house is strengthened, and the land"" possesses a 
ruler, and Erectheus grows young again, and the earth-born 
house no longer beholds the night, but looks up with the 
lamps of the sun. 

Ion. Mother, let my father, being present, idso share in the 
pleasure I have given thee. 

Creu. O child, what sayest tliou? How, how shall I be 
brought to the charge 1 

Jon. How say you? 

CrkiT- From others, from others art thou sprung, 
e Diad. 







Ion. ALis! thy virgin stale gave me a spui'iouf' birtli. 

Creu. Not lunid lamps nor dances did ray nuptials, O 
produce thee. 

Idn. Alas! nm I base Isoru, mother? from nbomt 

Cbeu- IJeai- wilneas ehe who slew ihc Gorgon. 

Ion. What IB this thou snyesH 

Crec. "Who on my native rockfi inhabits the hill that brings 
fortli olives? 

Ion. Thou tellcst, thou tellest me obscure things, and not 

Creu. Near the nightingale-resounding rock, by PLtcbus — 

Ion. Wliat sayest tliou of Phuibus f 

Creu. I was wedded in secret embraces. 

Ion. Speak ; for Ihou tellest something good and fortunitte 
for me. 

Creu. And in the tenth revolution of a month I brought 
thee forth, a secret offspring, to Phccbus, 

Ion. O thou wlio tellest things most dear, if thou speakcet 

Creu. I wrapped these virgin -wrought garments around 
thee, the plySngs of ray shutlle, a task set by my mother.*' 
liut I did not bring iiourishment by milk, nor by the breast, 
uor were there the washings witli my liaiids. But iu a lone 
cave thou wast cast forth to be slain and feasted on to death 
by the claws of birds. 

Ion. O mother (hat hast dared fearful things. 

Creu, Bound down by fear, 1 cast away thy life, my cliild, 
MnwiLing I have hluin thee. 

Ion. And by me thou wast about to die unliolily. 

Creu. Alas! dreadful indeed our forlunes then, and miser- 
able now also. We have been wliirled to and fro by good 
and ill fortunes in turn. The gale is changed : may it remain. 
Enough the foi-mer ills ; but now after ills a prosperous breeze 
lias sprung up, boy. 

CiiOR. IjCt no man ever think that any thing is not to be 
txpectcd, considering what has now taken place. 

Ion. Fortune, thou who hast idready cliangcJ number- 
ess mortals both to be unlmppy, and, in turn, to iiirc well, 
to what a turning point of life had I come, to slay my mother 
ir Eufibr uQWorttiy things ! Alas ! is tliero in tlio shining rev- 
' "A matre dicit, quod ab ea id Telamea texendnm ucceperat." Bkcm. 
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olutions of the sun tho power of learning nil tlicsc things bj 
day? I have found thee, mother, a dear discoverj', and that 
this my descent is not one to be defiiiaed ; but the rest I fain 
would speak to thee alone. Come hither, for I wish to speak 
words in l\ty ear, and to thro%v a shade on acta dune, ties 
thou, mother, lest, having Giiled by tho wonted weakness 
that befalls maidens in seeret loves, thou diargcst the guitt 
upon a God, and seeking to avoid shame falling upon me, 
thou aayeat thou bore me to Phicbus, not having through a 
God become a mother. 

Creu. By victorious Minerva, wlio in her chariot once 
stood in aid to Jove against the giants, there is none of nioiinls 
who is thy father, child, but king Loxias, who nurtured thee. 

Ion. How, then, did he give his own son to another father, 
and say that I am bom ths son of Xuthua^ 

Cbed. Not that thou art bom ; but he bestows thee, being 
^born from himself; for u friend may give to a friend his own 
Bon as the master of his house, 

Ion. Whether the God is true, or gives a vain response, 
naturally, O mother, disturbs my mind. 

Ckkv. Hear, then, what has occurred tome, O child. Loxi- 
ae, doing thee a kindness, settles thee in a noble housa But ' 
wert thou called [the son^ of the God, thou woukkt never pos- 
sess the full inheritance of the house, nor a father's name. 
For how so? when I myself concealed my connection with 
liira, and nearly slew thee privily. Hut he, seeking thy wel- 
fare, gives thee to another iiilhei-. 

Ion. I do not enter upon matters thus lightly; but, enter- 
ing the temple, I will inquire of l'b(ebu» whether I am sprung 
fi-om a mortal sire or irom Lortias. Ah ! who of the Gods, 
passiug beyond the incense-receiving dwelling, presents a coun- 
tenance radiant as the sun t Let us Ry, mother, lest we 
IjehoM the power of the Gods, unless it be seasonable to be- 
hold. 

MiNKHVA. Fly not, for I am no enemy whom you fly, but 
am well inclined to you both in Athens and here. And I, 
culled after thy land, Fajlas, am come hither, hastening my 
course, ii-om Apollo ; who did not think fit to come into your 
presence, lest blame for former transactions should arise ; but 
he send.') me to tell yon that this woman brought thee forth by 
Apollo, and he gives tbee to those to whom he has given 
Vol.. II.— F 
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I thee, who have not b^otten thee, but in order that he may 
I settle thee in a most noble bouse. But when this matter wits 
I declared and laid opeD, fearing lest thou ehouldst die by the 
I Bchemes of thy mother, and eho by thee, he dehvered you by 
I stratagem?. And kiug [Apollo] intended to have kept this 
[ in gitence, and have made known at Athens that this was thy 
I fmother], and that thou waat sprung from this woman and 
from Phosbus as thy sire. But, that I may pass through the 
matter, and the oracles of the God, on account of which I 
have yoked my chariot toward this land, go thou, Creuaa, 
I taking this boy to the land of CecropR, and scat him on the 
I throne of state; for he, being bom from the descendants of 
I Erecthcus, has a just right to rule over my land. And he 
I fliall be renowned through Greece ; for his children, bom four 
I in number, from one root, shall give tlieir names to the land, 
and territory belonging to tribes*^ of the people, who inhabit 
I nay rock. Tclcoa indeed shall be the iirst, then second the^ 
I Hopletes and Arcadians, and, [deriving their namG|| from ray 
Kgis, the .£gikoreB shall possess one tribe, liut their chil- 
L dren in turn, bom in the destined season, shall inhabit the 
insular cities of the Cyclades, iuid the continent along the 
> coast, which will confer sti-cngth upon my land, and they will 
I possess the opposite lands of t he two continents, of the Asian 
' territory, and European. But on account of tbis youth's 
I name being called lonians, they shall obtain renown- But to 
Xuthus and to thcc thcro bIir,!! be n common raco [of chil- 
dren]; Dorus, whence the Dorian district will be celebrated; 
L and secondly Achxus, in the Felopoian land, who shall bo 
I king of tbe sea-coast land near Rhium, and the people !<hall 
[ glory much in being called afler his name And well has 
I Apollo brought all to pass. First, indeed, he deiii-era j-ou 
I without illness, so that your friends might not know; and 
I when you brought forth this hoy, and exposed him in swad- 
I dltng-clothcs, he bade Mercury, having taken the Infant in 
I his arms, bring him hither, and he nurtured him, and suffered 
I him not to die. Now therefore bo silent-as to this being thy 
son, that the supposition may pleasantly possess Xuthus, and 
\ thou in turn m.iyest possess thine own good, O woman. And 

■ " " i. e. TrIP lit! rate ^uAoir aSeai', tribubus peniiiaaam ennimqiie 
K polestati siibjeclam." Heuii. Oil tbe names of tho tiibca lere nion- 
m tioned, see Mii^rave and Mutthis. 






a ION. 123 

a ye well, for after tbia respiration from your toils I an- 
nounce to you a happy t'uto. 

Ion. O Pallas, daugbter of most miglily Jove, not with in- 
credulity will I receive thy words; but I am persuaded that I 
am [the son] of Loxias and this woman, and before this wua 
not disbelieved by me. 

Ckeu. Here me then, I commend Piirebus, not before 
approving hb conduct, in that ho restoi'ea to ine the son he 
once nt^lected. And of pleasant aspect to me are these gates 
and shrines of the God, being belbre an hostile spectacle. 
But now 1 hang my hands at the knocker,^^ and addfess the 
gates. 

Mci. I commend you, because you have changed your eon- 
duct, and praise the God. Late indeed, ut limes, ia the aid 
of the Gods, but in the end not weak. 

Gred. O child, let us go home. 

MiN. Go, and I will follow. 

lo!*. A worthy companion of lite way, forsooth. 

Gkeu. Ay, and one that loves the city. 

MiN. And sit down on thine ancient throne. 

Ion. a worthy possession for me. 

Chobcs. O Apollo, son of Jove and Latona, hail ! But 
lijni whoso house is harassed by calamities, it behooves to wor- 
ship the Gods, and be of good confidence. For in the end 
the good obtain their due, but the wicked, as they arc by 
jmture, will never fare well."' 



' Cf. Follai. K 
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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

ANDROMACHE. 
FEMALE SERVANT. 
HERMIONE. 
MENELAUS. 
MOLOSSUS. 
PELEUS. 
NURSE. 
ORESTES. 
MESSENGER. 
THETIS. 

CHORUS OF PHTHIAN 
WOMEN. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Hermione, daughter of Menelaus, was wedded to Ncoptolemns, who 
also received Andromache as a prize from the siege of Troy, and married 
her. While he was absent at Delphi craving satisfaction for the death 
of his father, Hermione, jealous of Andromache, accused her of causing 
her own childlessness by magical devices, and, aided by her father Me- 
nelaus, sought to slay her with her infant son. This deed was prevent- 
ed by the arrival of Pelcus, and Menelaus retired in disgust to Sparta, 
leaving Hermione in great dread of the consequences of her attempt. 
Meantime Orestes, the former lover of Hermione, arrived, and claimed 
her hand. She accompanied him to Sparta, and he procured the mur- 
der of Neoptolemus while consulting the oracle. Peleus bewailed his 
death, but was comforted by Thetis, who announced to him his own im- 
mortality, and ordered Andromache and her son to be sent to the Mo- 
lossian territory. 







Androsiaciie. 
Thod ornament of the Asiatic Jand, city of Thebes,' from 
whence once on a time, with m dowiy of much gold, I came to 
the regal house of Priam, having been given to Hector as a wife 
to bear children, Andromache, an object of envy, indeed, in 
former times, but now, if any other is, a moat unhappy wo- 
man ; who have beticld, forsootii, my husband Heclor slain 
by Achilles, and Astyanan, tlic boy whom I bear to my hus- 
band, cast down from the erect towers, when the Greeks took 
tJie plain of Troy. And I myselti having been accounted of 
the noblest family, have come lo Greece aa a slave, being be- 
stowed on the islander^ Ncoptolemus, aelected out of the booty 
of Troy as a reward for bis Talor. And I now inhabit the 
plains neighboring on this Fbthia and the city of Pharsalia, 
where the sear^oddeaa Thetis dwells with Peleus, apart from 
mankind, and shunning their society. Itut the The.oRaliun 
pcopla call the place the Thetideium, on account of the nup- 
tials of the God<Iess. There the son of Achilles has taken up 
this his dwelling, but allows Pelcus to rule the Pharsalinn land, 
not wishing to take the sceptre from the old man while alive. 
And I bear to tjjis house a male son, in union with the son of 
Achilles, my master. And formerly indeed, although lying in 
misery, hope ever urged nie on, ilist, my son being preserved, 
I should find some aid and assietnnce in my troubles. But 
since my lord, neglecting the bed of me a slave, bos weddeil 
the Lacedaimonian Hermione, I am driven by her with 



' Not the celebrated city on the bnnlis of tlie Nile, but 
lero Eellun rci|riied. See the ScholiiuL 
■ He dwelt iu tlis island otScyrus. 



iCilioi 






ANDBOMACHE. 



[31— 7a 



retdiej ill-trraitnieiit. For slie asscrls lliat wiLb secret 
igs I render licr cliildlesa, und bitted by her husband; ami 
It I mjBelf wish to inhabit this house inetead of her, having 
I, cost out by violence her tie of marriage ; whicli I, in the iiist 

Slace, received not willingly, and have now quitted. Mighty 
ove, be witness to this, that I have not willingly shared licr 
Blxid. But 1 do not persuade her, and glie wishes to slay mc, 
p.snd her father Menelaus joins with his daughter in this deed. 
rAnd now be is within, having come from fSparia for this very 
t purpose ; and I in terror have come, mid nm sitting at this 
I shrine of Thetis close by the house, if it will hinder me from 
^■dying. For Peleus and the descendants of Feleus reverence 
f it, [being] tho monument of the nuptials of the daughter o( 
r Nereua. But him, who is my only hoy, I privily send away 
to other houses, fearing lest he perish. For lie who hegat him 
' U not at band to aid mc, and is of no avail in bebalf of the 
boy, being absent in the land of the Delphians, where he pays 
to Loxias the penalty of madness ;^ through which, once on a. 
time, having gone to Python, lie demanded his father of Phte- 
bus; for which [demand] he pays the penally; if by any 
means, begging ott'the former offense, lie may render the Goil 
&vorahle hereafler. 

AIArD Servant. Mistress, 1 indeed do not sbrint from call- 
I thee by this name, since also I thus distinguished you in 
I yonr own house, when we were dwelling in the plain of Troy. 
I And as I was well disposed both to you and to your husband 
F while living, now too 1 am come, hringing thee new tidings, in 
r B fear indeed, lest any one of our masters sliould hear, but 
' r thee ; for Mcnelaus and hiB daughter ai'e plotting 
I against thee dreadful things, against which thou must guard. 
I Andk. O dearest fellow-slave, for fellow-slave thou art to 
I me, who was once thy queen, but is now an unhappy [woman], 
w what are they doing ? what devices are they again weaving, 
I Seeking to slay all-wretehed me? 

Sekv. They are about to slay thy son, whom thou, O 
luretched one, didst privily send from the house. 

Andr. Ah me! Whence can she have learned' that my 
wretched me, how I am undone ! 



' On this whole pasaogo, see Matthiic, nlioiic 

■' n hnva been inloplBd by Dindorf. 

* But L. Dindorf reads jtcirvoOc. Bee Itia nol 
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Bert. I know not, bnt I hcaifl this from them, and Mene- 
laus baa gone from the house after liim. 

AtiDit. Then I am undone. O child, the twain vultures 
will seize and slay thee ; but he who ia called tby sire ia abid- 
ing at Delphi. 

Serv. For I do not think that (hou wouldst faro thus ill, 
were be present i but now thou art bereft of friends. 

AsDK. But has no report arrived concerning i'eleus, that 
he is coming? 

Herv. He is loo old to benefit thee by his presence. 

Andr. And yet I have sent for bim, not once only. 

SFJtv. Dost thou then think that any of the messengers 
care for thee 1 

Andr. How so? will you then go as messenger for me? 

Serv. What account then shall I give, being a long time 
absent fxom the house f 

Akur. Thou canst find many conlrivancca ; for thou art a 

Serv. There is danger, for Ilermione is no trifling guard. 

Andk. Dost perceive? Thou denicat thy friends in their 
troubles. 

Serv. Not so. Reproach me not with this. But I will 
go ; for the life of a captive woman ja not of great import, 
e'en if I sufier any ill. 

Andb, Go then ; but we will stretch forth to the sky the 
lamentations, and groans, and tears, in which ivc are ever in- 
volved; for to women it is a natural delight in present 
troubles ever to keep them in their mouth and on the tongue. 
And there ia not one thing, but many, for me to bewail ; my 
ancestral city, and Hector deail, antl the stern fate to which I 
am yoked, having fallen nndeservedly upon the day of slavery. 
But it behooves one to call none of mortals happy,* before, 
upon his death, you see how, having passed the last day, ho 
will go below. Paris led Helen, companion of \i'm bed, to his 
couch, not as a bride, but aa some curse to lofty Troy- For 
whose sake, O Troy, the swift warlike force of the Greeks, 
with thousand ships, captured thee, ravaged with spear and 
id Hector Ihe husband of wretched me, whom the son 
of murine Thetis dragged charioteering around the walls. 

;f. Soph. Triicli. 1 aqq. ivitli iho nolus. 




Hbo 



ANDROMACHE. 



[109— ISB. 



[1 1 myself have been led from my cbaralwr to the shore of 

sea, piittiug hateful slavci'y around my head. And iimny 

■a fell down my face, when I left the city, and my chamber, 

ind mj lius]>and in the dust. Alas I me wretched, why need 

[ Btill behold the light, the slave of Henuione? By whom 

I worn down, 1 as a suppliant at tliis image of the Goddess, and 

ft'tbrowing my arms around it, am wasEing away, as ike rill 

I 'trickles from the rock, 

Ciioiios. O lady, who for n lung while art sitting on the 

I [sacred] precinct, and at the shrine of Thetis, nor quiltest it, 

I to thee of an Asiatic race I have nevertheless como a. I'hthiun, 

I if I might be able to shred* for thee any remedy for Ihy troub- 

K'leB, hard to be released, which hiave inclosed you and Ilermione 

■ in a hateful strife, O wretched one, she being a partner in Iho 

I double nuptials with the son of Achilles. Know thy fortune, 

V.consider the present evil, into which thou art come. Contend- 

,t thou with thy mastera ? thou, being a Trojan woman, with 

tJio descendants of Lacedjemon ? Quit the sheep- receiving' 

lling of the maa-ino Goddess. What occasion is there ibr 

rou to waste away unseemly your body in grief, through tho 

mpulsion of jour mastere? Hut power will induce yon, 

I "Why, being naught, dost thou toil this toil ? But come, quit 

T the splendid seat of the Goddess diuighler of Nei-ens, and leani 

I that you are a servant in a strange land, in a foi-eign city, 

[ where thou bcholdest none of thy friends, O thou most unfor- 

I tunatc, O all-wretched bride- For most pitied by me h«iit 

I thou come to this bouse, O Trojan lady, but through fear of 

/ masters I keep quiet, (but I [nevertheless} bear thy lot 

^ith pity,) lest the child of the daughter of Jove perceive that 

% am well disposed toward thee.* 

moNE. I have como liilher, not indeed bearing an or- 
Wment of golden luxury around my head, nor this vesture of 
mbroidered garments aronnd my person, as first-fruits aillcd 
1 the house of Achilles or of Feleus; but my father Mene- 
□s, of the Ijaccdicmoniau Spartan land, bestows these on me 
Kith many dower-gifts, so that I may speak freely. To j'ou 

* Ct JEaeh. Ag, 17, tnvoi'-ivTfiiviiv oKOf, witli l.lie notes. 
1. the sheep for sacrifice. 

lere is Bomc awkTvardness in the iaterveniDg clanee, whicli I faare 
r Jihlc^d in an incloaure. The sense is inut'li t)Jo Bnme ns in tb. G1, fujiv. 
■ (■ 6cmroTijii alaOijaCTai, Oh-ri^ Si Ty oy. 
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indeed I give answer with thflse worda. Itut thou, being il 
slave obtained by the spear, wisheat to possess this house, bav- 
iDg cast me out, and tbrough thy dru^ I am detested by my 
husband, and my womb, tlirotigh thee, perishes away without 
offipring. For the ffliadg of Asiatic women are very clever 
in such matters ; from whieli I will restrain thee. And nei- 
ther shall this house of Nereus' daughter avail thee, nor her 
altar, nor shrine, but thou shall die. And if any mortal, or 
God, wishes to preserve thee, it behooves thee, instead of thy 
former prosperous vauntingi', to crouch submissive, and to fall 
down nt my knee, and to sweep this house, sprinkling the dew 
of Achelous from gold-wrought vessels, and to know where on 
the earth thou art. For this° is not Hector, nor Priam, nor 
gold, but a Grecian city. But thou art come to this pitch of 
ignorance, thou miserable one, tliat thou dm'est to share the 
bed of the son of a sire wbi> destroyed thy husband, and to 
bring forth children by his slayer. Hnch is the whole race of 
the barbarians: a father is united to hia daughter, and a son 
to his mother, and a maid to her brother; and through mur- 
der pass the dearest of kin, and the law prevents none of these 
things. Whieh do not thou introduce among us ; lor it is not 
well for one man to have the reins over two women ; but, look- 
ing to one love, the companion of their bed, men are content, 
if they wish not to live evilly. 

I Chor. Envious by nature is the fumale kind, and ever most 

L itostile to their fellows in marringc. 

Andr. Ahis! alas! youth is an evil lo mortals, and [evil 
it IB for him] who cherislies not justice in youth. Hut I fear 
lest my state of slavery drive me from converse with thee, 
although having much of justice ; but if on the other hand 
I shall prevail, [I fear] lest I shall incur harm by this; fur 
they who have high thoughts bear ill the better arguments of 
thdr inferiors ; but nevertheless I will not be detected desert- 
ing my own cause. Say, young lady, moved by what reason 
worthy of credit do I drive away thee from genuine nuptials? 
Is it because Lacedremon is n. smaller city than thnt of the 
Phrygians, and that my Ibrtune excels, and thou beholdest 
me free? Or is it that, puffed up with youth and lustiness 
of body, with the greatness of ray city, and my friends, 1 seek 

UjIo posBCBS thy house in thy stead? Is it that, insteud of Ihcc, 

• a. ISlniuf. or ^Esol]. PeTs. i. 
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I may myself bear children, as slaves, nnd a wretched drag lo 
myself? Or wlio will endure my children as the rulers of 
Fhthia, even if you do not bring forth ? For the Greeks love 
me, both on Hector's account'" and [because] I myself was 
bamble and not a. queen among the Phrygians. It is not 
through my drugs that thy husband loathes thee ; but be- 
cause thou art not fit to be connected with him. But this loo 
is ft love-spell. It is not beauty, lady, but virtues that delight 
bed-fellows. But if you are at all annoyed, then Laceda^mon 
indeed is a mighty city,'^ but Scyrus'^ thou accountest noth- 
ing, and thou showest thy wealth among the not wealthy, end 
Monelaus in thy estimation is greater than Achilles. For 
fiiese things indeed thy husband hates thee. For it behooves 
a woman, even if she be bestowed on a bad Ijusband, lo be 
content, and not to hold a strife of haughtiness. But if thou 
hadst hud a royal husband in Thrace, overflowed by snow, 
where one man, dwelling with many, in turn bestows the 
imptial couch, thou wouldst have shiin them. And then thou 
wouldflt have been found bringing upon all women the chtirge 
of being insatiate in marriage. This indeed is base ; and yet 
we Mcken with this disease worse than men; but we huvo 
striven well against it. O dearest Hector, but I for thy sake 
loved the same ns thee, if Venus led thee aught astray, and 
oiltimes have I given the breast to iby illegitimate sons, that 
X might not offer thee any bitterness. And acting thus, I did 
■by virtue draw my husband to myself; but you in fear do not 
allow a drop of the dew of the sky to fall upon thy husband. 
Do not seek, O woman, to surpass thy mother in man-loving ; 
for it behooves children of sense to shun the manners of evil 
mothers. 

Chor. Mistress, as far as thou canst with case, so much bo 
thou persuaded to agree with this woman in words, 

Hebm. Why dost thou mouth it solemnly, and come lo the 
strife of words, that thou forsooth art prudent, but my conduct 
is not prudent^ 

" SchoL Kal iiH t&v 'Exropa, Kal 6i' i/iavTjjv. 'Enrnpa /i^, df eicpyf- 
I TSW TLfiwTft, l/ii ii, ilt( fil) dapffapoi/, Kal fir) jrajffiiav uri^ifavfj avTo!^ ji- 
r vc/iertiv iXcoviiTCC. 

" /itf' iml, i. e, iicya?.ii'tTai ini aiv. C£ Or. 7B4, ptya yUp ij tirfi- 

d Bov. Pfliioe. 

' The cnuDtry of Keoptolen 
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Asva. Tou are not bo, at least in the words you have been 
— ing. 

9Iebm. Never may thy iliaposilion dwell with mo, O woman. 
pAjmK. 'I'liou art young, yet lalkest about things of alianie. 

\ HettM. But thou dost not talk indeeil, hut art doing so lo 

me, to the ulmost of your power. 

AjhOK. Will you not grieve about Vi-nus in siicnco? 
Herm. What? la not this every where the first eonsider.i- 
tion with women 1 

Andr. [Yea,] to those who use it properly, but if not, it is 
not honorable. 

Heieiu. Wo do not regulate our city hy ilio laws of barba- 

AxDit. Doth there and liero dishonorable deeds convey dia- 

HERjf. Clever, clever art thou ; but ati!! Ihou must die. 
AxuR. Dost thou perceive the statue of Thetis looking upon 

Herji. Ay, hating thy country for the death of Achilles. 

tAxDB. Helen, thy mother, destroyed him, not I. 

Herm. What, wilt thou further touch upon my evilsl 

. AnsR. See, I am silent, and compress my lips. 

■ Herm. Say rather, for what purpose I have (.■onie hilheri^ 

Ajidr. I say that thoo hast not as much sense as hehooi 

Herm. Wilt thou quit tliia sacred inciosure of Ih 
Goddess 1 

Asdr. Ay, provided I do not die. But unless [this be 
I will never t|uit it. 

Herm. This then is lixed, and I will not wait for my hus- 
tiand to return. 

Andr. But neither will I yield myself to thee before. 

Herm. I will bring liro upon thee, and will not consider thy 
welfare.'' 

Amdr. Do thou, then, light the flame; for ihc Gods wilt 
know these things. 

Herm. And the pangs too of dreadful wounds agoinst (hy 
person. 

" Dot iurelyMuagrave is right in rending tOstoh, Uev cimtempt of 
the ucred place wo" ' ' 
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Andr. Slay, imbrue with tlood the iillar of tlic Goddess, 
f ■who will punish thee. 

Heicm. O thou biirbarian ci'eature, and of liardy darinp, 
I art thou, then, braving out death? liut swiftly will I up- 
e thee, of thine own accord, from this [suppliant] sitting, 
1 Such a bait for thee do I possess ; but I will conceal my plans, 
I and the deed will speedily sbow itself. Sit as ihou Edttest ; 
ren though molten lead surround thee, 1 will make thee 
I rise, before the son of AchiUiis, in whom thou art confident, 
I returns. 

AxDii. I have a good trust ; but strange it is that one of 
I the Goda should have furnished mortals with remedies agaiust 
I Bavage serpents, but that no one has yet diseoveretl a eure lor 
woman, who is beyond a viper and fire itself. Such a 
f bane are we to men. 

Chok. Truly the son of Maia and Jove was the beginner 

if great woes, when lie came to the Idosan wood, escorting the 

feir-yoked car of the three Goddesses, armed for the hateful 

I contest of beauty, to the sheds of the herdsman, and to the 

I BoUtary cattle-tending youth, nnd the descried hearth of the 

house. But when they eamo to the foliaged grove, they laved 

their shining hodies in the streams of mountain rills, and como 

I to the son of I'riam, making coinpariaona between one anolUer 

I with overweening words of strife. Venus overcame him by 

L crafty words, pleasant indeed to hear, but [bringing] a bitter 

, confusion of life on the hapless city of the I'hiygians and the 

J towers of Troy. But would that she, who erst gave Paris 

I turth, had east over iicr head'' the bane, before he had dwelt 

1 on the Idasan height; when amid the prophetic laurels Cae- 

L Sandra cried out to slay him, the mighty bane of Priam's city. 

I To whom did she not go? "VV'honi of the old chie& of tlie 

I people did she not beseech lo slay the infant^ For nether 

1 would the yoke of slavery have come upon the Trojans, nor 

rould you, O lady, have had a dwelling in a tyrant's bouse. 

I jLnd it would have prevented the grievous toils of Greece, 

\ wliich for ten j'ears their youth wandering in spears endured ; 

I and the beds had not been left widowed, nor old nieik reft of 

} their children. 

Men. I am come, haviug caught thy son, whom, unknown to 
3q tliis Bupersillioii t£ ^aoli. Cbocpli. tw, Viif. F--:i- viii. 10-2. 
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my daughter, thou didst privily send away to other dwellinjfB.^ 
For thuu didst trust that this- iini^c of the Goddess would 
preserve thcc, and that tboBO who coucealed him [would pre- 
serve] this [boyj; but thou art found less wise thiin this man 
Menelaua, O woman. And ualess you quit and desert this 
place, be shall be slain instead of thy body. Con^der this, 
ihcD, whether you wish to die, or him to perish for your fitidt, 
in which you liave erred against me and my daughter. 

Andh. O reputation, reputation, how in pride bast thou 
greatly swollen up their life to innumerable mortals, who were 
nothing! But bappy I deem those to whom there is glory 
from truth; but I will bold tbat they [who havej renown 
tnlsely, have it not,'^ except that they Bcem to be wise through 
chance. Didst thou, being a general over the picked men of 
the Greeks, once on a time deprive Priam of Troy, being so 
tncim as thou art? who, fi-om tlie words of thy daughter, a 
mere child, hast breathed ibrth thus violently, and hast come 
to a content with a hapless female slave. I no longer deem 
thee worthy of Troy, nor Troy of thee. Tbey who seem to 
be wise haTe outwardly a splendor; but inwardly are tlie 
equals of all men, unless ind^d [they excel] aught in wealth ; 
but this has a mighty power. Come, then, Menelaiis, let 
us go through our reasons. Suppose I am dead as regards 
your daughter, and she has destroyed me ; you can not escape 
the stain of a foul murder. But among the people thou too 
wilt have to plead to this murder ; for the being an accom- 
plice will force you [to pay] the debt.'^ But if I indeed 
escape from dying, will ye slay my child ? And how then 
will the father endure the death of his son f Troy culls him 
not so qnmanly, but he will go the way that behooves him," 
for he will be seen doing deeds worthy of Peleus, and of his 
father Achilles, And he will drive thy daughter from his 
house; and when thou heslowest her on another, what wilt 
thou aay t That her modesty fl ies from a bad husband ? But 
it will be & he.'" And who will marry her? Or wilt thou 



^^^Copi 



Hatthim observoii tliat Ihe plena locaiio v/naldha Toi«: fiiri ^etiiluv 

" UbiIb tni, qnem praistas, ciedi Boeiaa innnus couf^rendu, coget ta 
diearimon boo, inaidiam hanc, adire." Reihke. 
" i. c. ha will eat aboMt avenging hjni. 
" iM" tfrvatrai is the proper rending. Sco Dind. 
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keep her at Ijome, an uuwc^lded, whitG-h aired widow t 
unhappy man, do^C tliou not perceive the influx of so gi'eat 
evilsl And liow riany marringea would you prefer that your 
daughter should experience, to her iiyury, leather than eufibr 
whut I say?'^ It is not right to bring on great evils for 
.small advantage, nor, if we women are a baieful ill, for men 
to resemble women in their nature. For we, if we drug thy 
daughter, and moke her womb abortive, as she says, willing- 
ly, not unwillingly, nor fulling at the altars, we will ourselves 
submit to trial at the hands of thy son-in-law, to whom I owe 
no less satisfaction for guilt, by causing him childtesaieBS. 
fciudi then arc wo; but one thing in thy'" mind 1 dread. 
Through strifo about a woman thon also didst destroy the 
wretched city of the Phrygians, 

CiiOR. To much hiiBt thou spoken as a woman to men, and 
the moderation of thy mind has overshot the mark.^' 

Mkk. TheBC are trifling matters, woman, and, as you say, 
not worthy of my empire, nor ol' Greece. But know this 
well; that, of which one chances to have need, is to each of 
greater importance than to take Troy. And I, for I account 
this a great matter, stand forth an ally to my daughter against 
being robbed of her marriage right. For the other thin^ 
which a woman may sutler are secondary ; hut failing in her 
husband, she fails in her life. And it is right that he^' should 
have power over my slaves, and me and mine over his also ; 
for among friends who are truly friends, there is nothing pri- 
vate, but goods are common. But waiting for those who are 
absent, if I do not arrange my affairs in the best manner pos- 
sible, I am a silly man, and not wise, liut do tliou riso up 
from this shrine of the Goddess, that, if thou diest, this boy 
may escape his fate; but if thou art unwilling to die, I will 
elay Lim. And now there is a necessity for one of you two ' 
to leave life. 

Andr. All mc I A bitter allotment and choice of life thou 
givest me, and 1 both choosing am wretched, and not choos- 

1 " Andromache lays a" amiiain,u; ntreus on llio desire of Manelnos to 
I gat rid of Ilia daiiglitci', "Any lliing for a quiet life," ia ths sum total 
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ing, nm unhiippy. C ihou that Oocat g]'i:iil tilings for n ^mnll 
cause, bo pei'sundod. Wliy slayest thou inc 1 On ■what ac- 
count? Wbat city have I betrayed? What child of ihine 
have I slain 1 And wliat house have I burned 1 I hare been 
perforce the bed-companion of maatcrs ; and then thou wilt 
slay me, not him, the causer of these things ; but, letting 
ulone the beginning [of the evil], thou art liurried on to that 
which is the last end, Alas for these ills! O my unhappy 
country! How do I sufier dreadful things! "Why then did 
it behoove me to bear children, and to impose a double burden 
upon thia burden ? But wherefore do 1 mourn these things, 
but do not weep for-^ and consider my present ills 1 I indeed 
who havo seen the slaughter of Hector, dragged piteously by 
the chariot-wheel, and Troy in Hames ; and I myself have 
gone as a slave to the ships of the Greeks, dragged by my 
hair; and when I came to Ththia, I am wedded to the nur- 
derer of Hector.^ Why then is it sweet for me to livel To 
what must I look ? to my present or past fortimca ? This one 
boy was alone Icli, to me, the eye of life ; him they arc about 
to kill, to whom this act seems good. Itut they shall not do 
eo for the sake of my wretched life ; for in him indeed there 
is hope, if ha bo preserved ; but disgrace for mc not to die for 
my child, tine, I quit the altar, and am in your hands, to 
slay, to kill, to bind, to hang up ray neck.^° O child, I, thy 
mother, wend my way to Hades, that thou mayest not die; 
but if thou shall secretly Hee the fule of thy mother, l>cur mind 
what I endured, [and liow] 1 perished. And to thy futlier, 
kissing him, and shedding teori*, and twining Iliyself around 
his hands, tell how I acted. Truly to all mankind their chil- 
dren is their life ; but whoever is uncxporicnced [in ehildren|p^ 
and blames me [for this sentiment], feels less pain indeed, but 
liappy is thougji hapless. 

CnoR. Thee do I pity, hearing; for unhappiness is piteous 
to all mortals, even if one he n stranger. But, Menelaus, it 

" This ia Bnrnea' and Mntthiie's cxplanmirm of l^tK/iul;u, but I)iu- 
dort condemns the rtodiiig bb spurious. See Ids note. 

" i. e. to Nooptolemus, tlla son of Acliillei, who siew Hector. 

" This nceuDiiilnt^Dn of infiaitivca ia commDn in Buch pasBnge?, es- 
peeinlly in Euripides. rcrhapeAriBtopbanesbiirleequca it i>i Kub. 440, 
tovtI to y l/ibr eup' airoiaiv napE;t" TiiTTrii; rreivyv, iiijrf/v, 'Aix/iiit 
fiiyCp, ^xiv daipciv, 'Eiirep ri xfia Sta^tvioi/iat. 

■' So Slifllf speara : "ho spanks to ma, who never lind a ion." 
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behooves thcc to bring thy daughter nnd this woman to nn 
agi*eeinent, thut Bhu may be relensed fnim troubles. 

Mes. Seize mo this woman here, yo servants, throwing your 
hands around her ; for she will hear no friendly words. I did 
indeed, tbat thou migbtest quit tha holy altar of the Goddess, 
bold out the death of the boy, with which I induced thee to 
come into my hands to be deatroyed. And know that, as re- 
gards thyself, thus mattei's stand ; but as regards this boy, my 
daughter shall decide, whether she will destroy or will not de- 
stroy him. But go thou into this house, that, being a bom 
alave, thou mayesl learn no longer to insult the free. 

Andu. Alas! thou hast come over mc by a trick. I have 
been deceived. 

Men. To all proclaim it; for I do not deny it. 

Andk. Are these things deemed clever by those near the 
Eiirotas t 

Men. Ay, and by those at Troy, that the sufferers should 
do in turn.^' 

Andk. But dost thou think tbo Gods are no Gods, and liavo 
no care of justice T^s 

Men. When this comes to pass, we will bear [the oonae- 
quenccsj. But t!iee I will slay, 

Andr. And wilt thou too [slayj this youngling, dragging 
him from beneath the wing^ 

Men. Not so ; but I wiil give liim to my daughter to slay, 
if she wish. 

Andr. Ah me! How shall I groan for thee, O child 1 

Men. Certainly no conlidont hope awaits liim.^" 

Andii. O ye inhabitants of Sparta, most hated of mortals 
among all men, crafty in counsel, king of liars, concocters of 
evil plols, crooked, and tlimking nothing soundly, but all 
tilings tortuously,^'' unjustly are ye prosperous in Greece. 
And what [evil] is there not in you 1 Arc there not abundant 
murders? Are ye not given to base gain ? Are ye not de- 
tected speaking ever one thing with the tongue, but thinking 

" C£ -Each. Choeph. 313, ifidaavri TraBelv, witU tlie notaa. 

" iUti here denotes tlie power both of taking cc^izanie of and of 
pnniahing offenses. 

" i. e. the chances of his escapa nre am&lL 

" On this charge of perfidy ngainat the Lncedieinoniana, compnre 
I.Aristopli. AcIl 308, oleitf oire ^u/tic ovTe iriorif otff dfiKoi fiivci. Sea 
■ Barnes' note. 
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another? A mumiin seize you! Kut to me Jeatli is Bot so 
piiinfui as it sceras to you. Por those lliinga tli^ti-oyed Die, 
when the hapless city of the Trojans was laid waste, and ray 
renowned hnsband, who ofttimca with his spear rendered tLee 
the coward, a sailor instead of a land [soldier J.^' But now ap- 
pearing as a terrible soldier against a woman, thou slayesC mo. 
Slay me then, for I will leave thee and thy daughter unflat- 
tered by my tongue. For you indeed are great in Sparta, 
but I in Troy. Hut if I &re ill, vaunt not in this ; for thou 
too mayest fare the same. 

Chok. Never will I commend the two-fold nuptials of mor- 
tale, nor children sprung from diflferciit mothen', a strife at 
home, and hostile grief. Let any husband be content with 
one bed, not shared by [another] man. For neither in stales 
arc two kingships better to bear than one, and [they are] a 
burden upon burden, and sedition for the citizens. Even the 
Muses are wont to make strife between two joint composei-s 
of a hymn.^" And when the swifl gales bear along vessels, 
the wisdom of two-fold minds at the helm aud a collectcil 
number of experienced men are weaker than a more common 
mind with self-possesrion.'*^ [Let there be] both in a house 
tind in a city, the power of one, when they wish to find wlmt 
is opportune. This the Lacedemonian [dangliter] of Mene- 
lauB has proved, for she has gone through fire against another 
wife, and she slays the hapless Trojan girl and her son through 
despiteful strife. Godless, lawless, graceless is the murder. 
Still, O revered one, shall a change [of fortune] come upon 
thee for tliese deeds. And truly I behold the wedded pair 
before the liouse, destined by vote to death. Miserable wo- 
man, and wretched thou too, O boy, who diest for thy moth- 
er's nuptials, being no accomplice, nor guilty against the 

" L e. droToyou in fliglit to t!io ships. Cf. Valck. on ITcroilot.. vi. 
32. referred tu by Pfliigk. 

" Ct Hesiod, tpy. 2S, «o! TrrijjSr irrut^ ipSovhi, Kal iSoifflc lioiJ^J, It 
mast \ie remembered thnt rciFardB were oftangirenfot-the composition 
of hymns and ptcans, whence mucli JeuIouBj at times arose. Compare 
the onecdota told of Diagnroa the Meliun in Snidas. See Fabric, on 
Sextos Empir. adv. Math. ix. g 5S, note s, a::d the similar etoiy ofYir- 
gil and Bathjllus, la Doiiatcs, vlt. Virg. 

" u tivaair, »cil. terL 'A ia tbc neuter [ilurn]. Understand rO aw- 
TiXpar^ t'.HU tfiEva ho^. VrLvus- 
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lEiiter Andkosiacu G (!Mrf her stiii, iu JiUeis.'j 

Anue. Behold" I, bound as to my goiy hands with fettflra, 
am HQTit below the earth. 

MoLosaua- Mother, mothei", and I under thy wing descend 
with thee. 

Andr. hoslilo sacrifice, O rulers of the land of Phthia. 

MoL. O father, come and assist those dear to ihce. 

Ajjdr. Thou wilt be then, dear one, around the breast, 
and with the corse of thy desid mother beneath the earth. 

MoL. Ah me 1 ah me! what shall I wretched do, and thon, 

mother? 

Men, Go beneath the earth, for truly ye are come from 
the towers of om- enemies. And die ye loo from a two-fold 
necesaity. Thee indeed my detennination destroys, but thy 
son, my daughter Hermiono. For truly it is great folly to 
spare enemies sprung from enemies,^* when it is in one's 
power to kill tlicm, and remove fear from houses. 

Andr. O husband, husband, thou son of Priam, would that 

1 possessed thy hand and spear of uUiiuicel 

Mot, Wretched me, what strain shall I find to turn aside 

Andr. Beseech thou, drawing nigh to thy master's kneefl, 
child. 

MoL. friend, friend, remit ray death. 

Andk. I bedew my pupils with tears, I wreteJicd am drip- 
pinf; away like a sunless drop from a steep rock, 

MoL, Alas for mo ! What remedy of my ills can I find i 

Men. Wherefore dost thou fall down, beseeching with pray- 
ers me, who am as a rock or wave of the sea ? For I am ^o 
natural benefactor of mine own ; but I have no friendly feel- 
ing for thee ; since indeed, Laving wasted a great part of ray 
life, I captured Troy and thy mother, of whoso [deeds] thou 
bearing the fruits, shall descend to nether Hades. 

CiioR. And truly I perceive Peleus coming hither, direct- 
ing his aged foot in haste. 

Pel. I ask you,^^ and him who stands at the slaughter, 

" Nearly eqaivalont to the ApUr' i/i' u iroXirac of Sopli. A^tig. BCKL 
" A ranrginnl nnnototor in cud. rutean. aptly oompored : wijiriof Jlj 
iro7i'pa irrriiiof TToidof KartActirei. 

" Ct. jEbcIi. Sopi 0. Til. 189, ifia; IpUTti, Opi'fi/tat' ouK Svcaxtru. 
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whal is tbis ? now, and for wbat reason is the house troubled * I 
Whatai'eyou doing, planning thingawithoutn triul? OMen- J 
Glaus, bold! haetcn Dot without juEtice. Do thou lead c 
quickly ; for, as it seems, this is not a, matter of leisure for I 
me i" but I wish, if I ever did, to oblsuii Ibc strength of youth, f 
Firat, indeed, I will breathe upon tliis woman, as upon thai 
canva?, with prospering gale. Say, by what right do tbeaoV 
lead thee and thy child, having bouud thy bunds ; for tliou oit fl 
pprisiiing like some lamb,^ we and thy lord being absent. 

Andu. These are leading mo to die with my child, O aged 
man, as thou seeat; why need I tell thee? For I sent for theo 
not with tbo earneslness of a single message, but by innumer- 
able envoys. But thou, Z ween, hast heard of the strife within 
tlic house [proceeding] from this mau's daughter, and through 
which I perish. And now Ihcy lead me, having dragged mo 
from the altar of Thelia, who bore tJiy noble son to thee, and 
whom thou boldest in wondrous honor, neither having decided 
with justice, nor having waited for those absent from the 
house ; but knowing my desert state, and' that of my child, 
whom, in naught guilty, they are about to slny along with 
wretched rae. But I implore you, old man, falling belbrc thy 
knees, (for it is not possible^" for me to touch ihy beard witli 
my hand,) deliver me, by the Goda; for if not, we shaU 
perish, disgraceful for you old man, but miserably for me. 

I'Ki.. I bid you relax the claims, before some one suffer for J 
it, and to let go both her hands. 

Men. But I forbid it, I, another person not inferior to thy- 1 
self, and far more the lord over this woman.'" 

Pki.. How ? Shalt tbou regulate my house, having comtM 
liither'! Is it not enough for thee to rule over those in Sparta f 

Mek. I took her as a captive from Troy. 

Peu But my grandson took her as his reward. 

Men. Are not mine his, and his mine? 

Pel. Yea, to treat well, but not evilly, nor to stay them by I 
violence. 



" HOI must be eoilalrueJ with fiiyav, not wilU Imi 
" With vTrapvoc unileratnnd ok, as iivupprivoi; in 

CalUm&chiis in Apall. S3. Dindobf. 

" Becnaae she w«fl bound in fcttcPS. SclioL y fin 
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Mes. [Know] that thou phult never lead her away 
hand. 

Pei,. But with this sceptre I will mnke thy head bloody." 
Men. Touch me then, that you may know [your man], and 
draw nigli to me.'- 

Pei.. WAat ! wilt thou [etriTe] witli men, O thou the basest, 
I and [sprang] from the base? What share haat tbou of any ac- 
I count among laen H Thou wlio by a I'Lrygian man wast do- 
I prived of thy wife, leaving the home of thine hearth unlocked, 
I without slaves, as if foi'sooth thou hadst a chaste wife in your 
, dwelling, [when she was] the vilest of all. Nor if one of the 
Spartan girls wished to he chaste, could she be ; they who quit 
their dwellings, and in company with youths with naked 
thighs and loose robes, practice a common race and exercises, 
not to be endured by me. And mu.st one theu marvel, if ye 
do not train up modest women '!'^ You ought to inquire this 
of Helen; who, desertingtho power that presides over friends," 
went rioting from thy house to another laud, with a young 
man. And then, having assembled such a crowd of Greeks, 
thou didst lead them against Troy fur the sake of her, whom 
it behooved thee, finding her bad, to abhor, and not stir a 
1 epcar, but to suffer her to rennaln there, and to give a sum for 
f not taking her back again into thy honsc. But it was not 
[ in this direction thou didst waft tliy mind; but thou hfist 
destroyed many a gallant heart, and host made old women 
destitute of children in Iheir houses, and deprived hoary fa- 
-. thers of their noble offspring. Of whom I wretched am one; 
and I look upon thee, the cause of Achilles' death, as some 
evil genius. Who alone earnest from Troy not oven wound- 
ed, and carried thither and back again in the same state tliy 
. beautiful arms in their beautiful cases. And I indeed ad- 
r vised [my son] when marrying, neither to join alliance willi 
j thee, nor to receive into his house the foal of a bad woman ; 
for they are wont to caiTy into public the reproach of the 
! mother. Wherefore be ye mindful of this, O suitors, to take 

I *' Nearly llie same worja occur Iph. Aul. 81 1. 

I *' Not bndiy trunalntad by Provfit: "Toi, Iflclie, te mesurcr nveo lin 

I- lammel Kli, mfritea tu done £tre pompte parriii Ice humnieEir' 

L " Respucting this Wiavior of tlio Spartan wuuien, see Barnea' note 

I Cf. Plato de Leeg. tiE. p. 634, B.C. ed, Ltcm. 

F *' MuBgrnva Ima oatablialiud this interprel-alion with considcritblo 

I loaming. On sucli titles see HCTPiat. on Lutian, Tlmon, eab init. 
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[to wife] the daughter of a virtuoitB mother. Besides, of what 
insolence wast thou guilty toward thy brother, bidding him 
to sacriiice most foolishly his daughter ! So fearful wert thou 
lest thou shouldst not have thy had wife. But having taken 
Troy (for thither will I proceed with thee,) thou didat not slay 
the woman, when thou hodst her in thy hands, butwhen tliou 
didstlookuponherbreastjcaatingnway thy Bword,'^ thou didat. J 
receive her kisses, fondling the dog that had betrayed thee, be- 1 
ing, O thou moat vile one, the slave of Venus. And then 
ing into the house of my child, when he is absent, thou doaVl 
ravage it, and dishonorably slay liia unhappy wife and childrl 
■who, though he were thrice spurious by birth, shall make tliea, ■ 
and thy daughter rue thy conduct. But often indeed does the [ 
dry land surpass iJie deep loam, and many illegitimate sons 
are better titan genuine. But do thou take away thy child. 
It is better for mortals to possess a poor, but honest relative, 
than a base rich one. But thou art naught- 

Chor. From a small beginning the tongue furnishes a 
mighty dispute to men ; but the "wiso among mortals are on 
their guard against this — not to pick quarrels with their 
friends. 

Men. Why then should you say that old men, and those who 
once seemed to ba clever among the Greeks, are wisc^ When 
thou, being I'olous, and sprung from a renowned sire • • • • 
having joined alliance, dost speak words disgraceful to thy- 
self, and reproachful to us, on account of a barbarian woman ; 
whom it behooved tliee to drive the way'^ beyond the streams 
of the Nile, and beyond Piiasis, and to cshort me always [to 
treat her thus], being indeed from the continent [of Asia], 
where*'' very many of Greeks have fallen corses by the spear, 
and being a partner in the blood of thy son. For Paris, who 
slew thy son Achilles, was the brother of Hector, and this 
woman is the wife of Hector. Anil thou cnterest the same 
house with her forsooth, and thinkcst fit to have thy life at 
the same table, and allowest her to bring forth most hateful 
children in the house. On which account,'* oh" 

*' Cf. Arietopli. I.ys. 155, who refers, to tiiia pasBngi 
" With T7/JP uniierstanJ oiiv. SciU Dinjurf. 

•= MnHhiEe, however, thinks tliat tlio iika of Lbc 
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ing, through foresight for thee and me, to slay this woman, 
have her snatched from my hands. Yet come, (for it is not 
J to enter upon reasons,) if my daughter indeed do not 
bring fortli, but ehildreii spring from this woman, wilt thou 
set them as rulers over the land of Fhthia ; and sliall they, be- 
ing Imrbarian by race, hear sway over Greeks'? Am I not 
then wise, in hating what is not justi And is there wisdom 
11 thee ? And now consider this too. If you had given your 
daughter to any one of tlie citizens, and she had sutfered such 
treatment, would jou have sat in silence'? I think not. But 
dost thou, for the sake of a stranger woman, thus bawl at thy 
near relations! And yet hotJi a man and woman have equal 
power, when she is injured by a husband ; and in hke manner 
a husband, who has a wanton wife in his house. And the one 
indeed possesses great power in his hands, but the other has 
her atKiirs in the hands of her parents and friends. Is it not 
then right for me to assist those belonging to me? Old, old 
art thou. But by speaking of my generalship, you aid niy 
cause more tlinn by keeping silence. And Helen suffered woe"* 
not willingly, but through the Gods ; and this most greatly ben- 
efited Greece; for being ignorant of arms and battle, they 
niarched on to deeds of valor. But intercourse is the teacher 
of all things to mortals. Bu t if, coming in view of my wife, I 
abstained from killing her, I acted with moderation. And I 
could wish that thou hast not slain Phocus.^ In these words 
I have addressed thee, with good intent, not for the sake of 
wrath. But if thou art awift to anger, to thee indeed there is 
a greater harshness of speech, but to me prudence ia a gain. 

Chor. Cease now, for this is far better than vain words, 
lest ye two err together. 

Pel, Ah me! how evil is the custom in Greece! When 
an army has erected trophies over the enemy, they do not 
consider this the work of the toiling soldiers, but the general 
reaps the renown ; who hrandisliing the spear, one amid ten 
thousand others, and doing no more than one, has greater 
glory. And sitting stately in office in the city, they havp, 
although nobodies, mure lofty thoughts than the people ; but 
these [the people] are ten thoue^ind times wiser than those, if 

' MeaplauH Jelicately glo^eoa oter her crime, nniJ speaks only of its 



fO&-~W.} ANDBOHACBE. 145 

daring anJ counsel were theirs at tlic eame time. Thus you 
and your brolticr, puffed up with pride, sate at Troy, and in 
the generalship there, raised up by the toils and labors of oth- 
ers. But Z will teach you never to consider Idiean Paris less 
an Enemy than Peleus, unless jou take yourself off from this 
bouse as quickly as possible, and thy childless daughter, whom 
the son sprung I'i'om me shall drag through thia house, seiz- 
ing her by the Lair ; she who, being a barren heifer, will not 
endure others hearing children, hei'self having none. But if 
her state is unhappy in respect of children, does it behoove ua 
to be destitute of children? Get ye away from this woman, 
ye servants, that I may learn whether any one will hinder me 
from unbinding her hands. liaise thyself up ; since I, although 
trembling, will unloose the twisted coils of ihongs. Hast thou, 
most hose one, injured thus tha hands of this woman? Didat 
thou fancy thou wcrt binding 'with cords a bull or lion t Or 
■'""Hi^t thou fear lest, taking a sword, she might defend herself 
against thee? Come hither under my arm, O child; relax 
Ihy mother's fettere. In Phthia I will train thee up, a pow- 
erful enemy to these. But if the glory of the spear and the 
contest of war were wanting to the 8partaii!(^ know that in 
other respects ye are no better than any one. 

CnoR. The race of old men is by nature free to act, and not 
easily guarded Bgtwnsl, through its quickness of temper. 

Men. Tiiou art borne along loo prone to reviling But I, 
coming to Phlhio, will neither do nor suffer any thing mean 
Ihrougli viuleuee. And now indeed, for I have not abundant 
leisure, I will go home; for there is a certwn city not far from 
Sparta, which before this indeed was friendly, but now acting 
with hostility. Against this I therefore wish to go out, lead- 
ing an army, so as to bring it under my hand. But when I 
shall have settled matters there according to my desire, I will 
come, and in the presence of my son-in-law I present will 
tL<a<:h, and in turn be taught reason. And if he (Neoptolemui^) 
shall punish this woman, and hereaflw act with moderation 
toward us, he shall receive moderate treatment in turu. But 
f if he be wrathful, he shall meet with the wrathful, and shall 
f -receive deeds in return for deeds. But I bear thy words casi- 
t fy ; for thou hast a voice like as a shadow, being incapable ol' 
I'Baght except only to talk. 

Pel. Lead on hither, child, standing under ray arms ; and 
Vol. II.— G 
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thou too, wretched one, for, Laving encountered a violent 
, tempest, thou hast come into a tr^mquil port. 

Andr. O may the Goda give good gifts to tliee, old man, 
and thine, for having saved aty child and hapless me. But 
now,^' lest these, crouching down in a deserteil place on 
I the way, hurry me off by force, pcrceising tliat thou indeed 
I art aged, and me weak, and thia child im infiint. Consider 
I this, lest, escaping now, we be taken afterwnrd. 

Pei- Thou ehalt not bring forward the timid words of wo- 
men. Go on ; who will touch you ? Ho will touch you to 
ItiB cost if he does. For in behalf of the Gods, we have a com- 
mand over horse troops, and many heavy-armed soldiers in 
Fhthia. And I am still erect, and not an old man, as you 
tliinli ; but looking in the face of such a man as this alone, 1, 
though an old man, will erect a trophy over him. For an old 
man, if he be valiant, is better than many youths. What 
profits it, being u coward, to have a good body ? 

CiiOR' Might I either not be bom, or might I be bom from 

good parents, and a partaker in wealthy houses ; for if one 

e to suffer any thing difficult, there is no lack of defense to 

I the well-born. But from those who are bruited as coming 

t from good families, tirao never takes away honor and renown, 

I the remnants of good men, but virtue shines even among the 

I- dead. But it is better to have a victory free from ill repute, 

I diau to overthrow justice with envy and might. For this is 

on tlic instant pleasant for mortals, but in time it withers, and 

is among the disgraces of the house. This life I commend, 

thia also I pursue, that no power apart from justice prevail in 

I the chambers or in the city. O aged son of .fliacus, I am per- 

I suaded that thou wast present ivith the Lapithie^^ at the re- 

I nowned war against the Centaurs, and didst also pass in the 

I ship Argo the humid Euxine through the marine fiymple- 

'es,'^ in glorious navigation ; and, when of erst the re- 

I nowned son of Jove surrounded the city of Troy^' with 

slaughter, that thou didst gain a common glory, and return 

I to Europe. 

' I read vSv for I'^i'. witli Taur. Gil. Aid. 

' Peleiis IB plsoeil among the Argonauts by Apollou. Rhod. i. SI, 
I Bygin. Fub. 11, ti^etlier with Iiis brother Telamon. According la tha 
p latter, the death of Fhocua wnn the caitee of their lesTlng home. 

■' Cf. Med. 3: and Apoll. Rhod. i. 2. 

"■ See Boeckb, Explic. Find. p. 182. 
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[^Enter a Nurse.] 
NtiRSE. O dearest women, how evil succeeding evil is sent 
as a gift on tliis day. For mj mistress in the liouse, I raeon 
llermione, both being left alono by her father and with tho 
consciousness too of what a deed she has done, in baving laid 
a plan to Ifitl Andromache and her sod, wishes to die, dread- 
ing her husband, lest, on account of lier deeds, she be sent 
di^racefully ft-om this house, or die, having sought to Blay 
those whom she ought not to slay. And with difficulty do the 
servants, keeping wutch, restrain her, wisiiing to suspend her 
neck, and they snatch Irom her right hand the sword, taking it 
away. So greatly does she grieve, and h.ts perceived that what 
she has before done was not right. I indeed, then, friends, 
am toiling in restraining my mistress from hanging ; but do 
you, going within this liouse, release her from deatii; for new 
friends coming are more persuasive than accustomed ones. 
I Ghor. And truly we hear within the bouse the cries of the 
I fiervants concerning the things which thou hast come hither 
to tell. But tho wretched woman seems on the point of show- 
ing how much she grieves, liaving done dreadful things. For 
she is coming out irom the bouse, deeing fiom the hands of 
her attendants, through a desire of death 

IIerh. Ah mo! ah me! I will make te inng of my hair, 
and hostile lacerations witli my nails 

Nurse. My child, what are tliou domg ' w ilt tliou mallrent 
thy person 1 

liERx. Alus ! alas ! go to tlic j.u , from m) locks, thou slen- 
f ' iter veil. 

NtmsE. Child, cover thy bosom, bind together thy robes." 
Herm. Why must I cover my bosom with robes? I have 
I done against my husband deeds evident, and apparent, and 
[ onconcealed- 

NuRSE. Dost tliou grieve nt having devised death against 
[ thy fellow-wife? 

Heem. I mourn indeed the hostile daring I have attempt- 
I ed, I cursed, ah ! cursed among mankind. 

NuBSE, Thy husband will pardon thee this offense. 
Herm. Wherefore didst thou snatch the sword out of my 
Give it back, O friend, give it back, that I may in- 
" I prefer TTfVP.mf, witli Yh-r. A, 
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riglit],^'' if I were to let you 

that you would die. 
Ffierc for me is the friendly 

1 I be raised to r precipice 
* the mountain wood, that dying, I 



[ flict a stab liglil throu||li. Wherefore do yc keep me from 
I halters T 

NuKSE. But [it would r 
f loose, not being in your sei 

Herm. Alaa for my fat 
I flame of fire! And wher 
\ either near the 
I may be a care to the dead? 

NuKHE. Wliy doBt thou labor thus? calamities sent by the 
I Godt come to all mortals or now or then. 

IIebm. Thou hast left, thou hast left me,-" father, on llie 
liore, as one alone and deserted by the marine onr. He will 
I destroy, he will destroy nie.^'' No longer will I dwell in thb 
of my husband. As suppliant to whoee image shall I 
1 rusiit or slave-like shall I embrace the knees of a slave t^" 
L [From the Phthlau landj'*" ivould that I were a blue-winged 
I bird, or that pitched bark, which, the first ship that sailed, 
I passed between the Cyanean chores. 

I NuKSE. O daughter, I did commend neilher the exceps of 
i thy conduct, when thou didst offend against the Trojan vfo- 
lor do I now the fear whieh thou too greatly fearest, 
I Thy husband will not thus reject thy alhanee, persuaded by 
I the paltry words of a barbarian woman. For he has not thee 
I a captive from Troy, but the daughter of a good man, re- 
[ ceiving thee with many dower gifts, and Scoia a city not mod- 
I erately blest. And thy father will not thus, as thou fearest, 
I child, desert thee and let thee be east out from this house. 
I But go within, and do not appear before this dwclbng, lesl, 
child, thon incur any reproach, being seen in front of this 
! house. 

Chor. And truly with haste of steps wends his way to us 
L this foreign guest, in a strange garb. 

J Orestes. Ye strange women, is this the house and royal 
[ roof of the son of Achilles? 

Chor. Thou knowest [rightly] ; but who art thou that ask- 
lt this? 

or this ellipse DinSorf compares Pliipn. 1C84, oA3' ei ya/iu!/!^, ei 

, oivai' id a typf^rnpliicnl error for /uivmV, Cf. Pmnert "Qanlii 
^Bseajaoirit cedente carina, Lanjjiiida deaertJ- ri""-i- i.t«-iv 
^ (hjWj jTomf isuelossin soma oftheS""' 
~ ' B, sapplioiita AndromncbB for mercy. 
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of Agamemnon tvnd Clytai'nineslrii, by 
going to the oracles of Jovo at Dii- 



Ok. [r nm] ll> 
name Orestes ; n. 

donn. But when I arrived at Phthiu, it seemed good to mo 
to Icnrn concerning k woman related to me, whether Ilcrmiono 
of Spartu ia alive and faring well. For although she inhabits 
a country far distant fi'om ur, she is nevertheless dear. 

Heiim. O thou that hiist appeared as a port in a Htarm to 
sailors, thou son of Agamentnon, by these thy knees, I beseech 
ihce, pity us, whose fortunes thou beholdest faring not well. 
And to thy knees I apply mine arms, not less [to be respected] 
than garlands, 

Os. Ah ! wliat is this 1 Am I deceived, or do I distinctly 
sec the daughter of Menelaus, queen of the huiixcl 

Hekm. Ay, her whom Helen, tlic daughter of Tyndarus, 
brou^t forth in her father's house. Be not ignorant. 

Or. O healing Phoebus, mayest thou gnint a release from 
troubles. What is it ? Art thou suffering ills from Gods or 

HEOir. Some from myself, »)ine from the husband who pos- 
sessea me, and others from some one of the Gods. But on all 
sides we are undone. 

Or. What calamity, then, can befall a woman, save in i**:- 
epect to her nuptial bed, children not being yet bom? 

Hkkm. In this very thing I suffer. Well host thou drawn 

Oh. Does thy husband love some other wife instead of thee T 

Heem. Tlie captive, who once was Hector's wife. 

On. Thou tellcst of an evil thing, that an husband has two 

Hebm. Such are these matters. And then I fain would 
dolend myself. 

Or. What, hast thou plotted against a wife such things a 
a wife is wontt 

Herh. Ay, death agwnst her and her spurious son. 

Ob. And didst thou slay her * or what circumstance pr&- ■ 
vented thee ! 

Hkrm. The old man Peleus, reverencing the w 

Or. But hadst thou any accomplice in this deed ? 

Heku. Ay, my father, coming from Sparta for this veiy 
purpose. 

Oh. And was he then worsteJ by the hand of an olr" man t 




H50 



ANDROMACnr. 



1(118— 95L 



IIehm. Ay, through respect [toward, him], !in<l he is gone, 
kliaving Inft me desolate. 

Oi{. I understand. Thou fearest thy husband bocaQS« of 
1 what you have done. 

Hersi. Thou hast well guessed it. For with justice he will 
P destroy me; what need I Hay it? ]iut I beseech thee, invok- 
I ing Jove, who regards relationship, send nno as far away as 
I possible from this land, or to my ancestral home ; for these 
Ijjouaes seem as though they had a voiee,''' to drivo me away, 
|[i|m<l the land of Fhthia loathes me. And if my husband, Icav- 

g the oracle of Phccbus, shall come homo before [1 get away], 
11 slay me for deeds most base, or I ehall be a slave to a 
[concubine, over wliom I before lorded it. 

Ok. Kut how, as one may eay it, hnst thou thus erred? 

Herm. The appi-oach oi' bad women has undone me -,'^'-^ 
I who puffed me up, talking these words : Wilt thou endure a 
tt base captive ia the house as the partner of thy bed t By 
W fhe queen [Juno],'^^ she should not in my house have enjoyed 
1 my husband, beholding the light of day. And J, hearing these 
[' (liBCourses of the Sirens, clevei', wicked, artful talkers, was 
I vainly puffed up with folly. For why need I keep a watch 
k upon my husband, when I had nil I wanted; much wealth; 
1 and I was ruler in my palace ; and I indeed might have borne 
^l^timate children ; but she illegitimate ones, half slaves to 
But never, never, {for I will not say it once only,) is 
Wit proper for those who have their wits, and a wife, to allow 
1 women to visit the wife in their house; for they are the 
F teachers of e\-il deeds. For one indeed, gaining something by 
i it, corrupts the wife ; but another, having sinned, wishes her 
} to sin with herself,^' nnd manj^ [do this] through a violence of 
I feelings ; aud hence the houses of men ai-e troubled. Wherefore 



\ TiiUu 



' Cf. JEich. Ag, Si. I 
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" Amusingly parodied by tlio emperor Hadrian: iroT^Xuv larpua 

' ITone of tho commentators appear to have noticed Ibo referenco 
|o Juno, Diann, or Yenna, aa guardian of thn conjngal bed. ("Genialti 
'TiLucino, CQBtos." Sen.ec Med. 1.) 

•* Compare the candid oonfession of Lady Snoarwell: "Wonnded 
taywl^ in tbe early part of life, by the envenomed tongue of aUnder.I 
QUnresB I have Bineo known no pleaeure equal to Iho reducing others W 
",e level of my own rapatation." School for Scandal, i, 1. 
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keep fast the gates of your houses willi bolls ami bwa; forvi 
its of women from without do no good, but rather many evile. 

CiiOR. Greatly hast thou let loose thy tongue ngninRt thine 
own sex. This may be forgiven thee; but still it is fit lor 
women to <lress out women's natures- '^^ 

Or. It was the wise advice of him who taught mortals to 
iiear the words of opposite aides.' ° For I, knowing the con- 
fusion in this house, and the strife between thee and the wife 
of Hector, have remained keeping watch, whether thou wilt 
remain here, or, terrified through di-ead of a captive woman, 
wish to be removed from this house. But I have come, not 
in respect to thy lettera, but in order that, if thou gavest an 
opportunity of converse, as thou dost give, I might send thee 
away from this house. For being mine, before thou dwellest 
with this man through thy falljer'a evil conduct, who, betbre 
that he invaded the boundaiies of Troy, having bestowed thee 
on me aa wife, afterward promiaed thee to him that now pos- 
sesses thee, if lie would sack the Ti-ojan city. But when the 
son of Achilles returned hither, I forgave thy sire indeed; 
but I besought him" to yield up thy nuptials, relating ray 
misfortunes and present fate, that from my relations indeed I 
might we<I, but not easily from without, being on exile from 
home by such a flight as I am. fleeing."^ But ho was inso- 
lent, aod scoffed at me i-eapecting the murder of my mother, 
and the blood-faced Goddesses- And I, rendered humble^^ by 
my misfortunes at home, giieved, ay, grieved indeed, hut en- 
dured my calamity, and unwillingly departed, deprived of thy 
nuptials. Now then, since thou hast a change of fortune, and, 

" I hoffever prefer vooouf, i. a. failiags- Seo Pfliigt'a note- 

•' Cf. Arifllopfi. Vesp. 726, J jtou au^ ^v, fif Tif l^oKe, irpiv liw u/t- 
^olv fiuBov (L/EDungf, Oit iu ilKunai^, qnuteil by DIudorE tjco X>cniU9tli. 
da Cur, § 1, respecting the similar oath of Jui'yincii. 

*' i. c. Neoptcilomus. 

' Via, after the death or hia mother ClytsmneBtra. Wkh tha 



;r Clytffimi 
of. Virg. j1 



mainder of the story as hero detailed, of. Virg. jEn. iii. 327, sqq. with 
Servina, aud the tatter on v& 'iOI. IlygimiB, fab. cxxiii,, agrees with 
Euripides, except in cnlliiig the eon of Andromatho AmphialnE, Tha 
Buperatitious dreed in which ei htayt'it were held unfit for intermarry- 
ing with, maybe seen from tlie treatment of the AlomaJonidHnt Athens. 
Ct Herodot, 1. 

" Sach was the bearing of Orcst&s during his wanderings, on which 
aiemy note on Mssb. Eum, p. 187. The conduct of Ncnptolemus waa 
■ groaa Tiolation of the aWitff due to a fugitive for blood- Cf- MuUer, 
Eumenidee, § 61. 
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I having fullcn into tliifl calamity, art at a Ims, I will lead Ihcc 

I from this house, and will give Ihee into llic handa of thy fa- 

I ther. For relationship is a serious tie; niid in troubles no- 

I tiling is better than a kindred friend. 

I Hbru. or iny nuptials indeed my father will have the carr, 

k ftnd it is not for me to decide on this. But as quickly as pos- 

I hLIo convey me from these dwellings, lest my husband anti- 

[ cipate me, advancing and coming to the house ; or Peleuj^, 

I learning that I have deserted the house of his son, pursue me 

I ,with chasings of his steeds. 

I On. Cheer up. Fear not the old man's hand, nor the son of 

[ Achilles, aa to the many'"' insults alie has offered me. For sueli 

[ n snitre of death, interwoven with meshes not to be moveil, 

r stands prepared for him at my hands, which 1 will not tell of 

I before; but when the deed is done, the Delphian roek^' shall 

[ know. Anil the slayer of a mother will leach him (if the plighl- 

[ ed oatlis of my spear-friends remain firm in the I^tliian land) 

I not to man'y any [person] vfho is mine by right. And bit- 

[ twiy willhe demand of king Phtebus'^^ justice for his father'? 

I death ; nor will change of opinion profit him, now paying the 

I penalty to the God. But through him, and through my ac- 

I cusations,''^ ho will evilly perish ; and will be mode aware of 

I my hatred. For the deity brings the fortunes of one's enemies 

I to an overthrow, nor allows tbem to have high thoughts. 

I CitOR. Phcebus, thou who once didst fortify the fuir- 

I walled liill at Troy, and tbou, O Neptune, who on thy 

I azure steeds dost charioteer over the ocean, on what account, 

I having given up to Mars, whose thoughts are on war, the hand 

I of the workman, dishonoring the instrument,"' did ye give 

I up wretched, wretched Troy ? But ye yoked many chariots 

I with beauteous steeds on the banks of Simois, and entered 

I on bloody contests of men, from whence no crowns accrued ; 

[ and the ruleis of Troy arc gone dead, nor does the flame on 

I the attars in Troy any longer shine to the Gods midst the 

■ '° oiT'is Lubeck'a emendatioD for Sp 

B " Su callcJ, from the lofty aitUAtioa of the city. Pflugk comparca 

^oph. (£d. T. 463, and fTonDiis, Dionye. 13, 132. 

W " Cr. vs. 61 Bcjq. 

m " iia^cli}.rite yiip ofrBv, ii; IttI jTopBi/mi roC vaoi li.^?.ii66Ta. SchoT- 

■ '^ I Join uTi/ioii TCKTOcvvas, with Mnttliiffi, who interprota it, " manxm 
■Am hmoralum, fued allinet td fahrtcam, i. e. nuUn opene in exstrucndia 

■ mcenibua positie ratione habila." 
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smoke of iiiociise. And Atridca hus pcrislitil through tho 
conlJivancMJ of his wife, and she in lurn hath reaped death 
for murder at the hands of Iter son. The oracular command 
of the God, of the God was directed against her, when the 
Bon of Agamemnon, setting out from Argos, having entered 
the innw recesses [of the house], became the murderer of his 
mother. O deity, O Flicebus, how am I to believe this * And 
many wives chanted their moans for unhappy children through 
the resounding streets of the Greeks, and led their houses for 
another husband. Not upon thee only, not upon thy friends, 
have sad griefs fallen. A disease, a diBeoao hath Greece en- 
dured; and a thunder-bolt, CRUsing Hades to drop with blood, 
has descended upon tho fruitful fields of the Phrygians. 

Peleus. Ye women of Plithia, signify to me inquiring, 
(for I heard an obscure story,) that the daughter of Meuelans 
had gone, leaving this dwelling. But I am come, being anx- 
ious to know whether this is true ; for it behooves those who 
are at home to look after the fortunes of those absent. 

Ciioit. Peleus, thou hast rightly heard; nor is it hocorahlo 
for me to conceal in what ills I aro ; for the queen has escaped 
in flight from this house. 

Pel. Meeting with what terror ? go through [the story] 
to me, 

Choh. Dreading her husband, lest he should east licr out 
of the house. 

Pei_ What, on account of her deadly plots against his sont 

CuoR. Yes, and through fear of tho captive woman. 

Fe[„ But has she lell the house in company with her father, 
or with whom 1 

CiiOR. The son of Agamemnon has gone, leading her away 
Irom the land. 

Pel. Fulfilling what hope ? wishing to marry her T 

Chor. Ay, and preparing death for thy son's son. 

Pel. Lying in wait, or coming face to face in battle t 

CnoR- In the sacred temple of Losias, together with the 
Delphia 

Pel. Alas ! this now is dreadful. Will not some one go 
aa quickly as possible to the Pythian dwelling, and tell otrr 
friends tliere the matters here, before the son of Achilles die 
at the hands of his enemies. 

G-2 
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lEiiUr a Messenger,] 

Mess. Alas 1 what misfortunes do I wretched come bcar- 
»g to thee, old man, and to mj master's friends. 

Pel- Alas! how my presaging souP^ expects something 1 

Mess. Thy grandson, aged Peleus, is no more, tliat thou 
layest leam this. Such blows of awords has he received 
n the DelpLions, and from the Mycenian stranger. 

CuoK. Ah! ah! what wilt tbou do, aged one? Do not 
r i&ll. Raise thyself up. 

Pel. I am naugbl, I ara undone. Gone is my voice, mid 
pne beneath mo are my liinbs- 

Mess. Hear what hjis bean done, if thou wouldst fiiin 
avcDge those dear, having raistsd up your frame. 

Pel. O fate, how liast tliou compassed unhappy me upon 
tlie lust boundary of old age! But how has the only son of 
my only son perialied? Say, for I wish to heai- what should 
not be heard. 

Mess. When we reached tho renowned soil of Plioebup, we 
did for three shining coui'sca of the sun fill our eyes with 
sight-seeing.'"' And tliia was certainly suspicious. The 
people who dwelt [within the precinct] of the God went to 
meetings and assemblies. Hat the son of Agamemnon, pass- 
ing through the city, spoke hostile words into the ears of 
■each : " Do ye oliserva this man, who treads the precinct of 
the God fraught with gold, the treasury of mortals, a second 
time here upon the same errand H3 he before came hither, 
seeking to sack the temple of Phoebtis V And from hence 
there went an e 1 sound ng report through the city, and the 
magistrates' can c n nu nbers into the council halls, and as 
many us had the sup nntendence of the treasures of the God 
appointed a at h n tl O oluran-girt abodes. But we, hav- 
ing as yet 1 med none ot these things, taking some pbecp, 
brought up n a Pa nas an grove, went and stood at the 
hearths, with the ^uest patrons and the Pythian seers. And 
n nanilei^ " 0, my presagiDg soul I" .^Each. Ters. 10, naxo- 

" 8ca exaotly answers to our phrase. "eight-BGeing." I need scnreely 
{mind the reader of the attractioDB tho temple at Delphi r — ' 
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some one spake these words ; " O youth, what shall n 
the God for thee? For eako of what art thou comef 
he replied : " I wish to render satisfaction to Fhcebus for my 
former error ; for I once on a time demiinded of Ijim to give 
a satisfaction for my father's blood. And hereupon llie speecli 
of Orestea appeared to prevail strongly, to the eifect that my 
master apoka falsely, being come with a base intent. And he 
goes within the dome of the temple, that, before consulting the 
oracle, he might make a prayer to Fhcebua; and be Imppened 
to be among the burning victims. But for him a sword-armed 
troop, shaded with boughs of laurel, was in waiting ; of whom 
tlic son of Orestes was cue, the contriver of tliis whole plan. 
And he indeed, standing in [their] sight, ofi'ers a prayer to 
the God ; but they, armed with sharp-whetted swonls, privily 
smite tho son of Achilles unarmed. And he retires back,''^ 
(for he was not yet wounded mortally,) and he drags himself 
away ; and having aaatched down the arms, which hung on 
pegs in the portico, he stood ciouc to the altar, a valiant war- 
rior to behold, and ho shouts to the sons of the Dclphians, 
asking tills question : " On what account do ye slay me, who 
am come upon a pious errand ? For what crime do I perisli f 
But of the ten thousand who stood nigh, not one uttered a 
word; but they pelted him with stones from their hands. 
And oppressed by a dense shower on all sides, he stretched 
forth Ilia arms, and guarded ofif Ihe attack, turning with his 
hand his shield hither and tluther. But he naught availed ; 
for togotiier many darts, arrows, javelins, and two-pointed 
weapons drawn [from their eases], and bull-transfixing knives, 
fell before hia feet. And thou mightest have seen a terrible 
dancing of thy son guarding himself against the missiles. But 
when they compassed him ai-ound in a circle, giving hira no 
breathing lime, he having deserted the sheep-receiving hearth 
of the altar, and leaping a Trojan leap'* with his feet, goes 
against them. And they, like pigeons beholding a hawk, 
turned their backs in flight. And many fell pell-mell, both 
with wounds, and [some trodden down] by each other in the 

" Literally, "to the fltern." IlESYcn. npi'/ii-r;. rd iKiau. It must bo 
r amembcred that Ore^ti^s w.is not present nt tim deatli of N^EOptoJemiiB, 
a only tlio pknncr of it Ree Mnltlii.i!. 
• An allusion to tha eelabrated leap liy wliitb AclillleBJiiniiicJ from 
lliip to the Trojan eliore. Schouast. 
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V outlets ; and an inauspicious clamor in the auspicious 
was echoed by the rocks- But like a calm my master 
id, radiant with eLining arms, before some one uttered a 
^ful, thrilling sound from the midst of the recesses, and ex- 
a the host, turning them to valor. Here the son of Aehil- 
j, smitten in the side with a shflrp-whetted sword by a 
nn man, who with many others destroyed him. But 
8 he fulls to the earth, who did not bring the sword? Who 
1 not throw and hurl a stonel And his whole body, of 
tauteous form, is wasted by savage wounds. And when ho 
B dead, lying near tlio altar, they cast him out of the in- 
But we, having snatched him up 
ft>With our hands as quickly ns possible, bring him for tbco to 
bewail and mourn with lamentations, old man, and to honor 
with a tomb in the earth. Thus has the king who gives 
oracles to others, who is the judge to all men of what is right, 
requited the son of Achilles, seeking to render satisfaction. 
And, like a bad man, he has remembered an ancient feud. 
How then can he be wise? 

Ciioii. And truly hither does the king, borne in a litter, 
draw nigli to his house from the Delphian land. Wretched 
the sufferer, and wretched thou also, old man, for thou re- 
ceivest the whelp of Achilles into thy house, not as thou 
wishest; and thyself too, having met with evil calamities, host 
fallen into one fate. 

Feu Alas for mc, what evil is this I behold, and reccivo 
into my dwelling with my hand. Alas for nicl Alas! O 
city of Thessaly, we are undone, we have perished. No longer 
is a race, no longer are children left to me in mine house. O 
wretched I on account of my sufferings. To what fiiend 
turning mine eyes, shall I receive delight? O beloved moutli, 
Rnd check, and hands, would that the deity had wrought thy 
t death beneath Troy,*" by the banks of Simois. 

CiiOK- Then would he, dying, have been honored as far as 
I these things permit,^' old man, and thy slate would thus have 
I been more fortunate. 

Pel. O marriage, marriage, which hast destroyed Ibis 

i.faouse and my city! Alas! alas! O son, would that my off- 

iring from thy bed of ill-omened name, in respect to my 

ind Tirg. .^n. i. 98 sqq. 

m pro lioc rcrum statu. HjimnM. 
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children*^ aiid liouse, Ijiid nevyi- brought dcslruction i 
thee, O child, lit the hiinds of tlermionc, but that elie i 
Eooncr perished hj the lightning's shaft; nor shouldst thi 
being a mortal, od account of deudly arrows aimed at thy si 
haye ever charged the God PUocljua with the blood of one 
Jove's descendants.*^ 

GnoR. Woe! woe! I will begin to liyinn my dead master 
with groana, uceording to the law of the dead. 

Pel. Woe ! woe ! And I, a wretched and unfortunate old 
man, weep in turn. 

CiiOR. For 'tis the fate of the deity ; a God lialli brought 
the calamity to pass. 

Pei- O friend, thou didst leave thy house dcperted, having 
bereaved the old man of children. 

CiioR. It behooved thee to die, to die, old niiin, before thy 
children. 

I'EL. Shall I not rend my hair? shall I not place upon my 
bead the destructive beating of my hand? O city, Phrchus 
has deprived me of both my sons. 

Cbob. O thou unhappy old man, who hast suffefed and 
seen ilb, what a life wilt thou have hereuOerl 

Pel. Childless, solitary, having no end of ills, I shall toil 
through troubles to the grave. 

CiioR. In vain did the Gods bless thee with nuptials. 

Pei- All things have fled far away from lofty boastings, 
and vanished. 

Cmor. Alone thou dwellest in a lonely house. 

Pel. Nor have I a city, a city. Let this sceptre perish on 
the ground; and thou, O danghter of Nereus, in tliy gloomy 
caves shalt see me falling in utter destruction on the earth. 

CnoB. Hal ha! What is this movement? What deity 
do I perceive? Ye danlsels, see, behold. Hither some God- 
dess, sailing along the white air, comes to the horse-pasturing 
fields ofPhthia. 
^B [TiiEna appears.'] 

^KTuens- O Peleus, I, Thetis, ou account of thy former nnp- 

^Kif* See Mallliie. 

■' iiaytviit it merolj the Homeric name applieil to kings. See 
Pflilgk. Tho ordtr la, /it/S' (u^tJtf) wors brl rofoamji foviy iraTjwIr 
ili'ii^t alfia Tu iiay. cl^ toiff. fl/i. el( (ftov. 
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tials [with nic], am come, leaving the dwellings of Nercus. 

I. And lirst iudecij, in tby present ills, I advise tliee not to bear 

I them too impatiently ; for I also, wbom it behooved to brinj; 

f forth children free from grief, have lost the son whom I bare 

[ to thee, the ewift-footed Achilles, the first man in Greece. 

I But for wbat purpose 1 have come, I will explain, and do thou 

' receive [my wurdsj. Bury indeed this dead son of Achilles, 

1 having goQc to the Pythian altar, a disgrace to the Delpbians, 

that tbe tomb may proclaim bis violent murder at the hands 

of Orestes.^' But the captive woman, I mean Andromache, 

' it behooves to dwell in the IVlolossian land, old man, being 

I united in nuptials to Helenus, and this hei' son, who alone is 

[ left of the descendants of .^^us. And it behooves one king 

1 af^r another, sprung from him, to pass over Molossia in prus- 

I perity ; for it is not fated that thy race and mine, old man, and 

that of Troy shall be thus ovelrthrown. For the Gods have a 

I care even of Troy, although it has fallen by will of I'allos, But 

I for thee, (that thou mayeat feel a thankfulness for my union 

I with thee), I, bom a Goddesa, and the child of a sire a GotI, 

' having freed thee from mortal ills, will make thee an immortal, 

I imperishable God. And then, in the house of Nereus, together 

with me a Goddess, thou a Gwl shalt hereafter dwell. Thence 

conveying thy foot dry from the sen, thou slialt behold Achilles, 

. a son most dear to thee and me, inliabiting an insular dwelling, 

near the white shore within the Euxine path. But wond thy 

' way to the divine-buUt city of Delphi, bearing this corse, and 

' having hid it in the earth, coming to the hollow recess of the 

I ancient Sepian rock, sit down, and wait, until I come, bring' 

I ing the choir of the fifly daughters of Nereus to fetch thee; 

r for thou must needs carry out what is ftited ; for these things 

BOera fit to Jove, But cease from yourgrief for the dead; for 

unto all men this vote is ratiliod by the Gods, to die is a debt. 

Pbu revered [GoddessJ, O noble wife, thou daughter of 

Nercus, hail! These thin^ thou doest worthy of thyself and 

the children sprung from theo. But I, O Goddess, will ceaso 

my grief at thy bidding; and, having buried this corse, I will 

I go to the recesses of Pelion, where I received thy beauteous 

body with my hands. Is it not then one's duty to marry from 

i the noble, and to give in marriage among the good, whoever 

I takes good counsel? and not to have a desire for a bod bed, 

" i. e, at hia iaeligntion, oa bofare absorved. 
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not even if one should carry oiF a wealthy dower to the house. 
For [thus], thou wouldst never fare ill at the hands of the 
Gods. 

CiiOR. There are many complexions of divine acts ; and the 
Grods bring many things to pass unexpectedly ; and things ex- 
pected have not been accomplished ; but God finds a way out 
of things not expected. Thus far has this matter turned out. 



SUPPLIANTS. 



PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

^THRA. 

CHORUS. 

THESEUS. 

ADRASTUS. 

HERALD. 

MESSENGER. 

IPHIS. 

CHILDREN. 

MINERVA. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



This play is one of tbe least dramatic of our author's, but by no means 
deficient in good passages. Theseus at first refused to buiy the bodies 
of the chieftains slain at Thebes, despite the entreaties of Adrastus. 
But, upon the arguments of his mother ^thra, he was induced to aid 
the Suppliants ; and, having routed Creon's army, he possessed himself 
of the corses, which he honorably interred. Evadne, the wife of Capa- 
neus, threw herself upon his funeral pile, and perished with him. 




O Ceres, hearth-guardian of this land of Eleusis, and ye 
niinisl«rs' who keep the temples of the Goddess, [I pray] that 
both Theseus my son may he fortunate, and the city of Athens, 
and the land of Pittheus, in whieh my father having nurtured 
me, JEthra, in a happy house, gives me to J^geuB, the son of 
Pandion, as wife, at the oracular eommand of Loxias.- For 
I have uttered these prayers, liaving looked upon these ngcd 
women, who, leiiving their dwelhngs in the Argive territory, 
have fallen at niy knees with the suppliant hongh, having 
suffered a dreadful calamity. For they are bereft of seven 
noble sons, who have fallen round the gates of Cadmus, whom 
once on a time Adrastus, king of the Argives, led, wishing to 
have a share of the inheritance of Qildipus, with the exile 
I'olynices, his son-in-law. But their mothers wish to hide in 
the earlli the eorses of the fallen. ISut those in power^ hin- 
der them, nor are they willing to grant the lifling-up, dis- 
honoring the laws of the Godsi. But Adrastus, having with 
them the common burden of a want for my assistance, Ucs 
rhere, bedewing his eyes with tears, bewailing both his spear, 
l^d the most ill-fated expedition which he sent from his house. 
And be urges me by prayers to persuade my son to become 
the bearer-off of the dead, and partner in the burial, either by 
words or the might of the spear; setting this only task upon 

' The prieafa nre mentioned, beennso it ■ 
e pmyerB aa the Biipplinnt ilii], in his n. 
Cf. Med. B74 Bqq. with the Scboliaat. 
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my son and Iho city of Athens. But, coming forth from my 
i dwelling, I cliaixH: to be ^aerilicin^ on behalf of the harvest 
[ of tlie earth, ut this temple, where first the fruitful grain ap- 
peared bristling* above this earth. And holding this chainle^x 
' chain of leaves,^ I remain at the holy altars of the two God- 
I desses, Com and Ceres," pitying indeed these white-haiivd 
mothers bereft of their sons, and reverencing the saered gar- 
[ lands. But a hei-ald has gone for me, to the city, to call 
Theseus hither, that he may either remove the grief of thei« 
I women from the land, or m^ay loose these suppliant bonds, 
I doing some holy thing toward the Gods. For it is meet for 
I Buch women os arc wise, to do all thinga througli the medium 
L of men. 

I Chokl'S. I, an aged woman, beseecli thee from my aged 
I inouth, falling at tliy knee, to redeem for me my childi-en from 
V ftmong the dead cors<», who leave their bodies in limb-relaxing 
[ death, a food for the beasts of the mountains, beholding in- 
I deed piteous tears about mine eyelids, and the wrinkled tenr- 
I ings of my hoary flesh with my hands. For what [shall I 
I doj? I, who have neither laid out my dead ciiildrcn in my 
house, nor behold a mound of earth heaped up for a lomb. 
1 Thou abo, revered one, liast once brought fortli a son, hav- 
ing made thy nuptial bed pleasant to thy husband. Share 
then in my feelings, and share too in proportion as I wretched 
1 grieve for those dead, whom I bore. And persuade thy son, 
whom we supplicate, to come to Ismenus, and to place in the 
> hand of me unhappy the bodies of the youthful dead, and in 
I R stone tomb. Not according to holy custom,' but according 
to necessity falling down [aL thy knees], I have come with 
i prayer to the sacrificial altars of the Gods. But we have a 
I just cause, and thou hast some strength, so as through thy 

' Cf. nom. r. ■*■- 59il, uTE ^piaaovaiv upovpm. Virg. Georg. i. 151, 

" hoirerct in arvia CaiiliiiiB." Tho Kharinti ptnin was the place wliere 

I corn first appenrcd in the Eleiiaininn territory, according to Pausan. 

I ' Meaning the gurlandB held by the women, who enrrounded licr. 

I Those she ealk Sta/iiv, because religious respect compelled her to stay ; 

I uica/iov, bccnuse tlie compulsion ivas only i-eU2;iouB. Heruakn. 

I ' From the position of these Goddesaes as Erinnyea, their mention 

[ hnre is yery effective, as the rights of the dcnd were in question. Cf. 

J Miiller, Eumcn, § 85 eq. 

1 ' Bflcaufle not possessing neTrliJ/iaTa dfupiKii, ts, HO, as observed liy 
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good son to remove my unliappiuess. Ami suffering piteously, 
I, a wretched one beseech thee to place in my hand my dead 
Bon, that I may embrace the sad remitina of my son. This 
new contest of groans succeeding to groans comes on ; the 
hands of the servants sound.^ Go, O fellow-mourners in woes, 
go, O ye that grieve in tune for the dunce, which Hades hon- 
ors. Make bloody your while nail along your cheek, and your 
blood-stained skin ; for the afTuirs of the dead are an honor to 
the living. With many a toil this insatiate joy of mourning 
leads me on, Uke as the liquid dxop flowing from the sun-trod- 
den rock, ever unceasing of groans. For the slate of dead chil- 
dren is naturally a thing full of pain among women in grief. 
Al'-tsI alas! iu death might I forget these sorrows. 

Ta£SEU9. What groans, and healings of the breast, and 
dirges for the dead have I heard through their echo issuing 
from this temple? How a fear fluttered me, lest my motticr 
(after whom I am coming with ray foot, being a long lime ab- 
sent from the house) had sustained any new ill. JIa! what 
b this? I see a new commencement of discourse, my aged 
mother sitting at the altar, and with her stranger women, not 
having one common strain of woes ; for both from their ven- 
erable eyes tbey let fall the piteous tear to the ground, and 
there are shorn loeks and garments not lit for sacred riles. 
What mean these things, mother? 'Tis thine to inform me, 
and mine to hear ; for I expect something new. 

^TH. O son, these women are the mothers of llie children, 
the seven generals who fell round the Cadmean gates; and 
thoy keep guard on me in a circle with the suppliant boughs, 

thou seest, my son. 

Thes. But who is this who groans piteously at the porUkIs ? 

^TH. Adrastus, as they say, king of the Aj^ves. 

The3. And are these boys around him his children? 

SuH. No, but the sons of the dead who perished. 

Thes. Dutwhy have they come to us with suppliant hand? 

^TH, Iknow; but henceforth the speech is theirs, my son- 

TtiES. Thee, wrapped in men's robes,* I ask. Speak; hav- 
ig uncovered thine head, and ceasing groans ; for thou ad- 
iticest nothing, except by proceeding with the tongue. 



with mourning. Cf. JEitch. Clioeph. 23, i^V/" <"' 
Sec Mni'klant], wlio cleiirly ratablielics Ihis luuaniii);, 
mil] prefer with the (ame Bciiolar Trrppc— Wi>. 
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Adrastus. lliou victorious king of tbe Athenians, The- 
Bevn, I am come as u suppliant to tliee and thy city. 
TiiEa. What matler seeking, and of wliat having need? 
Ann, Knowest thou the dcstructiye expedition on which I 

Thes. Ay, for thou didst by no means pass through Greece 
in silence. 

Ann, In this I lost the chief men of the Argives, 

Thes. Such things does wretched war hring to pass. 

Adr- I ha7B come to this cily to ci-avc their dead bodies."* 

TuES. Helying on the heralds of Mercury, that you might 
huiy the dead? 

Adk. And then the slayers do not allow me. 

Thes. i'or what do they allege, since you crave a lioly 
thing'! 

AsR, What? Being fortunate}, they know not how to hear 
it [rightly]. 

Thes. Jlnst thou, then, come to mo as an adviser? or for 
Bake of what ? 

Adr. "Wishing thee, O Thescuii, to bear awny tlie [siain] 
eoDS of the Aleves. 

Thes. But whore to you ia Argos? were her boasts in vain? 

Adb. Having failed, we are undone, and are coino to thee. 

TiiES. Did this seem good to thee alone, or to the whole dty ? 

AuR. All the sons of Danaus implore you to inter the slain. 

TiiES. But for what cause didst thou lead thy seven squad- 
rons against Thebes? 

Adb. Doing this favor for ray two sons-inJaw. 

Thes. But to whom of iho Argives didst thou give thy fODs? 

Adk. I did not join a native wedlock in my family. 

Thes. And didst thou bestow the Argive damsels on etran- 

Adr. On Tydeus and Polynices of Thebes. 

Thes. Coming inio what a desire for this connectionl 

Adr. The riddles of Phcebus, hard to bo understood, 

Thes. And what said Apollo, accomplishing a marriiigc for 
'iroins ? 

Adr, That I should give my two daughters to a boar and 
I lion. 
1° Eliiialoy, TiiJiw for ToP.it, i. e. I went oul to bey tlie Send bodies bncli. 
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Tmes. But how didst thou unravel the oracles of the G 
Aiiit. 1'wo mon coming by night as fugitives to my gatf 
Thes. Who, and who? tell me, for thou Bpeukest of two 

Adk. Tydeus and Polyniees pjjgaged in fight together. 

Thes. And didst llaou bestow thy daughters on these, 
OH wild beasts ^ 

Apn. Ay, having likened their eomhut [lo thai] of t 
wild bcaetB. 

TuEa. And how camo they, leaving the conlincs of tb< 

Aj>k. TydeuB indeed was fleeing his conntiy on account 
a kindred murder. 

TuEs. But in what manner did the son of Qfldipus lei 
Thebea? 

Adk. Under his father's curse-, lest ho should slay 
brother. 

TiiES. Thou epeakest of a wise Hight of his own accord. 

Adr. But they who remained injured tlioae absent. 

TiiES. What, did his brother defraud him of his wealth ' 

Adk, I went lo decide this, and was undone, 

TuEg. Jiut didst thou visit iho seers, and behold the Ba. 
of victims ? 

Adr. Alas! thou art pui'suing me to tliat in wbieli I chi 
\y failed. 

TiiES. Thou didst not go witli the good-will of the Godsl 
as it seems. 

Adr. Yet more ! I went even against Ihe opposition ( 
Amphiaraus. 

TiiEH. Didst thou BO easily turn away from the deity? 

Adr. Ay, for the clamor of young warriors hurried n 



Thes. Thou hast eserdsed courage rather than discretion 
which conduct indeed has ruined many generals. 

Adr. But, O tliou bravest one among tlie Greeks, king o 
Athens, I hold it among my disgrace, thus falling prostrate 
on the ground, to embrace thy knees with my hands, an aged 
man, once a prosperous king ; but nevertheless there is need 
for me to yield to my misfortunes. Preserve thou the dead ^ 
for me, pitying both my woes, and these the mothers of tl 
dead children, upon whom hoaiy age has come with childles 



fis8 



auPELUiras. 



tm-^cft 



neee, and who have cndui-tii to come hither, and place their 
Btranger foot, moving their aged limba with dilhculty, as an 
enibaeay not for the mysteries of Ceres, but that they may 
bury the (had; from whom it behooved them to obtuin just 
i-itea, being buried by their hands. But it ia wise for t!ie pros- 
perous to look upon poverty, and for the poor to look to the 

. rich ; emulating [the poor], tliat love of frugality may possess 
him, and that those not unhappy may took upon what is pit- 
eous; and that the poet with joy may produce the songs he 

I produces ; for if he be not thus circumstanced, he would never 
be able to delight others, being in troubles at home: ibr he 

' lias not right. Perhaps then you will say : Setting nside the 

I land of Pelopg, why dost thou impose this labor upon Athens? 

I I am justifieii in explaining Ibis. Sparta indeed is cruel and 

[ deceitful in disposition, and the other states are small and pow- 
ia; but your city alone would be able to support this la- 
For it looks upon what is piteous, and possesses thee as 

' a young and brave ruler, through lack of which many cities 
have perished in want of a general, 

CtiOR. And I speak lo thee the same words as this man, O 

r Theseus, for thou to take pity on my misfortunes. 

TiiES. With others indeed I have labored, disputing on this 

f question. For one has said" that among men the worse things 
more than the belter, liut I hold the contrary opinion 

I to these, that there are more good things to mortals than bad. 
For if this were not so, we should not exist in the light. And 
I praise him who regulated our life fixim the confused and eav- 

I age state, '^ first indeed having endued it with intelligence, 
and then giving the tongue as the messenger of words, so as lo 

I distinguish speech, and the nurture of fruits, and for that nor- 

' ture drops of rain from the sky, so that the fruits of the earth 
may be nourished, and may refresh the stomach.'^ And be- 
sides this, [he invented] covenngs against the winter, and for 
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civitix&tion of mei 
5, ei. Boho. 

" Dindorf snys, " talluriB," but 
MusgraTo would rend /ipi>i t' i!f 
I cedenti versii, tl vC riffft liccam." 
'Apiei re vr/div. 
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inilistinptly expressed, 
ai'i peteiijam ex pno- 
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keeping off tlie burning heat of the sun, nnil Ihe s 
the sen, that we might hiivc intei'tourse ivitli one another ofl 
such things as a liind tnigbt wanL liut ol' things which s 
uncertain and which we know not clearly, seers, looking 'mtoM 
the flume and the folds of the entrails, and from birds UkewiaB^M 
foretell the future. Arc we not then luxurious, who are m 
satisfied when the deiLj bestows Euch an apparatus for lift 
But our wisdom seeks to be marc powerful than God; 
posses^ng haughtinees in our minds, we think to ho wiser 1 
the Gods- Of which lithe" thou too seetncst to be, not being 
wise ! who, foraooth, compelled by the oracles of Fhtebus, Ihua 
wedded thy daughters to strangers, as though [deeming that] 
the Gods exist,'" and having mingled thy family of clear hlood 
with one polluted, thou didst bring a sore upon thine house ; 
for it is the duty of a wise man not to join even the bodies of 
the unjust with the just, but to obtain in one's household proii- 
perous connections. For the deity, deeming fortune common, 
is wont in the ruin oC him that sickens, to destroy him that 
sickens not, and has done no evil.'" But leading all the Ar- 
gives on an expedition, when tbe seers pronounced oracles, 
thou didst, contemning the Gods and transgressing [their com- 
mands], by violence destroy the city, led aside by youths, who 
rejoice when honored, and increase wars without justice, ruin- 
ing the citizens ; one, in order that he may he general of the 
army; another, that he may wanton, havia^ received power 
in his hands; but another for th'C sake of gain, not con»der> 
ing whether the multitude is at all injured by sul!«riiig these • 
things. For there are three divisions of citizens. Sonic in- 
deed are rich, and useless, and ever crave for mora ; but oth- 
ers, having nothing, and lacking the means of life, are vehe- 
ment, and, giving the greatest sway to envy, let fly their evil 
darts against the rich, deceived hy the tongues of evil leaders. 
But of the three classes the middle one preserves cities, walch- 
ing over whatsoever oi'dor the city may appoint- And Blinll 
I then become an ally to thee t Alleging what honorable rea- 

'* Properly n deoDm, or division of soldiers, Cf. Pollux, i. 10, !i, and 
UuEgrave'a Dot& 

" This is opposed lo dn/uloac 8eovs in ra. 230 eq, Biit I p— ' - "-- 
Bon's emandation, ut ECNTflN Seui/, in nppend. nd Toiip. T, 
=•' voUntiblls Diis." 

'* For Ihin sentiment cf, -fcch. Sept. p. TU. 507, fiijq. anil mj note 
Soph, <Ed. Col, p. 101 sq. n, 4, cd. Bo] 
Vol. II.— H 
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io and bo well ; for if jou yourself have 
not couDHeled well, it is too much''' that [jourj fate should 
press upon us? 

CuoR. He lias erred, but tliis is in the nature of joung men ; 
and it is meet to excuse Lim. [But to thee, as to a physician, 
O king, wc are come.] 

fADR. In no wise did I choose thee for a judge of my mis- 

I de^E,] nor, if I nm found to liave done sotnelhing not ariglil, 

I hb a chastiser and punislier of i(, O king, but that I miglit. 

I profit by thee. But if you do not nifli it, I needs mu^t sul>- 

[ mit to your determination. Por what can I dot Come, O 

Rged women, go your way, leaving here the dark green sward 

I covered with foliage,'^ and calling the Godii to witness, and 

I rarth, and the fire-bearing Goddcas, Ceres, '^ and the light of 

the Einn, that the prayers made in tlio name of the Gods av.iil> 

ed us not. 

Chor. • • « "20 who indeed was tlie son of I'elops, but 
' we from the Felopeian land possess the same blood on the fa- 
ther's fflde with thee. What art Ihou doing? Wilt ihou de- 
Bert this cause, and cast out fi'om the land old women, who 
have obtained nothing of what were meet for them 1 Do not 
BO ; for the wild beast has the roeh for its refuge, and the 
slave the altars of the Gods, and a city tempeet-toi^t is wont 
to crouch down to city ; for of mortal afiaire there is not one 
that ia happy to the end. Gc, wretched one, fi-om the sacred 
plains of I'roserpine ; go, and entreat by her knees, putting 
forlli thine hand, that she bury the bodies of our dead chil- 
dren, O wretched I! my sons whom beneath the Cadmean 
walls 1 lost. Alas for mo ! Take me, bear, escort, upliil us 
wretched by our age<l hand. By thy beard, O friend, O Ihou 
most renowned in Greece, I ^vretched entreat thee, falling nt 
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e assigned in the trsnslntion. 
reads tI ici ; I think taicov ia noarei- tbu duut 
lion might nrisc fruni KaXiv, na^u^, [ii Ihc tar 



" Tlie Cliorna throw down <i 



otioiia of the preceding 
the ground tlii; branch □/ Buppli cation. 



'* So called from the lorn 

* The nttempt to fill np _ . . 

regarded h!i uf any authority, although Markland has atlnched 
weight to the lines subsljtnted. Pittheiis is the perfon 




J 



880—811] SUPPLI^K'ra. 17^ 

tliy knee and htind, lo lake <^uni{>ii9sion on mc n suppliant ill 
behalf of my children, like some wandtrer, uttering a piteoniy 
piteous dii^e ; and I beseech you, my son, not in thy j'oung 
years to behold toj children unburied in the land of Cadmus, 
a joy to wild beasts. Look upon the tear on mine eyelids, 
ivlio thus fall at thy knees, [craving] lo obtain a lonib for my 
cliiltlren. 

Tbes. Mother, why weepest thou, casting thy slender gar- 
ments upon thine eyes ? Is it at hearing the unhappy groans 
of these women? for some feeling has entered my mind also. 
Uplift thine hoary head ; do not shed tears, sitting at the hal- 
lowed hearth of Ceres. 

^^ ^TH. Alas! 

^K^ Thes. It is not for thee to lament the troubles of these. 

^^B ^TK. O unhappy women. 

^^H Thes. Thou art not of their number. 

^^^ .Mm. Shall I, O son, speak something honorable both for 

^^^nee and the city 1 

^^H^ THEa. Ay, since there are many wise things even from fc- 

^^^ales- 

iETH. But the word, which I conceal, lends to hesitation. 
Thes. Thou speakeat of a base thing, to hide good [advicej 
from friends. 

jEtu, I will not then hy silence incur blame hereafter, in 
timt I on this occasion basely kept silence, nor, fearing lest it 
bo useless for women to speak well, will I through timidity 
let go the honorable advice I have to oifer, I, O son, bid 
tliee iirBt consider whether thou mayest not err in dishonor- 
ing the things belonging to tho Gods ; for in this alone thon 
wilt err, being right in the rest. Moreover, if it were not 
fitting to heboid on account of the injured, I should have kept 
complete silence. But now this both brings credit to thee, 
and to me brings no fear of recommending it, son, that you 
should by thine hand bring lo a. compulsion violent men, and 
those who restrain ihe dead from obtaining a share of sepul- 
ture and funeral rites, and lo stop them from confounding the 
laws of all Gi'eeee. For this it is that keep tf^ther tlie 
cities of men, when each one well preserves the laws. But 
some one will say, that, through cowardice of hand, when 
there was an opportunity for thee to obtain a crown of gloiy 
for tho city, through fear thou didst stand aloof, .and that 
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ou indeed didijt encounter a contest with a snvnge boar, toil- 

g through 0. nieuQ labor; but that where it behooved thee 

I to look to the helmet, nnd the spear's point, thou wnst found 

a dastard. Do not then, being niy son, O child, act tliu^. 

DoBt thou perceive bow thy country, scoffed at fot want ol' 

[ counsel, luoka savage upon hei' BcotlerB'! For amidst foils it 

ises. But states thnt q^uietly act in darkness, see also 

I things darkly, through [over] care. Will you not, O son, go 

' to the aid of the dead, and of wretched women in -want. For 

neither do I feur tor thee, setting out in a just cause; and 

■ seeing the people of Cadmus to have fared well, I am conli- 

dent that it will yet cast ano-ther throw of the die ; for the 

deity is wont to turn all things upside down. 

CiiOR. O thou most dear to mc, thou hast spoken well both 
I for this man and myself ; and this becomes a two-fold joy. 

Thes. My words, O mother, which have been spoken, aie 
, correct in reference to this man, and I have pronounced my 
in of the devices through which he erred. But 1 also 
I perceive this, wherein thou advisest mo, that it is not suitable 
I to my character to shun dangers. For having done many hon- 
I orable deeds, I have chosen this conduct towai-d the Greeks, 
f ever to be a chaatiser of the bad. It is not therefore possible 
c to be faint-hearted in toils. For what will the ill-Jis- 
I posed among mortals say of me, when thou, my mother, fear- 
ing for roe, art the first to bid mo undergo this trouble? I 
will go and do this, and will liberate the dead, having per- 
I Buaded by words; but if not, this shall be brought to pass by 
I force of the spear, if the Goda be not envious.^' But I wish 
1 this to be approved^^ by the whole city, and it will be so, if 1 
[ desire it. But by giving [the power] of eonsullation [to iho 
^ people!, 1 shall find the public belter disposed. For truly I 
] brought them to a monarchy, having freed this city, so as In 
have an equality of suffrage. But taking Adrostus as a proof 
of what I say, 1 will go to the multitude of them, and having 
1 persuaded [them of] this, having assembled the chosen youth 



We mnet, I think, read /ii) oi/j^l, irith Marklaad and Uermunn, 
I thore viU be a soledsm. 

I " Tliesaas. tlioagh possesBed of raonareliy, (vs. 362.) glinwa tlie 
L t«nt oritsLniitatJon by the laoil'T/ifia in vs. S3(i, nnd llic I'nHliitii 
g every question bciWo llie people. 1 Lavo trauslalcJ lio^i 
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of tlic Athenians, I tvill come hillicr, an<I eittiug in arme,-^ I 
will send word 10 Croon, l>^ging for the bodi^ of the elain. 
Hut, O (^ed women, take awiiy the hallowed gnrlatids from 
my mother, that I may lead her to the house of jJ^eus, touch- 
ing her dear hand. For unhappy ia that child who does not 
do service to hia parents ; since, having hestowed the fairest 
gifl,^ if he bestow it on his parents, he in turn receives it from - 
[lis children. 

CiiOK. Thou horse-feeding Argos, O thon my father-land, 
thou hast heard, thou bast heard indeed these words of a king, 
holy in respect lo ihe Gods, and in mighty I'etusgia^ and in 
Argos. Ob ! may he, coming to llic end of, and even beyond, 
my ills, bear oil' the bloo<l-stuined delight of the inolher,~^ and 
make the land of Inachus friendly by benefiling it. A glori- 
ons adornment foi' cities is a pioua labor, and it possesses a 
grateful claim" for evermore. What detemii nation will the 
city ratify? Will it plight amity^^ with me, and shall we 
obtain sepulture for our children 1 Aid a mother, O thou 
oty of Folios, aid, ita order that thou mtiyest not defile the • 
laws of the Gods."^ Thou indeed dost reverence justice, and 
assigning the weaker share to injustice, thou ever aidest every 
one unhappy. 

TnEs. Ever exercising this art, thou sen'est the city and 
ntyeelf bearing messages as herald. But do thou, passing be- 
yond Asopus and the water of !bmcnu!', speak thus to the 
haughty ruler of the Cadmeaus. " Theseus begs of thee, as 
a &TOr, to inter"* the corses, conceiving that, as dwelling in 
a neighboring Innd, he should ol>tain it, and for Ihou to make 
IHends of the whole people of the sons of Ereciheus." And 
if they are willing to acquiesce, come back again ; but if they 

" Ct TM. 6C1. Oli. 

•* Cf. Ariilot (Ei'on. L 3, u jip uu imvlpevoc ilg iJuvuTint irmijouoi, 

" L e. Peloponnesus. Tliij is Musgravc'ii emeiidntion Tor /lejuXa 
tteJiaayia. HcnDann obBerves, ''psrtiaet ad buuc dstivum et ad se- 
qn«Dti> Tocabnlom Seia." 

** i. e. the hIaid children of tbc Argire motbere. 

" For thi> lense of ju'pif cf. Amt. RlieL \i. 7, 3. 

■ T^ivtiv ^tAm, ucare amim, est ireando paries victimanini_/ii«T* 
amiciliinn aeu ftedns. Sio oputa TifiPEty.etatrofiilirc/iprii: iiitKLAHO. 

" For the eonstmction ef SteU. Theb. 14, Oeoft upii^civ sal Oeut 

I^JUpifV BuflOiOl. Tl/ui^/l^ 'JoJ.«^-VQi ITOTt. MATTniA 

" L e. to pennil liim to inter. See Markland. 
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rjefuse, lliia is your Recond oddres^ "Kecdve my revd-roui 
fihield-bearing. For the army etands at liand, and is being 
reviewed there in full array around the lioly CuUicliorus.^' 
And in truth the city willingly and gladly undertookathis lu- 
bor, when it perceived that I was willing." Ha! who comes 
hither to interrupt my discourse? A Cadmean herald, as it 
seems to one who knows not for certain. Slop! [see] whether 
he will free you from your trouble, and has come hither to 
meet my wishes. 

Herald. Who is the tyrant^^ of this land? To whom does 
it liehoove mi to convey the words of Creon, who Ewnys the 
land of Cadmus, Eteocles having died at the Seven- mouthed 
gates'3 Ijj, tjie )iand of his brotlier Polynices? 
I Thes. In the first place, O Btranger, thou hast incorrectly 
I commenced thy speech, seeking a tyrant here. For the city 
I Jb not governed by one man, but is A'ee. And (he people rule 
why turn in annual succession, not bestowing the chief influence 
Epn wealth, but the poor man having on equal power. 
m Her. This one supciior chance^' thou givest us, as in the 
P^iee. For the city from which I am come, ia ruled by one 
I man, not by the multitude ; nor is there any man who, pulling 
I it up with words, can turn it hither and thither to his own 
Lgiun. But he who is fur the moment agreeable, and gives 
Uauch pleasure, does shortly afterward some harm : and then, 
mbr new calumnies concealing his former errorf>, slips out of 
Kjastice. And, in another way, how could a people rightly 
E'^ide a city, not coiTectly examining the reasons^^ [all^cdj? 
KFor time gives better knowledge than celerity. But a poor 
I laborer of the soil, even if he were not ignorant tlirough his 
r yery employment, wouM not be able to look to the commor 
I interest. Surely this is an unhealthy stale for the better 
I dasses, when a man of no account holds dignity, a fellow who 
I W08 bdbre nothing restraining the people by his tongue 1 

I >i A well in Atticn. 

I " L e. tyrant, in the sense i>f nn ubsolula ruler. Theseus takes it ia 

W a stronger Bense, but not in Pialant parimn, ea in nftcr timea. 

K " Ct Soph. Ant. 119, fTrruTn^ov craiia. 

W ** L e. thou giveat iib the ailvantnge by thy riwn cnnfcsaion. Mark- 

B.!t*nd veil obaervea that Euripides Ima'in niinJ the i-onJuct of Uie 

m.filfiayajoi and fiiropcf; of his own time. 

■ "I liBTB my doubts about this Tcading, and, ivilli Valckcuaer. lire- 

lAr Markland-s •lionrcvuv. 
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Thes. This lierald is a clever fellow and ii, ilalibler^' in lulk. 
But since thou aliio iiast exercised Ihj'self in this contest,^' 
listen ; fur thou hast proposed a dispute of words. There is 
nothing more hostile to a city lliiin a tyrant, under whom, in 
the first and chiefcst place, there nre not laws in common, hut 
one man, keeping the law himself to himself,^'* has the sway, 
and this is no longer equal. But the laws being written, the 
weak and the rich have equal justice, and it is in the power 
of the weaker to answer the prosperous in the same words, 
when he hears ill language, and the weaker, having a just 
cauee, prevails over the great. And that [cry] loo is of liber- 
ty, " Who, having some good counsel for the city, is willing to 
bring it in the middle £of all] T'^" And glorious is the msui 
who wishes this; but he who does not wish it, is silent. What 
is there more equal for n city than this 1 And truly where the 
people is the ruler'" of the laud, it delights in n supply of 
valiant citizens. But a man when king thinks this hateful, 
und slays the best men, whom lie thinks are wise, fearing for 
his tyranny. How then can a «ity llius become strong, when 
some one removes boldness, and plucks off the choice youths,' ' 
like the crop from the vemal meadow? Why then should 
one obtain wealth and suslcnanco for one's children, in order 
to toil out more means of living for a tyrant ? Or for daugh- 
ters, after living a vii^n's life liononihly in one's house, to be 
a. pleasant delight for a tyrant, when he wishes it, but tears 
for those who prepare [the delight].'^ May I no longer live, 
if my children be espoused by force. And these words indeed 

" napcpjuTTi; iliirUand regnrda as meuiiing nbad speaker, from tlifl 
•enH of jrapi in com position = prave. It rutJier seema to me to denote 
(I person irlio does something cob properly belonging to bis own craft. 
being us it were it ■Kapepyov to hJg legitimate culling. Hence I elionld 
nuderatand TapepyuTTi^ Woytiv to deu ote a kind of atnntcur speaker, ft 
hongor-oa of vestries and debating elnba, etc 

" i. 0. of oratory. 

" PoFBOn happily comjinrca jEsoli. Prom. Ift4, oM' ori rpu^tit jcoi irop' 
fovT^ tS tiKaurv Ijuv Zcif, 

*• An atlusion to the formnla, rif uyopeictv ,3o{}jTai. CI. Aristopli. 
Thefc 8T9. Aehom. 46. 

" "Wa nmst read eieCvni;, willi Mnrkl. Dinil. 

" Compare the conduct of Tbmsjbiiloa in IlcroJotas v. G, nnd of 
Tarqnin in Lir. i. 

** Buch is Markland's explanation, vhicli Dindnrf justiv eatcifini 
binb. and would read iwipva ii rorr yoncirri, wliieli MarklHnil bad BUg- 
geated by way of explanation. 
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1 liave Lui'led out to Lliy remarks. But wLat reqiiiring from 
" ■ 1 land art tliou come ? Thou wouldat huve come to thj 
;, forsooth, speuking superfluouely, Lad not tho eilj sent 
. For it is the duty of a messenger to speak ■whatever any 
ordains, and to go back again as quick as possible. And 
for the future let Crcon send some less talkatiTe messenger 
than thyself lo my city. 

CuOR. Alaa ! alas ! how do the evil vaunt, %¥hcn the deity 
grants them good, as though they wci-e ever to be prosperous I 

Her. I will speak now ; for of what has been contested 
let these seem good to thee, but to me the contrary, But I, 
and the whole Cadmean people, forbid Ihce to admit Adras- 
tns into this land ; but, if he is in the land, do thou before 
the radiant light of the God sets, having broken the sacrod 
mystery of tho [suppliant] garlands, dri*'e him out of this 
country, nor attempt to bury the dead by foree, since you 
have nothing to do with the city of the Argives. And 
if indeed you obey me, witlioiit waves thou will steer along 
thy city ; but if not, a mighty wave of war will be upon 
thee and thine allieii. But consideT, and do not, being wrath 
at my words, as forsooth poBsessing a free city, reply in words 
swelling into manual strength.'*^ Hope arising from the aims 
is the worst thing for mortals ; it has set together many cities, 
carrying their rage to excess. For when war is put to the 
TOte of the city, no one any longer considers his own death, 
but turns away this misfortune upon another.** But if 
death were before the eyes in giving the vote, Greece, mad 
with war, would never have been undone. And yet all wc 
men know which is the better of two words, the good and bad, 
and how much better than war for morttds is peace, which 
in the first place is most beloved by the Muses, and hostile to 
lamentations, and is delighted with a flourishing offspring, and 
rejoices in wealth. We fools, leaving these advantages, take 
tip war, and we enslave, men men, and city city. But thou art 
benefiting the dead enemies to the Gods, burying and bearing 
dfi* those whom insolence has de^troyeil. Does not the body of 

" ix jipa\invuv. Aa bracliia nnd lacerti among Iha Lntins, so 0paxi- 
rj among the Qreekf, denotes Btrenjrtli, forei;. MiMLANn. 
'• L e. lie tliinka that he shall eicnpe, but Hint his neighbor will TkIL 
reader may eomparo the reasoning of Bob Acres, BivaU, Act r. 




rCapaneus, justly fire^tricken, smoke on the upright latlder ^ 
wMch bringing against the gates, he swore he would destroy 
the city, whether a deity were willing or not?'^ Did not a 
dinsm ingulf the augur, Buiiounding his four-horsed chtiriot 
with its yawn ? Ai:d do not the other chieftains lie nt the 
gates, ground by stones in the joinings of tUeir bones? Either 
then vaunt that thou art wiser than Jove, or [grant] that the 
Gods justly destroy tlio wicked, it behooves then the wise 
first to love their cliildi-en, and then their parents and country, 
which it befits them to increase, and not to break down. Dan- 
gerous is a dnring pilot and sailor in a ship ; wise is the quiet 
one at the opportune moment. And to my mind discretion 
is valor.** 

Chor. Sufficient was Jova to punish them, but it behooved 
you not to offer this so great an insult.'' 

Adr. thou most base — 

Thes. Silence, Adrastus, restrain thy mouth, and do not 
bring out thy sayings before mine, for this fellow is not come 
jis herald to thee, bat to me. Us loo it is meet to give reply. 
And first indeed I will answer thee in reference to your first 
words. I am not aware that Creon is my master, or has 
the greater power, so as to compel Athens to do these things. 
For matters would thus bo flowing upward,'" if we indeed 
were to be commanded. But I do not enter upon this war, 
I, who neither carae with these into the land of Cadmus ; hut 
1 think fit to bury tiie corses of the dead, not doing injury to 
the city, nor bringing on raanalaying contests, but observing 
the law of all the Greeks in general. What of these things 
is not honorable? For even if ye have suffered something at 
Iho luinds of the Argives, they nro dead; ye have repelled the 
enemy with credit to yourselves, but with disgrace to them, 
and justice is accomplished.''* Allow the dead to be now 

" C£ JEaeh. Sept. a. Th. 427. All Ihia missage ia cpolien ironically. 
** So FBlstaff in Sbakepearc saj8, "Tlie better part of valor ia dlscro- 

*' Tlie denial of oepuHure. 

" For tbis proverbinl pliraae see Bergler on Alcijiliron, Ep. iii. S3. 
Corapora VJT^. Qeoi^. i. 199, "Sio omnia fatis In pejus ruere. ac retro 
sublamn referrL" Ma. ii. 169, "En illo lliiere ae retra siiblapsa referri 
Sp«a Dnnanm." M«d. 410, uiw TTorn/wv UpCv ;i'upoiJi7i Trayui, Kai iiKO 

" llartnnnn renders, el vindielaii-nila «(, compnring Soph. (Ed. Col. 
674, ril Joyof SioiyeTai, Hihil, ofiod difain, reliqiiiim eat. 
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I hidden in the earth. Tor from whence each [partide] entered 
o the body, thitiier hits it gone, the spirit indeed toward the 
t aky, but the body to earth.'''' For we do not possess this 
"body] as our own save for to dwell in it during lite, and then 
l^thc earth] that nurtured it must needs receive it. Dost thou 
f ilank. to do harm to ArgOS, by not burying the dead? By 
a common question for all Greece, if anj- 
I one, defrauding the dead of what they onght to obtain, sludl 
I keep them onburied ; for it bears a reproacli lo the brave, if 
I this law bo laid down. .Xad to me indeed tbou hast come, 
I threatening terrible words ; but ye are afraid of the dead, if 
[ they be hidden in the earth, l^est what should happen ? Lest 
r being buried they dig up your land, or in the recessca of the 
I earth bring forth children, ft-om whom some revenge will 
I come? A fooliBh waste, forsooth, of the tongue is this, to 
L.iear wicked and empty terrors. But, O ye vain ones, learn 
e ills of mankind. Our life is a Etruggle; and some of mor- 
e quickly prosperous, but some hereafter, and some iil- 
eady. But fortune wantons; for by the unhappy it is hon- 
I «Fed, in order that he may be fortunate j but the prosperous 
raises it aloft [with praisie], fearing that its galo should leave 
him. It behooves us then, knowing these things, both being 
moderately injured, to bear it not with wrath, and to do such 
injuries as hurt not the state. How then can it be ? Per- 
mit us, who wish tO' act piously, to bury the corses of tho 
dead. Or plain is my conduct afterward. I will go and bury 
them by force. J''or nevei- shall it bo spread abroad among 
the Greeks, th:it the ancient luw of the Gods, coming to me 
and to the cily of I'aiidion, was violated. 

Chor. Be of good cheer. At least while preserving the 
light of justice, thou wilt escujio from many [evil] words of 

Her. Dost thou wish that I briefly confer witli thee? 

I'liES. Speak, if you wish aught. For truly thou art not 
prone to silence. 

Her, Tliou slialt never take the children of tlio Argives 
from our land. 

" Cf. Vfileken. Dintr. g Ti. So Phocjliil. Gnom. p. 107. in Foell, Min. 
lliefifia j-iip IotI Seoi) rpjoif Bvt/roiai Kof tim-iv. J^Q/ia yap in jTiiijf 
Izapcv Kol TTnvrrc if abHjv Awficvot Kwif lafikv, if,p iT uvi nveijua 
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Thes. And hear me in turn, if you nre willing, 
Hee. I will hear; for it ia meet to give !i turn, 
Thes. I will buiy the dL'ud, taking them out of the J 

pian land. 

Heu. Then ihou must first run a i-isk amidst shields. 
Thes. 1 indeed Imve endured many other labors." 
Her. Did then your sii'e beget thee to be equid lo i 
TiiKS. Ay, a§ many as arc insoient ; but the good w 

tisc not. 

IIes. Thou and thy city arc wont to do many things. 
Thes. And therefore laboring mueh, it pi'OSperB much. 
Hkk. Come, that the spear of the sown nifG may ca 

thee in the city. 

Thes. Wlint warrior sprung from a dragon would be \ 



Her. Thou shalt know by sutferiug, but now thou art j 

TiiKS. Thou shalt not move me lo bo angered in mind by 
thy braggart words. But depart from the land, taking witli 
tbee the vain worda tliou broughtesl. For we do no good [by 
dallying]. Let every man full armed, and mounted in char- 
iots, and let trappings on ihe foam-ilistilltng mouths of the 
single horses, be moved toward the Cadmean earth. For I 
will go to the seven gales of Cadmus, myself having llie sharp 
' steel in my hand, myself the heruld. JSut I bid ihcc remain, 
AdrastuE, and not to mix up thy fortuffis with me ; for I with 
mine own fortune will lead my army, renowned with a re- 
nowned spear. One thing only it behooves thee ; to have [as 
allies] all the Gods who revere jnslice; for these things joined 
together give victory. But lalor profits mortals naught, un- 
less one have the deity willing. 

Semiohohl"s. wretched mothers of wrelched chieftains, 
bow does pale fear at my heart disturb me! 

Sem. What new voice is this thou utterest! 

Sem. How will ihe armament of Pallas dclermine the ques- 



r by ngreenient 



Sksi. Dost thou mean through the speai', 
of words? 

. That would be profllable ; bntifcontesfs oflhesword, 
Rfoatfl and breast-smiling blowE again appear in Ihe field [of 
—ilUr a DinJ, oil Oi.'st. 843. 
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nttle], wretched, wbat account shall I, the cause of this, taka 
i<bn myself ■? 

S^3t. But some fate may in iurn seize upon him thnt is glo- 
ious in prosperity. This confidence comes around me. 
Sem. Thou indeed speakest of the Gods as just. 
Sem. For what other beings distribute events? 
Sem, I sec mucli variety in tho ordinations of the Gods to 
\ morials. 

Seu. Ay, for thou art overcome by thy former fear. Jus- 
■ e calls for justice, and death for death, but the Gods, them- 
lelves possessing the bound of all tliingf', give n rcapitc from 
fvils. 

Sem. Would that, quitting the water of CallichoruB, we 
could ill any way come to the &ir-towcred plain. 

Sem. If any one of the Gods woulil make me winged^ tliat 

kl might come to the city of the two rivers.^ 
SiSM- Thou n'ouldst see, thou wouldst see the fortunes of 
thy friends. 
Sem. What hap, what fate cnn await the wnrlikn king of 
Ais land 1 
Sem. Again we call upon Gods already invoked; but this 
)B the best conlidence in tear. 
Sem. Alasl Jove, thou Imsband of our nncicnt mother, the 
heifer [daughter] of Inaebus. 

Sem. Be thou for nm a propitious ally to this city. 
Sem. Thy glory, ^^ thy statue placed in the city, I hear away, 
having been insulted, to tbc pyre. 

lEiiter a Messenger.] 
. women, I am come having many pleasant things 
^to tell, both being myself saved, (for I was taken captive in tho 
attle where the troops of Ihe seven dead chieftains engaged, 
pieor the ati'eam of Dirce,) and bearing news of Theseus' vie- 
But I will free you from a long discourse, for I was the 
poervant of Capaneus, whom Jove lias reduced to ashes with his, , 
* B-darting bolt. 



'■ i. e. Aaopiis and Isme^us. 

" Tliia paasaiito is very nwkwanl. Miieerava's espknation, InbrieC-* 
_ IB follows. By dyaX/ia is metBpboi'icnlly deBisiiated tho bodici of 
L the genemla skin aad deprived {{■lipiaSn') of Bcpullnre. While living, 
pthey were in a ninnncr the foundation of Uia citj [J6pe/ia iroXeu;]. 
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CnoR. O (karpst man, thou tcllrst well concerniiig thy n 
lum, and tlio report of Theseus. But if the tirmy also of tl 
ALheniuns is sutt.-, thou wilt tell nil thiaga agreeably. 

Mess. It U safe, and has fared as Adrastu3 ought to h 
fared with bis Argivee, when haying led forth from Itiacho^l 
he attacked the city of the Thebans. 

CuoR, But how did the son of JEgeus, and thoso who share 
in the enterprise, raise up the ti'ophiea of Jove. Kay, for bein 
present [there] thou wilt delight the absent. 

Mess. The shining beam of the sun, a dear rule, fell upon 
the earth, and at the Electrean portals I stood a spectator, 
having posaesBcd myself of a wide-seeing tower. And I per- 
ceive three tribes of three [troopa of] warriors j first, an arm- 
bearing mass stretching upward 1o Ismenua' banks, as indeed 
was a report, and the king himself, the renowned son of .^^eus, 
and with him, drawn up on the right wing, the inhabitants of 
ancient Cecropia, and the people of the Parali''' equipped with 
the spear, close by the fountain of Mars, and the crowd of 
horsemen drawn up in equal number at the flanks'^ of the 
encampment, and the chariot-vehicles below the hallowed 
Dionnment of Amphion. But the people of Cadmus stood 
before the fortifications, placing behind them the dead, about 
whom was the contest. And hoi-semen to horsemen were 
opposed in arms, and chariots to four-horsed chariots. And 
the herald of Theseus spoke these words to all; "Keep 
silence, ye people ; in silence hear, ye ranks of the Cad- 
means : we are come for the dead, wishing to bury them, 
observing the law of all the Greeks, and not wishing to cause 
bloodshed. And Creon made no counter proclamation to 
these words, hut sate in silence yet in arms. But the drivers 
of the four-horsed chariots forthwith began the battle, and 
driving their chariots past each other, they set down the 
warriors [within them] in the array of battle. And they 
indeed fought with the steel, but they (the drivers) turned 
hack*" the horses for the contest, against the warriors. But 
Pliorbus, who was chieftain of the single horses of the 
Krectheidte, seeing the confusion of the chariots, and they 

" i. e. the inlinliilanls oftho coa 
tea the copiuiiB Doles in Dindorf. 
" LitCTBily, "hen!, boi'Jer." 
" On thes 
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so, who gunrded off the cavalry of Cadmus, joined battle, 
id conquered, and were worsled [in turn]. But seeing, and 
not beariog these things, (for 1 was on Ilie spot where tlic 
chariots and their riders were, contending,) I know not which 
of the many ills there present I shall naiTale first ; whether 
the dust rising up to heaven, (how much it was,) or of [the 
horsemen] who were borne nway up and down by the traces, 
and^' the flowing of the sbed blood, some indeed falling, but 
others tumbling, like divera, with violence to the earth from 
liieir broken seats, and leaving their life amid tlic wrecks of 
chariots. But when Creon beheld the anny from hence^' 
^.■ouqucring with its cavalry, seizing a spear in hia hand, he 
goes on, before faint-hcai'tednecis seized his allies. And truly 
the troops of Theseus wore not sjioiled by fear; but they went 
forward, having snatched up their shining arms,'^ and strik- 
ing upon the whole centre of the [opposing spear, the enemy] 
: slew, were slain, and confirmed with hearty shouts the cheer 
to one another : " Strike, press the spear against ihe sons of 
Erecthens." And the manly band, sprung from the dragon's 
\ teeth, was a terrible wrestler ; for it made our left liom give 
way ; but their [left], worsted by our right, takes to flight, and 
the contest was balanced equally. And at this [moment] one 
might praise our general; for he did not care"" only for this 
the sacces^ul side, but he went to that part of his own army 
which was in trouble, and burst fortli a loud voice, so that the 
ground undw bim echoed : " O youths, if ye do not restrain 
these sturdy spears of the sown men, the state of Pallas is no 
more." And boldness sprang up among the whole army of the 
I Greeks, and he himselij taking his Epidaurian weapon with 
I its terrible head, with a whirl lie slings it about, reaping and 
I mowing down at once with the wood necks and the heads 
with helmets placed upon them. And with difiicully they 
somehow put the feet [of tbe/ITiebans] to flight. But I 
shouted, and danced, and elappied my bands ; but tliey turned 
toward the gates. And there was noise and lamentation 

" The c instruction U irregular. It shonM Iinvc besn v ^- o'/J- fioug. 

" TliiB is Ilrrmann'a excelJent emcndalion for ys Toirs'Btvd. 
1 " These liaee are eitlier oat of ptnce, or spurious, as Dindorf cun- 
1 lidera. Tlie partjcipla rni/iiraTiiiavTci; masl retar to tho Thebana. 
I " Kuviof is the ucL'iiBative plural, nud Kupa kniKct/irvmi (ainr. for 
L p1ur.)^ciini(a. qua gaUai impoHtnt futbent. So Tpayi^Scl tiruti/ievoi 
I Kpar^. bucinn de (if tnn. p. 2SEi. Mabkland. 
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through Ihe city, of youtbs, of old men, and in lerror 
filled the temples. But, when it was in hia power to 
got wilhin the walls, Theseus forbore, for he said he iia< 
come aa about to sack the city, but to demand Die dead, 
a general it is needful to choose, who is both brave in 
gers, and hates an insolent people; who, faring we!l, s 
seeking to scale the highest steps of ladders, lose the prosper- 
ity it was in their power to enjoy. 

CiiOR. Now, beholding tliis iinhopetl-for day, I deem tliat 
there are Gods, and I think tliat I hiive less of calamity, since 
these have paid the penalty. 

Adkastus. O Jove, why in truth Jo they say that hapless 
mortals are wise? For upon fhec do we depend, and we do 
such tilings as thou dost happen to will. For by us Argos 
was once not to be endured ; and we ourselves, being many 
and youthful in strength, and iEteocles proposing an agree- 
ment, ami offering moderate terms, we did not wish to aece't* 
them. But be, on the other hand, being then fortunate, like 
a poor man receiving newly-acquired wealth, became inso- 
lent; and again, the unwise people of Cadmus were undone 
in tbcir insolence. vain of mortals ye, who stretching the 
bow beyond what is fitting, and justly suffering many ills, 
will not be persuaded by your Iriends, but by circumstances. 
And je cities, when ye have the power of turning from troub- 
les by discourse, decide matters by bloodshed, not by words. 
Bat wby (do I say) Ihisl I wish to know how thou wast^ 
preserved ; then I will ask the rest. 

Mkss. When disturbance stin'cd up the city with the spear, 
I passed through the gales, tlirouf^h whieli the army bad entered. 

Adb. And do ye carry out tbc dead, on whoso account the 
contest was 1 

Mess. Ay, all the seven who led the renowned, battalions. 

Adr. How sayeat thou ? But where is Ihe other multitude 
of slain t 

Mess. They are given to the tomb io the dells of Cithaei-on. 
'.DM. By their side or ours7 Who buried themi 
' ESS. Theseus, where is Ihe shady Eleutherian roek. 

Adr. But the dead, whom he did not inter, where leaving 

It thou come 1 

Mess. Near at hand. For near is all that has been toiled 
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Mess. Thou wouldst have said [that he was a noble laan], 
I if thou hadst been present, wlien he tended the dead. 

AiiB. Did he himself wash the wounds of the ivrctched 

Mess. Ay, and he spread the couches, and covered their 
bodie»<. 

Ann. A terrible office, ami fraught \ 

Mess. But what is unseemly to ] 
troubles? 
I Adr.- Alna ! how I wish to have died with them ! 
' Mesh. Thou mourneflt in vain, and drawest tears from 
I these [women]. 

AuH, I thiuk so indeed, but they themselves teach [me to 
, weep]. But come, I ^vill uplift my band, going to meet the 
I (tead, and I will pour forth tear-flowing strains of Hades, ad- 
. dressing my friends, of wliom being bereft, do 1 weep miser- 
I able in solitude. For this wusto [of life] having once befallen 
• mortals, it is not possible lo recover the soul of man; but 

tliere arc roads to wealth. 
I CiiOR. Some things are well, but some unhappy ; to the city 
I indeed is a good report, and to the leaders of the army honor 
^ from the spear is doubled ; but to me it is bitter to behold tho 
1 limbs of my children ; yet an honorable spectacle, if indeed 
I 1 shall behold an unboped-for day,"' having seen the greatest 
I grief of all. Would tlint tim-e, the ancient sire of days, hml 
I made me ever unmarried up to this time. For what need had 
I I of children t For then I should not have especled to suffer 
I this excessive calamity, if I liad been fi-eo from the yoke of 
. nuptials. But now I behold a most evident evil, being de- 
prived of my dearest sons. But now J behold these bodies 
L of my departed sons. Wretched me! Would that I might 
I have died with these children, descending into a comiutm 
I Hades. 

I AiiR, mothers, raise alowd a groan for the dead beneath 
I tlio earth, utter a response having heard my groans. 
I ■' (if/LTTTOv a/iipar, becauK llieEr eonn' bnr]io9 nre roslorod to tho ritea 
hof Bepalture ; aXyac /leyiatav, becftUBe Ihpj were sloin. MitTtatA. 



802— saB.] 



BUPPLIANT9. 



leH 



CiiOR, O sous, O l>itler address for loving mothers, 1 a 

P}reBS thee the dead. 
Adr. Alas ! alas ! 
CiiOH. Ay, I indeed, for my woes. 
Adb. Alas. 
Chok. • ■ " 
Adb. We have suffered, a!i ! 
Chor. The worst griefs of trouble. 
Adr. O Argive city, do ye not behold ray fate* 
Chok. We too they behold,'''^ the wretthed one, I'eft of my 
childreD. 

Adr, Bring hither the blood-dripping bodies of the unhap- 
py, slain not fitly, nor by fit persons,'-^ by whom the contest 
was finished. 

Chok. Give [them to me], that adjusting my hands for era- 
braces I may plate my chiidi'en in ray ai'nis. 
». Adk. Thou hast, thou hast— 
Chor. Enough weight of woes. 
Adr. Alas I 
CiiOR. But dost thou not say so for the parents?^* 
Adb. Listen to me, 
CuoK. Thou groanest for the troubles of both. 
Adr. Would that the rauka of the Cadtneans had slain 
me in the dust.'^^ 

CnOK. But [«'ouid] that my pei-sou had never been yoked 
to wedlock with any man. 

Adk. Behold this sea of troubles, hapless mothers of 
children. 

Chor. With our nails arc wc furrowed, and on our hcids 
have wc pourcil ashes. 

Adr. Alas! aiaa for mc! for me I Would that the plain 



'■ After AdrastiiB had aalJ riv 
more likely for tita CbornB to ni 
the third pcirsuii. Siicli, too, is 
these sort of lyric pasNtgea. 

" Alloiiing particularly to EtC' 
B. Th. 907 sqq. and 836, iiaTo/iai; 

" I have vaatured to read thi 
CKn not underBtand it 

" hi favimaiv, " in the bustle of wnr." .^Eeoli. Ag. 63, 
li yuto^ap^ TovOTOi Kovlaiciu IpeiSu/iivov. 
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wallow me ; would tliat i 
i, flame of fire sent by Jove 
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of tlie earth i 
i might seize me, and a 
I head.*8 

CiiOB. Bittct nuptials hast thou witncBsed, and a bitter pro- 

[ phecy of Phtebus. Upon the« hath cqihg the mouniful Erin- 

I nys, leaving the lonely home of (lidipus.^^ 

I TiiES. t Being^'' about to ask thee, when thou wert exhausl- 

I ing thy lamentations for an army, 1 will let go, and omit toy 

f words there, in reference at l«ast to thine afKiirs ; but now I 

! oBk Adrastug,'!' From whence were bom these Boldiere Eur- 

pafising alt mortals in noble spirit? Tell me, since thou art 

wiser, to these youths of the citizens, for thou art skilled in 

thia. For I saw greater deeds of daring done by them, than 

one can describe in words, by which they hoped to take the' 

city. But one thing I will not ask thee, leat I incur a debt 

of derision, viz. against whom each of these was fitted in tLo 

fight,^^ or [from whose] spear of the enemy he received a wound, 

""or these stories are \ain both for the bearers and the speek- 

; who, having gone out in battle, while speara were thickly 

moving before his eyes, would tell clearly who was a bravo 

i could neither ask this question, nor believe tho^ 

I who dare to answer it. For a man who stands confronted lo 

' C£ Vlrg. .^n. i\: 24.Seil miiii vel tellus opfem priua imQ deliis.a(, 
I' Vel pater oniDipotens ndignt me fiilmiiio ad umbrns, PulIeulM umbrua 
l-Srebi, noctemqiie profundaai." CoDipuro the following brilliant pas- 
's moJoi-Q drnmatiat : 

" Wliy Bleep the tliunder-boltBl 
If from my heart's abyss a cry may I'iso 
To the empyi'Giil tlirun e, beav'n beur me now I 
If tliere be flercer fire tbon fell remorse, 
Dart on me hving flames tbat I may die I 
Scorch up my veins, and turn my bi-ain to lead, 
Make me a etoae, or nothing I" 

Bedinofield's Madeline, Aet iiL Sc 2. 
n Stat, Tbeb. i. 48. For the Eriiinya of 
»7e, lCie6,\titliAgnm.ll90,1408. Supli. 

bas-e obelized this very iramipt pusMge, wliicli Dindorf eoiiaid- 
mperfect, aa nell aa corrupt. See bis uotes. As far aa the prcs- 
l-eat t«t goes, Beet truly says, " Leetionia biijus loci prodigium non in- 
'•rpretaretur totus haruspicum ordo." 

" A sneer at tbo miniite desertptiona or the ohieftiins in the SepL 
1 0. Th. -Eschylaa. Cf. PhiBn. 761, 'Orofia i' UuHTmi iiaTpijitf KoJO^ 
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the enemy, wonld with dillii^ulty be able lo see wliitt 'n just 
necessaiy- 

Adb. Heat tbeu linked ; for truly to me not displeased 
dost thou permit to spciik the praiE^ and just Inudution ol' 
these, for whom I wish [to do aoj. ISet'St thou him through 
whom the shaft of Jove has flown? This man is Ciipaneus, 
who indeed possessed great means, but was least of all proud 
of his wealth, and entertained thoughls no higher thun a poor 
man, avoiding such as spuming bare snfGcicney, reveled in 
[sumptuous] tables; for he nnid that the good was not in the 
food of the belly, but tliat a moderate portion was suflicient. 
And ho was a true friend to friends bolli present and absent; 
of which persons the number is not great. [He wus of] an 
unlying temper, an affuble address, having no vain intent 
cither toward his servants or citizens. But I speak [now] of 
this second man, Etcoclus, another who pnu^ticcd goodness. 
He was a youth, delieient indeed in means, but lie possessed 
the greatest honors in the Argiva land. And when his 
friends often offered gold, he would not receive it into his 
liouse, so us to make his manners slavish, being a bondsman 
to wealth. Itut lie hated those that erred, not the eity ; since 
u eity is naught to blame, lieing in ill repute through a bad 
helmsman. But the third of these, Hippomcdon, was of this 
kind by nature. Being a youth, he ventured ot once not to turn 
himself to the pleasures of the Muses, to softness of lite, but 
inhabiting the fields, giving hard praetiro to his nature, he 
rejoiced in manliness, both going lo huntings, and rejoicing in 
horse^i, and stivtching tlic bow with his hands, desiring lo 
render hia body useful to the city. But this other, the son of 
Alalonta, Parthenopasus, most surpassing in form, was an 
Arciulian indeed ; but coming to the streams of Inachus, he 
passed his boyhood at Argos. And having been trained up 
there, he first of all, (as becomes guests sharing another state,) 
was not troublesome to nor envied by the city, nor given to 
strife of words, from whence a man most chiefly becomes a 
disagreeable citizen and guest. But standing in a battalion, 
like an Argive bom, he defended the country, and whenever 
the city was faring well, he rcj-oiced ; but bore it ill, if it was 
at all unfortunate. And having many lovers, and not fewer 
among the women, he kept guard not to sin. But the great 
praise of Tydeua I will sum up in brief, In words he wus 
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not renowned, but in Uio fight [ii cunning sojiliist, and [(tun- 
ning] to devise wise things],'" Hut tliougli inl'erior in counsel 
to hia brother Meleager, he obtained equal renown tbi-ough 

I the art of the spear, tinding an exact science in the eliield. 

I Hie temper [was] ambitious ; but his thoughts ricli in dcedi:, 
not equally bo in speech. From the words thua spoken, O 
Theseus, marwi not ttiut these dared to die before the towei's 
[of Thebes]; for to be trained up not badly brings the ehauio 

I [of disgrace]. And every one who has studied good deeds is 
ashamed to be called a bod man.''' But valor iaa thing to bu 
karned ; since a child is tauglit to say and hear those things of 
which it has not tho knowledge. And Euch things a9 a boy 

VI learns, these he is wont to remember till old age. Do je then 

. educate your children well. 

Chor. Alas! niy child, unhappy did I hear thee, enduring 
pangH in labor. And now Hades pOBSeesea the labors of 

Uhapless me ; and I, a wretched mother, have no child to 
cherish my old age. 

TilES. And truly the Gods, having snatched away the 
3aoble son of Ql^cleus alive into the recesses of the eanb, 
chaiiot and all, clearly give him an eulogy. But, in prairing 

I the son of (Edipus, I mean Folyniccs, we should not tell an 

I ontrutfa. For he was a guest of mine, before that, having 
Jeft the city of Cadmus, in voluntary exile he passed over to 
Argos. But dost thou know what I wieli thee to do con- 
cerning these things? 

I Adr. I know not, save one thing, to j-ield obedience to thy 

I Thes. Capaneus, who was stricken hy tho lire of Jove — 
I Adb. What, dost thou wisli to hury'^ him apart, as a, sa- 
ered corse 1 

Theb. Yes, but all the others on one single pile. 

At>r. "Where then wilt thou place a memorial for him apart 1 

TiiES. Here, having erected a tomb close hy the house. 

™ An obviously Bpiirions line, as detected by Porson. 

"" In cuDipariDg tlic charscCei's of tlie ieven chieftains as given re- 
spectively byj£9cliyl[iB and Enripidea. it irill be well to rctuenibHrtliM 
jEsohjlua pi-ef erred t.bamore terrible attributes of violent eoura^H and 
anger, as esaentinltu the Titan gvandenr of hia poetry, while Eiiripiitris 
ua tbe pbiloBopher poet, handled thedomeatiQ tiabita, and dwelt upou 
tlie training of the eame cha meters. 

burn his body. See Markland. 
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Adh. This labor then shall be the tusk of ray servants. 

Thes. But these [wjrses] our [task]. But let the load of 
corses approach. 

Adr. Come, wretched mothers, near yonr children. 

TitES. lij no meant;, Adra.^tua, doet thori say this tiilingly. 

Adh. How is it not fitting for molhers to touth their 
children 1 

Thes. They would perish, if they beheld these changed to 
niiotber color: for bitter is the sight of corses even at the 
time of deatb."^ Why then do you wish to add griefs to these? 

Adk. Thou prevftilost. It behooves you to reniain patiently, 
for Theseus aaj^ well. But when wc ha4e put them on the 
fire, ye ehall take the bones to yourselves. O wretched yo 
of mortals ! Why do je possess spears and cause slaughter 
against each other? Cease. Hut having ceased from toils, 
guard the dlies, quiet with the quiet. The affair of life is 
small, hut it behooves one to pass through this as easily as 
possible, and not with toils. > 

Chok. No longer [am I] possessed of fair childi-cn or fair 
offspring, nor have I a share of happiness among the Ai^vo 
mothers, nor will Diana who presides over childbirth salute 
us cliildless. And our life is unhappy, and like some wan- 
dering cloud, I flit beneath the stormy winds. We seven 
wretched mothers brought forth seven sons, the most re- 
nowned among the Argives ; and now without son, without 
child I grow old most miserably, deemed neither among llio 
dead, nor among the living,''' but having some lot apart fi'oiii 
[both] these, tears are left for me ; the sad memorials of my 
son lie at home, shorn tresses and garlands of hair, and liba- 
tions to those gone dead, songs, which golded-haired Apollo 
receives not. And wakened betimes by groans, I shall ever 
with tears bedew the damp folds of my robe upon my breast. 
And truly I perceive here the couch of Capaneus, and liis 
sabred tomb, and without the dwelling the offerings of The- 
seus to the dead, and Evadne, the renowned wife of this man 
that was slain by lightning, near'nt hand, whom king Iphis, 

'• !, a the npppnrnnco of tlio dend is terrible eTcn at tlia very time 
of desth; how milcli the narae, after six days hnd elapEcJ, ivlivu tlii'y 
were changed anJ deformed t See Mnrklund. 

'* Cf. Sopli. AnL 860, ill Haravo^, ovt' Iv 0poToi; oCr" (v VEnpoioii' 
MfTOwof, oil 'uaiv, at Oavavaiv. 
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b^at as liis daughtei-. Why stamls she on the sky-towering 
' rock which rears its height above the house, treading ]ier way 
lather, 

EvAHNE. What light, what raJiancy did the sun then bear 
in hia chariot, and the moon in the ether, where the swifl- 
I moving nymplis'* drive their lamp through the niglit • • ■ 
whea for the nuptials of mc and my brazen-^rmed spou^ie 
Capaneus the city of Ai^os raised aloft a song of good for- 
tune. In swift course frantic I have come from my Louse, to 
possess the flame of fire and seeking the same tomb, to rest in 
Hades my wearisome life and the toils of life. For sweetest 
is the death to die in company with dying friends, if tlie dei- 
ty indeed decree this. 

Chob. And truly thou beholdest this pile, near which ihoii 
ittandcst, the treasure-chest'" of Jove, wlierc thy husband lies, 
subdued by the Sashing thunder-bolts. 

EvAD. I indeed see the end inhere I am standing ; and the 

. gooil fortune of my journey befalls me ; but for the sake of 

good repute I will rush from tliis rock, leaping among Ilic 

llnmee, and amid the glaring fire having mingled my body dear 

to my husband, placing my pkin near his, [1 will comej to 

the cliambera of Proserpine, rever by life betraying thee who 

I art dead beneath the earth. Farewell the light, and nuptials. 

I May some" union in righlfnl marriage befall my descendants 

I in ArgoB, unto whom a faithful wedded husband is loved by a 

I wife with the oncorruptcd breath of a. noble soul. 

Choh. And truly hither thy liither himself draws nigh, the 

'■ Ab llio nvmplu ndcnd Dinan, so tlio moon may I«i gniil lo hmo 

I rimilnr nttondnnts. Tliis is Mortlnnd's eiplanntion. But if wo reroem- 

, ber Uiat tlia Pleimlea, Hyadw, an-d other conBtellHtions, were nymptia 

who liud obtained a pla(^e in llie heavens, there Is little difficuUy about 

the epitlieL See my note on jGsoh. ^g. 4. 

" This leema merely to mean tbut os Joic had caused the death of 
Cnpnneua, bo his funt-rnl pile aontained what waa plensinp and gmtefiil 
to Jove. The com nieato tors liavo overlooted the eenee of B!iOavpdc=a 
ensket, trensnre-ohest. Cf. Bus acid Wetst. on Watth. ii. 11. 

" Dindorf 's text and notes are alike di^giirf d by the typographical 
mistake Boiof f forucoif f. Bnt, oa Hermann observes, rWe — ifaviialt 

is n soleeiam, and be would read uBcv /i^ uiec TfKfoieiv iaoi( 'Eirnv 

eiv. But the metre will scarcely correspond with the atrophic verso 
1006. In eiplaininR the paaai^ I have followed Heatli. Xvvni^fieU 
fpuTi, which would have been tlie simple expression, ia amplified, ami 
joined with aJ.uj:vi, na in fragn). in oerL nuaa yUp liyaBg yvv^ "Hrif ilvipl 
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nged Ipliia to a. new discourM, Tvliich not Laving known be- 
fore, he will be grieved to hear. 

Iphis, O thou unhappy woman, nnd I unhappy old man, 
I am come, having a two-fold grief in my house ; being about 
to pilot iuto Ilia father-land m^ son Eteodu^, who died by 
the epear of the Cadmean^ and seeking also my daughter, 
who, the wife of Capaneus, has hunied out of eight from my 
dwelling, wishing to die with her hnsband. For the previoDB 
time indeed ehe was kept guarded in the house ; but since I, 
in present troubles, have relaxecl the watching, she has gone. 
But I suppose she is most likely to be here. Say, if ye have 

EvAD. Why dost thou ask these women ^ Here 1 upon 
tlus rock, and liko sonic bird, am arranging an unhappy bal- 
ance"^ above the pile of CapaneuB, O father. 

Irn, My child, what gale [baa borne thee hiiberjt "What 
is this garb? For sake of what, quilting thy house, hast 
ihou come into Ibis land? 

EvAD. Thou wouldst conceive anper on account of my 
plans, if thou didat hear tbcm. But I would not have thee 
hear, O father. 

Iph. What! la it not right for thy father to know? 

EvAD. Thou wouldst be an unwiso judge of my resolution- 

IrH. ])ut on what account dost thou deck thy body in this 
udomment? 

EvAi). This garb has some new design, O father. 

Iph. [Ay, it mnsl.j for thou art not in becoming moui-ning 
for thy husband. 

EvAD. fNo,] for I am drcased for some newly-devised 
matter. 

Iph. And dost thou then appear near the tomb and pile? 

EvAD. For here indeed I come a glorious coniiueror. 

Iph. Conquering what conquest ? I wish to learn fromlhee. 

EvAD. All women, whom the aun beboldif. 

JpM. In the works of Minerva, or in wisdom of mind! 
■ EvAD, In virtue ; for dying I shall lie with my husband. 
h Iph. What sayest thou 1 What is this unsound enigma 
Hkat thou BhowBBf?'^ 

r. 1.*, "I mil iiidurtvoring to arrange 
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f EvAi). 1 will k'Hp iij>on this pjrc of dcnJ Capatieus. 
Ipo. O diiughter, spuuk not this word before many. 
EvAD. This Tcry thing I d-eeire all the Ai^ives to know. 
I Ipb. But I will not acquiesce in thj doing this. 
[ EvAD. 'Tis all the same. For tliou sbalt not succeed in 
seizing mo with thy hand. And truly my body is let go, a 
thing to thee not pleasant, but to me and my Lusband wlio ia 
I burned with me. 

I [She casts Itei'se!/ from the roch irpon t!ie Junsral pile.^ 

I CnOR- Alas! O woman, thon hast done a dreadful deed. 
I Iph. 1 wretched am undone, ye daughters of the Argives. 
\ Chok. AVoc! wool yufiering these wretched things, Ihoti 
I wretched wilt behold a deed of iill daring. 

Ifh. Thou canst not find another more wretched. 
' Choe. Alas thou wretched! Thou hast sliarcilapart of the 

£ito of Gildipiis, old man, both thou and my unhappy city. 
I Iph. Alas! why is not this [permitted] to mortals, twice 
r to be youths, and old men again, in turn ? For in our houses 
I indeed, if any thing is not in a. good state, we put it right by 
' after thoughts ; but age it is not in our power [to amend]. 
I But if we twice were youths and old men, if any one erred, 
obtaining a two-fold life, we should correct it. For I, per- 
ceiving others begetting children, was both a great lover of 
' children, and was undone with my desire [of them]. But if 
I I had come to this, and, having begotten [children], had ejc- 
* pcrienced what it is for a father to be deprived of his ofl'spring, 
! I should never have fallen into this coil which now [ I sulFer], 
I I who, having begotten and gi-ven life to the noblest of yoiillis, 
I am after that now bereaved of him. Be it so. What does it 
'' behoove wretched me to do 1 To go home ? And shall I then 
behold much desolation of my house, and destitution for my 
life! Or shall I goto the dwelling of this Copancusi Most 
pleasant indeed [it was] to mo before, [when] my daughter 
B yet living; but she is no more, who ever used to press 
my beard to her mouth, and held this head in her hand. But 
L nothing is sweeter to an aged sire than n daughter ; for the 
[ BOuls of mriks arc greater, but less sweet for coaxings. Will 
vith all haste conduct me iuto the house, and give me 
n darkness, where, with fastings wasting away my aged frame, 
t may perish? Wiiat will it avail me to touch the bones of 
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my child 'J O nge, difficult to combiit willi, how, possessing 
thee, I hate thee, and liate whoever desire to lenglheo out ex- 
istence ; with food, with drink, and witli ^pellH turning aside 
the stream, eo as not to die, whom it became, since they naught 
benefit the earth, to pass away in death, and make way for the 
young. 

Chok- Alaa! hither already are the bones of my slain sona 
carried. Take hold, ye servants, of a tottering old woman, (for 
I have no strength throngh grief for my children,) and one who 
has hved for a long time, and is wasting away with many 
griefs. For what greater suffering than this cun&t thou find 
for mortids, tlian to behold their children deadf 

Boy, I bear, I bear, miserable mother, the remains of my 
father from the pile, a weight not light, indeed, for woes, hut 
placing mine all in a little gpace.^" 

Chor "Woe! woe! whither art thou bearing a eubjcct ol 
teurs for the loving mother of the slain, and a little mass of 
cinders in place of bodies^' once i-enowned in Mj'ccnm ? 

Boi. Alaa! alas! And I wretched, re& of my imhappy 
sire, shall lead an orplian life receiving a lonely home, not 
[cherished] in the arms of the sire who gave mc life. 

CuoK. Alas! alas! For where istbe labor of my children, 
where the joy of nuptials, and the nurture given by a niotlier, 
aod the sleepless duties of the eye, and the fond applications 
of the face ? 

BoT. They are gone; thy children are no more, molhcr; 
they are gone. The sky now possesses them wasted in ilio 
emouldering of the tlame, and Ihey have winged their rapid 
flight to Hades. 

UoY. Father, hearest thow the wailings of thy children? 
aliall I ever hereafter, shield in hand, avenge thy death ?^- 

Chor. May it be po, my child. 

Boy. Yet with God's will may satisfaction for my sire be- 
fall mo. Not yet docs this foul deed slumber, "^^ 

" C£ Jiach. Ag. 443. jrvpaBhi iS "IXim fWoir Tre/jTrci fSapi f^yfia iva- 
iuxpiiTini liii-njiiDpof airodoi ye/ii^/jp Xcj3j?TQf tiBtTimi. whi-ili served al- 
~ bC OH opharnplinise of the present passage. 

' Ct jEBeh. Ag. 64, Se/inorijpii -wonav d/ira?.ij-uv i^iaavTc;. 

' I read livrtTiaofioi, with Caater, DinJ. HaLlhia; vainly defends 

' i. 0. it ia not forvottcn. 
Vol. II.— I 
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Chor. Alas ! Enough of groans for my forluoe, and enough 
of griefs 18 present to me. 

Boy. Will the Btream of Asopua yet receive mo, a general 
of the Danaids in golden armor, avenger of my dead fatberf 

Bor Still do I seem to behold thee,*^ father, in my sight, 

Chor- Placing u sweet kiss upon thy chin. 

Boy. And the cheering order of thy words — 

Chor. Js gone, borne in the air. 

Kor. And the griefs of two he liath left to his mother. 

Choh. But gi'ief for thy sire will tici'er quit thee. I hare 
60 great a weight as that which has untlone me. Come, to my 
breast I press [my eon's] ashes. 

Boy. I weep, hearing the most hateful word. It lias 
touched me to tho soul. 

Chor. O tliiid, thou art gone ; no more shall I behold thee, 
the dear darling of ihy mother. 

TuES. Adrastua, aud ye women of the Argive race, behold 
these children bearing in their hands the bodies of their ex- 
cellent aires, which I recovered. With these I and the city 
present thee. But you it behooves lo he mindful to pi-eserve 
gratitude for these, seeing what things ye have obtained from 
me. And to these children I have secretly spohen the same 
words, that they honor this city from one generation to anoth- 
er continually, handing down the memory of what things ye 
have obtained. But Jove be witness, and the Gods in heaven, 
of what things being accounted worth by us, ye wend your 
way. 

AiJK. Theseus, we are conscious of all the good thai ihou 
hast done for the land of the Argives standing in need of 
benefactors. And we shall feel a gratitude never grooving 
old ; for having been treated nobly, we ought to treat you so 
in return. 

Thes. What otlier things does it behoove me to minister to 

Adr. Fare thee well, for thou and thy city are worthy. 
TiiEs- Thia shall be ; and mayest thou too obtain the samc- 
MiNERVA, (suddenly appearing) Hear, O Theseus, these 

'* Hamlat, i. 2. 

"My fathor, methlnkB 1 Bee uiy father. 
Hornt, Where, my lord! 
Haml. In my mind's oye." 
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commands of Athena, which it beliooves thcc to fulfill, i 
having done bo, to benefit your own intorpBts. Give r 
boDes to these boys to bear to the Argive land, letting them 
go thus eaaily; but in requital for thy toils and those of the 
city, first receive an oath. And this mnat Adraatua needs 
Ewear ; he is the lit person, being the ruler, to plight an oath on 
behalf of the whole land of Danaus' sons. And the oath shall 
be — that never shall the Argives bi-ing to this land a hostile 
panoply ; and that, if others come, they will place their spears 
in the way. But if, deserting' their oiith, they shall come 
against this city, lead the invocation that the land of the 
Argivea may perish evilly. And learn from me [the place] 
in which it behooves thee to slay the viciims. You hsive n 
brazen-footed tripod within your house, whiiJi once on a lime 
Hercules, having upturned the foundations of Troy, setting 
out upon another exploit, hade Ihee place ut the Pythian 
hearth. On it, having cut the throe throats of three sheep, 
write the words of the oath on the hollow vessel of the 
tripod, and then give it to tlia God of Delphi to preserve, 
as a memorial of oaths, and a witness to Greece. But the 
sharp sword by which thou shalt have cut their necks, and 
slain the victims, do thou hide in the recesses of the earth 
near the seven funeral pyres of the dead i for being shown, 
it will, if they ever come to the city, cause terror to ihcm, 
and an unfortunate journey back again. And having done 
these things, send the corpses out of the land. But leave 
the holy inclosures, where their bodies were purified with fire, 
to the God, by the Isthmian three ways.*^ To tliec indeed 
I have spoken thus ; but to tho sons of the Argives I speak 
[thus] : Wiien ye are of age, storm iho city of Ismenus, aveng- 
ing the death of your sires who fell, both thou, .t^E^ialcus, being 
appointed a youthful general instead of thy father, and Ihou 
the son of Tydeus, whom thy father named Diomcde, coming 
from the ^tolians. And aa soon as your cliina are shaded 
by a beard, you must rush, a brass-armed host of the sons 
of Danaus, against the seven-gated fortress of the Cadmeians. 
For bitter shall ye come against them, the nurtured cubs of 
lions, ravagers of the city. And it can not be otherwise. But 
being called Epigoui tlirougji Greece, ye shall give a subject 

iaTynvliitt's emandnlion fur 'loeumr OinD. Apollo i* uiennl. 
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of song to those hereafter, such an armament, by the grace 
of God, shall ye send forth. 

Thes. Mistress Mmerva, I will obey thy words ; for thou 
settest me right, so as not to err. And this man I will bind to 
myself by oaths ; do thou but set me right. For while thou 
art well inclined to the city, we shall for the ^ture dwell in 
safety. 

Chor. Let us on our way, Adrastus. Let us give oaths to 
this man, and to his city. For they have before labored in 
a manner worthy to be respected by us. 



HELEN. 



PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

HELEN. 

TEUCER. 

CHORUS. 

MENELAUS. 

OLD WOMAN. 

MESSENGER. 

THEONOE. 

THEOCLYMEKUS. 

MESSENGER EXTRAORDINARY 

CASTOR AND POLLUX. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Herodotus states that Helen never was at Troy at all, but that a 
phantom was sent in her stead, she herself being carried into Egypt. 
Upon this tradition Euripides has constructed the following play. 

As long as Froteus was king of Egypt, Helen remained unmolested, 
but upon his death his son Theoclymenus tried to obtain her in mar- 
riage. In despair she took refuge at the tomb of Proteus, where she 
met with Menelaus, who had been shipwrecked on the coast. A recog- 
nition took place, and by the aid of Theonoe, they effected their escape 
under a pretense of paying funeral rites to the drowned Menelaus. 
Upon discovering how he had been deceived, Theoclymenus, enraged 
with his sister Theonoe for not acquainting him with the fact that 
Menelaus was really alive and present, would have slain her ; but was 
prevented by the intervention of the Dioscuri, 
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TessE indeed are the fair virgin-streftma of the Nile, whicS^ 
in the place of heaven-sent showera, waters the plain of Egypt, 
ivheo the white trnow melts [overj the fields.' But Proteus, 
while he lived, was the ruler of thia land, inhabiting the 
island Pharoti, but the king of Egypt; who marries Paiunar- 
the, one of ihe vii^ina of the sea, when she had left the bed 
of .£acuB. And she bears two children to this house, The- 
oclymenus, a male, [so calledj because forsooth he passed bis 
life reverencing the Gods, and a virgin noble in form, the pride 
of her mother while she was an inliint, but when she aiTived 
at an a^ ripe for nuptials, they call her Theonoe ;^ for she 
knew all things divine, both things that are and shall be, re- 
ceiving the gift from her ani^estor Kerens. But to me indeed 
there is a 'country-land, not unrenowned, Sparta, and my fa- 
ther is Tj'ndarus. And there is a certain story that Jove 
6ew down upon my mother, assuming the form of a swan ; 
that, pretending to flee from an eagle's pursuit, accomplished 
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' I Imve softened the bnrshne^a of tlic pi 
Pflii^lc, wlio well obsorToa that the poet de 
qnotiojt Strobo xv. p. 691, i/iflur iial S/iuwJiov 






I designates Egypt by 

, .... •fum/iov TV Aiji'm-^j 

6^1 TivSeOov a Ncupjof. So Milton, PdraJisa Lost, * "'" 



7vaf. See 
the river, 
•Iniel Aej- 



"Tbiit o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'ii all the land of Nile." 
Tholoverof a " screaming burleBquo" will do well to read the humorons 
parodjofthtB whole prologue in A riatoph. Thesm. BG5 sqq., 'nhere Iniie- 
BilochaB, the brother of Euripides, oppenrs as Helen. For aoma amuaiBg 
remarliB on the incongruities and drolleriei of thia pluy, see Sehlegel, 
I.ect. z. p. 141, ed, Bolin. wlio cnlls it " the merrieat of all tragediea." 
■ Eidothea, in Uom. Od. A. 866. 
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althy nuptials, if Ihia story be true. And I was called 
; and I will narrale the evils which I linvn suffered. 
came [to a contest] of beauty in the Idiean recess, bc- 
3 Alexander, three Goddesses, Juno, and Venus, and the 
Bye-bom virgin, wishing to under^ his judgment of their 
' Venua, holding forth my beauty, (if misfortune 
I beautiful,) so that Alexander may marry it, prevails; and 
'te Idfean Paris, quitting his c&t tie-stalls, enme to Sparta, as 
iiout to possess my bed. But Juno, indignant that she does 
IWt surpass the Goddesses, gave my nuptials with Alexander 
inds ; and gives to the son of king Priam not me, but 
\ breathing image formed of cther,^ making it like myself, 
i he thinks (vain thought l) that he has me, not liaving 
And other devices of Jove go along with these evil."- 
he brought war upon the land of the Greeks, and on tho 
retched Phrygians, that he might lighten mother earth of a 
fowd and multitude of mortals, and might make known the 
mightiest in Greece.* And I was placed in the power of the 
Phrygians, not myself indeed, but my name, as a prize of the 
spear for the Greeks. And Hermes, taking me up in folds of 
ether, having hidden me in a cloud, (for Jove did not nrglect 
me,) settled me in this house of I'rotcus, having choeen out 
the most tcmperato of all mortals, in order that I niight pre- 
serve the bed of llenelaus undefiled. And I indeed am here; 
but my wretclied husband, having assembled an army, is 
hunting out uiy ravishers, setting out to the fortresses of 
Troy. And through me many souls have perished at Sca- 
mandcr's stream, and I, the sufferer of all, am accursed, and 
seem, having deserted my own husband, to have lit up a great 
war against the Greeks. Why then do I yet live? I have 
heard this saying from the God Hermes, that I shall yet dwell 
in the renowned land of Sparta with my husband, he liaving 
learned that I did not come to Troy, so that I could not spread 
my couch for any [other]. As long, therefore, as Proteus be- 
held this light of the sun, I was held sacred from nuptials; 
hut when he was hidden in the gloom of the earlh, the son of 
the deceased liunis me down to miirry me. But respecting niy 
husband of old, I have lallcn a supphant at this monument 

' Head iirro, willi Reiake, Dind. With the following pnssnge com- 
pare my note on Sseh. Ag. 4ICi sqq^. 
* i. e. Achilles. Compare tho notes of Barnea and Muttliiie. 
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of Proteus, tluit it may preserve my betl for my husband ; so 
I that, if througliout (irecce I bear a niimc ol' ill repute, my 
body at least may not pay th« debt of shame here. 

Teucek. Who has the rule over these fortified dwellings? 
Por the house ia fit to be guessed oB one of wealth, since both 
the porticoes are regal, and the mansion well turreted. Hii, 
ye Glods, what sight have I seen ? I behold tliat most hated, 
murderous image of a womiui, who has undone me, atid all 
the Greeks, The Gods abhor thee, in as fur as thou hast the 
likeness of Helen I Hut if I had not held my foot in a strange 
land, with this stone^ well-aimed thou shouldst have died, as 
the consequence of thy likeness to the daughter of Jove. 

Hel. Why, O wretched man, doat thou, whoever thou ait, 
loathe me, and hate me for her misfortunes? 

Teco. I was wrong, and yielded more to wrath than be- 
ne me ; for all Greece hales the daughter of Jove. But 
excuse me for my words, O lady. 

Hel. But who art thou ? from whence hast thou turned 
thyself to the plains of this earth ? 

Teuc. One of the unhaiipy Greeks, O lady. 

Hel. It is not then to be wondered if you hate Helen. 
Itutwho art thou, of whom (born)? It behooves thee to speak. 

Teuc. My name is Teucer ; and the father, who begat mc, 
is Telamon ; and Sa'amis ia the country that nurtured mo. 

Hel, Why then dost thou visit these fields of the Nile ? 

TBtc- I have been driven an exile out of my frtther-land. 

Hel. Thou must be unhappy. And who casis thee out of 
thy country? 

Teuc. Telamon, my father. Whom could you liave more 
friendly ? 

Hel. Through what ? for the matter carries with it some 
calamity. 

Teuc. My brother Ajas, dying in Troy, was my ruin. 

Hel. How? not, surely, deprived of life by thy sword? 

Teuc. A leap upon his own sword destroyed him. 

Hel. Being mad? For who in his senses would dare this 

Tecc. Knowest thou a certain Achilles, the son of Pelens ? 
Hel. He once on a time came a suitor tor Helen, as we hear. 
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Teoc. lie dying, caused among liis allies a strife for his 

Hel. And what ill tlicD does tliis become to Ajas ? 
Tedc. Through another receiving the ornis, he removed 
pmBelf from life. 

Hel. Then tliou art sickening at hie woes? 
Teuc- Ay, because I did not perisii together with him. 
Hel. And didat tbou arrive, O stranger, at the rcoowned 
■y of Troy? 
Teuc- Ay, and having destroyed it, myself was destroyed 

Hei^ For is it already burned and consumed with lire? 
Tecc. Ay, BO that there is not a cletu' vestige of the walls. 
Ue[_ miserable Helen, through thee the Phrygians have 
erisbed. 
Tecc- Ay, and the Greeks besides ; and great evils have 

Hel, How long a time has the city been deBtroyed? 
Teuc. About seven fruil-heaiing circles of years. 
Hel. And how long was the other time you remained in 
prroy? 

Tei'c. Many moons, pnpsing througli ten years. 
Hel. And did jo\j take the fipartan woman ? 
Tecc- Menelaus led bcr away, eeizing her by the liair. 
Heu Diilst thou behold the unhappy woman '! Or doat 
*thou npcak from hearsay ? 

Teuc. Ay, as I see thee with my eyes,^ nothing lesB. 
Hel. Consider lest ye had a visiou sent by the Gods. 
Teuc. Speak of some other subject, no longer of her. 
Hel. Are ye thus certain in your opinion 1 
■ Teuc. [Yes,] for I saw her myself with mine eyes, and my 

Hel. And is Menelaus now ii 
Teuc. He in not yet in Aigoa 

Hei_ Alas ! thou bast told this ill to those to whom thou 

' Teuc. It is rumored that he is vanished with bia wife. 
Hel. Was tbei-e not the same voyage for all the Greeks? 
TEt;c. There was; but a tempest drove each different waysL 

t sec Dindort ' Anibigiiausty. meaning heraelf. 
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Hex- On wlial surface of the ocean main ? 

Teuc- As ihey passed tlic midway waves of llie ^gean 

Hel, And from this lime iJoes no one know of Menelaus' 
aniva)? 

Teuc. Not one; but it is j-umovcd through Greece lliat lie 

Hel. Wc are undone. But ia the daugliler of Thcslias 
alive 1 

Teuc. Dost thou mean Leda,'? She indeed is gone dead. 
Hel. What, did the disgraceful repulalion of Helen destroy 

Teuc. They say so, having fitted her noble neck to the 

Hel, But are the sons of Tjndanis alive, or not alive? 

Teuc- They are dead, and are not dead ; for there are two 
Btories. 

Hel, Which ia tliu better one ? O wretebefl I on account 
of my troubles ! 

Teuc- They say that ihcy two, hkened to stars, are 
Gods. 

Hel. Well hast thou spoken this. But what is the other 
[report]? 

Teuc. That by suicide on their sister's account they breathed 
out life. But enough of discourse, I do not desire to grieve 
twice. But, in the matter on account of which 1 came to this 
regal house, desiring to see the prophetic Thconoe, do thou 
4iid a stranger, that I may obtain oracular responses, how I 
may steer my ship's sail prosperously to the sea-coast land 
of CypruJS where Apollo foretold that I should dwell, giving 
it the island name of Salumis, for the sake of my tbrmer 
country. 

Hel. The voyage itself will show, stranger ; but do 
thou, (tuilling IhiH land, fly, before the son of Proteus, who 
rules this land, aees thee. For he is nbsenl, trusting to his 
bounds, in beast-slaying buntings. For he murders whatever 
Grecian stranger he takes. But for what reason, do not thou 
seek to learn, and I keep silence. For wliat should I avail 
thee? 

Tkuc. Well liOBt thou spoken, O lady ; and may the Gods 
give thee a reward for thy good counsel. But thou, possess- 
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ring a form like Helen's, has not a like disposition, but very 
K different. But ill may she perish, nor come to the Elreams ol' 
I £urotaa ; but mayest thou be ever fortunate, lady, 

Hei- O thou that art beginnio"; a mighty piteous strain of 
I voeii, what groan sha\\ I vie in uttering'? Or what song shall 
~[ commence, with tetvra, witL lamentations, or mourning'^ 
! ye Sirens, winged youthful vit^inp, daughters of 
^rth, woultl that ye might come to [join with] my groan^ 
laving the Libyan pipe, or the syrinx; teara connected with 
wmy lamentable woes, sufferings with sufferings, and diiges with 
[ dirges ; and may Proserpine send companies of singers in liar- 
i nijny with dirges, deadly, deadly, that by teare she may re- 
I Gcive from me the favor of tlie dead who have perished, be- 
[■ neatb her gloomy dwelling.* 

CiiOR, Around the blue-surfaced oeean I ehanced to be 
1 wanning in the sun's golden mys my purple garments," on the 
I tufted hei'bage, and on the fresb-sprung reeds, whence (1 beard 
I the plaintive, unmusical elegj) some nymph uttered a piteous 
I cry, lamenting with mournings whatever it wes she shrieked 
L fiicth, like a Naiad on the mountains, uttering a wandering sad 
Rstrnin,"' and beneath the rocky dells she bemoans the ravish- 
I iBient of Pan. 

Hel. AJas! alus! j-e Grcfiim girlw, prey of the barbarian 
ighip, a sailor of the Greeks has eome, ah 1 has come, hearing 
I lo me tears upon tears, the destruction of lYoy, a care for tha 
I hostile flame, through me the many-slayer, through my name 
I of many troubles. And Leda in the nooae has received her 
I death through grief for my shame. And my much-wandering 
kfausband perishing at sea is no more, and the twin-born glory 
I'Of their countiy, Castor and his brother, huve left, vanishing;, 
r.v&nishing, the horse -trodden plains, and Ihe gymnasia of reedy 
I £urotas, a fit toil for youths. 

Choh- Alas! nlas'. O, for Ihy fortune of much grief, and 
I thy fate, O lady. A life not to be lived Las been thy lot, liaa 

' The teara of moii are the gift and honor (:t;<^"'c(') "! the dead. 
!&\xgk, y/boSB interjiretatioa of the vliole psBaaga I lisve follawed. 
• To improve their oolor. MuagraTe quotes Pollus. i. 49, Jiupei di 
MiU^ i/ii^eaa rijf ffop^^pof J> jSh^tT ""i 6 iiKTif aM/v livaxvpacva, col 

's Mat tliiie's correction for yu)iov. tic translate!: langnam 
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been tliy lot, when by tlij motlier Jove begot thee, rnnspiiimj 
ous in the sky, with the snow-t'olored plumage of a BwHgS 
For whut of ills is wanting to thee ? And what life hast thocfl 
not endured? Thy raolher indeed is no more, and the twi^| 
beloved SODS of Jove are not faring prosperously; and tboiS 
bcholdest not thy country-land, and through the city goea ^| 
report, that beBtows thee, honored lady, on a barbarian bem| 
But thy [husbund]' ' has quitted life amid the waves of the seiJ 
nor wilt thou ever again liless tby father's house and the Go<fiH 
desB of the brazen houee.^' fl 

Hmj., Alus! alas! tvho was it'^ of the I'lu-ygians, or whgfl 
from the Grecian land, that cut down the pine causing teain 
to Troyl Whence having fitted together the destiiictive bail^fl 
the soQ of Priam sailed in a barbarian ship to my hearth, afta 
er my ill-fated beauty, that be might obtain me in raarri^icd 
And the craiVy, many-slayirig Venus, bringing death upon tl^fl 
sons of Danaus and Priam, [sent liimj. O wretched for itrn 
calamity! But she who sits on golden thrones, Juno, the di^fl 
nified spouse of Jove, sent the swift-footed son of Maia, whlS 
carried me off through the air, while gathering fresh ros^l 
buds in my robe, that I might visit Minerva of the brazeifl 
temple, and has placed me unhappy in this land, for an nilJH 
happy strife, a strife to the sons of I*riam with Greece. AnM 
my name has, near the streams of Simoie, an ill report in ■ 

Chos. Thou hast, I know, grievous sufferings ; but it is ex- 
pedient for thee to bear the necessary events of life as easily as 
possible. 

Hei,. Ye dear women, to what a fate have I been yoked ! 
Did not my mother bring me forth as a prodigy to men I For 
neither Greek nor barbarian woman has given biith to a white 
vessel of younglings, in which they say Leda begot me by 
Jove. For my life and affairs are a prodigy ; in part through 
Juno; but of some my beauty is the cause. Would that, be- 
ing sponged out, like a picture, I might again in turn receive a 
foul appearance instead of a fair one ; and would that the evil 
chances, which I now endure, the Greeks had forgotten, but 

y be anpplied from the preceding J.r.i-coi. 
Minerva, ^Fho liad n brozen icmpte i ' "- 
Phereclus, SDCording Ui Homer, IL E. G9 
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Ipr&etved the good [in memory] aa they preserve my bad." 
I Whosoever therelbre, looking lo one fate only, is iil-lreated by 
I the Gods, it is & thing heavy indeed, but may nevertheless be 
E.liome ; but I lie amidst many calamities- First indeed, not 
ll)eing unjust, I am in ill repute; and this ia a greater evil than 
Fthe truth, when any one ia cbai^ed with evils Ite does not 
[ possess.'^ Then the Gods have removed me from my coun- 
try-land to barbarian customs; and bereft of friends, I have 
[ become a slave, bora of freo parents ; for among barbarians 
I all are slaves, save one. But one anchor alone iias supported'" 
BBiy fortunes, that my husband would some time come, and rc- 
B lease me irom ills. He is dead, he is now no more. And my 
I mother is dead ; and I am her murderess, unjustly indeed ; 
f- yet is that injustice mine." And my daughter, who was tlie 
I ornament of mine house and self, grows gray in iinwedded 
I virginity; and the Dioscuri, the reputed twin sons of Jove, 
exist no more. Hut having all things unfortunate, I am dead 
I in circumstance?, but not in deed. And what is the last of 
[ all — if I were to arrive at my country, I should be confined 
y by bars, persons thinking'^ that [the real] Helen had come, 
I who had beeo at Troy with Mcnelaus. For if my husband 
■ were alive, I should be recognized, proceeding to tjie proofs 
by tokens, which would be evident to us alone. But now 
[ Uiere neither is this [hope], nor will he be ever saved. ^Vby 
I then do I longer live* In what misfortune am I deficient? 
> Shall I, choosing nuptials aa a release from ilia, live with a 
, barbarian husband, sitting at a wealthy table* But when a 

L ■' Elognntly rendered l.y WooJliiiU: 

I "Tliinlc hut of wliaC ri:d<)undB not tu my lionor, 

r And still remember my ideal alinnic," 

L Compare King Henry tlie Eiglitfa, iv. 4: 

r "Mon'a evil manneru live in braas; their vivtnea 

I Wc write in wnler." 

I " lean notbetter illustrate this aopliiam (lian by the words of Joseph 

I Snr&ee. "Ay, inndam, to be aura, tliat ii tbe provoting circumBtaoee 

[ ' — vithout foundation ; yes, yes, [here's tlie mortiScation, indeed ; fur, 

l when a seandolous atory ia believed against one. lliem certainly id uo 

I Bomfort iika tlio oonseiouaneBi of boviug deaerved it." Sehool forScaa- 

Ual, iv. 3. 
I •" I prefer ^x"' ^'tli Miisff. Dind. 
I " i. a. I am fnleely phni^tS, yet can not disprove it. 
I " ioKoOvTCC dixit quasi prteceasiaset /i" ttfoitv, H^TiBLa. 
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husband is bitter to a sti-anger iroman, even to be 
bitter. 'Tis beat to die? IIow Ibeti sball I dio iionorablyf" 
Unseemly indeed are hangings aloft, and even among slaves it 
is tbougbt unbecoming; but cutting the tliroat baa something 
noble and glorious, and of little acc^ount is the time to frcQ 
one's self from life.'^ For into Buch u deptb of woes have we 
come ; finco other women are fortunate indeed through their 
beauty, but me has this very thing undone. 

Chor. Do not, Helen, think that the stranger, whoever he 
be who has arrived, has told all things truly. 

Hel. And yet he stated clearly that my husband hod f 
ished. 

Choi[. Many words may be epolicn even to a false pnr 

Hel, Ay, and, on the contrary, clear ones to a tnie.^* 
CiiOH. For thou art carried to calamity rather than to gi 
IlEr.. For a fear, surrounding me, leads me to apprchra 

CiiOB. But hoiv hast thou a kind reception in this hi 
Hel, All are my friends sa,ve he who seeks my 

Chor. Do then, knowcst thou what? Quitting the si 



the 



*IIf,l. To what discourse ( 
ing? 

Chor. Going into the houst 
every thing, as the virgin i 
daughter of Nereus, c 



■ advi 



; art thou slowly cont 



inquire of Theonoc, whoknowwB 
I descended from the i 
inj thy husband, whether 
yet alive, or has quitted the light ; and having well oscertaiiM 
tlie fact, regulate your joy and lamentation according to yoiirfl 
Ibrtunes. But before thou knoweat aught rightly, what will^ 
it prolit thee to be in sorrow f But be persuaded by me ; 
quitting this tomb, mix in company with the vii^n, from 
whom thou wilt know all. When thou hast in these dwell- 
ings the power of learning the truth, why dost thou look 
fartherT And I too wish to enter the house with ihee, an^' 
with thee to learn the propiieciea of the vii^n, for it ii 
that a woman should with a woman labor. 

■' Lo. it little mnttera whether 1 

" uAi/Pei'of is governed by did, l 

ifiniildi'. ItaMi>oar. liutBeeUerm. 



be token fi'uni tba prvec^ing SiA- 
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:nds, I receivo your advice. Ofl, go into tho 
[ bouse, Ihnt lliou mn,;j'cst learn my troubles '\\'itliin t!ie house 
CuOK. TIlou caljcst one not slowly wiHing." 
Hel. Aliis I nnhuppy day, what tearful story ehiill I un- 
F-Tiappy liear? 

Chor. Do not, O dear one, anticipate liuncntaliotis like n 
prophetess of woes. 

IIei.. "What has mj -nTctched husband endured? Doea he 
behold tlie light and tiie four-hoi-se chariot of the sun, and 
[lookj up to Ilio tracks of the stars ? or docs he posaeaa the lot 
of earth among the dead below the earth 1 

Cuoit. Set down tho future, whatsoever it shall be, to tho 
better side, 

HEt. For I have called upon thee, T have sworn by thee, 
the damp Eurotas, green with reeds, that if this report con- 
cerning my husband's death be true — 

Cuou. What unintelligible words are these? 
liEi- I should wisb for the deadly hanging for my neck ; 
■r, I would cause to approach the sword-slaying violence of 
[ a thront-cutljng slaughter, in a contest of tho very steel driven 
i within [andj through my flesh ;-^ a sacrifice to the triple yoke 
[ of Gioddessea, and to tlio eon of Priam who cultivated tho 
I |»pe in Ida near his cattle stalls.^^ 

Chob. Elsewhere may these ills be averted ; but may thy 
I Mate be fortunate. 

Hel. Alas! wretched Troy, thou art perishing through 
I deeds not done,^* and wretched things hast thou under^ne. 
f But in the gilit Venus has produced much blood and many 
t tears, and griefs on griefs, tears on tears, f^ sufferings tUm 
t received.-" And mothers have lost their children, and virgins 
I related to the dead have shorn their trcsaes around the Plirj'g- 
e of Scamander, And Greece has shouted forth and 
I uttered a cry, a cry, and has placed her iianda on her head, 
I and with her nails has wetted her soft-skinned chin, and with 
I l)loody blows. thou virgin, once happy in Arcadia, Gallisio, 



■nipt paaange. 
□posed nbdaclion. 
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who with foui'-footed limba didst once sipjiroEicli tLe bed of 
Jove, Low much more hut^t tliou oblaincj thiin my tDotlicr; 
who in the foi-m of a haity-limbed beuat changed the griefs 
of tby sorrow, in the form of lioaesa wiih savage eye.^'' And 
she too fiDore], whom once od u time Dmna cast out of lici' 
chorns, tlie s(ug with golden lioms, tiic Titanian daughter of 
Merops, on nccount of hur beuuly. But my person has de- 
stroyed, has dcBtrojed the towers of Troy, and the Greeks 
wbo perished. 

Menelacs. O Pdopa, who at Pisa didst once successfully 
contend with (Enomans in the contest of cars with four steeds, 
would thai, when thou, being sawn asunder, didst furnish a 
bouquet for the Gods, thou hadst quitted life among the Gods, 
before thou hadst ever begotten my father Atreus ; Who, by 
his union with Aerojjo begat Agftmemnon and mj'self, Mene- 
laus, a renowned pair. For I think (and this I speak not in 
boost) thikt I directed the largest armament sent hy oars 
ag^nst Troy, leading as a king the espedilion, not by force, 
but rnling over the willing youths of Greece. And one can 
number up some who are now no more, and some who, joy- 
fully escaping from the sea, are bearing tiie names of the dead 
home to their dwellings. liut wretched I am wandering on 
the marine wave of the dark-blue sea through nil the lime 
[since] I sacked the towers of Troy ; and, seeking to go lo 
my country, 1 am not granted by the Gods to obtain this. 
But I have sailed to the deserted and inhospitable retifats of 
libya; and when I am near my coimtry, again the breeze 
drives me b^ek, and never does a favorable wind come npon 
my sail, BO that I may reach my country.''^* And now, a mis- 
erable shipwrecked mariner, 1 have, after losing my friends, 
fallen out upon this land ; but my vessel ia broken against the 
rocks into a great number of ■wrecks. And the lowest plank 
was [alone] left of the varied j oinings, upon which I was with 
(lifHculty saved, through an unexpected fortune, and Helen too, 
whom I have dragged away from Troy. I know not however 

" I am inclined to think tlmt Euripidos Ijas licro followed a scbeme 
of mythology liifferent from tlsnt of other writers ; and 1 am lliereforu 
little diaposed to believe tint Xeaiwijf is corrupt, as Hertnaiia BuppoBea. 
The student will find copious, but most unsQliefBotory, details of the fa- 
bles to wliich Euripides allndes, in the notes of Barnes and Mnegrave. 

" Compare the speech of the firet 'witcli in Macbeth, i. 4. 
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name of this country and t!ic people ; for I was ashnmed 
to fall in with the crowd, bo that they ahould ioquire about 
• these IDJ squalid garments, and I conceal through shame my 
misfortunes. For when a man [oncej in ti lofty station fares 
' ill, ho is wont to fall into an unusual state worse than he vrho 
has been unhappy of old. But necessity wears me down ; for 
neither is food at hand, nor garments round my body ; but this 
may be conjectured,^^' [seeing^ 1 am girl round in the thrown- 
out sheets of the ship. But my former i-ofaes, and splendid 
coverings, and luxurious Testmenta, the sea has snatched away. 
But having hidden in the recesses of a cave the woman who 
is the cause of all my troubles, I am come [hithcrj, having; 
compelled my surviving friends to guard my wife And 1 
am traveling alone, seeking what is advantageous for my 
friends there, if perchance I can by a discovery lay hold of 
it. But perceiving this dwelling, suri'oanded with battlements, 
and the majestic portals of some weidthy man, I have ap- 
proached. And there is a hope that sailors may receive eomc- 
tbing at least from a wealthy house ; but of those who have 
not the means of life, none, even if they wished, could have 
the power to assist. Ho! what porter will come from the 
house, who will tell my ti-oubles [to those] within? 

OiJ> Woman. Who is at the gates? Wilt thou not betake 
thyself ti'om the house? nor, by standing at the gates of the 
vestibule, give trouble to the masters'? Or wilt thou die, 
being a Greek by birth, for ivhom there is no regard? 

Men. O aged dame, well dost thou speak all these wordn. 
I Alay I — for I will obey — but defer your speecb.'" 

Old W. Away ! for this dnty is laid on me, stranger, that 
I no Greek approach this dwelling. 

Men. Hold ; do not stretch forth thine hand, nor drive me 
I away by force. 

Old W. For thou ai't persuaded of naught that 1 say, 
I Thou art the cause. 

Men. Tell it to thy masters within. 
Old W. To thy cost, I think, I should tell thy words. 
Men. I am come, a shipwrecked stranger, a race lo be not 
f without an asylum. 

Old W. Go, then, to some other house instead of this. 
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Men. Not so ; but I ivill pass by witliin ; ami Jo tliou be 
persuaded by me. 

Old W. Know that thoii art troublesome, and thou wilt 
soon be pushed away by force. 

Men. Alas! where are my renowned armaments? 

Oi.D W. There, perhaps, thou wast a man to be worshiped, 
not so here. 

JIen. O fortune, how unwortliily liavc I been dishonored ! 

Old W. Why dost thou bedew thine cyehds with tears? 
Wherefore art thou in grief? 

Men. In reference to my former liappy fortunes. 

Old W. Wilt thou not, then, going away, give thy tears 
to thy friends? 

Men. Hut what country is this^ And of whom are these 
the regal abodes ? 

Old W. Proteus inhabits tlieso dwellings, but the land is 
Egypt. 

Men. Egypt ? wretched me ! whither indeed have I 
^led? 

Old W. Why is the race of the Nile to be blamed by theet 

Men. I find no fault with it. I mourn my fate. 

Old W. Many fare ill, not thou, foi-sooth, aJone. 

Men. Is the king you name in the house 1 

OiJ) W. This is his monument ; but his son rules the land. 

Men. Where then is he? Is Jic from home or in tho 

Old W. lie is not within ; but he is most hostile lo the 
Greeks. 

Men. Having what cause, from which I suffer? 

Old W. Helen, the daughter of Jove, is in this house. 

Men. How sayest thou? What tule hast thou told? Tell 

OldV. Tlie diiughter of Tynclarus, who was once at 
Sparta. 

Men. Coming from whence^ What meaning iiaa this af- 
fair? (aside.) 

Old W. Journeying hither from the Laceiicemonian land. 

Men. When ? Surely I have not been robbed of my wife 
out of the cave, (asiife.) 

Old W. Before that the Greeks came to Troy, stranger. 
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But go from llie house, for tLcre is in tlie divelling a calnmity, 
ty which the royiil house ia disturbed. And thou hast come 
no opportune lime ; for if my master catch thee, de:ith 
■will be thy guest. For I am well inclined to the Greeks, not 
so [bitter to them] as the bitter words I have uttered, fearing 
my master. 

Men. What shall I speak ? what shall I say 1 for I hear of 

present calamities following the past ; if I indeed have come, 

bringing my wife, who was taken captive, from Troy, and 

she is preserved in the cave ; but some other woman, hiiv- 

ing the same name as my wife, dwells in this house. She [the 

old womanj said indeed that bIic [Helen] was bom the daughter 

of Jove. But perhaps there is some man by tlie banks of 

Hiie, possessing the name of Jovel For in heaven there is 

but one. But where on the earth is Sparta, stive only where 

are the streams of Eurotas with beautiful reeds f And the name 

of Tyndarua is applied to him alone. But what land bears the 

juuneof LacediemoD, and what: of Troy? I indeed have naught 

to say. For many persons, it seems, in the wide earth p 

the same names, and city the eame with city, c 

woman. There is nothing then to be wondered at ; i 

will I fly from the fear held forth by that woman. 

ia no man so barbarous in disposition as that, ha\ 

my name, he will not bestow food. Bcnowned is 

of Troy, and I, Menelans, wfio kindled it, am not 

in the whole earth. I will wait for the ruler of the house ; 

and [this resolution] has for mo a two-fold protection. If 

t indeed he be a cruel wretch, I will, having concealed myself, 

k go [back] to the wreck ; but if he yields to nny sofhiess, I 

I will crave the things conducive to my present misfortunes. 

f But being a, king one's self, it is the extreme of evils for us 

[ wretched to beg of other kings for sustenance ; but it needs 

I must bo. For it is not my saying, but the saying of wise 

' men: naught has a greater power than terrible necessity, 

CnoK. I beard tlie pi^jphetic maiden, who appeared and 
I gave out the oracles to Ihe royal household,^' how that Mene- 
I laua has not yet passed through murky Erebus, being hidden 




i. e. t» Helen. 
not eonsult tho oracle, 
IB commodi. 
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in the earth ; I u 1 md on ^o. 

sea, he has no je ou he he po f un r 

wretched in his wandenn of e n nd o fn nd 
(til maimer of and d awin^ d h h foo h o 

oar, from the T o an nd 

Hel. Hither I am come 11 n o lesa ofth onb 
learned pleasing news from Theonoe ; who knows all things 
truly. For she says that my husband, yet dwelling in the 
light, beholds the light, ^* but wanders, having sailed through 
iiinumorable seas, hither and thither ; and that he will come J 
not unexercised in wanderings, when indeed he shall obtain oAJ^ 
end of his troubles- But one thing she did not say, whethei 
on hia arrival he will be saved. But I stood off from dearly fl 
asking this, being delighted, since she said that he was ] 
served for me. And she said that he was somewhere t 
this land, having been cast shipwrecked with a few friends-'T 
Ah I wilt thou come to me! How longed-for wouldst thou 
cornel Ha! who is this? surely I am not stealthily attacked 
through the devices of the impious son of Proteus ! Shall 1 
not, like a swift foal, or Bacchanal of the God, unite my limbs 
with the tomb? But this is some man, savage in appearance J 
who seeks to take me. 

Men. Oh thou who art striving forward with terrible**'! 
hastening to the base of the tomb and the burning cakes,^*'! 
remain ; why dost thou fly ? How, after showing thy persoaB 
to my view, dost thou bring astonishment and an inability tol 
speak 1 

Hel. I am wronged, women ; for I am kept off from thej 

" MacbeHi, i. 3. 

" Wanry seven niglits, nine timea nine, 
Sliall lie dwindle, peiik, and pine; 
Thongh his bark can not be lost, 
Yet it shall he tempeet toss'd." 
" Does not jroSa j)f(M;ijTTO/(e(iof rather mean " landing," 
" drawing nij;h the nheet ropet" 

** Pflugk'a defensQ of this moat chimay pleonaam faib to 
me of its gennineness. I should coadema tlie Terse $ '""vi 
olSe, ^alv iv ^ti, as a decided interpolBtion, introduced by ai 
ybt, wbo did not perceive that the sentence ira9ii> . . . ci'ijopu 
amed by Wytii', implied in J-dyorf. 

" SohKifcr on Bos Ellips. p. 68, icilAv for iEinon. 

" Muagrave qootoa Pollux iv. 18, d 61; /ip8n<rraTi)c, icpoi 



P^Sli HELEIT. [551—678. 

sepulchre by tbia men ; and he wishec, having seized me, to 
^ve me to the tjrant &oin whose nuptials I fled. 

Men, We arc not iLievcs, nor ministers of bad men. 

Hel. And yet thou hast an unseemly garb around thy 
body. 

Men. Stay thy swift foot, dismiesing fear. 

Hel. I Blay it, since indeed I touch this place. 

Men. Who art thou 1 What sight, lady, do I behold in 
thee? 

IIel, And who ail thou? for the same question pos- 

Men. I never saw a frame more like — (asiiie.^ 

Hel. O Gods, for a God it is to recognize those dear, (osidc.) 
I Men. Grecian art thou, woman, or one of the country? 

Hel. Grecian ; but I also wish to know lliy [country]. 
I Men. I perceive tiiee, lady, most like to Helen. 

Hei.. And I thee, indeed, to Mcneluus ; nor know I wb^t 

Men. Tliou hast well recognized n most ill-fortuned man. 

Hel. thou who after a long time bast come inio thi 
hands of thy wife! 

Men. Of what wifef Touch thou not my garmcnts- 

Hel. She whom Tyndarua my father gave thee. 

Men. thou light-bearing Hecate, send favorable vi^ons. 

Hel. In me thou beholdest not a night-seen minister of 
Hecate 

Men. No one man is born husband of two wives. 

Hel. And of what other marriage-bed art thou tbe lord? 

Men. [Of her] whom a cave hides, and [w)iom] I am 
cariying off from the Phrygians, 

Hel. None other than myself is thy wife. 

Men, Am I then in my senses, bat mine ej-e at fault! 

Hel. For dost not thou, seeing me, think that thou seest 
thy wife? 

Men. Tby body is like [to hers]; but clearness of decision 
is wanting to me.^' 

Hel. Consider. But in tliis^* no man is a better judge 
than you. 

, _.._ , . ^ oi uviiTrapcir^'Ta! /ini. Pflcok. 
' tA S" oMctt is on emendatior of Wyttcnbach'fl, received by Din- 
I dorf, but, in my opinion, hardly eatiffnctury. 
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Men. Thou art like [her]. Tliia at least I will not deny. 
IIel. Wild ollicr than thine cjee shall teach thee? 
Men. In this I am at fnult, th»t I have another wife, 
Heu I came not to the Trojan land ; but it was a spectre. I 
Men. And who makes bodies capable of sight !^" 
Hei- The ether ; whence thciu Iia^t a wife made by u God. 
Mkn. Which of the Gods was tlic moulder 1 for thou telleet 
unexpected things. 

Hel. It was an cschaiige effected by Juno, that Paris 

Men. How then wast thou hero and at Troy at the same 

Mel. My name might be in many places, but not my body. 

Men. Let mo go ; I have come posBCBsing grie£j enough. 

Hel. What, wilt thou leave me, and bear away that vain 
spouse'! 

Men. Ay, and fare thee well, because thou art like Helen. 

Hel. I am undone ; having found ihee, I shall not pOBeest. 
a husband. 

Men. The might of my labors there'" persuades me, not 



thoi 



r BhaU I ever 



wretched Ihan IT 
lome to the Greeks 



. Woe's me 1 ' 
Those dearest desert n 
nor to my country. 

Messsnqer. {entering) Menelaus, after seeking thee, I find 
thee with difficulty, having wandered about the whole of this 
barbarian land, sent by thy surviving friends. 

Men. Wliat is iho matter f Are ye plundered by the bar- 
barians'? 

Mess. [I am come], having a marvel [to teli of], less in 
name than in fact. 

Men. Say; since by this hasle [of thine] Ihou beorest 
some new tidings. 

Mess. I say that thou hast vainly undergone innumerable 

Men, Thou weepcst ancient ills. But what is your news? 
Mess. Thy wife has departed to the folds of the sky, waft- 
ed from view ; and she is hidden in lieaven, having quitted 
! sacred cave, where we were guarding her, [and] having 

" i. o. living figarea. Menelons was no Fiaakcnalidin. 

w i. c. Bt Troy. 
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! spoken thus itiiicli : "0 tniscrnblo riiiygtans, and yo all 
, Greeks, througli me, by tbo art of Juno, ye died at the bonks 
I of Scamander, thinking that Paris, who hod not Helen, did 
' have her. But I, after I bad reui^ned as long a time as it 
I beliooved me, preserving the decree of fate, wilt go to heaven 
I my father} but tbo hupless daughter of Tyndarus has vainly 
boi'ne evil reports, being in nothing guiltj'." O hail! thou 
I daughter of Leda, thou wort here. But 1 told of thee as hav- 
1 ing gone to the recesses of the stars, naught knowing tbat 
I thou bearest a winged body. I will not again permit tbce to 
I mock UB ; since vainly at Troy didst thou give troubles to thy 

husband and allies. 
I Men. This is it. The true words of this woman have 
come together. O longed-for day, tbat has ^ven theo to van 
to receive in my arms. 
, Hkl. O Menelaus, most dear of men, the time indeed is 
\ ancient, but tbo pleasure is lately near at band. With delight 
I have I received my husband, friends, throwing around [bimj 
I my loving hand afW a long Inpeo of light-bearing days. 
I Mes, And I [embrace] thee; but having many things to 
I tell of common interest, I know not with which I now shall 
I first begin. 

Hel. I rqjoice, and I, bird-like, am uplifted .ir to tbo hair 

erect on my bead,*' and I shed the tear [of joy]. But around 

' thy limbs I cast my hands, now that I receive delight. O 

husband, sight most dear! 
I Men. I do not blame thee.''^ 1 posscEs my wife, the daugh- 
ter of Jove and Leda, whom by lamplight her twin brothers 
on their white steeds blessed, ah! bles.'ied in former times; 
bnt the Gods conveyed thee from me. 
I Hel. But the deity leads on to another fortune better than 
I this, and evil has brought thee and ine to good, O husband, 
I after a long season ; but nevertheless may I enjoy my fortune. 
I Men. Alayest thou indeed enjoy ; in this same prayer I 
I join, for of the two one can not be wretched, the other not. 
[ Hel. My friends, my friends, we no longer mourn past 
I evils, nor do I grieve. I have, I have my husband, for whom 
I I have waited, waited to come for many u year. 

I " Woodhiill: "Joy raiaea my exulting crest, Ibeso teara Arc teara 

I of ecetaay." 

I " 0^ i/iffi^itv, I am no longer dissatisfii^d. 



Men. Thou Last mc, and I have tbce 
difficulty pfiHsed tbrough numberless yw 
plans of llie Goddess. But niy joyous'^ tears have more of 
joy than grief. ■■ 

Hei_ What can 1 say? Wiio of mortals would ever have 
hoped for this? I hold thee unexpected to ray hreaat. 

Men. And I llicc, who waat thought to have come to the 
Id^an city and unhappy towers of Troy. By the Gods, how 
wast thou removed from mine house ? 

Hel. Alas ! alas ! to a bitter commencement thou art com- 
ing; alaa! alas! and a bitter report art thou tracking. 

Men. Speak ; for all that b brought to pass by the Goda 
may bo listened to. 

Uei. I abhor the story; what kind shitll I introduce'? 

Men. Yet speak. Sweet is it in truth to hear of hi- 
bore.^* 

Heu Not to the couch of a barbarian youth with a flying 
oar,'-'' and with the winged love of lawless nuptials [did I go} 

Men. For what deity,"' or what fortune robbed thee of Ihy 

HEf_ The son of Jove, of Jove, O husband, has caused me 
to approach tlio Nile. 

Men. Marvelous things [thou telles-t] of ihc sender. O 
fearful tale 1 

Hel. I have wept, and I now wet mine eyelids with tears. 
The wife of Jove has destroyed me. 

Men. Juno? Desiring to add what of ills* 

IIei. Alas ! for my woes, for the baths and fountains, 
where the Goddesses beaulitied their forms, [and] where came 
the trial. 

Men, Did Juno bring on thee these ills on account of that 

Hei_ [Ay], that she might take away love — 
Men. How 7 Speak. 

" But xopl""-''''''- Eliualcy'a emandotioii, ia prefcri'pd Ijy Din Jni'f, nod 
nlraoat by Pfluet 

" i. e, of Inbops pBst. C£ Androm. p. 18, iXk' tiSi tdi ouWito 

*' C£ CfltnlL iii. 4, "Bivc palmulia Opus foret volare, sivo linteo." 
*' It ia perbapB worth while toabserve tbattho early ubLsaiaal menn- 

iags of iaiiiuv, especially in Earipides. iLro moat elaborately discussad 

and illustrntfd by Rudolf on OoelluB Li " " " 
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IIel. From Paris, to whom [Venus] had by her nod given 
me. 

Men. O wretched one, 

Hei. Wretched, wretched one ! Thus ghe caused thee to 
approach Egypt. 

Mes, Then ehe gave a phantom in thy stead, as I hear 
from you. 

Hel. But for the sufferings, the Bufferings at home, O 
mother, woe is me 1 

Men. "What sayest thou 1 

Hel. My mother is no more. TLjough me, an ill-wedded 
disgrace! she fastened the strangling noose. 

Men. Ah me! And is thy daughter Kennione alive? 

Hfi.. Unweddcd, childless, husband, she with shame la- 
ments my nuptials no nuptials. 

Men. Paris, who hast utterly destroyed my house, these 
things have destroyed both thee and myriads of brazen-armed 
Greeks. 

Hei. Dut me, ill-fiited, accursed, the God cast out from my 
country, from my city, and from thee, ip that I, not leaving, 
left thy house and couch for sliameful nuptials. 

Cttoit. If ye can meet with prosperous fortune liereafler, it 
will avail against the past. 

Mess, Menelaus to me also give some of the pleasure, which 
I too am hearing, but do not clearly possess. 

Men. Thou too, old man, sliare our discourse. 

Mess. Is not this the authoress of our troubles at Troy? 

Mkn. Not she, we were deceived by the Gods, having a 

d" imago of vapor in our hands. 

Mess. What sayest thou ? Did we then vainly undergo 
(oils for a cloud t 

Men. This was the deal of Juno, and the strife of the three 



Mess. And is this woman i^ally and truly thy wife ] 
Men. Herself; believe this on my assertion. 
Mess. O daughter, how variable is the Deity, and inscru- 
table ! Bat well 1 ween he turns things around, bearing them 
hither and tliither. One man toils; another, who has not 
toiled, in turn evilly perisliea, possessing firmly nothing of his 
fortune, which is only for the 1imo being. For thou and thy 
*' Valck. Cypitv, moist. 
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husband did shore in troubles, thou indeed in words, but h 
Lis ardor for the deeds of the Bpear. Itut hastciiiDg, when h 
haeteDedhe obtained naught, but now he fares most fortunate- 
ly, having obtained good spontaneously/^ Then thou hast not 
disgraced thf old father and the Dioscuri, nor hast thou done 
such things as are reported I Now I again renew the hymen- 
eal rite, nod call to mind the torches, which I bore, running 
beside tlie four-horsed chariot: anil thou in thy car quitted 
thy happy liome with tliis man as liis bi-ide. For base is that 
man who regards not his mostera' aifiiirs, and does not rejoice'* 
and grieve t<^ther in their good and ill. May I, indeed, al- 
though bom a servant, be numbered among generous slaves, 
not having the name, but the mind of a freeman. For better 
is this than, being one man, to be subject to two evils, boili to 
have a bad dispof^ition, and to be taunted by others as the 
slave of neighbors. 

Men. Come, aged man, many lahore hast thou perform- 
ed near my shield, having toiled through them with me; and 
now having shared in [the news of] my prosperity, go, tell 
the tidings to our surviving friends, how you have found these 
matters, and in what state of foilune we are. And [bid 
thcmj stay on shore, and wait for my contests that remain, 
and which I expect, and to keep watch [if] wo can by any 
means steal away this woman from the land, in order that by 
coming to one point of luck, we may, if wc can, be saved from 
the barbarians. 

Mess, These things shall be, O king. Although I have 
witnessed how trivial and how full of falsehoods aro the words 
of seers. There is nothing sound in the flames of fire, nor in 
the voices of winged birds. And foolish indeed it is even to 
suppose that birds- can benefit mortals. For neither Calchas 
said nor signified to the army, when he saw his friends dying 
on account of a cloud, nor Helenus ; but the city was destroyed 
in vain. You will say it was because the deity did not wish 
it [that th^ should speak]; why then do we consult seers? 
It behooves us, sacrificing to the Gods, to ask for good things, 
but to let alone prophecies. For this was invented as naught 



ia slightly inverted, iJie et^nae boing fj^uu aira- 
fiara, wpuaari eirvxiaraTa. 

" After ivyyc^Oc stijiply liyaOoic. Sutli a zeugma ia comiiioa in 
prove rhiftl phrases. 
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1 bait to life j ntid no odg, being a slu^ard, ever grew 
on divinalioDS. For discernment and prudence are the 
I best of prophets. '" 

Ckob. My opinion, too, concermng prophets tends to the 
I same point with this old man's. If one has the Goda as his 
iriends, he has the best divination in Iiis house. 

IIei- Be it po. Thus far matters stand well ; but to leam 
how tbou, O hapless man, wost saved from Troy, is indeed no 
proiit ; but there is a certaia desire for friends to hear tlic 
troubles of friends. 

Men. In truth thou hast aeked me many things in a single 
sentence and by a single road. Wliy should I tell ihco of the 
shipwrecks in the .Mgeaa Hea, of the iircs lighted in £ubo3a 
by NaupliuB,^' and of Crete, and of IJbya, to which cities I 
turned my course, and of the look-ouls of Perseus.*^ I could 
never satisfy thee with the story, and telUng thee my troubles 
I should still grieve. In suffering 1 whs troubled ; and I should 
I thus be pained twice. 

mons fitly'^^ than I asked thee. 

rs], tell mo one thing. For how 
■ e wanderings upon 



Hel. Thou hast spokeii 
I Kut, leaving all [pother 
' long a time hast thou been tossed ii 
1 the surface of the sea ? 

Men. Year after year^' i 
I have passed througl 



n addition to the ten years at Troy, 
n revolutions of years. 
HEr- Alas ! alaa ! a long time thou tellest, O hapless one. 
And being preserved from tlence, thou art hither come to 

Mek. How sayest thou ? "What wilt thou say ? How hast 
■ thou undone me, woman ! 

Hkl. Thou wilt perish by the man whose house this is. 

Men. Having done what deed worthy of this misfortuoe? 

Hel. Thou art come unexpected and a binderance to my 
[ nuptials. 



r. p. 72. 

=' Ct Scrv. on Virg. ^n. xi. 380. 

" At one estramity of tlie Egyplian Delia. Ct Ilcrod. iL 15. 
" !. e. with greater prudence tlion I ahowed in asting the quoBtion. 
" Litcraliy. "■year-wiae, computing by years." 

•' Dindorf dan omitted the hne i/tity' ijf Tu'^iora T?/f ff Q:ruAAaj»ri{ 
I jflovDf, with Vnlcbenoer. 
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Men. What, lias some one wished to wed my wifo? 

Hel. Ay, luid to work tlmt inault on me, wljicli I havo 
dergone.'* 

Men. Some one of private influence, or ruling tlio land ' 

Hel. The son of Proteus, who governs this country. 

Mem. This is that riddle which I heard from the servant. 

Hei_ Standing at what barbariaji portals? 

Men. These, from whence I was driven like a beggar. 

Hel. And wast thou craving sustenance? O wretched 

Men. The matter indeed was sucli, but it had not this lu 

Hei.. Thou knowcst then, as you seem, all about my nu| 
tialsl 

Men. I know ; but this I kt 
caped the nuptials 7 

Hei- Know that thy bed h: 



whether Ihou hast e 
violate for 



been preso 

■e] of this? for thou tellcBt 

happy scat of mc a suppliant 

the ground, O wretched one ; 



Ihee 

Men. What evidence [is thei 
pleasant things, if true. 

Hbl. Dost thou behold the u 
at this tomb? 

Men. I see a couch strewn o 
but what have you to do with it? 

Hbl. Here I have kept beaecching an escape from nnp- 

Men. Through lack of an altar,or after barbarian customs? 
Hel. This has been defense for mc equal to the temples of 
the Gods. 

PJHen. Is it not then allowed me to ship thee homeward? 
Hel. The sword, rallier than my bed, will await thee, 
Hen. Thus I shall be the most wretched of mortals. 
Hei. Do not then be ashamed [to flee], but escape fi-om 
this land. 

Men. Leaving thee? I have destroyed Troy for thy Bake. 
Hel. For it is better than for my bed to cause your death. 
Men. Thou speakest unmanly acts, and unworthy of Troy. 
Hel, Thou wilt not slaytheking, aa thou pei'haps aimest at. 
- Men. Has he then a body invulnerable to the sword? 

Hfj_ Thou wilt see ; but to dare what is impossible is not 
the part of a wise man. 

" Vil DS a bIuvo. Cf. VB. 2S3, ioi?iii nadiarjix', ova' iXevBcpuv asro 
Haithla 
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ce give him my hands to bind! 
a, difficulty, and there is need of 



^ 



IN. Shall I then in ulei 
;i. Thou art come to 
contrivnncc. 

IN. For better is it to die T)y doing than by not doing. 

;l. There is one Lope, by -wliich alone we may be saved. 

Men. To bo purcliased, or dared, or depending upon words'" 

Hel, If the tyrant were not to hear of thy arrival. 

Men. And who will tell [binij of me 1 lie will not surely 

know who I am. 

Hel. Wittiiii he has an ally equal to the Gtods. 
IIen. Some oracular voice shrined in his dwelling! 
Hel, No, but his sister ; they call her Theonoe. 

name for oracles ; but say, what is she doingt 
Hel. She knows all, and will tell her brother thou art pres- 
ent. 

Mkn. Tiien I shall die; for it is impossible for me to lie 
concealed. 

Hel. If we could both by any entreaties persuade her — 
Men. To do what thing f Into what hope dost thou lead 
me? 

IIei- Not lo tell her brother of your presence in the hindt 
Mkn. And having persuaded her, could we separate our 
footsteps fi-om the land ? 

IIel. Easily, in common with her, but not by stealth. 
E Men. It is thy work ; since n woman is fitted for n woman. 
B Hel. She shall not have her knees untouched by my hands. 
V Mem. Hut what if slie will not receive our entreaties? 
" Hul. Thou wilt die; and I unhappy shall he wedded by 

Men. Thou wouldst bo a traitress. Thou usest that force 
OS a pretense. 

Hel. Hut I have sworn a saered oath by thine head. 
Men. What sajeat thou^ tliat tliou wilt die, and never 
change thine husband 1 

Hel. Ay, and with the same swoi-d; and I will lie licsidu 
thee. 

Men. On these terms touch then my right hand. 
Hel. I touch it, [swearing] that if thou diest, I will quit 
" "s light. 

k Men. And I, deprived of thee, will end my life. 
^ Hel. How then shall we die, so as to obtain rcnownl ' 
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Men. Ilnving slain thee on the back of the tomb, I 
slay myself. But first we will engage in a, mighty contest 
thy bed ; and let him wlio will, draw nigh. For I will not 
diagvaca my renown at Troy; nor shall I returning to Greece 
obtain much reproach, who deprived Thelis of Achillea, and 
have seen the death of Ajax the son of Tclamon, and the son 
of Ncleus;''' but for ray own wife's sake shall I not think fit 
to dicT Ay, most decidedly, for if the Gods are wise, they 
will with light earth'^ cover iu tlie tomb the valiant man, who 
has fallen by the enemy, but cast the craven beneath 
mound of earth. 

Ciioii, O Godfl, at length may the race of Tantalus be pi 
pcrouB, and be freed from ills. 

Hei.. Alas! me wretched. For thus am I in fortune, O 
Menelaus, We are undone. The prophetic Tlieonoc is coming 
out of the palace. The house resounds, as the bars are loos- 
ened. Fly; but how canst thou fly? For both absent and 
present she knows that thou hast eonio hither. O wretched 
one, how am I undone I For thou, after being preserved from 
Troy, and from a barbarian land, will, coming to barbaidana' 
swords, fall t^iin. 

TiiEOS. (folloieed by two female attendants) Do thon in- 
deed lead the way, bearing the light of lamps, jind with sul- 
phar pui^e the holy conseerated^" recess of the air, that we 
may receive the pure breath of heaven- And do thou in turn 
purify with cleansing flame the path, should any one havo 
violated it, by treading with impious foot; and shake the 
pinC'brand, that I may pass through. But both of you, 
having performed this law of mine, take back the flame of 
the health into the dwelling. Helen, what, how stand ray 
divinations? T'hj husband Menelaus is plainly come hither, 

" This la MuBe'Ti''e's neceaaarj emendation for Oijotuf, Tor Aoa 
and PolynicBtor tlolli lelumed enfa fi'om Ti'oy. 

■• CL Ale 4U2, KOii^a aoi xCu" hnlvude -rriaai, with Monk's 

" I read dciau i!^ m/iroOca/iov alBepot livxif, tulphure luilra aifie 
tecfoncm tanetit legibta cantecralutB, with Ffiugk and Dindor£ 
oWfpof eeetaa equivalent to Trrvxal, aa in vs. 44. On the onat" 
MuBgTttTe, Fi>r Seiov Pflugk eonjpares Horn. Od. X. 481. +. ( 
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rived of hia sljip.i, nud of Ihiiie iiUMge. O wretched one, 

I from wbat toils having escaped didst tliou come, nor knowest 

I whether thou wilt return liontc, or remain here. For there ia 

a strife among the Gods; anil a council coocei-ning thee will 

1 lie this day sitting near Jove.^" Juno, indeed, who before 

L was hostile to thee, is now well inclined, and wishes to bring 

I you safe to your country with tiis [your wife], that Greece 

suy learn that the nuptials of I'nris, tho gift of Venus, were 

[ pretended nuptials. But Venus wishes to destroy thy re- 

t turn, that she may neither be convicted, nor be seen to have 

purchased [the palm of] beauty by a foolish marriage wilh 

Helen. But the result rests with me, whether, as Venus 

' desires, having told my brother thou art here, I shall deplroy 

I thee; or, on the other hand, siding wilh Juno, 1 save thy lilr, 

I eoncealing thee from my brother, who appoints me to tell 

1 liim of this, when thou chanccst to arrive at this land. Who 

I will go to tell my brother that this man is here present, that 

I I may be safe 1 

Hel. vii^in, I fall a suppliant at tliy knee, and am silting 
I JU a seat°' not blesi, both on my behalf and this man's, whom 
tTnth difficulty at lengtli having found, I am on the very point 
'ng dying. Tell not to thy brother that this my husband 
e into these most loving hands ; but save him, I beseech 
■thee; and for thy brother do not desert thy piety, purchasing 
TbOBO and unjust thanks. For the deity hates violence, and or- 
r dcrs all men to obtain what may be acquired, not through plun- 
\ der.ci For the heaven iseommon to all mortals,^^ and iheearth. 
D which it behooves us dwelling in our houses, not to have 
I other men's goods, nor to seize them by force. Itut Hermes, 
! by the will of heaven''* indeed, but sadly for me, has given 
,e to thy father to preserve for this my husband ; who is pres- 

" Or rather, "will b[C by Jove." Tliipeipoc Taay be illuetrated from 
>id. Met. i. fab. 4, B sqq. Virg. ^n. x. 2 sqq. With reference to llie 
WUoj-Df 6tuv, or "Gonseneua Deorum," c£ Araaud, do DJis IIi^e- 

Sopb (Ed. 



" Cf. PhiEn. 300. yow-atre!; fdpoj- irporniirwu 

2, TiiPOf jToff" ISpa; — SoufErE. 

" Is ipirayiig = aix 6art ipiruiciv, Hipp. 276, uaiT^ ff elf diriorsois 

fV. MATTmA, 

_ " The verae larcoi S 6 irXoSTof (Wmof tic Cv, baa bean IhrowD out 
■'bj Hena. 
■ "* jioicapiiJi. 



911—854.) HELETT. 

ent and desires to tnko me away. How then, dyin 
take me away? And how could he cier restore the living 
ihe dead 1 Now consider the will of the deity and of thy ai 
whether the deity and the deceased would wish or m 
restore again the property of their neighbors. I think [tb 
would]. It behooves tliee not to iittucli greater weight to tl 
siUy-miiideJ brotlier than thy good fatber. But if, I 
prophetess, and believing there are CJods, thou shall bre 
through tliy father's justice, and do favor to thino u 
brother, 'tia base indeed that thou shouldst know all tl 
divine, what is, what is not, but not know things just, 
deliver wretched mc from the ills in which I lie, giving t! 
as ft by-deed of fortune ; for there is no one among i 
who hates not Helen ; I who am bruited through Gr 
Laving betrayed my husband, and dwelt in the wcnlthy n 
siona of the Phrygians. But if I come to Greece, i 
tread the land of Sparta, they hearing, [and] seeing, tlmt it 
by the contrivance of the Goila they perished, and that I n 
not the betrayer of my friends, will again on the contrary r 
store me to [the repute of] modesty, and I shall dower n 
daughter, whom no one marries ; and quitting my bitter w 
deringB here, I shall enjoy the wealth tliat is in my house. 1 
ifindeed this man dying had been consumed on thefuneral p 
I should with my tears have cherished him being far awt 
but shall I now be deprived of him, who is alive and wf 
Not so, O virgin ; but I implore thee tliis ; grant me this £ 
vor, and imitate the manners of thy just sire. F 
tlio direst renown for children, whosoever being sprung frofl 
a good father, arrives at the same manners as his parents. 

CiiOG. Piteous indeed are the words just spoken, and pitia 
ble too art thou. But I desire to bear from Menelaus v ' 
words he will speak on behalf of hia life. 

Men. I could not endure to fall prostrate at your knee 
nor to bedew mine eyelids with tears ; for, becoming a 
1 should very greatly diagraco Troy."' And yet they h 
that it is the part of a man well bom to shed the tear ii 
his eyes in misfortunes. But not even this honorable a 
honorable it be, will I choose l>efore a courageous soul, 
if indeed it seems good to thee to save a stranger, and me m 
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astty seeks to rocover my wife, restore her, f 

; but if it (loea not seecn good, I ehitll be not nrt^tclied 
V for the first time, but often [before], and thou wilt ap- 
1 wifked wornnn. Hut those things which we deem 
orthy of ua, and just, and which will chiefly touch thine 
art, I will gladly auy near this monument of thy sire. O 
man, who dwelleat in this stone tomb, restore [her], 
( dcmitnd back of thee my wife, whom Jove sent hither for 
thee to preserve for me. I know that thou being dead canst 
never make us restitution, but this woman will not think fit 
that her father, who was once moflt glorious, should hear re- 
proaches, being called upon from below, for she now has the 
power."' O nether Hades, thee loo 1 invoke as ally, who 
hast receive*! for the sake of this woman many bodies that fell 
by my sword, and thou liast thy reward. Either then give 
them back again to life, or compel this woman who seems to 
bo better than her impious sire, to give back my nuptials. 
But if ye rob mo of my wife, 1 will tell theo what argu- 
ments she has omitted. By an oath, O virgin, (that thou 
mayest know il,) we arc hound first to do battle with thy 
brother ; and he or I must die ; the word is simple. But if 
he does not in the fight oppose foot to foot, but seeks [to slay] 
by starvation us suppliant at tliis tomb i it has been detenn- 
ined by mo lo slay this woman, and then to drive this Iwo- 
cdged sword to my heart, upon the summit of this tomb, that 
Btreamsofbloodmaytrickle down tlie burial-place; and we shall 
ailerward lie, two corses on tliis polished tomb, an undying 
grief to thee, and reproach to thy sire. For neither thy broth- 
er nor any one else shall wed this woman ; but I will lake 
her away for myself, if not to my house, at lenst to the dead. 
What is this? turning myself to woman by teorf, I shall bo 
1 object of pity rather than a man to act. Slay, if plea.sc 
I thoe ; for thou wilt not slay me in<;ioriously i but rather indeed 
l')>e persuaded by my words, that thou mayest be just, and I may 






rife. 



Chor. it is for thee, O damsel, lo decide the question. But 
fdo thou give judgment so as to please all parties. 

Theon. I am both born to act piously, and willing lo do 
; and I love myself, and I would not stain the renown of 
ftij father ; nor would I grant a favor to my brother by which 
" KVfiia is eipUined by va. SST.Ti^or iT i*' l/iuv, i. r. Ji. 
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I shall appear mrumous. But in 
shrine ol'juBlice; and having thi 
or to pi'cserre Mcnelaug. And 
thee, I will place my vote 



the 



oe there is by nalure a 
from NercuB, I will ci 
inco Juno wishes to benefit 
same side ; and may Venus 



be propitious to me, although she has never marched w 
and I will endeavor to remain a virgin forever. Hut as to the 
matters of which thou hast spoken as a disgrace to my fa- 
tlier at this tomb, there ia the same language on my part. I 
should be guilty of injustice, should I not restore fthy wife] ; 
for he would, if living, have given back to her to posseaa thee, 
and thee to [possess] her. For in sooth there is vcngeaDce for 
these matters both umoDg the dead, and to all men above. Tha 
mind of the deceased lives not indeed, but has an immortal 
intelligence, falling into the immortal ether. Tliat I may not, 
then, make a long speech, I will be silent as to the things thou 
hast besought me ; nor iu folly will I ever be a fellow coun- 
selor with my brother ; for I benefit him, though not seeming 
to do so, if from impicly I make him holy. Do ye Ihen your- 
selves find out an escape ; and I, getting out of the way, will 
keep silence. But begin ye from the Gods, and beseech Venus 
indeed to let thee return lo thy country ; and that Juno's re- 
solves may remain in the same state, which she entertains for 
the safety of thee and thy husband. But thou, my deceased 
&ither, as far as I have strength, shall never be culled impi- 
ous instead of pious. {Eril TiiEONOE.) 

CaOR. No one, being born urjust, has over proepored ; but 
injustice are there hopes of safety. 

Hei- Menelaus, we have been saved by the i irgin ; but 
henceforward it belioovcs thee, producing reasons, to combine 
a common conlrivancc for our safety. 

Men, Hear then indeed. Thou hast long been in the 
dwelling, wid host been bred up with the attendants on the 
king. 

IIel. Why dost tliou say this 1 for thou bringest hopes as 
though about to do something for our common good. 

Mem. Couldst thou persuade any one of those who guide 
the four-horse chariots, so as to furnish us with a car ? 

HEr- I migiit persuade; but what flight can we lake, being 
ignorant of the plains and the barbarian land? 

Men. Yoq mention a thing impossible. Come ; wliat if, 
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e to flay the king with thia 

silent, if tliou 

n which flying wo might 
wa had. 

in Bay auglit wise- Art 
roTxk, not being dead? 
f I gain by saying eo, I am 

1 the itDpious [king] 



f hiding myself in the house, I wer 
I two-«dged sword T 

Hei, Hia sister Mould not suffer it, i 
(vert about to slay her brother. 

Men. But neither is there a ship, ii 
F lie saved, for tho sea poB 
Iel. Listen, if even 
I thou willing to be reported dead ii 
Me-v. 'TU a bad omen ; but "' 
ready to die in report, not dyini^ 

Heu And truly we will escite pity ii 
by female cuttings of hair anil groanings. 

Mem- But wbat meuns of siifety does this furnish for us'j 
For there is eomething of simplicity in the design. 

Hei^ I will request the tyrant of thia Innd to make a 
[ burial in an empty tomb,^^ as though you bad died by eea, 

Ies. And su[ipose lie permits ; how then shall we, having 
1 given an empty tomb to my body, be saved without a ship 1 
I Hicu I will urge him to bestow a ship, in which Lc will 
F place adornments for thy coffin to be thrown into the arms of 
r the deep. 

f Men. How well host thoa spoken of tliis, eavo in ono 
L thing, should he bid thee make the burial on the land I The 
pretense will bring nothing with it. 

Hex. But we will say that it is not the custom in Greece 
to inter on land those who die at sea. 

Men. In this again thou art right ; then shall I sail with 
thee, and place the adornments on board the same bnrk ? 

Hel. It behooves thee especially to be present, and thy 
sailors, who escaped from the shipwreck. 

Men. And truly if I lay hold of a ship at anchor, man shall 
Btand by man sword in hand. 

Hei.. It Ijehooves thee to decide on all (his. Only let there 
[be escorting breezes to the sail, and to the ship a course. 

Men. It will be so ; for the Gods will put a stop to my 
I troubles. But from whom wilt thou say thou bast learned 1 
im dead 1 
Hel. From thee. And do thou say that thou alone hasE 



Sdipai ii used in four djiferent Benece in Eurijiidt's: 
I trary: S. to permit to bo interroi] ; 3. to honor with ancmiitviombv 
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II lltie pnBGage ; 4. to bum the dead bodies. Sec Beck's index. 
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escaped dentil, suiling \yitli the son of Atrcu?, and tliat j 
saw liim perish, 

Mein. And truly these rags, the coverings of my body, t* 
bear witness concerning the wreck of the ships. 

Hei,. [Things] have happened opportunely, which ibrmerfp 
were inopportunely lost; and that unhappinesainayperchat 
fall out happily. 

MiOJ. But docs it behoove nio lo enter iho house with thee, 
or shall we sit quiet at this toiiibf 

Hkl, Stay here; for even if lie seek to do thee any wrong, 
thia tomb and thy sword will protect thee. But I, going into 
the house, will sheur my locks, and will exchange my white 
garments for black. And on my cheek I will throw the nail, 
[drawing] blood from the skin. For great is the struggle, 
and I perceive two incliaations of the balance; for I must 
either perish, if I be detected iu my plans, or come to my coun- 
try and preserve thy life. O hallowed Juno, who reelinest on 
the bed of Jove, give two unfortunate beings a rest from their 
toils, we beseech thee, stretching our hands direct up to heav- 
en, where thou dwellest amid the varied spanglinga of tho 
stars. And thou, who didst obtain [tiie prize of] beauty for 
my nuptials, thou Venus, daughter of Dione, do not destroy 
me. For enough is the injury, wherewith thou hast in- 
jured me before, presenting among the barbarians my name, 
not my body. But if thou wilt slay me, suffer me to die 
in father-land. Wherefore art Ihou insatiate of ills, practic- 
ing loves, deceits, and cunning devices, and philters causing 
blood in houses'! But if thou wert moderate, in other re- 
spects thou art the sweetest of Goddesses to men. I speak 

Cnoit. On theo I call, who sittest in thy scat of song*^ be- 
neath the foUagcd nooka 5 thee, the musical bird of sweetest 
warbling, the plaintive nightingale. Come, O thou that 
through thy dan cheeks"" dost trill thy lay, a partner in my 
dirge, and singing the tearful toils of hapless Helen and of the 
Trojans under the spears of the Greeks; Paris,'' who came, 

" I have treated iiojiae'ia anl 9i1kov( as a henJiQclyi On the mean- 
ing ofpoiiaria aee Pflugk o 



'■° Ejtpreased tjy Ariulaphanea, At. 211 aqq. 

" Join of loMcv — iipa/ie — Iluptr ^livaya/jof 

for the natural ordor would be this: ikOk dtidi 



.cv — iipa/ie — Iluptr ^fivuya/jof, trnnapoeir 
:dor would be this; ikDiixci' 
ndpai aluoyatum. 0; l/ioXev. — Vrt 
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IjAo came to the plains [of Gieece] with liarbarian oar, who 
coursed the waves, bringing from Lacedtemon thy nuptiiUs un- 
happy to t)ie sons of Pnam, when he had oblaiued jthee] 
hy the gift of Venus. But many of the Greeks, having 
breathed out their life by the spear and hurlings of atones, 
possess sad JIudes, having caused the mounting locks of thdr 
wives to bo shorn ; and dwellings exist without bridegrooms, 
fiut a man with a single bark'^^ having kindled up u bui'ning 
flume, around sea-^rt Eubcea, [and] having fallen upon the 
Caphcriun roc*a and the marine coasts of the jEgean, de- 
stroyed many, having lit up a deceitful light.'^ But the mount- 
ains of Maleti were without ports, when there rushed far from 
bis country on the gale of the winds [a man] bearing tu his ship 
in barbarian guise a prodigy, no prodigy, but strife on strife 
to the Greeks, a cloud, the divine image aeut by Juno. Wheth- 
er it was a God, or not a God, or something between,''^ who 
of mortals can aver,'*'' having searched out to the very end, so 
m to discover, nlio [indeedj perceives the counsels of Iho 
Gods flitting hither and thither in unexpected, contradicloiy 
turns of fate? Thou art the daughter of Jove, O Helen, for 
tliy winged sire begat thee in the bosom of I^eda. And yet"" 
thy report through Greece is that of an unjust wretch, a 
bclrayer, a faithless, godless one; nor have I [to say] what b 
clear among mortals. I find the word of the Gods (o bo 
tru& Foolish ye, as many as obtain [the renown of] valor 

" Becauac Nauplius wna cnri-ied from Tioy to Eubo-a in a, ebip. — 
nEnuAHN. If we reu.ll ufi^ipvToi' wiUi Maluiiic, icaril must be spp- 

" ffapSupov aroXuc can not, I tliink, signify " cloBsi advorsna bnrlMiroa 
profects?," as Fllugk supposes, and tliere seems little doubt that a nev 
•euteuce should comroeiiue at dM/J£i>'. 1 have therefore adopted Eer- 
manu'fl bold, but. 1 lliiut, certain omendtttion, u^/^evq i' fipta (iLo old 
reading) MuXfo, (JopiSupi"' aroXa; Sr" lavro JraTpiiuc uir-X"/'- Tvop, t. o. t. 
Iplv tpioi iavaCni, He observes, " vcl aententia oatondit, (iU.il iaeptam 
easo, quia isti inter se oppoui nequeunt. Est id a metrioia adjeetum, 
enin exoidtsset IpiSi post Ipiv. Id metro atropliico eonfinnatur. 'Epiv 
dieit belli ad Trojcm, Ipiai autom refertur ad procorum Helenic inter 
BG conleutJonetn." 

'* Cf. .^aeh. From. 115, rif &l/i<l wpoalnTo, /i' i^icyyi)c, fltoovrof, ^ 
BpOTtia^, i KCKpn/Uvji. 

" " ' tbia paesngc, but, I think, with littia n«- 

Pflugk, but Din Jorf rightly 




1162—1188.] HELEN. 231 

by war, fooUslily resting from Ihe toils of mortala''' in tho 
Bpeare of valiant war. Foi' if the contest of blood is to determ- 
ine [men's quarrels], never will strife leave the cities of 
men ; which'" left the dwellings of tho land of Priam, when 
it was in their power to decide by words the strife concerning 
thee, O Helen. But now they indeed are the core of Hades 
below, and fire, like the liglitning of Jove, has fallen on their 
walls, bringing sufferings on sufferings in calamity to miser- 
able Troy.'"' 

[Bifcr TiiEOCLYMENtja, from hunting.'\ 
Theoc, O hail, thou tomb of my sire ; for I have interred 
thee at the outlets [of my palace] for the sake of my address- 
ing it. For ever on going out and coming into the house, 
this thy son Thcoclymenus addresses thee. Do ye indeed, O 
servants, remove the dogs and the nets for the wild beasts into 
the regal dwelling. But I indeed reproach myself much, in 
that we do not punish tho bad with death. And now I Icam 
that some one of the Greeks is openly come to this land, and 
has escaped^" the notice of the ^patch, either as a spy, or seek- 
ing to steal away Helen. But bo shall die, if indeed he be but 
caught. Ha ! I find, it seems, every thing evilly done ; for the 
daughter of Tyndarus, having left empty her seat ut the tomb, 
has been convoyed away from this land. Ho ! open the doors, 
remove the horses from the stable,"' yc servants, and bring out 
the cliariots, that, as far as trouble is concerned, the bride, 
whom I aim at, may not escape me, being carried off from this 
land- Stop! ibr I see her, whom I meant to pursue, present in 
the liouse, and not fled away. Tliee I address. Why hast thou 
put black garments on thy form in exchange for white? and 
from thy noble head bast shorn the locks, having brought 

" There is aornetliing wpong here, jcruofle dopof uiUoiou re Wj^aift 
Herm. Dind. iruflovf BavuTuv, Seidler, 

'" Whnt is meniit by a!) Matthias enys, "puto Ipiit^ vel u^iiUai." 
Bat this woald ba exactly the reverau of the truth. But I by do [neins 
hold for altering lAnroii, with HermBnn and others. I liave very little 
doubt that tba only correctioa wnntedis (i(scil. ffw^i^^ilt' Iptv) npia/iii. 
La. "throniih which the Bona of Priani left the earth, (i. o. died.) when 
they niight^" etc 

" Dinilorf seems rifiht in regarding this Tcrse oi a (tlosa. 

" The Greek afiy/itvo; iparcpis ipi, uifixcru 6i AiiUuv Toig onojrmif. 
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[upon tliom] (he steel? and why art tiiou weeping and he- 
. dewing tby tJieek wiih tears? Is it through being persuaded 
I by nightly dreams that thou lamentest, or having heard some 
I report from home art afflicted in thy mind with grief? 

IIel. My lord, for now I address you by this name, I am 

undone ; my slate is vanighed, and I am nothing now. 
' TuEoc. And iu what state of calamity art thou? What 
' has befallen ? 

IIei- Mcnelaus, alas! bow shall I say it? — is dead for me. 

Theoc. 1 rejoice not indeed at tby words, but in some re- 

I spects I am fortunate. How doet thou know ? Docs Theonoe 

i«ll thee this? 
L Hel. Both she says so, and he who was present when he 
L perished. 

I Theoc. "What, lias any one come, who tells this clearly? 
I Hel. He has come. And may he come, as I should wish 

' Theoc. Who is it? Where is he? that I may learn more 
clearly ? 

Hel. This nian, who sits crouching at this tomb. 

Theoc. Apollo ! how conspicuous he is in unhappy garb ! 

Hkl. Alas ! I fancy my husband too has such another. 

Theoc. liut of wliut country is this man, and whence has 
' he come to this land ? 

Hel. A Greek, one of the Acbaeans, a fellow- voyager with 
my husband. 

Tueoc. By what death does be say Menclaus died? 

Hel. Most piteously, amiiE the wet sui'ges of the main, 

Theoc. Kailing where in tlie barbarian seas? 

Hel. Falling among the harborfess rocks of Libya. 
I Theoc. And bow did not this man perish, sharing in the 
I Bbip? 

I Hel. The worse are sometimes more fortunate tbaa the 
I good. 

r Theoc. But where leaving the fragments of his ship, is he 
I present? 

I Hel. Where I wish he had perished, and not Mcnclaua. 
I TitKOC. He is no more. But iu what bark came [this 
I man]? 

I Hei. Sailors met with and took him up, as he says. 
I " An equivoque, as in vs. 1205, 1215, 1226, 
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evil senL to Troy instead o 
e of cloud- It is gone to the 



Theoc. "VVliere indeed i. 

IIei. TLoi 
sky. 

TnEoc. Priam, and land of Troy, liow vainly liave ye 
perished '. 

IIeu And 1 shaved the calamity with the sons of Priam. 
TiiEOC. But has she left her husband buried, or hides him 
in the earth ? 

Hel. Unhuried, alas ! mo wretched for mine ilia. 
Theoc. On this account hast tliou shorn the locks of ihy 
yellow hair ? 
^_. Hei. Foi' he is dear, whoever he is, being here. 
^L Theoc. Is tliia calamity rightly bewailed? 
^B Hel. Would it be a light thing for thy sister to die? 
^" Theoc. No indeed. How then? Wilt thou still dwell at 
■ tbia tomb T 

Hel. Why dost thou mock me, and not leave alone the 

Theoc- Thou art faithful to thy husband, flying from me. 
Hel. But not so longer. Now begin my nupliols. 
Theoc. Thou hast come [to this determination] late, but 
nevertheless I commend this. 

Hkl. Knowest thou then what to do? Lot us forget all 
that has passed. 

Theoc. On what condition? For let favor come in relum 
for favor. 
■ Hei„ Let MS plight a truce, and be thou reconciled to me. 
^y TuEOc. I yield up my hostility to thee, and let it fly away. 
^K Hkl. By thy knees then, sinc« thou now art a friend — 
^^ Theoc. Seeking what thing, hast thou stretched out thy- 
self as a suppliant to me? 

Hei» I desire to inter my dead husband. 
TiiEoc But what interment ia there for the absent? Wilt 
thou inter his shade? 

Hel. It ia a custom with the Greeks, whosoever dies at 
sea — 

Theoc. To do what? ITie sons of Pelops in sooth are 
clever at sucli things. 

Hel. To bury in empty shrouds of vestments. 
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Itaisc a tomb where thou wilt in tLis 



Theoc. Bnry then. 
I land. 

Hei> We do not thus inter sailors who hare perished. 

Theoc. How then ? I tun deficient in the customs of the 
t Greeks. 

IIel. Into the sea we cast what arc due to the dead. 

Theoc. "What then sLuU I furnish thee for tlie dead? 

Heu I know not i for I am unskilled [in such raatfers], 
hftTing before been happy. 

TiiEoc. O stranger, thou host indeed brought an acceptable 
message of words. 

Men. Not so to me indeed, or to the dead. 

Tiitxic. How do ;e inter the corses of those who die at 

Men. According ais each person has means at hand. 

Theoc Speak in respect to expense, whatever you wish, 
[ for this woman's sake. 

Men. The blood of a victini is first offered to the dead. 

Theoc. Of what victimf tell me, and I will comply. 

Men. Decide thou thyself. For whatever thou sLalt give, 
yill suffice. 

Theoc. Among the barbai-ians indeed tho custom is a horse 
)r bull. 

Men. In giving it indeed, give thou nothing mean. 

Theoc. Wo do not lack these [beasts] in our rich herds. 

Men. And biers empty of the body are brought [well] 
Bpread. 

Theoc. This shall be; but what other thing is it the cus- 
) torn to offer? 

Men. Brazen-wrought arms ; for he loved the spear, 

Theoc. These, which we shall give, will be worthy the sons 
L of Felops. 

Men. And the other beautiful fruits which the soil bears. 

Theoc- How then? In what way do ye cast them into 
) the wavcf 

Men. A ship, and those who stand at the oar, must bo 
I present. 

Theoc. And how far does the ship put out from londt 

Men. So far, that the surge [around tho keel] can scarcely 
[ bo seen from land. 
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TuEOC. Why irdecf), and from what cause, does Greece rc- 
Bpe(^t this custom? 

Men. So that the waves may not cast tlic oblations back 
to land. 

TiiEOC. A swift going Phoenician oar shall be furnished. 

Men. It will be well, as a favor at least to Menclaus. 

TuEoc. Wilt thou be sufiicicnt to do these things without 
this [woman]'? 

Men. Tliis is the office of a mother, a wife, or of children. 

Theoc. It is tho task of tbis woman, as you say, to inter 
her husband. 

Men, It is piety at loa.st not to rob the dead of their due. 

TnEOC. Be it so ; it is for my interest to train up a pious 
wife. But going into the house, I will bring forth adornments 
for tho dead, and I wiU send thee away irom the land not 
with empty hands, having done these things as a favor to this 
woman. But having bi-ought me good tidings, instead of thy 
ragged garb thou shalt receive vesture and food, so as for thee 
to return to thy country, since indeed I see thee now in a 
wretched plight. But do thou, O wretched one, not for things 
which can not be mended, ^^ • « « • wasting away thyself. But 
Menelans has his lot ; for thy husband, being dead, can never 
live [again]. 

Men. 'Tis thy task, damsel. It indeed behooves thee to 
love tbj present liusband, but to let alone him that is dead, 
for this is best for thee under circumstances. But if I arrive 
in Greece, and obtain safety, I will cause thee to cease from 
thy former reproach, if thou be such a woman to thy consort 
as it becomes thee to be. 

Heu These things shall be, nor shall my husband ever find 
fault with me ; but thou, being near, shalt thyself know this. 
But, O wretched one, go within, and obtain a bath, and change 
Ihydress. Without delay! will do thee a kindness; for thou 
wilt with better will perform the rites due to Menelaus, if 
thou meetest with such things from rao as is befitting. 

Chor. Once^* on a time with hurried step the mountain' 

" Dindorf seems to hare acted injudiciously in mnrkiog thia lacuna, 
nhen the aimplo conjecture of £lmal«y, rpi^ov ecavrf/v, received by 
I-fliigV, fully compietea the aenae, 

" The opinion of critics since the time of Ilenth aeerai to be almost 
unaolmous in condemning tliia Chorus ns nn unsuitable introduction 
from another ]>lny. See however Pfliigk'B note. 
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roaming niollier of tlie Gods rushed tlirough tbe woody groves, 
and the river etrcam of waters, and the deep-roaring billows 
ol' tbc Ben, id anxious desire of her departed daughter, not to 
■be namcd.*^ And the Bacchic cymbala sending forth a pierc- 
ing clang, loudly shouted, when the Goddess, having yoked 

I her chariot to wild beasts, [sought] her who bad been snatched 
away li'oin out the circles of virgin dances ; and with [her] 
were damsels, wilh feet as swift as the storm ; Diana with 
Iter bow, and the Gorgon in complete armor with her spear. 
But [Jupiter], looking down from his heavenly [sent], brought 
to puss another fatc.^° But when the mother ceased from her 
swift many-wandering toils, seeking out the stealthy tracks^' 
of her daughter's abduction, she passed indeed the snow-fed 

I heights of tbo Idtean nymphs, and slio casts [herself] down 
in grief upon tbe rocky snow-covered thickets, and not witli 
plowings fertihzing for mortnls the plains of the earth desti- 
tute of grass, ^^ she destroys the race of tbc people; and sends 
not fresh pasture of rich-leaved tendrils for the flocks. And 
the life of cities failed ; and the sacinfices of the Gods ceased, 
and cakes burned not on the altars, and she stopped the dewy 
fountains of crystal waters from gushing forth, ^^ raving througli 
grief for iier daughter. But when Fhe put a stop to the ban- 
quets of the Gods and of the human race, Jove, softening the 
bitter wrath of the mother, said : " Go, ye holy Graces, go, 
comfort with your voices^" the grief of Ceres^' in wrath for 
ber daughter; and ye Muses with the bymns of tbe donee, 
and the skin -stretched drums with earthly*^ sound of brass. 

" i. c. ProBevpine. Eespecting the confusion of Cerea nlid Cybele, see 

Pflngfc. 

' " Tlirougliout lliis difficult passage, tlie brncketcil words sre but an 

' nncertiiiD attempt to liU up the Esiiee. I luust I'efer tbe reader to Diii> 

I dorTa colleation of notes for a selection of conjectures, noiio of tchich 

aipear to meet the dilEculty completely. The supplement of Zci^f anil 
pdvuv after vs. 1317, is due to O. Bni^ea on Troad. p. ISO. 
I " But Matthiie reads /uiurcirinicT' dnSpovf. ' 

" i. e. uare uj^Xoa ilvat. 
i " tK0aKiiv is intransitive, aceordlogto Pflngi. In tbe next line L. 
I Dindorf rends akacri,!. 

I " Bat for ula}.^ Botbe reads liAdv. Wo must read ^$a/l?.<i£iir', witli 
I the old editions. 

" rp for Till'. L. Diun. 

" ^Baviav. bocfttise rtbouading along tlic earth. Translate "p^-^l- 
I idg," "rumbliog." 
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Tlieu first the fairest of the deities, the Goddess Venus, 1 
smiled, and received in lier hands the deep-toned flute, i 
lighted with the atrmo. Him, whom^^ it is neither tawfil 
nor pious, thoa hast inflamed in mnrriage-beda [with lov ** 
and thon, daughter, haat obtained" the wrath of the migl 
roathcr, not reverencing^^ the sacrificcB of the Gods. 
power indeed are the dappled skins of deer, and the green 
the ivy wound on the sacred wands, and the circular whirlim 
of the rhombus^" in the air, and the hair wildly disheveled ii 
honor of Bacchus, and night-vigils for the Goddess. fBut 
well did the Moon overcome her in the day. Thou ulone prc- 
vaileat in beauty.t^' 

Hel, In respect to matters in the house we are fortunate, 
O friends ; for the daughter of Proteus, who aids our escape, 
having been asked about my husband being present has not told 
her brother ; but for my sake says that he, having died, beholds 
no longer the light. Most beautiful arms indeed has my hue- 
band snatched upj for the weapons he was about to let down 
into the sea, these he himself bears, placing his noble hand on 
the handle [of the shield}, and taking the spear in his right 
hand, as indeed jointly toiling in a favor to the dead. And 
before the dedd ho has his body equipped in arms for battle, as 
being about to plant a trophy over numberless barbarians by 
his hand, when we embark on the oared ship. And having 
(hanged his shipwrecked dress for robes, I decked liim out, 
and gave his skin to the bath, a washing in the river dew after 
a long time. But I must be silent ; for he that thinks he has 
my nuptials ready to his hands is coming out of the house ; and 
we crave thy good-will, (to (Ac Cfiome,') controlling thy tongue, 
that, if we can, ourselves being saved, we may save thee also-'" 

Theoc. Go tbrth in order, as the stranger directed, O 
een'anls, bearing the marine burial offerings. O Helen, do 

" I bavo foUaned tho common reading, only antntituting hv for iliv, 
witb Canter. Bnt^iru(itwof ffoJi^if -ean notbeorUie meftaing assign eil 
intlie common interp ret n lion. Tlio mostplnnsible canjacturo seems to 
lio Dindorra on {i. o. Pluto) ob Bc/u^ a" oii& iaia 'Einjjwac hi ;■«(■ 9ai.u- 
flotc. 

" Bather "iram cohibniati," as evident from vs. 1358 sqq. Dikdorf, 

" miaaclii^iniaa, SeUL Dim]., whieli yielila better sense. 

" fion^, Mnsgrava, quoting Schol. Apol. Rhoi _i. 1139, Th;(/3oc, 
r/»;riaiiof, &v aTpiip<yvair ifiaat, ruHTOirTti, Kill ofiT^f KTv-ncr uTzOTcloiai, 

" Versos corruptisaLmi. Dimdohf. 

" Remove tbe comma after vs. ISSB, antl restore Kparetv re. Dind. 
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thou, if I seem not to speak ill to thee, be persuaded ; remain 
here. For being present tbou wilt do the same things to thy 
husband as if thou wert not present. For I fear lest some 
wild passion, seizing thee, induce thee to cast thy body into 
the biliows of the sea, struck with the fond remembrance of 
thy former Bpouse; for greatly dost thou bemoan him, though 
not present. 

IIel. O thou new liusband mine, it is necessary to honor 
one's first nuptials and marriiige connections. But I, through 
loving my husband, would even die with him. But what 
gratification is it to him for rae to die with the dead? Let 
me then go myself and give a burial to his corse ; and may 
the Gods I>eatow what I wish on thee, and ou this stranger, 
because ho aids me in this toil. But thou shaJt bave tne such 
a wife in your house as is fitting; since thou art benefiting 
Menelaus and myself; for these matters indeed are comiug to 
a certain fortune. }iut command who is to give us a ^ip, in 
which wo may convey theso things, that I nuiy receive the 
iiivor fully. 

Theoc. {to an atientlaiii) Go then, imd give to these a Si- 
donian ship of fifty oars, and men to stand at the oars. 

Hei., "Will not this man wlio adorns the toidb govern the 
sliipt 

TliEOC- It particularly behooves my sailors to attend to him. 

Hei_ Order it again, that they may ciciirly learn it from 

TuEoc. Again I order it, ay, and a third time, if it is plcu- 
ing to you. 

Hel. Mayeat thou profit [by it], and I by my plans. 

Tiieoc. Do not now waste too much thy form with tears, 

HiiL. Tliis day to thee shall prove my gratitude. 

TiiEoc. The matters of the dead are naught ; but the la- 
bor is in vain. 

Uei-' There is both there and hero of tho things I mention. 

Theoc. Thou shalt find me no worse a husband than 
Menelaus. 

Hel. Thou art in naught to blame, it is the buaincsa of for- 
tune only. 

TiiEOC. This rests with thee, if tbou givcst thy good-will 
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I shall not now be taught lo love my friends. 
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TiiEOC. Dost Ihou wish that I myself, joining in the tas 
Bhoultl send out the expedition? 

Hel, By no means. Be not a servant to thy servants, O 
king. 

TiiEOC. Well then I 1 leave alono the laws of the sons of 
rdops i for my dwelling is pure ; since Menelaus did not 
here breathe out his life. Hut let some one go and tell my 
officers to bear tbc bridal gifts into vaj palace. And it be- 
hooves the whole land to resound with joyous hymns, the 
hymeneal song of me and Helen, that it may be to be envied. 
But do thou, O stranger, go and give to the arms of the sea 
these things in honor of the former husband of this woman. 
Again hasten to tiie house, having [with you] my wife, that, 
after you have enjoyed the nuptial feast of this lady with me, 
thoa mayest set sail for thine home, or remaining, maji3st be, 
happy. 

Men. OJove, thou art called both Sire and a wise Godi 
look upon us, and remove us from our troubles. But Etrenu> 
ously assist us who are dragging onr circumstances against a 
cragi and if you touch us with even the lip of your finger, we 
sbiA come to that pitch of foKune whither we fain would 
come. But enough of the labors wo have before labored. 
Hear me, O Gods, that I may obtain many good things, free 
from pain.^* For I deserve not always to fare ill, but to walk 
with step erect. But bestowing one favor on me, ye will ren- 
der me hereafter fortunate. 

CuoR. O thou awift Phoinicirtn oar of the Sidonian [ship], 
mother'"" of fi-otliy billows ; thou that delightest in rowing, 
chorus-leader of the dolphins that gambol pleasantly, when 
the sea is quiet in its breezes, and the cierulean daughter of 
Ocean, Galaneia, thus speaks : " Stretch forth your sails, leav- 
ing them to the sea-breezes, and seize your oars of fir, O 
sailors! Ho! sailors, escorting Helen to the Bafe-harboring 
shores of the house of PerseuB."" Perchance thou mayest 
meet with the daughters of Lcucippe by the river wave, or 

" I rend nwlijofl^ /ioi, ffrol, iroXXil xp'i'"'' f/'oi ruxeiv itu?.ti7r'. with 
Ilerai. Dind. The eonmion reading is destitute of meWiing, Pfliigk 
LoE attempted the foltowing interpretation : " testes vos eiepe adliibiii. 
Dii, ut qnam essem probiia quamque idem niiaer cognoacoretia." (lu 
Ilorm rum's eorractian ni^fiv is without reBiincn.) 

"" i. e. oauflitig lliurti to rise. See Musgiave's Dote. "" MyceniB, 
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before tbe temple of Pullas, joining afler a. long seoGon in the 
diinceBand revels of Hyacinthiis, ii nightly delight, with whom 
[Hyadnthua] FhcebuB contending, unwillingly slew him with 
the quoit-end; whence'"' the boh of Jove ordered the Lace- 
dtcnioniftD laud to hallow n day for the sacrifice of osen ; 
and the heifer,'"^ whom ye two left in your house * ■ • " for 
whose nuptials the torches have not yet shone. Would that 
wa might wing through the air, like"" Libyan birds in Socks, 
that quitting the winter storno, return, persuaded by the very 
old voice"'^ of their leader, who screams aloud, as he flies 
over the unwetted and fruitful plains of the land. O ye 
winged long-necked sharers of tbe course of the clouds, go 
ye beneath the middle Pleiads and nightly Orion, and pro- 
chum the news, lighting on Eurotaa, that Menelaua will re- 
turn home, having captured the city of Dardanus. May ye 
come, O Bona of Tyndarus, driving your borse-cbariot through 
the sky, under the eddyinga of the stare, ye who dwell in 
heaven, preservers of Helen, upon the dark-blue wave of the 
sea, and the caerulcan foam of the waves whitening on the 
sea, sending to sailors gentle gales of winds from Jove. And 
avert from your sister the disgrace of barbarian nuptials, 
which she possessed, troubled on account of the Ida?an con- 
test, she who came not to the towers of Troy erected by 
Phnsbus. '"^ 

Mess. king, we have fonnd matters in the house'"" in 
the worst stale, so that thou wilt hear perhaps new troubles 

ToEOc. But what is it? 

Mess. Seek the suitorship of another wife, for Helen has 
gone out of this land. 

Theoc. Raised aloft on winds, or with her foot treading 
the land? 

"" iJUev for T^, Ilcvni 
the aenfla and tliu ineti __ 

pnsaaga follows MatUiiaj's test, biit DindorTwoiiVd rcBloro the old read- 
ing, rpox^ Tcpjiiivi = "orbiculari ncie," nccording to lleotiL 

"" Hermione, the dangbter of&lenelnnaand Utlen, isinenat^ wh«tt«e 
Hfinnann and Dindorf writa Sjtcttiu. Tlie laciinn prevents any con- 
jectnre as to tbe sense. 

'" Rutnerm. Dinil. jEVoi/irffCfli. 

'" Sea Bnrnes and MiiBgrave on theao migTBtioiia of ei-anes. 

'" C£ Trofld. S tqq, "' See Kndorf 
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Mess. Menelaus, who himself came reporting li 
iaa conveyed her away from the liiml. 

Theoc. O thou who hast told dreadful (hings. And whitt 
guiding of a ship conveyed her fi'om this land? for thou tell- 
VBt incredible things. 

Mess. [The pliipj indeed which thou gavest to the stranger; 
and he has gone away, hiiving thine own sailors, that thou may- 
cat iHicHy learu. 

Theoc. How? lam anxious to know; for I come not into 
the expectation that one single hand could overcome bo many 
sailors, with whom thou wast sent. 

Mess. When the daughter of Jove, aJler quilting this royal 
dwelling, went to the sea, most cleverly did she, placing her 
delicate step, bemoan her husband, though present, and not 
dead. But when we arrived at the inclosure of thy dock- 
yards, we hauled out the best-sailing Sidonian ship, having a 
measure of fifly seals and oars, and work succeeded work. For 
one placed the mast, another the oai*'"^ in his hand ; and at ttie 
same lime the white sails were [arranged], and at the eama 
time the rudder let down witli thongs. And during this la- 
bor some Grecian fellow-aailors, with Menelaup, watching for 
this very opportunity, drew nigh the shore, clad in the garb of 
shipwrecked mariners, of fair form indeed, but shabby to be- 
hold. But the son of Atreup, seeing them present, addressed 
them, alleging a feigned grief: " O unhappy men, how, and 
from what Grecian vessel are ye come, having shattered your 
bark ? Will ye bury with mc the dead son of Atreus, whom 
absent this, the danghter of Tyndarus, honors with an empty 
tombt" But they, shedding tears in a feigned guise, went on 
board tho ship, bearing sea-ofFerings to Menelaua. But to lis 
indeed this was suspicious; and [we said] to each other, that 
there was a multitude of those that came on board; yet we 
kept silence, obeying thy orders ; for having commanded that 
the stranger should rule the ship, thou host caused all this 
confusion. And the other things indeed wc easily raised and 
placed within the ship ; but the foot of the bull would not ad- 

'" wMttjii Tapaov re is a plcotijiBiii for which wo Imvo no Engliali, 
UnlcBS wo say, "tlio onra anil their tips" (rO ti^ji'thIbv tF/^ «ijmjf Jrrrpll 
Kttt Topaol. PoUnx, i. 90). Herm. "rcmoa I'OTnigiumnue." In the neit 
lias tlt:hiiv i> probably nomipt. but Iharo FoliDwed Hermunii'i int-tr- 
pmUtion, althnngh Iha nords vill not bear it. 

Toi. n.— L 
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I Vance Bteadilj niong tlie gangn'aj, but he bellowed, rolling 
I aronDd his eyes; and curving liis back, and louring between 
I his boms, he kept us ofi' from louchiog him. But the hus- 
I band of Helen called out : •■ O ye tliat did ravage the dty of 
L Troy, will ye not rush od, in Grecian manner, and Beizing"'" 
Ivn your youthful ehoulders heave tbe body of the bull up to 
mibe prow, (and at the same time he drew his sword,)"" an 
■.offering to the dead'?" And they, coming at his bidding, 
ed on the bull, nnd bearing it, they placed it on planl^ 
i Mcnelaus, stroking down the neck and forehead of the 
1 with a. single band, persanded it to embark on the ship. 
A.t length, when the ship had receive<l all tilings, Helen, 
Pliaving completed the number of the litdder's steps with her 
f.ir-ankled fool, sate down on the mid-deck, and near her 
Menclaus, in word indeed no longer living; but the rest of 
the crew in equal numbers on the right and left, man sate by 
man, having their swords concealed under their garments ; 
and the waves were filled with the shouts, as we heard the 
voice of the boatswain. But when we had got out neither 
very far from, nor near to, the land, thus asked tbe guardian 
of the helm: "Shall we sail farther onward, stranger, or is it 
well ? for the government of the ship is thy charge." But he 
replied, "Enough for me." Drawing then his sword with his 
right hand, he went to the pmw, and while he stood over the 
neck of the buU, of no one dead indeed had he a remembrance, 
but, as he cut tbe tliroat, he prayed : " O thou that dweilest 
in the seas, thou Ocean Neptune, and ye pure daughters of 
Kerens, preserve me and my wife inviolate from this land to 
the 24auplian shore." But a stream of blood darted into tlie 
wave, propitious to the stranger. And eome one said: '-Tliia 
voyage is treacherous, let us sail back to Kaxia ; do thou give 
the command, and do thou turn the rudder." But after the 
slaughter of the bull the son of Atrcus, standing up, called out 
to his allies ; " Wliy delay ye, flower of the land of Greece, to 
slay, to kill the barbarians, and to cast them from the ship 
into the waves?" But to thy sailors the boatswain shouts a 
contrary cry; "Will ye not on? will not one seizing a reman- 
ing plmik, another having broken a bench, and another tear- 

'" (jofi is "he ■will pneh." 

"° Mu^ave rightly perceived that these words are spoken pBr«a- 
thotieally. 
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I ing nn oar from its row-lock, make bloody llio head of these 
I hoBtilo Btrangers V And tbey all jumped up erect, one party 
having ship's epars hi their hands, but the other swords. And 
the ship streamed with gore. But there was the cheering cry 
of Helen from the prow, "Where is the renown of Troy? 
Show it [gainst barbarian men." And in tlioir haste they fell, 
and some rose up [again] ; but olhers thou mighlest have 
seen lying dead. But Mcnelaus, equipped in arms, watching 
wherever his allies were troubled, bore thitherward the sword 
in his right hand, so that they dived from the ship, and ha 
I caused the oars to he deserted by thy sailors; and going to 
the helm, the king bade them guide the ship for Greece. 
And they raised the mast, and favorable galea fpran^ up, 
and they are gone from the land. But I, escaping death, let 
myself down into the sea near the anchor. And as my 
strength began to fail, some one, stretching forth a rope, drew 
me up, and landed me on shore to bear tliis news to thee. But 
there is naught more useful to mortals than a wise distrust. 

CuOH. I never thought, O king, that Mcnelaus could thus 
have deceived thee and us, as he has deceived us, being 
present. 

Theoc. O wretched me, taken in a woftian'a toils, my 
nuptials have fled from me. But if indeed the ship could be 
taken by pursuit, I would have toiled and perchance caught 
the strangers. But now 1 will revenge myself on my sister, 
who has deceived me; for, seeing Menelaus in the house, she 
told me not. Never thea shall she deceive another man by 
her prophecies. 

Choe. llo tliou I whither art thou stirring thy foot, O mas- 
ter i to what deed of blood ■? 

Theoc. Whither justice bids me. But get out of tbe way. 

Chob. I will not let go thy garments, for thou hast^nest to 
great evils. 

Theoc. But wilt thou rule thy masters, being a slave ? 

Chob- Yes ; for I am wise — 

Theoc. But not for me, if ye will not let me go — 

Chok. I will not then let thee go — 

Theoc- To slay my most base sister — 

Cqor. But yet most pious. 

Theoc. "Wlio has betrayed me? 

ChOR. An honorable belrnyaj, to do just deeds. 
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TheOC. Giving my bride to anotber? 

Chok. To one who Lad a greater right, 

TuEOC. But who hua a right over mine'? 

CiiOR. He who received her from Lcr sire. 

TuKOC. But forlune gave her to me. 

Chor, And &te has taken her nwoy, 

TnE€)C. Thou hast no right to judge pf my affaire 

CuoE. Yes ; if I speak Letter. 

Theoc. We are goverDcdj do not govern ! 

CuoK. Ay, to do holy acta j but not unjust. 

Theoc. Thou acemest to have a wish to die. 

CiiOR. Kill me, but thou shalL not kill thy sister witli our 
KiBCDt, but myeelf; Eince to generous BervanlB il is moat 
^oriouH to die for their masters. 

Castor akd Poi.i-cx. (apjicai-ini/) Restrain the passion 
/ which thou art not rightly liuri'ied on, O I'heoclymenns, 
l^ng of this land. We, who call on thee, are the twin sons 
if Jove, whom Leda once bore, wilh Helen, who has fled from 
e house. For thou art wroth about a marriage not fated 

' tbee; nor docs the vii^in, sprung from the Goddess 
laughter of Nereus, thy aisler TLeonoe, do thee wrong, hon- 
■" e will of the Gods, and her father's just commands. 
to the now present time it wan destined that she 
i-sfaoald always dwell in thine liouse. But after the foundii- 
ttosB of Troy have been overturned, and she has furnished 
her name to the Gods, it no longer behooves her to be yoked 
in the same nuptials, but to arrive at her home, and dwell 
together with her husband. But do thou keep olf the black 
sword from thy sister, and consider that she has done these 
tilings prudently. Now we have long since [endeavored loj 
preserve our sister even before this, ever since Jove made us 
Gods ; but we were too weak for fate and tlio Gods at onee, 
to whom it seemed fit that mailers should be tlius. To Ihce 
indeed I speak thus ; but to my sister I enjoin, " Sail with 
thy husband; and ye shall have a favorable wind; and we, 
thy twin brothers, riding by you over the main, will preserve 
and send you to your country. But when thou shalt have 
turned [the course] and ended thy life, thou shalt be called 
a Goddess, and witli the Dioscuri share libations, and with 
us receive gifts from men ; fbi- thns Jove wills. Hut where 
first the son of Maia lodged thee, having removed ihee from 
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Sparta, having from the abodes of heaven stolen [an image 
of] thy person, lest Paris should many thee, there stretches a 
guard-coast territory along Acte,^^' I mean the island, that 
shall hereafter, among mortals, be called Helene. And by the 
Gods it is destined for the wanderer Menelaus to inhabit the 
islands of the blessed ; for the Gods do not detest the noble ; 
but toils are rather for the countless multitude. 

Theoc. O ye twin sons of Jove and Leda, I will indeed 
let go my former wrath concerning your sister ; and I will 
not slay my sister. But let her go to her home, if it please 
the Gods. But know ye both that ye are bom from the 
same kindred blood as the best and chastest of sisters. And 
fare ye well, for the sake of your most noble sister's mind, 
which is not in the nature of many women. 

CuoR. Many are the forms of things connected with the 
deities, and many things the Gods perform contrary to our ex- 
pectations. But those things which we looked for are not ac- 
complished; but the God hath brought to pass things not 
looked for. Thus has this matter turned out. 

"* Like GKoinilj (j>povpd is used of a rugged, rocky place on the sea- 
shore. This island lay a little above the Sunian promontory. 
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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

PEASANT. 

ELECTRA. 

ORESTES. 

PYLADES (a dumb pebsonage). 

CHORUS. 

CLYT^MNESTRA. 

OLD MAN. 

MESSENGER. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX 



THE ARGUMENT. 



The return of Orestes from exile, and his revenge upon Cljtaemnestra 
and ^gisthus for the murder of Agamemnon. The subject is the same 
as that of the " Choephorae" of ^schylus, and the " Electra" of Sopho- 
cles, but is handled with much less dramatic skill, while the develop- 
ment is tedious and inartistic. 




I 



Feasant. 

O ASCiEST Ai^oB of the land,^ [and] ye streams of Inachus, 
■whence once on a time king Agamemnon, conducting the war, 
in a thousand ships sailed to the Trojan land. And having 
elain Friam, the ruler over the Trojan land, and taken the re- 
nowned city of Dardanus, he came hack to this Argos, and in 
the lofty temples placed very many spoils of the hnrbarlans ; 
and there indeed he wns prosperous; but at home he perishes 
hy stratagem at the hands of his wife Clylcemnestra, and by 
the hand of ^gisthus, son of Thyestes, And he indeed, hav- 
ing left the ancient sceptre of Tantalus, is no more ; but 
^gisthus reigns over the land, having his wife, the daughter 
of Tyndarus. IJut they whom he left in his dwelling when 
ho sailed to Troy, the male Orestes, and the female blossom 
of Electra, the former the old guardian of his father stole 
away, when, [hy name] Orestes, ho waa about to perish by 
the hand of ^gisthu?, and gave him to Strophiue to train up 
in the land of the FJioeians.^ But the latter [Eleetra] remain- 
ed in tho house of her fatlier. Her, as soon as the blooming 
season of youth ai-rived, the first men of tho land of Greece 
wooed as suitors. But fearing lest she should bring forth to 
any of the chieftains a son, who might take vengeance for 
Agamemnon, jT-^isthus kept her in his house, nor united her 
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) any bridegroom. But ance this matter also was fraught 
irith much dread, Icsl she should privily bear ciiildren to any 
noble man, when he wished to slay her, her mother, though 
cruel-minded, yet saved her &om the hand of-^li^stbus. For 
in regard to her husband's death she had a pretense;' but she 
feared that by tlie death of her <^hildren she herself might die. 
Upon this, then, JEgisthua devised such a contrivance. He 
mentioned a sura of gold for him who should slay Orestes; who 
indeed was away from the liuid in exile; but to me he gives 
Eleetrn to have as a wife, I beingbom of Myccnian sires; (and 
on this account, uideud, I am not liable to reproach, for I am 
noble at least in race, but yet poor in means, from whence ii 
noble descent is lost ;) that giving her to a humble person, he 
migiit have little fear. For if a man possessing dignity hod 
obtained her, he would have roused up the death of Agamem- 
non, that now slecp.i, and justice would then have come upon 
.dilgislhus. But never did this man (Venus is my witness!) 
dishonor her in his bed, but she is slill a virgin. For I am 
ashamed at having received the child of a prosperous family, to 
do her an insult, not being by birtli ^vorlhy [of herj. But I 
bewml the wretched Orestes, who is nominally related to me, 
if ever, returning to Arga*, he shall behold the unhappy nup- 
tials of his sister. But whoever says that I am foolish, bo- 
cause, having received a young vii^n into my house, I touch 
her not, let him know that he measures continence by a bad 
rule of sentiment, and that he himself is such an one. 

Elec. sable night, nurse of golden stars, during which, 
bearing this vessel placed on my head, I go in quest of river 
water; not indeed because I am reduced to so great necessity, 
hut that I may show to the Gods the insult of .^^sthns, and 
may utter lamentations to the mighty ether for my rire. For 
the alt-destructive daughter of Tj-ndarus, my mother, liaa cast 
me out of licr house, doing a favor to lier husband; and hav- 
ing bomo other children to .^<Igisthus, she accounts Orestes 
and me as things unimportant in her house. 

Pea. But why, hapless one, dost thou labor thus for my 
Bake, submitting to toils, when tiiou before wast well hrouglit 
up, nor ceasest this, when I entreat youT 

Ei,Ec. I deem thee a friend equal to iheGods, for in mine 

ills thou hast not behaved insolently. But it is a great good 

* Viz. the sncrificE of IjJiigonia. 
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fortune for mortals to finti n pliysitian in nn evil calamity, as 
I obtain tliec. li beiioovea mi: then, even unbidden, ligLtening 
thy toil to the utmost of my power, that thou mayeat more 
easily bear it, to partake in thy labors. And thou hnst work 
enough without ; but matters within doors it behooves mo to 
make ready. For it is sweet for a, laborer entering from with- 
out, to find things within piis houae] aright. 

Pea. If indeed it seems fit to thee, go, for the streams are 
not far from this house. But I at dawn of day will drive my 
steers into the corn-lands, and sow the fields. For no sloth- 

L ful man, having the Gods continually in his moutli, will be 

I sble to obtain a livelihood without labor. 

Orestes. Py lades, for thee indeed I above all men account a 
faithful friend and gueet fo me ; and thou alone of my friends 
hast respected me, Orestes, faring as I fare, having sufibred 
tenibly at the hands of -^igisthus, who, with my all-abandoned 
mother, destroyed my sire. But I have come from the oracles 
of the God to the Argivc threshold, no one being conscious, in 
order to punish the slaughter of my fallior by slaughter. IJut 
during this night having gone to the tomb of my sire, I both 
gave tears, and mode offerings of my hatr, and sacrificed at tlie 
tomb the blood of a slain sheep, unknown to the tyrants who 
sway this land. And within the whUs, indeed, I advance 
not my fool ; but I came to the boundaries of this land 
framing two projects,* that I may turn away with my 
foot to another land, should, any one of the watch recog- 
nixa me while seeking my Mster, for they say that she liv- 
ing is united in nuptials and does not remain a virgin, in oi^ 
der that I may converse with her, and, obtaining her for an 
assistaDt in the slaughter, may learn clearly the matters within 
the house. Now therefore, for mom is raising her shining 
face, we will turn our footFteps out of this track. For either 
some plowman or some domestic woman will appear to us, 
of whom we may inquire whether my sister dwells in this 
place. But — (for 1 see some servant coming hitlior, with 
shorn hair, bearing a burden of water) — let us sit down, and 
learn from thia female slave, if we can receive any intelligence 
as to the matters for which, Pylades, we are come to this land. 
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la DoteB of Mattliiiu and Seidler, wliich the etudcnt will finS 
a Dindorf 's coUaFtion. 
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M Eijsc. Hasten on thecourseofmyfootg^Ohour; O,gothou 

■ on, go on, weeping, Alas! for me, for me, I waa bom of 
f Agamemnon, and Cly tieninestra, the hateful daughter of Tyn- 
I daruB, gave me birlli, iind the citizens call unhappy me Eiectra. 
I Alasl alas! for my hiiplees toils and hateful life. O fathev, 
t but thou indeed art lying in Hades, niurdered by thy wife, 
I and by .di^Btbus, Agamemnon. Come! raise the eama 
I lamentation, lead off tbe delight of many tears. Haste on the 
I course of my foot, O hour; O go lliou on, go on, weeping, 
I Alaa I for me, for me. What city,' what houBe, O unhappy 
I brother, dost thou sene, leaving thy poor fdstei' in her cham- 
I bci'samid saddest ealaniities resul ting trom her Eire? 0, may- 
I est tliou come as a releaser to wretched me from these toiLi, 
[ O Jove, Jove, and as an avenger to thy father of blood most 

hateful, having neared thy wandering foot to Ai^os. Let me 
. put down this vessel, taking it off my head, that 1 may loudly 
utter gloomy mouraings to my sire, a sounding song of Hades, 
for Hades. O father, to thee beneath tbe earth I utter lam- 
entations, which ever day hy day*" I ply, gashing my loved 
I neck with my nails, and striking my hand upon my shorn 

■ head, on account of thy death. Woe I woe! tear tlie head, 
taud like some tuneful swan bj the river stream calls upon her 
t'dearest sire, who has perished in the crafYy meshes of a net, 
|,BO do I mourn thee, my hapless sire, having been washed as 
I to thy flesh with a last batji, in the most piteous bed of death. 
I Alag! for me, for me, for the bitter cutting by an axe, U 
L Bire, and the bitter plot on thy return from Troy ! Not nilh 
I mitres nor with garlands did thy wife receive thee ; but hav- 
I ing made thee" tbe scoff of J^islhus with the two-edged 
l-flword, she obtained her cunning paramour. 

K CuoRtia. O Eiectra, daughter of Agameamon, I have come 

■ • Eleolrn nddreBses herself. Posnilily TroSd; ap/idv mny mean •' Ilia 
K CDune of thy foot," i, e. of time. Xjiivav itoSa wns one of tlie yovifia 
W^lutTa of EAiripidea, accordinc to Ariatoph. Ban. 100. Such appenls 

■ to tims nre coininoii, a9 in Jnliet'e soliloquy, Act iii. Sc 2. Perliapa 
I &pa — KaraitXaia«aa = " llioo time of woe." 

I ' ?>arpeva\s found irith an scoPBatiTO in Iph. Tanr. 1115. and Sa!d«8 

F'rea tha same i^cinstnictioii, but with reference to eeelesiastical writers, 
do not feel satisfied with Dobree's rtv' liv' oUov, and tliitik tUnt tlic 
I «ocuBative is need, ns if Tcra TTu^iv oUeis lind been in tbe mind of llie 
l-.poeL Such would be the natural question, but Eiectra, considering the 

■ probably dependent state of her bi'Other, uses a more emplinUc word, 
I " Cf. ^cli. Clioepli. 24 Bqij. ' Undtfrataiid ai after Hrpna. 
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to tiiy rustic Lome. A cerlniii niilk-iiriiikingMycenion herds- 
treading the mountuin liaa tonic, liiis come ; and he brings 
word that the Ai^ives ore proclaiming the third day of thefeasl, 
nnd all iho virgins are about to mako procession lo Juno. 

£[.i£c. Not for splendid doings, O friends, nor for golden 
necklaces, am wretched I elate in mind, nor forming dances 
together with Argive nymphs shall I b&t my foot whirled 
round. With tears I dance, end tears are the daily caro for 
wretched me. Look at my ruiitted locks, and these rags of 
my garments,'" whether they become the i-oyal daughter of 
Agamemnon, and Troy, which remcmbcvs once being taken 
by my sire. 

GtiOB. Great is the Goddess;" hut come, andfi-om me re- 
ceive" richly-woven robes lo wear, and golden additions of 
ornament fur thy beauty. Dost thou think, that, not honor- 
ing the Gods, thou wilt overcome thine enemies by thy tearsi 
Not with groans, but with prayei-s, worehiping the Gods, 
I wilt thou obtain a happy day, O daughter. 
I Ei.Ec. No one of the Go-Is hears the voice of [ihc] wretch- 
ed, nor the sacrifices offered of old'^ by my sire. Alas ! both 
tor the dead, and for the living wanderer, who, I. ween, dwells 
in some otiier land, wandering wretched to the slaves' hearth," 
being sprung from a renowned sire. But I myself in a pov- 
erty-stricken abode am dwelling, pining away at heart, a fu- 
gitive from my ancestral hails, dwelling'^ on the mountain 
rocks. And my mother dweUa wedded in bloody nuptials lo 
another. 

Cnoii. Helen, thy motlier'a sister, has tlie blame of many 
ills upon the Greeks and thine house. 

Elec. Alas ! O women, 1 cease from my lamentations. 
Some strangers having a station close by"' the house rise up 
from their ambush. I^t us escape with flight of foot from 

" CE i^aaiii'truv ^oKiJjf. -iEacTi. Clioeph. 34. 
" i. e. Juno. This \s a (ominoci furmiila. See Comin. on Acta sis. 
84. iicydlii S 'AprE/iif. 

" Uti^ervo the double vonatraction oi Klveiv. 

'* TliB Bppnrent castora with wunderai's, who probobly gave their 
services ne menials, as an equivalent for their teuipamry support and 
proteation. Ct AieeaL 2. 

" But read eipeior uv' hptirvrn, with MuM;r. Dind. 

" This Beema the beat wny of I'enderJng t^carinv^ in fliia pnjsnge. 



the evil-doing men, you indeed by the road-way, but I into 

the house. 
I Oh. Keniain, O wretched one ; fear not my hand. 
f £lec. O Phcebua Apollo ! I fall on Ihy knees tliat I may 
f not die. 

I Or. I would fain slay others more liaU'rul than thou. 
I Elec. Away I touch not what thou shouldst not touch. 
I Or- There is not one whom I could nioTe rightly touch. 
I Elec. And wherefore, sword in hand, dost thou lie in am- 
I iMJSh for me t 
I Ok. Tarry and listen, and perhaps tbou wilt not say other- 

I Elec. I stand, and am altogether thine, for tliou art tl;^ _ 
I more powerful. ^^J 

I Or. I am come, bearing tliee words from thy brother. ^^H 
I Elec. dearest one, is it of him living or dead? ^^H 

I Or. He lives ; I fain would first tell thee the good news. ^^ 
I Elec. Mayest thou be blest, as a reward for most pleasant 
I vord». 

Or. I give this in common for both of us to possess, 
I Elec. Wliere on eartli is the wretched one enduring a 
I ■wretched banishment f 

I , Or. He'" is wandering, not respeeting the law of one 
L dty.'* 

I Elec. Ay, perhaps in want of daily sustenance. 
I Ok. He possesses it indeed, bnt is weak as an exiled roan, 

Elec- But what message comcat tijou bearing from him 1 
V Or. Whether thou art alive, and, living, what forluues thou 
I liitst. 

I Elec. Dost thou not first see how dried up is my framel 
I Ok. Ay, ivasted away with grief, so that I utter a groan- 
r Elec. And my head, and locks savage with being shorn, 
I Or- Thy brother, and tliy father's death, I suppose, gnaws 
I thee equally 1 

Elec. Alas! for what is dearer to me tlian these? 
I Or. Alas! alas I how indeed art thou thought of by thy 
I brother ! 
I Elec. He being absent, not present, is dear to me, 

r " Underatoml rj lyiH. after rix' oiK cISJluc Ipeic ^^^H 

I " Oa ipBtptlaHai, to waudiT. Bee Helen, 780, ond 3eid1ar> ^^^H 

I " i. e. not having a 6xi;d abode in any dty. ^^^H 
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Or. ISiit through wlint dost thou dwell liere, far away from 
, the city ? 

Elec- I have wedded, O stranger, a deadly wedding. 

Or. I grieve for your brother. [Was it] to one of the My- 
ceniansf 

Elec. Not in such wise as my father at some lime expect- 
ed to bentow me. 

Or. Tell me, that having lieai^ I may tell your brother. 

Elec'. Far off from him, I dwell in this abode. 

Ok. yomo husbandman or neatherd is worthy of sneh a 
dwelling. 

Elec. A man poor, noble, and pious toward me. 

Ob, But what piety is present to thine husband? 

Elec- He has never ventured to approach my bed. 

Or. Having some divine feeling of chastity, or disdaining 
thee? 

Elec. He did not think himself worthy to disgrace my pa- 



not delighted on receiving such a 
inger, that he who gave mo had no 
e should at some time pay the pen- 



On, And how was he 
match ? 

Elec. Ho thinks, O stri 
right [to do bo].^" 

Or. I understand, lest h 
alty to Oi'estes. 

Elec. Fearing this very thing. Besides, he ia by nature 
chaste. 

Or. Alas! thou spc^est of a noble fellow, and one that 
must be well treated. 

Elec- Ay, if lie who now is absent shall ever return to his 
home. 

Or. But did the mother, wlio bore thee, suffer this? 

Elec. Women, O stranger, are friends to men, not to cbil- 



Or. But 
I mitt 

Elec. He wished 

Or. That, forsooth, you might not bring forth childi 



what account did jEgisthua offer thee this in- 
lo bring forth a weak race, having 



'" Cf. Iph. Aul. 703, Zrfr l/yyunae, ndi il&wf 6 sipio^. 
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Elec- SulIi tilings lie ijlnnncj, for whleli may lii'. pay mc 
Llhe peniiUy. 

Or. But does thy niotlier'B husband know thou art [still] a 

Klec. He docs not knoiv; we havi! kept IhJa Trom liiin in 
I ■ilence. 

On- Ai'c tlieso who overhear our words friends to thee? 
Elec- Ay, so aa to well conceal my words and thine. 
Or. Whut could Orestea do, if Ite should come to this 

Ei.EC- Dost thou ask this? A foul thing thou sayest, for 
sit not now the crisis? 

Oh. But on his arrival how might he slay the murderers 
of his father'! 

Elkc. By daring such things as were dared against his fa- 
tlior by liis enemies. 

Ok. Aiid wouldsttliou endure to slay thy mother with him? 

Elec. Ay, with the same axe by which my father perished. 

Or. Shall I tell these things to him, and is thy resolution 

Er.Ec. Oh might I die, having shed the blood of ray motlier. 
Or. Alas I would that Orestes were near to hear this. 
Elec. But, O stranger, I should uot know him, if I saw him. 
Ob. It is no wonder; for being young, thou wnst separated 
I" from him while young. 

Ei.EC- One only of my friends would know him. 
Or. What, he who they say stole him away from death? 
Elec. Ay, the old man, the former piedagoguo of my father- 
On, And has thy dead father obtained a lorab? 
Elec. Cast out of the houne, he has obtained what he has 
obtained. 

Or. Alas! What is this thou sayestl For the perception 
even of out-door evils pains mortals. But speak, that know- 
ing, I may bear to thy brother unpleasant words indeed, but 
needful to hear. For tliere is a feeling of pity, not at nil in 
the untaught, but in the wise of mankind ; for it is not even 
free from liarm that a too wiee cleverness is in the wise. 

Chor. And I have the same longing at lieail as this man> 
For being far from the city, I know not the ills in the city ; 
but now I also wish to learn. 

Eleo. I will speak, if it behooves me. And it liehooves me 
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1 friend iho liR.ivy fortunes of nin nnd my lather, 
thou bast Elii'red the Bubject, I beseech thee, O 
Stranger, to tell Oreslcs my ills and Lis. First, indeed, in 
what garments I live, and with wlml filth I am weighed down, 
and under what a. roof I dwell, after a royal bouse ; I myBulf 
Inboring mine own garments with the shuttle, or I Ebould 
Lave my body naked and be destitute; and my sell' bearing 
the river streaui, without a feast at holy ritea, and deprived 
of tbo dance ; and being a virgin, I am denied the rights of 
women, denied Qhe bed of] Castor, to whom, being of my 
family, they affianced me, before he went among the Goda. 
But my mother sila on a throne, amid Phrygian spoils, and 
by her scat the Auiatic captives, wiiom my father took, are 
standing with their Idsean robea bound with golden claspa. 
And my fatber'a black blood still putrefies in the house; but 
be that slew liim, mounting the same chariot as my sire, goes 
ibrth, and is putfed up, holding in Lis blood-stained Lands tLo 
Bcoptre, with which he ruled the Greeks. But the dishonored 
tomb of Agamemnon has never received libations nor a bough 
of myrtle; but the funeral pile is barren^' of adornments. And 
the famous spouse (as they call him) of my mother, steeped in 
drunkenness, leaps on the tomb, and with stones defaces tho 
stone monument of my sire, nnd darea to utter this aaj-jng 
against us; "Where is the boy Orestes? Will lie, being pres- 
ent, honorably defend thy tomb?" Thus is he mocked in liis 
absence. But, O stranger, I beseech thee, tell this news. For 
many things are they, that lay this charge upon me, but I [umj 
tlicir interpreter, my hands, my tongue, and wretched mind, 
and my shorn hair, and his father. For base is it, if my fa- 
ther indeed captui'ed Troy, hut he, being one, is unable to slay 
one man, being a youth, and of a better sire. 

Ciioii. And Iruly I perceive this person (I mean your bus- 
band) approaching the Louse, having ceased from lalM)r. 

Pea. Hah! who are these Btrangers I see at the gate? And 
for what reason have they come near this rustic door? Is it 
in want of myself? surely it is unseemly fur a woman to bo 
standing with young men, 

Er.F.o. O dearest one, do not fail into a suspicion of me. 
But thou sLalt know the real story ; fm- these strangers are 
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le to me as heralds of the words of Orestes. 
I O strangers, excuse what haa bees aoid. 

Pea, What say they? Is the man alive, and does he be- 
f bold the light? 

Elec. He is, at least by report. And they say things not 
discredited by me. 

Fea. Does he at all remem'ber the ills of thy father and of 
thee* 

Elec. Those mattera are in [my hopes]. Weak is an ei- 
. aed man. 

1'ea. Hut what words did they come telling from Oresles? 

Elec. He has sent these men us spectatora of my woes. 

Pea. Some then they see, and others I suppose thou tellest. 

Elec. They know [all] ; they have no deficiency of these. 

Pea. Long ago then should the doors have been opened to 
I them. Go into the house ; for ye shall obtain in return for your 
I good news a hospitable reception in such things as my house 
1 contains. Take the biigg^e within the hoase, ye followers, 
I and make no denial, having come as friends from a friend. For 
- though I am born poor, I will never showa base-bam dispteition. 

Ok. By the Gods, is this the man, who joins in concealing 
your nuptials, nut desiring to disgrace Orestes? 

Elec. This man is called tie husband of wretched me. 

Ob. Alas! there is no certain (nark of manliness; for the 

■ natures of mortals exhibit a confusion. For already have I seen 
a man who wa.i naught sprung from a noble mre, and good 

I children [sprung] from bad [fathers], and hunger in the spirit 
I of a rich man, and u great mind in a poor body. How then 
I will any one, distinguishing, judge aright? By wealth? Then 
[ be will make use of an unjust judge. Or by those who have 
I nothing? But poverty possesses [this] disease; through want 
I it teaches a man evil. But shall I turn to [the con»deration 
[ of] arms? But who, looking to the spear, could testify whnl 
I person is good? It is licst to leave these things to lake their 
I own course. For this man being neither great among the Ar- 

■ gives, nor, on the other hand, puDed up with the reputation of 
Khis house, and being among the multitude, has been found 
ftnost excellent. Will ye not be wise, who wander full of vain 
f opinions? and by association and manners judge of the well- 
I bom iunong mortals. For such men as these well administer 
I dtics and houses; but flesh, destitute of sense, are the oma- 
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' ment of tlie forum. Foi' neither does the stronger arjn belter 
abide the spear than the weak ; but this is in nature and 
in valor. But, — whether present or not present, the son of 
Agamemnon, for whose sake we arc come, ia worthy, — let 
US accept the hospitality of this house. We must go within 
this dwelling, servants. For I would rather have a willing, 
though poor host, than a rich one [unwilling]. I therefore 
accept this man's reception into his house. But I would have 
wished that your brother prospering could have led me into 
prospering abodes. But perchance he may come ; for the 
oraelea of Ijoxias are firm, but to the divination of men I bid 

CiiDR- Now, more than before, O Electra, we arc wanned 
at heart with joy ; for perhaps, though elowly progressing, 
fortune may [at length] settle -well. 

Elgc. O hapleea one, knowing the scantiness of thine 
house, why hast thou received these strangers superior to 
: thee! 

L Pea. But what? If they arc, as they seem to be, noble, 
will they not be equally content with little or nof?^^ 

Elec. JSince then you, being in scant cii'CuniBtances, have 
fallen into this mistake, go to the aged guardian of my dear 
father, who, around the river Tanaus,^^ that divides the con- 
fines of the Ai^ve territory and the Spartan land, tends his 
flocks, having been cast out from the citv- And bid him, 
having come homeward, to go and fuiiiish something as a 
banquet for the stranj^ers. He will be delighted, and will 
offer prayers to Ihe Gods, when lie hears that the boy is living 
whom he once saved. For we shall not obtain any thing from 
my mother out of my ancestral house, and we should bo tell- 
ing bitter news, should the wrctcbed woman learn that Orestes 

Pea. But, if it seems thus to thee, I will bear this message 
to the old man. But go thou into the house as qiiickly as 
possible, and make ready the matters within. A woman in- 

. deed, if willing, can And manj' things to bring for a banquet. 

^ And there is even now so much at home, so as to satisfy these 

" Cr. Tirg. ^n. viii. 364, "Aude, hasneB, coatemnere npea: et te 
I (jooqlio dignimi FioRe duo ; rebuaqiia vein non asper egcniB." 
I " OrTanOH. It flows down from tliamoiinlainl'arnon, lliroagh Uio 
I Argivo territory, into the Gult of Thyrea. 
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men with fijoJ for one day ul lenst. But wiien my mind 
lulls upon Ibis subject, I consider bow great ii power wealth 
lias, both to bestow on strangers, and by expense to preserve 
one's body wben fallen into sickness; but for one's daily food 
it comes to little. For every man once filled, rich or poor, 
bears an efjuality. 

Chor. Ye renowned sbips, which once on a limo came to 
Troy with numberless oars, leading the dance with the daugh- 
ters of Nereus, where the flute-loving dolphin leaped, whirled 
around the prows with dark blue beaks, escorting the eon of 
Tbetis, Achillea, light aa to the leaping of hia feet, with Aga- 
memnon, to the I'rojon shores of Simois. And the daughters 
of Nereus, quitting the Eubo^iiii strand, bore the toils of shield ' 
[and] arms [forged] on the golden anvils of Vulcan, both over 
Pelion, and over the sacred groves of Oesn's height,^' the 
nymph-dwelt summits t sought the vii'gins,!"^ where the eques- 
trian sirc'^ ti'^uned up the marine son of Thetis, a light for 
Greece, Achilles, swift of foot, for the Atridie. And I liovo 
beard from some one, who caimc from Troy to the Nauplian 
ports, that in the circle of thy renowned shield, Oson of The- 
tis, such effigies aa ibei?e, I'hrygian terrors,^' were sculptured. 
On the circnmfercnce, indeed, of the shield, Perseus, [raised] 
abovo^s the sea with winged slippery was holding the throat- 
cut terror of the Goi^on, with Hermes, the mcaaenger of Jove, 
the rustic^s gon of Maia. But in the midst of the shield Iho 
radiant circle of the sun ahone with his winged steeds, and 
the ethereal dances of the stara.^" the Pleiades, Hyade^ terri- 
ble^' to the eyes of Hector. But upon the golden- wrought 
crest Sphinxes were bearing their song-obtained prey in tlieir - 
claws. And on his cuirass the fiery lioness*^ was liaatoning 
in course [after] the Pirenian horse^^ with her/toofSiAiaring 

'* Seiiller quotes Siiiciiis, TTpi'/aiai. al UKoai. 

" Tliia is thoponghlj tumipt Soe Seidlep's note. 

'' Allhoagh Sil/mTa mnj irjtli propriety refer to the images of tlie 
Gorgon, yet it was not a Ptir-vgHnn woniler, nor Joea the temi apply U> 
llie rest of the description. I tliink Euripides wrote Seiyfiara, iinnges. 

" L'nderstand uepOlvTa. 

" Becnuee educated ia Areadio. See Seidler. 

" Sea my note on .^sch. Ag. 4. Tlie render mny compnre I!. X. 486 
■qq. with Virg. jEn, J. 348 ; iii. 61 li ; Ooorg. L 138. 

'' Literally, " putting to flight." 

" Tlie OliimrerB. " P.'gnsUEt 
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r beheld it. J!uL in a bloody fight four Iiorses wero rushing 
along, and round Iheir hacka the black dust went Ibrlh. The 
king of Buch spear-laboring men didst thou slay, thy busbard, 

evil-minded daughter ofl^ndarus. Wherefore the powers 
of heaven will send Ihea down to death, and yet, yet shall I 
behold the blood poured out by the sword beneath ihy gore- 
streaming neck. 

Oli> Man. Whore I " y } "thful, honored mistress, 

the daughter of Agam n n bom once I nurtured ? How 
sleep an approiieh it o 1 so d llings for me, a wrinkled 
old man, to draw n h 1 my f t ! But nevertheless I 
must needs drag on my b n p n and crooked knee. O 
diiiighter, (for I but j no h ) old thee near the house,) I 
am come beiiring to thee this j oung oHspring of my fold, hav- 
ing taken it from the flocks, and garlands,^* and cheese which 

1 have taken out of the presses, and this old store of Hacchus, 
redolent of fragrance, little indeed, but Btill 'tis sweet to pour 
a cup of this into a weaker draught. Let some one go and 
bear these into tlio house for the strangers. But J, having be- 
dewed mine eyes with tears, would fain wipe them away with 
this my tattered garment. 

Elec- But wherefore, aged man, hast thou thine eye thus 
wet? Have mine afHictiona after a long interval awakened 
thy remembrance! Or dost tliou hemoan the unhappy exile 
of Orestes, and my sire, whom once holding in thine arms, 
tbou didst in vain nurture for thee and thy friends? 

Old M. In vain. But nevertheless this at least I could 
not refrain from.^" For I came to his tomb, aside from the 
road, and falling down, I wept, having met with solitude, and 
1 pourcii out libations, having opened the skin which I bear 
for tlie strangers, and set myrtle garlands around the tomb. 
But upon tiie pile itself I saw the victim, a sable-fleeced sheep, 
and tlic blood but lately shed, and shorn locks of auburn hair. 
And I marveled, O daughter, whoever of men had dared lo 
come to the tomb ; for it certninly was none of the Argives. 
But perchance, I think, thy brother has come privily, and on 
his coming has honored the miserable tomb of his sire. And 
do thou examine the hair, placing it against thy hair, whether 

'* Racnll the old reaJiug BTi-pilvavi, witli Ileiilli, UinJ. TrtAuHoiir is 
JaMb's conj lecture. 
" Referring lo wbnt immediately follows. 
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Ihe tint of the shorn Irewes is the Bame. For in those who 
have the same father's blood, most parts of the body are wont 
to be naturally alike. 

Elec. Thou Bpeakest words unworthy of a wise man, O 
aged one, if thou thinkcst iliat my very bold brother would 
come by stealtli into this land through fear of ./Egisthus. Then 
how will the lock of hair^'' agree, the one belonging to a well- 
born man brought up in wrestling exercises, but the other to 
a female [brought up] amidst wool-combing? It is iinposBi- 
ble. And thou wilt lind similar hair among many persons, 
though not sprung from the same blood, old inau. 

Oli> M. But do thou, stepping in hia track,'*'' consider the 
print of his slipper, whether it ia of the same measure lyitb 
thy foot, O child. 

Elec. But how could there be an impression of feet upon 
the stony surface of the groundl And if it wcro so, the foot 
of a brother ami sister would not be equal, of- a man and 
woman ; but the male prevaile- 

Oi.i) M. Is there no [evidence], by which, supposing your 
brother to have come to the kind, you might discern the woof 
of thy shuttle, ^^ in which I once concealed him, lest ho should 
die. 

Elec. Knowcst thou not, when Orestes was banished from 
the land, that I was a mere cliild? Dut if 1 did weave the 
vest-, how would lie, being then a child, be now wearing tbo 
same garments, unless the robes grew along with llie body 1 
But either some stranger, pitying hia [undecked] tomb, or 
some one of this land, obtaining [the opport nnity of] darkness, 
baa shorn bia own hair. 

Old M. But where are the slrangere? for I wish to ace, 
and aak them concerning thy brother. 

Elec. Hither with quick step they are coming out from (be 
house. 

Old M. And tlioy ore noble indeed, but this ia superficial ; 
for many boru noble, are base; but nevertheless I say lo tlic 
strangers, hail. 

Or. Hail thou ! aged ni 
the ancient relic, Electra? 

Elec. He nurtured my siro, O stranger. 

" This ia a aly liit at -^pUjIhs. Cf. Chocph. 1 
" C£ Choeph. 20S »qq. '" Choeph. 2 
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Or. Whnt sajest thou ? Was this lie who privily removed 
thy hrother? 

Ei^c. This is he who saved him, if he indeed is yet in 
being. 

Or. Ah ! why has he gazed on me, as though viewing the 
clear stamp of silver ? Does he liken me to any one * 

Ei^c. Perchance he is pleased at looking on thee, a com- 
peer of Orestes. 

Or. Ay, of a well-loved man ; but wherefore does he turn 
his step around me ? 

Ei.EC. I too marvel as I behold tliis, stranger. 

Old M, O revered daughter Eleclra, adore the deities. 

E1.EG. In respect of what things absent or present? 

Old M. For holding the cherished treasure, which a God 
shows thee. 

Elec. Lol I call upon the Goda. Or what dost thou mean 
indeed, old man 7 

Old M. Look then upon this most beloved one, O child, 

Elec. Ijong since I fear lest thou art no longer in thy right 
fienses- 

OiJ> M, Am I not in my right senses, beholding thy 
brother? 

Elec. Howsayest thou thia int-redible saying, O aged man? 

Old M, That in this man I see Orestes, the son of Aga- 
memnon. 

Elec. I'crceiving what indicalion, by which I nuiy be pcr- 
Boaded 1 

OuD M. A scar near upon his forehead, by which once in 
his father's house he, falling, was stained with hlood, pursuing 
with thee a hind. 

Elec. How sayest thou f I see indeed the evidence of the 
faU. 

Old M. And then dost thou delay to fall npon these most 
dear? 

Elec. But no longer so, O aged man; for in fiiind I am 
persuaded by thy pi-ooft. O thou who iipjicarcst aflcr a long 
season, unexpectedly I hohl ihce. 

Or. Ay, and by me thou art held after a long season. 

Elec- Nwer did I expect it. 

Or- Nor did I hope it. 

Elec. Art thou he? 
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. Ay, thine only ally, if indeetl I can but draw up [suc- 
I cessfully] the net after which I am going, liut I liave a good 
trust ; or it behooves one no longer to think that there are 
• Gods, if unjust deeds get the advantage of justice. 

CiiOR. Thou liast come, thou hast come, O day, after a 
long time ; thou hast shone out, thou hast slione forth a clear 
torch to ttie city, which wretched during a long exile from on 
ancestral home lias come wandering. Some God, some God 
again bringa on our victory. Uplift your hands, uptifl your 
■voice, send forth prayers to the Godp, that thy brother may 
' enter tlie city with good fortune, with good fortune. 

Or. lie it so. I indeed have the sweet pleasure of cm- 
bi'ncea, but in time again we-shall bestow them. But do thou 
say, O aged man, (tor tliou liast come in season,) by wliat 
doing shall I punish iho murderer of my father, and my 
mother, partaker of an unholy marriage. Is there atight of 
friends well-disposed toward mel Or have I prepared all 
things, according to fortunes? "With whom shall I confeder- 
By night, or by day? By what road shall I tura 
against mine enemies ? 

OtJ> M. O son, to thee unhappy no one is a fiiend. For 
I this tlung is [indecdj a discovery, to share good and evil in 
[ common. But do thou (for thou art utterly undone frtim the 
very foundations, in respect to thy friends, nor hast thou left 
any LopeJ know this, hearing from me. In thy hand and for- 
tune thou ha*t all the chance of recovering thy ancestral house 
and city. 

Or. By doing then what, shall we reach this end ? 

Olu M. By slaj'iiig the son of Tbyestes and thy mother. 

Oe. I nm come for this crown (oC success}, and how' shall 
I obtain it ? 

Oi.R M. Not by going indeed within the walls, even if you 
wished. 

Oit. la ho ])rot.ectod by the guards and their right handat 

Old M. -Thou hast hit it ; for he fears you, and sleeps not 
in certainty. 

Or. Well ! do thou then henceforward advise, old man. 

Old M. And do thou hear me ; for something has just 
come into my thoughta. 

Oii- Majest tjiou give some good advice, and I hear it, 

Ou) M. I saw ^;gislhus as I was coming slowly hither — 
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Oh- I attend to whnt jou have said. In what place'! 

Old M. Near upon these horse-pasturing meadows. 

Ob. Doing wliat? For I see help out of things i 
tricable. 

Old M. He wns preparing a banquet for the nymphs, s 
it seemed to me. 

Oil. Ab a paix'iiicnt for his eon's nurturing, or for fiita 
oifepring? 

thing; he had armed himself fi 



Old M. I know but oi 
he slaughter of a bull. 
Oh. With how many c 
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Old M. No Argive waa 
servants]. 

Ob. Is there any oflo who will know 
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but ills own band [ 

when he sees b 

present, who have nei 



; thee, a 



Old M. 

seen ihee. 

Oa, But would they be friendly to us, if wo 
Old M. Ay, for this is peeuiiur to slaves, 

Or. How, then, should I even approach hii 
Orj> M. Going [to a place] where he will sec 

is sacrificing. 

On. He is in tlie fields by the way itself, e 

Old M. Ay, from whence espying ihce, bo will inrite yoi 

to share his banquet. 

Ob. In truth a bitter fellow-banqueter, if God be v 
Old M- Observe henceforward according to the 
Oe. Well hast thou spoken. But where K my motherl 
Old M, At Argos ; but she will come to the drinking a 

banquet.'^ 

On. But wliereforo did not my mother set out at onee n 

ber husband? 

Old M. She was leh, dreading the reproach of the citizens 
Or- I understand. She knows that she is suspected I ~ 

tlie city. 

Old M. So it is; for an impious woman ia hated. 

" But we mUBt cvidentlj correct Iv rn'jf i. with Reislie. jro 
from, the following lioe. If correct, tiocei ia here " driakicg" 
Barne* observeB. 
Vol. II.— M 
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fellow? 

Else. I indeed will contrive the death of my motber. 

Oit. Aiid trulj fortune eball set that matter right. 

Elec. Let tben this man heip ua, being two. 

Oli> M, This shall be. Kut how wilt tliou deciae 
for thy mother? 

Elec. [Go nnd say Ihuf, old miin, to Clylteninestra.] Bear 
word thai I am brougbt Id bed in lalrar of a male. 

OiJ» M- Whctlier liaving brought jbrlh some tiaie sinee, or 
I lately^ 

£l£c. Ten euns; during which, the woipaii ia labor is 
purified. 

Otj) M. liut what in truth does thiH tend to tby motber's 
tieatbl 

Elec. She will come, when she has heard of my cbild-birth 
Bickness. 

Old M. Whence T What dost thou think she cares, O 
child? 

El-EC. Yea, and she will bemoan the dignity*" of my off- 
Bpring. 

Ou) M. Perhaps po ; I lead thy discourse back to the point 
of turning. 

Eij:c. It is plain that slic will perish when she has come. 

OiJ> M. And truly let her come to the very giiles of the 
' dwelling. 

Elec. Is it not a little thing to lum to Hades?" 

Old M. Would that I might die, having sometime beheld 

Elec. Tlien first of all lend the way for this person, old 

Old M. [Wliiit to] where jl\gi8lliiiH is now sacrificing to 
■ the Gods? 

Ei^c. Tlien meeting my mother, deliver my message. 
OiJJ M. Ay, so that it shall seem to be spoken by tliy own 
mouth. 
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^L Oh. I will go, if any one will be leader of the way. 
^V Old M. And in truth I will escort thee not unwillingly. 
^F Oit. O thou ancesti'ul Jove, putter to flight of mine enemies, 
^llty ua, for we have Buffered pitiable things. 

Elec. Ay, pity those who are bom thy descendiint?. 
Oii. And thou, Juno, who rulest over the Jljcenian -.iIults, 
grant ua the victory, if we crave just things. 

Elfx;. Give indeed to us nn avenging power for our aire. 
Or. And thou who impiousLy dost dwell below the enrth, 
father, [and thou queen £arth, to whom I stretch forth my 
hands,] aid, aid these thy dearest children. Now come, tak- 
ing ail the dead as allies, as many na with thee destroyed tho 
Phrygians with, the spear, and as many as hale impious as- 
sassins. Hast thou heard, O thou that Lust suffered dieadful 
tiling from my mother? 

Elec. Father hears all, I know ; bnt it is time to go- And 
to thee I proclaim moreover that ^giathus must die. So that, 
if in contest thou shalt full a deadly fall, I also am dead ; nor 
Speak of me as living ; for I will smite my head witli a two- 
(xlged sword. But going within the dwelling, I will make 
ready, so that, should prosperous tidings of thee arrive, the 
whole bouse shall shout aloud ; but if thou diest, tho contrary 
of these things will be. I tell thee this. 
Oh. I know all. 

Elec, Thereforeitbehoovesthee tohe aman. Butdoyou, 
O woraoH, well ligjit up the shout of this contest.'^ But I will 
keep guard, carrying in my hand a ready spear. For never, 
overcome by my eneniiea, will I pay the penalty for my body 
to be abused. 

CnOR. A report remains in the ancient traditions of the 
Arrive mountains,'^ that once on a time Fan, the guardian of 
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Mntthiie would join uraXiif uirfl /iarrpoc with xp- ''C*'" "Opeieai, 
making ini — i'rrtK, oa ini VTcpuv STiwaf. Andr. 44^. Begnrding tlie 
Wend of the golden fleece, see OresL 812 sqq. " IpL Taur. 196. Tlia 
folio wing passages are important ; Senee. Tli vest. 22i auq., "Est Felopia 
^i« Dobilein BtubnliB peuus, Arcaoiie aries, ductor opntunti gregis; Ha- 
*" jr onine corpus sffnao comn I>epaQdet aiiro; cnjua e tergo, novi 
II regea sceptrn Tantnlici geruQt: Foseessor hiijua regnal; hnno 
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Kthc fields, breathing forllj a sw-cct-souniHing Eong on tbc well- 
kcompact^d reeds, conducted from its tender mother a ram 
" " . beauteous Heece of gold. And standing on a rocky 
snch, a herald exclaimed, " To the forum, to the forum 
Be, O Myccnians, about to behold prodigies, [andj fearful 
Enons of happy rulers." And choirs of the sons of Atroua 
1 the dwelling, and tho gold-decked temples'^ were 
3ned, and on the altars through the cily the fire offered by 
le Argives blazed. And the pipe, the minister of the Muses, 
' " ' I most beauteous sound, and delightful songa iii- 
1 concerning the golden lamb, as praises of Thyestcs.'^ 
' g seduced the dear wife'^ of Atreus to clandestine 
fniiptials, he bears off the prodigy to his home, and returning 
to the assembly, he proclaims that be possessed the golden- 
fleeced horned flock in his dwelling. Then indeed, then Jove 
changed the shining paths of the slars, and the light of tho 
Sun, and the white face of Morn, and to the western side ho 
(liivcs [them] with warm flames glittering from heaven, and 
I he damp clouds [go] toward the north, and the dry seals of 
Ilammou are parclicd for lack of moisture, deprived of the 
frtirest showers from Jove.'''' It is said {hut with me, at least, 
it has little credit) that the golden- visaged Bun lumed away, 
having changed his warm station through a mortal misfor- 
tune, on account of mortal justicc^^ But stories terrible to 
mortals are a gain for tho worship of the Gods; of which 
thou being unmindful, hast slain thy husband, thou joint. 
mother'" of noble children.*" Hold, hold, my friends, heard 
ye a noise? or has a vain opinion possessed me, like as the 
tnntro domiis Fortuna eequitiir." A poet in Cicer. da N. D. iii., "Addo 
line, quod mihi part«nto ccelestum pater Prodigiimi miBil., regni stabili- 
meo mei; Agnum iotev pecudpa oiiren elarnm coma. QaoDdam Tbya* 
ten clepere uusum esse e rcgia: Qua in re adjutricem conjugem copiC 
gibi." 
w ** I Bee little difficulty !□ tinderstaDiliag 8j'fu^ai aa put fur the tem- 
I iplea themselves, a part for tho who-le. 

'' But read lif iarl ioyo^, Qveotob, with Seidl. Diiid. 

* Aerope. Cf. Serv. on ^o. xx. 262. Ujgin. Fab. 66. Columna on 
Suniiis, F^^p□. p, S72 aq, ed. Hessel. 

^' Ai69ev=iK Aidf, (C£ Hel. S, ^iof ^UKudoc. Alcnua, Fragm. 1.) 

m tbe Buppouljon that raia was sent by Jove. 

' i.e.tlieTliyeBtean banquet, in revenge for the seduction of Aeropp. 

* Merely equivalent to yrvlTeipa, nnlesa we underftaDil, witti Uii»- 
ive, "qua timwt procreaeit, i. e. aimul cnm mnrito." 
<■ Electrs and Creates. 
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ether thundering of Jove? Behold! these sounds ; 
drafted not indistinct. My mistress Electra, puss ou 
dwelling. 

Elec. My friends, what is tlie matter? To what peril a 
we eome 1 
^^^k Chob. 1 know but one thin^, I Lear a shriek of death, 
^^^k Ei.EC. I also heard it, fur o&' indeed, hut yet [I heard it]. 
^^^B Cnoii. Ay, I'ur sound comes a long distance, and still clear, 
^^^H Elec. Is it the groan of an Ai^ve, or of my friends ? 
^^^H Chob. I know not ; for all iLe tone of the cty is confused. 
^^^K Elec. Thou cnjoinest this as a. death to me ; why do wo 
^^Baritatc? 

^^^H'Choi!. Stop! that thou maycst clearly learn thy fortunes. 
^^^B' £lec. It can not be. We are vanquished; for where are 
^^^Bie messengers ? 

^^^r Chob. They will come ; it is no easy task to kill a king. 
Messengeb. O ye victorious Mycenian vit^ins,! pronounce 
to all his friends that Oresles ia victorious, and that the mur- 
derer of Agamemnon, .^gisthus, lies on the ground ; and it is 
meet to adore the Gods. 

Elec. And who art thou? How dost thou signify to me 
thin^ certain? 

Mess. Knowest thou not that thou bcholdcst in me on at- 
tcndant on thy brother. 

Elec. O dearest one, through fear indeed I had a difliculty 
in recognizing thy face ; but now indeed I know thee. What 
eayest thou T Is my father's hated murderer dead ? 

tMsss. He is dead ; I tell ihee twice, what thou indeed 
»iahest. 
CuoB. O Godfi, and Justice, that beholdest all things, thou 
fcast come at last. 
I Elec- But in what manner and by what system of slaugh- 
Br he slew the son of Thyestes I desire to learn. 
I Mess. After we bad withdrawn our footsteps from these 
dwellings, we entered upon a dividing wagon-road, where 
was the renowned king of the Mycenians. And he chanced 
to be walking in his well-watered gardens, cropping for hia 
head branches of tender myrtle. And on seeing us, he cries 
out: O strangers, who are ye? Whence come ye, and of 
what land are ye ? And OresSes replied : " Wc are Tliessa- 
lians, and are come to Alplieus in order to sacrifii-e lo Olym- 
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LpiBn Jove." And jEgralhus, hearing this, speaks tlius: 
wMow indeed ye niust be os lay hearth-sharers in the fcaet; 
mfor 1 happen to be sacrificing a bull to the Nymphs ; but hav- 
neg risen in the moi-ning from bed ye will go tbe same way.^' 
■But let us go -within the house." AaA, thus saying, he took 
Ka by the hand, and led us on ; nor was it right to refuse. 
HBut when wo were within tbe bouse, he speaks thus: "Let 
name one with all speed bring lavers for the guests, that they 
Bnay stand round tlie altar near the lustral vessels." But 
^pKstes answered: "We are but lately purified in pure baths 
Btwm river streams. But if it liefit strangers to join with the 
^btizens in sacrifice we are ready, king iEgisthus, and refuse 
Kot." Thisconference then they both broke otfintbe middle; 
nnd the servants, having laid down tlie spears, the protection 
nf their master, all set their bands to work. .Some bore a 
■vessel to catch tbe blood ; others uplifted the canisters ; oth- 
brs kindled the fire, and placed the caldrons round the 
Biearth ; and the whole roof echoed. But the partner of thy 
Haotlier's bed, taking the salted cakes, cast them on tbe altar, 
^teeaking such words aa these: "Ye Nymphs of the rock, 
^rarant] that I may often sacrifice a bull, as also my wife 
Inrithin the house, the daughter of Tyndarus, faring as we do 
niDW ; but that my enemies [may fare] ill" — meaning Orestes 
Land thee. But my master prayed the opposite — not speaking 
aloud — that he might recovci' bis ancestral hooie. And ^gis- 
thus, taking a straight knife oat of the canister, cut off [some 
of] the bullock's hair, and placed it on the pure flame vrith 
his right hand; then he slew the bullock on the ehouldera of 
the servants, as they lifted it with their hands, and speaks 
thus to thy brother : " Tliey boast that this is among tbe no- 
ble deeds of the Thessalions, to diesect a bull skillfully, and to 
rein in boraea. Take the steel, O stranger, and prove that the 
report coueerning the Thessalians is true." But he, having 
seized in his bands the well-^Tought Doric blade, stripping 
ofi' the well-fastened robe from his shoulders, took Pylades, in- 
deed, as an assistant in the toil, and pushed away the domestit-s. 
Then seizing the foot of the bullock, he laidhai'e the white Hcsb, 
stretching out his hand, and more quickly stripped off the skin 
tlian a horse courser could finish twice twelve hundred pacefi,^ 

Tlie sense U, " you will uuiiie to Hig euiiie lliii 
mi-he binilsred oa your way. 
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and be oix^ueU tbe flunk. And TE^i^llm.i, taking tlic entrap 
in hia hands, examined Ihem. But the lobe « 
entrails; and ihcentranee [of the Hverj and the receptacle S 
the bile denoted evil attacks upon the searcher. And he Ej^ 
deed knit hie brow; but my roaster asked, '' ' 
thou sad, Btrangor V [H& repliedj : " I fear Bome fof 
eign plot; for the son of Agamemnon is most detested, and 
b hoetilo to mine house," Hut he replied : " Dost thou dread 
the stratagem of a wanderer, being ruler over the city^ Will 
not some one exchange for ua a I'hthian chopper'^ instead of 
a Dorian, that we may celebrate the banquet of inspection?^ 
I will cleave open the brcasL"^^ Then holding, he cleaves it ; 
and ..l^Bthus, taking the entrails, i^^ contemplated them, hav- 
ing separated them. But as he stooped down, thy brother, 
standing on tip-toe, smote him on the spine, and broke the 
joints of his back. And all liis body was convulsed up and 
down, and he howled, dying with difficulty from the death- 
blow. Bat when the servants beheld il, they forthwith rushed 
to arms, being many to fight against two ; but through their 
valor Pj-lados and Orestes stood brandishing their weapons 
before their faces. And he (Orestes), said: "I am not come 
as an enemy to this city, nor to my subjects, but I, the hap- 
less OrcsI«s, have avenged myself on the murderer of my sire. 
Stay me not then, ye ancient domestics of my sire." But 
lliey, after they heard hia words, restrained their spears; and 
he was recognised by some aged veteran in the house. And 
straightway they crown the head of thy brother, rejoicing, 
shouting. And he comes to thee to show the head, not bear- 
ing that of the Gorgon, but uf liim tliou hatest, jEgisthua. 
But blood for blood lias come upon him, who now dies, as the 
bitter payment for a debt. 

tCiiOK. Place thy step for a dance, dear one, like a fawn, 
With delight lightly moving iia bounding iilofl. Thy brother 
fiDnquore,^^ having accomplished a garland-bearing better than 
br the streams of Alpheus. But chant a strain of victory for 
By dance. 



" Becaaae Orestes pretended to be n Tliesull 
" Witli ittvoTitpiav understBud daivt/ii or Braic 
'' Called a tortoise from its simUar sliape. B 
■* i. e, a! the bronat. tlia boHrl, hings. etp. 
" 1 rend VIK9, with C«nter, Muagr., Dind. 
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[ Elec. O light, O splendor of the four-liorsed sun, O earth, 
pd niglit,^ which I before beheld, now ntiDe eye, anil ye folds 
of Leaven]'* now free, since jtgiBthus, my lather's murderer, 
has fallen. Come, I must bring out whatever ornaments for 
the hair I [possess]^" and my dwellings conceal, O friends, aud 
1 will crown the head of my victorioua brother. 

Chok. Do you then bring forth ornaments for the head; 
but on our part the dance loved by the Muses shall proceed. 
Now our former well-beloved kings rule our land, having 
justly put down the unjust ; and let a shout go forth, attuned 
to joy. 

Elec. thou with a glorious victory, born of a sire vic- 
torious in the war under Troy, Orestee, receive fillets for tlie 
locks of thine hair. For thou art come to thy home, not an 
having run nn useless contest of six plethra,''' but having slain 
the enemy .^Egutlkus, who destroyed thine and my aire- And 
do thou, Pylades, a shield companion, [and] nursling of a. most 
pious man,^'^ receive a garland from my hand; for ibou too 
bearcat an equal ehare of the contest with this man ; and mny 
ye ever appear to me fortunate. 

On. Think in the first place, Elcctra, that the Gods are the 
leaders of tbis fortune, and then comniend me, the minister 
of the Gods and of fortune. For I am come, having slain 
iEgisthua not in word, but in dL-od; and to give any one the 
power of knowing this clearly, I bring the dead himself to 
thee ; whom, if thou wilt, expose as n prey to wild beasts, or, 
fixing to a stake, stick him down, a booty for birds, the cliil- 
dren of the sky. For he is now thy slave, having before been 
called thy master. ^^ 

Elec. I am ashamed, yet wish to speak. 

Or. What is it, speak ; since thou art far off from fea 

El£C. [I fear] to insult the dead, lest some one smite m 

Ok. Tliere is no one who could blame thee. 

Elec- Our city is hard to please, and fond of slandor. ' 

" i. e. her former miaery. 

" This is liiiL harab, and Reisbe's li^nraai Id vei 
ei'. Euripides is very fond of the other expresaioa. 
™ Eenl 'xu for 'yfii, with Canter, Diniiorf. 

" i. e. u Btadiitm= fi furlong. 

" Strophics, the Phoeian. jr^icv/ta = iroif. 
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Ok. Spenk, if thou dcsirest, sister ; for we have cnf ered upo^H 
enmity with this person upon terms that admit of no treatjr.W 

Et.EC. (to the corpse of jEgisl/ivs) Well then, what hegiafl 
ning of reproaches shall I address to thee? AVhat end? wliafl 
middle discourse shall I draw out 1. And trul^ &om the daw^H 
I never ceased muttering what I wished to say to thy fac^J 
had I indeed been free from my former fears. Kow llien I a^fl 
so ; and I will repay thee tliose words of ill which I wonl^l 
have said to thee living. Thou didst destroy me, and, naugbfl 
injured, didst make me and this man bereft of a dear fathei^J 
and didst shamefully marry my mother, and murder her hui>SH 
band, the leader of the Grecian army, not having [thysc!f^| 
gone against the Phrygians. And to such an extent of foU^B 
didst thou come, that thou didst hope to find my mothgj 
not wicked toward thee, hut thou didst injure my falhet'lM 
bed. But let a man know, when alter having corrupted ^V 
man's wife with secret nuptials, he is subsequently (.(impelled 
to take her, that he ia a wretched being, if he thinks thai she 
in tlic one case will bo unminiiful of chastity, but wilt he 
mindful of it with him. And most miserably didst thou live, 
not thinking to live ill; for thou knewest indeed that thou 
hadst made an unholy mairiage, and my mother [knew] that 
she in thee possessed an impious husband. But being an 
evil pair, ye obtained your fortune, she thine evil one, and 
thou hers. And among all the Argives thou didst hear sneh 
words as these: "See that woman's slave," not "the hus- 
band's wife." But surely this is base, for the woman, not the 
man, to rule the household ; and I loathe those children, wlio 
are named in the city not from the male sire, but from the 
mother. For ivhen a man marries a conspicuous and supe- 
rior match, of the man there is no account, hut of the woman. 
Which thing has most deceived thee, not knowing it. Thou 
didst boast to be somebody, relying on thy wealth ; but wealth 
is naught, except to tarry with us for a little time. But na- 
ture is stable ; not money ; since the one ever remaining up- 
lifts her head ; but wealth unjust, and dwelling with the faol- 
ish, is wont to flit from the house, haying flourished for a short 
season. But for the matters regarding women 1 am silent; 
for it is not seemly for a virgin to speak [oi them], and 
knowingly I will but hint. Tliou didst wanton, as possessing, 
forsooth, a regal palace, luid as being firm in beauty. But 
M2 



may my liusband be he, who has not the fncc of a \irgiii, but 
of manly luanner. For their children depend on Marei hut 
mere prelliness is an ornament only in tlie dunt'e. Perdition 
seize thee, ignorant of all ; for whicb, in time detected, thou 
hast paid the penalty, being thus an evil-door. Let not a man, 
if he run the first course well, think ha will win the victory, 

t. before ho comes nigh the line, and turns the end of life. 

i CiiOR. He has done dreadful deeds, and a. dreadful relribn- 
tion lias lie paid to thee and this man. For a mighty Btrength 
does justice possesa. 

Or. Be it so. It behooves you, servants, to hear tbe body 
of this man within, and to give it to darkness, tbat when my 
mother comes, she may not see the corse before [her own] 
death. 

I Elec. Stop ! I/et us thi-ow ourselves upon anolher topic. 

1 Oh, Whatt dost thou see ansiliary ti'oops fi*ora Mycenie'? 

L Elec. No, but tbe mother, "who gave me birth. 

I Or. Opportunely indeed, she comes into the midst of the 

W Elec. And truly she is brilliant in her chariot and robes. 

V Or. What then shall we do 1 shall we murderour mother? 

I Elec. Does pity possess tliee, as soon as thou seest thy 

m laother's person ? 

I Or. Alas ! for how shall I &lay her, who bore and notirisb- 

r«dme? 

I Ei-RC. Like as she destroyed thy sire and mine. 

K ')][. l'lia:bus, much folly indeed bast tbou prophesied — 

I IClec. But wliere Apollo is foolish, who are wise ? 

f Ok. Who hiist hidden me to slay my mother, whom it is 

I not fitting. 

I Elec. But in what art Iboit harmed, avenging tJiy father? 

ft Or. Having been then"^ pure, I shall now be accnseil of 

^%iy mother's nmrder. 

m Elec. Ay, and not avenging thy fathci-, thou wilt ho im- 

r Or. But I shall pay to my mother the penalty of dcntli, 
I Elec. But to whom, on tlie other hand, shouldst thou 
^abandon the avenging of thy sire ? 

I ORi Did not some demon, likened to the God, enjoin (hat? 
B Elec. What, sitting on the sacred tripod t I opine not. 
I " Viz. when I waa ordered to slny liar. 



Ok- Shall I then contrive the panic artifice agHinst herT 
Elec, Ay, by whieli ihou also didst destroy lier husband 

■ JEgi^hua, having slain him. 

On, I will enter in ; hut 1 am beginning a dreadful at- 
tempt. Ay, and I shall do dreadful things ; but if this eeems 
fit to the Gods, let it be ; but llie contest ia for me [|at once] 
bitter and sweet. 

Ciion. Ho! thou royal Jady of the land of Argos, daughter 
of Tjndarus, and sister of the twin noble sons of Jove, who 
inhabit the flnniing ether, amid the Btars, having honors from 
mortals as protectors amidst the waves of the sea. Haill I 
reverence you equally with this Gods, because of your wealth 
and gi'eat iiujipincES. And it is now the season for thy for- 
tunes, O queen, to be respected by all. 
_ Ct-T, Descend from tlic chariot, je Trojan damsels, and lay 
Fiu^ of my hand, that I may place my foot outside this ear. 
' For the houses indeed of the G-oda are adorned with Phrygian 
'Bpoils; but I possess in niy honsc these, chosen fmio the Tro- 
jan land, in place of the daughter whom I lost, a small but 
honorable gift. 

Elec. iiihall I not tiicn, i 
out of my ancestral liome and i 
take hold of thy happy hand? 

Cly. Tliese slaves are present. Do not thou labor for met 
Elec. What, hast thou not dislodged me, in truth, us a 
— diive from the housel for when mine house Wiia taken, I was 
t-tnken, like as these women, being lefl destitute of a father, 

■ Cly. Such plans indeed did thy sire devise against those 
friends flgiiinst whom it least behooved him. But I will speak, 
although, when a wrong opinion possesses a woman, there is 
a certain bitterness upon her tongue, (as indeed is the case 
with us,) not fitly indeed ; but it is just that we hate, when 
we have learned the matter, if i ndeed one has right grounds for 
heting. But if not, why should one hate'? Now Tyndarns 
bestowed me on thy sire, not that I nor my children should 

But that man, having persuaded my daughter by the 
retended] nuptials of Achilles, went from home leading ha 
' e ship-receiving Aulis, where stretching her above the 



lother, (for I am a slave cast 
inhabit an unhappy dwelling,) 



N 



fioaa— ?o8e' 

pile, lie cut through tlic fair clieck of Ipliigcnia. Sow if, to 
prevent the capture of a citj', or to benefit his house, and puvc 
his other childi'en, he had Blain one on hchalf of muny, it would 
hara been pardonable ; but n&w because Helen was a wanton, 
and he who had recovered her knew not how to chastise a 
traitorous wife, on Ibis account he (Agameranon) deatrojed 
mj child. At thif, then, although injured, I was not rendered 
savage, nor would I have slain my husband. But he came to 
me hringing a raving God-poesessed girl, and introduced her 
to his bed, and would havo had two wives at once in the same 
dwelling. Now women are foolish, 1 will not deny it ; hut 
wlicn this being the case, a liusband errg, by neglecting the 
bed in his home, a wife is wont to imitate her husband, and 
pOEsesa another love. And then the blame shines Ibrth upon 
u3 i but the men, who are the cause of this, are in no bad re- 
pute. But if Menelaus had been privily carried o£f iioia 
home, must I needs have slain Orestes, that I might pre- 
serve Menelaua my sister's husband? And how would thy 
Mre have tolerated thia? Was it then riglit that he indeed 
should not die, having slain my [children], but that I should 
suffer at his hands') I slew bim; I turned myself the way 
that lay open to his enemies. For who of your father's 
friends would have Bhared the deed with mef Say, if thou 
desirBst aughl, and lay down with freedom, on the other side, 
that thy father died not justly. 

Elec. Thou hast spoken juatly; but even justice has some- 
thing of di^race ; for it behooves a woman who is in her 
senses to yield to her husband in all things. But if this seems 
not so, neither does it come into the accomit of my words. 
Kemember, mother, the last words thou didEt say, in permit- 
ting me to speak to thee with freedom. 

Clt. Ay, and I say so now, and deny not, child. 

Klec- But wilt thou, O mother, treat me ill, when thou 
'bast heard ^ 

Clt, Not BO ; but I will add what is pleasant to tby feelings. 

Ei.EC. I will speak then; and this is the beginning of my 
prelude, Would thai, O mother, tliou hadst possessed a wiser 
piind. For the form indeed both of Helen and thee is worthy 
to bear commendation; but ye ivere bom twin si.sters, hotL 
Tfanton, and not worthy of Castor. For she indeed being car- 
ried off, willingly was lost ; but thou hast destroyed the best 
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man of Greece, alleging a pretense, tliaL Uiou didst slay t 
husband on ihy cliild's account (for they know not well t 
facts, OS I do) 1 tbou who, before tiie aacriiice of thy dnughte 
was completed, and when thy husband had bul lately set o 
fi-om home, didst adorn the auburn tresses of thine ho' 
a mirror. But n woman who, while her husband i. 
from home, decks herself out for beaut)-, writes herself down 
as evil. For it behooves ber to show not iit all her fair faco 
out of doors, unless she is seeking some wickedness. But I 
know that tliou alone of :ill tho Grecian women didst rejoice, 
if the I'lojan affairs prospered ; bot, if they had the worst, that 
thou didst wear a clouded look, not wishing Agamemnon to 
return from Troy. And yet there were good reasons for thee 
to be chaste. Thou hadst a husband not worse than .£gisthus, 
whom Greece chose for her general ; and when thy sister Helen 
had done such deeds, it was in thy power to obtain great re- 
nown ; for evil deeds furnish an c^^ample and contemplation to 
tbe good. But if, as thou sayest, my father slew thy daughter, 
how have I and my brother injiired thee? "Why then didst 
thou not, having slain tliy husband, unite to us ancestral 
hoaaesi but thou carried off stranger nuptials, purchasing a 
husband for hire. And neither is thy Imsband (J^nsthus) 
banisheil on account of thy son (Orestes), nor is he dead on my 
account, twice having alain me on account of my sister (Iphi- 
genia)? But if slaughter shall requite slaughter, I and thy 
son Orestes must slay thee, avenging our father. For if those 
deeds were just, these arc just likewise. But whosoever, look- 
ing to wealth or nobility, marries a wicked woman, is a fool; 
for an humble, yet modest partner is belter in one's house, 
than a powerful one. 

C^OI^ Tlierc is a fatality in the nuptials of women; for I 
perceive that among mortals some maiTiages fall out well, 
some not welL 

Clt. O daughtei-, thou wert bom to love ever thy sire. 
And this is the case: some side with the males; but others 
love their mother rather than tlieir father. I will pardon thee ; 
for in truth, my child, I do not so very much rejoice in what 
I have done. But thus unwoslicd, and with thy form thus 
badly clothed, host thou just ceased from thy throes in child- 
birth t Alas ! wretched me for my devices ; how have I 
stirred my husband to wrath more than was tilting ! 
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Elec. Thou mournest late, when Ihoii-hiist no remedj. 
. My father is dead ; but why doBt thou not retull thy son who 
is wandering out of this landl 

Ci.T. I have a fear, and consider my own iiitereats, not hja. 
I For he is angered, as they say, at the death of )iia father. 

Ei.EC. Wliy then dost thou keep thy hoshnnd furious 
against us? 

Cly. Such are his raannere ; and thou also art self-willed. 

Ei,KC. For I am pained ; but I wiil cease being wToth. 

Cf.T- And truly he shall no longer be harsh to thee. 

Elec. He is very proud, for lie dwells in my house. 

Ci.v. Dost thou sec ? Thou ai't again fanning new quarrels. 

Elkc. I wilt be eilcnt, for I foai" him, aa I fear hiin.'^' 

Clt. Cease from these words. But wherefore didst thou 
cull me, child! 

Eijsc. Thou hast heard, I suppose, of my being brought to 
bed. On this account do thuu offer saerjflco for me, (for I 
know not how,) on the tenth diiy of the month from the child's 
birth, '^ as is the custom. For I am not experienced, being 
hitherto childless. 

Ci-Y. This is the task of another, who has acted as niid- 

Elec. I myself was lay midwife, and alone brought forth 
an infant 

Ci.Y. Dost thou inhabit a home so neighboriess of friends? 

Elec. No one desires to possess the pour as friends. 

Clv, But 1 will go, that I may sacrifice for the accom- 
plished number of the child's [days] ; but iifter I have done 
this favor for thee, I will go to the lidd where my husband 
is offering sacrifices to the Nymphs. But ye, attendants, lead- 
ing these harnessed steeds, pla.ce them in the stalls ; but when 
ye think that I am released fi-om this sacrifice to the Gods, be 
at hand; for it behooves mo also to do favor to my husband. 

" Alluding to hia death. "Woodliull : 

"For I dread bim, as far as tlierc is cauM 
To dread ^gistlius." 
" CfL Aristoph. At, *B4. if isKaniv yap wore ■nniSapln-j Kh/Sel^ une- 
trivoii til ioTtl, where the Sclioliast reninrKB tliat tlio bii'th-day festival 
•nd the naming of til s child was celebrated on tlie tenUi, by other*, oil 
tba savonth day after birtli. Among the Romniis l.lio lustration-doy 
was the eighth for girls, the nioth for boya lAUElEit do Liutnit. g ST. 
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Elec. Enter into our poor abode; but lake cave lest the 
Binofcy roof discolor liiy i-obea, for thou fhult make such a. 
(Bcrilice to the Gods aa behoovea thee. {Cli/tamneatra gots in.) 
for the canister is ready, and the knife whetted, which has 
nfready destroyed the bull, near whom thou stricken slialt 
full. And even in the house of Hades thou shalt be utiitcd 
to him with whom thou didst sleep during life. So great a 
favor will I bestow on thee ; and thou on me an atonement 
for my father. 

CiiOR. A requital for evils, chsmged galea for the house are 
blowing. Then indeed in tlio bath my lord, my lord fell, 
and the house shrieked, and tLe stone-pi nnadea of the house, 
us lie spake thus : " O wretched woman, why dost thou play 
me returning to my dear country after ten com -seasons ?" 
Hut a changing tide of justice secretly leads on this woman, 
wretched on account of bcr clianged bed; who having taken 
an axe in her hands, slew willi the Bharp-wlietted blade by her 
own hand her wretched husband, retnming after a long geaeon 
tohia house and the Cyclopeian sky-capping walls, A wretch- 
ed husband, in that he liad a wretched woman for a bane ! 
Like as a mountain lioness, pasturing amidst the oak-lhiekcts 
of the woods, she wrought these deeds. 

Ci.T. diildren, by the Gods, slay not your mother, 

CiiOB. Dost thou hear the noise beneath the roof? 

Cly. Alas ! for nie, for me ! 

Chos. I abo bewail her murdered by her children. In 
truth the deity regulates justice, when there is a chance. 
Wretchedly ba^t thou suffered ; but impious deeds hast thou 
done to thy husband, ftnhappy one. Hut hither the^e direct 
their foot from tlie house, defiled with the new-shed blood of 
their mother, terrible evidences of Ler hapless addresses [to 
them]. There is not, nor ever was a house more wretched 
than that of the descendants of Tantalus. 

Or. O earth and Jove, that sur\'eyest all raorlal things, be- 
hold these bloody, horrid deeds, two bodies prostrate on the 
ground, by a blow from my hand, a requital of mine ills. 

Elec. Mournful matters indeed, O brother, but I am the 
cause. Through fire I have wretched gone against this my 
Tnother, who gave mo, her daughter, birth. Alas! for thy 
fortime, thy fortune, O mother that didst give me birth ; thou 
that hast suffered accursed things, wretched and r 
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[wTetcliedJ, at the hands of thy children. But jusltj baet 
thou atODcd for niy father's murder. 

Or. Alus ! Phcebus, thou didst enjoin justice ; thou hast 
Wrought publicly griefs not to be told, and hast given bloody 
nuptials from Greece. But to what other city can I gu^ 
What host, what pious friend will look upon the fuce of me a 
matricide ? 

El£C. Alaa! alas forme! And whither Rhall I? to what 
dance, to what unptials, shall I go ? Wljut husband will re- 
ceive ms to a bridal bed I 

Or. Again, again has thy disposition changed [with the 
gale] ;<^^ for thou now bast pious thought?, not having them 
then; but thon, O dear one, liast done dreadful things toward 
thy unwilling brother. Didst thou see how the wretched wo- 
man threw aside lier robes, and showed her bosom during the 
slaughter, alas ! for me, bending her knees to the earth 1 But 
I was like to faint."' 

Elec. I well know thou wast in grief, hearing the pileous 
groan of the mother who bore thee. 

Or. And she uttered auch a cry as this, placing her hand 
on my beard, "My child, I beseech thee;" and she hung upon 
my checks, so that the sword fell from my hands. 

Cqob. Oh ! wretched one, how hast thou had the heart to 
behold in thy sight the slaughter of thy mother breathing her 
last? 

Or. I indeed ca.s(ing my rohca upon mine eyes, began [the 
slaughter] with ray sword, driving it into my mother's neck. 

Eleo. And I indeed cncournged thee ; and at the same time 
laid hands on the sword. You have done''' the most dreadful 
of deeds. 

Oil Take hold, take hold, cover the limbs of my mother 
with garments, close up herwounds. Murderers in ii-uth didst 
thou give birth to for thyself. 

Elec. See, thee a friend, yet not a friend, we cover with 
garments, a finish of the great ills in the house. 

Cnoit. But hither above the summit of the house nppenr 
some demons, or of the heavenly Gods ; for this is no path for 
mortals. Why come they into the clear sight of mortalat 



' Dindorf woulil o 

' Bat Seidler vends ipe^, 
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Castor asd roLLUX, {appearing) O son of Agamemnon, 
listen ; for tLc twin brothers of thy mother, the sons of Jove, 
call upon thee, Castor, and this his brother Follux. But 
having lately appeased a terrible storm of tlie ocean, Vfe have 
come to Argos, when we saw the slaughter of this our aiater, 
thy molher. She then has wliat was just, hut thou dost not 
80; and Phrebus, Pheebus — but I will be silent, for he is my 
king — biit being wise, he prophesied to tlieo things not wise. 
But we must ueeds acquiesce in this. But henceforth it be- 
hooves thee to perform what Fate and Jove have decreed con- 
cerning thee. On Pyladea, indeed, bestow Electra i:^ a wife 
for bis house ; but do thou leave Ai^oR, for it is not for thee 
to tread this land, having slain thy mother. But the dreadful 
Furies, the dog-visaged Goddesses, will drive thee maddened to 
roBQi astray. And when thou Bbalt arrive at Athens, embrace 
the hallowed image of Minerva ; for she will drive them off, 
terrified by her terrible dragons, so as not to touch thee, stretch- 
ing forth the Goi^on-faced circle over thine head. Now there 
is a certain hill of Mars, where the Gods fir^t sate in vote 
concerning blood, whea savage Mare, in wrath for the impious 
nuptials of his daughter,*" slew Halirrothius, tlie Bon of the 
ruler of the ocean, where from, that [time] there is a most 
pious and firm judgment for the Gods. Here it behooves thee 
aUo to run the gauntlet concerning murder. But votes being 
placed equal will preserve thee from dying by justice; for 
Loxias will take the blame upon himself, having commanded 
the murder of your mother. And to those Lereailer this law 
shall be fixed, that the defendant shall always escape by equal 
votes. The fearful Goddesses indeed, stricken with this vexa- 
tion, will sink into a chasm of the earth near the hill itself, a 
sacred pious oracle [hereafter] for mortals. But thee it be- 
hooves to dwell in a city"" on the streams of Alpheus, near the 
Lycoaan inclosure ; and the city shall be called after thy name. 
To thee indeed I have thus spoken ; but this corse of .figistbuB 
tlie citizens of Argos shall conceal in a tomb of earth. But 
Uenelaus, who has just arrived at Nauplia, since he has con- 
quered the Trojan land, and Helen, will bury thy motlier. 

" Alcippe. the daiipliter of Mora, waa violated by HaUrrotbinfl. C£ 
Apollod. iiL 13. Sao Meui-a. Areop. S 10, p. 85 sq. 

" CE Oreat 1846 eqq. It was befora colled 'ACavio, and formed a 
diitiict of Aixadia, Pauean, viii. 4. St^pli. Byz. a. v. 
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!• [Helen] i§ come from Ihe lioiiso of I'rolcun, Laving left 
j'pt ; nor did she go to the Phrygians. But Jove, in order 
that Ntrife and Elaughtcr of mortals might arise, ^nt aa image 
«f Helen to Troy. I^t I'ylades then, having this damsel as 
his wife, return to his home in Iho Achaian land, and bear 
him who is nominally thy hrother-in-law'" into the land of the 
Pliociuiis, and give him weight of wealth. But do thou, pass- 
ing with thy foot over the neck of the Isthmian land, go to- 
ward the prosperous house of Cecropia ; for having fulfilled 
thy destineil fate [resulting} from this murder, ihou wilt be 
happy, being freed from these ilia. 

CuoK. O sons of Jove, is it lawful for us to approach thy 



Cab. Aia> For- It is lawful, for those not polluted by these 
murders. 

Or. And may I share in speech, Eons of Tyndarusl 

Cas. and Pol. Thou maycst. I will lay this deed of blood 
upon Phojbus. 

Chor. How, being Goda and brothers of this woman who 
hath perished, did ye not avert the calamities from these 
houses? 

Cas. axd Foi.. Destiny of necessity led on her fate, and Ihe 
unwise words of the tongue of Fhcebus. 

Ei.EC. But what Apolio [compelled] mef What oracles 
pronounced that I should be the murderess of my mother t 

Cab. and Pol. Common was the deed, and common the 
fale; and one curse of your ?irce has btiras^d both. 

Os. sister mine, seeing thee after a lung lime, I am im- 
mediately deprived of thine endearments, and, left by thee, I 
leave thee, 

Cas. and Fol. She has a busband and home. She has not 
Buffered things to bo pitied, save that she leaves her Argive 
city. 

Ok. And what other greater cause is there for groaning, 
than to leave the boundaries of one's country? But I shall go 
out from my father's house, and undergo the charge of murder 
of my mother at the votes of others. 

Cas, and Foi- Be of good cheer. Thou wilt come to the 
holy city of Pallas. But hear up. 

Elec- Join thy breast to my breast, O dearest brother ; for 
" Mcaoiiig the old pcuaunL 
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the bloody curses of our mother disjoin us from our ancestral 
home. 

Or. Throw thy body closely, hug me ; and weep, as on the 
tomb of me dead. 

Cas. and Pol. Alas ! alas ! thou hast uttered this a terri- 
ble thing even for Go^ to hear. For in me and in the in- 
habitants of heaven there is pity for much-toiling mortals. 

Or. No more shall I behold thee. 

Eleg. Nor shall I approach thine eye. 

Or. This is my last address to thee. 

Elec. O fare thee well, city, and fare ye well, and greatly 
well, my female citizens. 

Or. O most faithful sister, art thou now on thy way ? 

Elec. I am on my way, bedewing my tender cheek. 

Or. Pylades, go rejoicing, wed the form of Electra. 

Cas. and Pol. The marriage shall be their care ; but do 
thou, fleeing from these dogs,"^^ ^r^nd thy way to Athens, for 
with their snaky hands, these black-skinned [Furies], fraught 
with the fruit of dreadful woes, cast their dread footstep upon 
thee. But we [hie] to the Sicilian Sea in haste, to save the 
maiine prows of ships. And passing through the ethereal 
plain, the wicked indeed we aid not ; but to whom holiness 
and justice is dear in their life, these we preserve, releasing 
them from heavy toils. Thus let no one be willing to act un- 
justly, not let him sail together with the perjured. I, a God, 
proclaim this to mortals. 

CiiOR. Farewell ; but whosoever of mortals is able to fare 
well, and bends not under some misfortune, fares happily. 

w The Furies appear. 
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PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

SILENUS. 

CHORUS OF SATYRS. 

ULYSSES. 

CYCLOPS. 



THE argum:ent. 



On the return of Ulysses from Troy, he was driven to Sicily, where 
Polyphemus and the Cyclops dwelt. Meeting with Silenos and the 
Satyrs, who had been enslaved to Polyphemns, he sought to purchase 
meat and cheese in exchange for wine. Polyphemns entering, Silenos 
accused Ulysses of stealing, and ofiering violence to himself and com- 
panions. All would have perished, but that Ulysses and his sailors 
bored out the one eye of the sleeping Polyphemns, and thereby escaped, 
liberating the Satyi's. The plot is entirely Homeric. 




Bromius, througli tliee I have ten thoufiand toils, both 
now, and when my body was hale in youth. First indeed, 
when, maddened by Juno, thou wentcst away, deserting tliy 
nnrees, the mountain nymphs ; and afterward being an aasist- 
ant to thee on thy right hand in the conflict of the apear with 
the earth-born race, having smitten Enceladus on tbe midst 
of his shield, I slew him witli my spear. Come, let me see, 
do I speak of this, having seen a dream ?' No, hy Jove, since 
indeed I showed even the spoils to Bacchus. And now I am 
exhausting a labor greater than those. For after Juno had 
excited against tliee ii 1'yiTlicnian race of pirates, that tliou 
mightest be^ sold far off, 1, having learned the news, sail with 
my children in quest of thee. Eut myself taking the two- 
Iiandled tiller at the extremity of the stem, steered, and my 
children Bitting at the oare, whitening with oars tlie deep-blue 
sea,^ sought thee, O king. But Just as we had sailed near to 
Malea, an Eastern blast, blowing down upon our ship, drove 

' The full point of tliiBproverhinl saying may be well eetiniBteil from 
llie swaggering of Bacuhus in Arist Rao. 49 aqq. After baasUiig of liis 
exploits, the pot-vdlimit hero observes, Kal KaTiiveafihi ye vavc tQv ■no- 
J-c/iluv $ duicit' ij rpiBKaiicsa. To which the hero Hercules quietly re- 
sponds, aipii ; BflKchus, vj tAv 'kTrSkXu. This being too much even fop 
llsreulea, he exolaimB, k^t' iyaV i^paiofv. I need scarcely observe 
that Sitenus' account of his valor Jind that of his RccompliBlied 
must be talieD " cumgrano sBlis," perhaps with eomc alill larger al 
onee for Satvrio notions of mylhology. 

' Cf. Hesyoh. OinBiin- 

* Cf- Vii^. Ma. 1. 39, " Bpunins £ali.< leie niebaut." 



,.,pU 



us upon ihto rock of ^Titna, where the one-eyed sons of the 
ocean God, the Cyclups, dwell in desert caves, slayers of men.* 
' Being taken captives by one of these we are slaves in his 
bouse i and they call him, whom we serve, Polyphemus, But 
instead of Bacchanalian revels we feed the flocks of the im- 
pious Cyclops. My children indeed, youths bom, are teoding 
Bhecp on the distant downs ; but I remaining [at home] am 
appointed to till the troughs,^ and sweep this house, as the 
servant to the unholy Cyclops at liis impious feasts. And 
now the enjoined command m ust needs be [done], that I sweep 
the dwelling with this iron rake, [and] that we may receive 
my absent master, the Cyclops, and his sheep, in clean caves. 

But already I perceive my sons draw nigh, tending upon" 
their flocks. What is this ? Is this your noise now like that 
of the Hicinnides,'' when, acconipnnying me in Bacchic revelry 
to the house of Atthma, ye drew nigh, wantoning in strains 
of the lyre? 

CuOKtis. Whither indeed for me dost thou, born of noble 
sires, and sprung from noble parents, whither indeed for nio 
dost thou bound o'er the rocTiS?^ Jlere is no gentle gale, or 
gnwsy herbage ; but the eddying water of the rivers lies in the 
troughs near the caves, where'-' are the bleatings of thy young. 
Ho! ho! not here, not here sbalt thou feed? Wilt thou not 
rather to the dewy slope? IIo! I will soon cast a stone at 
thee, get thee gone, O get thee gone, thou homed one, to the 
stall'" of the sheep-pasturing wild Cyclops. Belax for me 
your swollen udders, receive to your breasts your oflspring 
whom yo leave in the beds of the lambs." The bleatings 

" I need hftrJly refer the reader to the story of Achsmonosin Virg. 
j£d. iii, 616 aqq., and llie third Toyage of Sinbad tlie Sailor (xre iciU oall 
him so) in the Arablaa Kiebta. vaL iii. p. S5 aqq,. Lane'a TruDElation. 

• " AItbos, nnde peoorn bibebBnU lligooscaonlea vooat Virgil, Georg. 
iii. vs. 830." Mdsod. 

• Literally, " feed liitlior their flocks," L e. '■ feed them, comiog ia 
tbia direotioa." 

' The i;oiiH>if was a dunce probably more lively than graceful, pe- 
culiar to the Satyrs. See Barnes and Miisgrave. 

■ As this addreas is made to a goat or kid, we must supptjae a little 
of the dithyrambic loftiaess introdueed anitni gralia. 
' ei tor 06 ii the uecessBry corr-ection of Casaubon. 
'• maaiuprra, '"Htabuli cuBtodoni." MusiimvE. 
' So Dindorf, but. with Jlnagrave, I prefer joining i^vui' oTopil(, like 
L ^ooK^/uiTa /jwT^fuv, Bacch. 677. 






of your little young ones day-slumbering yearn for you. 
Will you ever return'^ witliin tlie iEtnoan rocks, having 
quitted the grassy postures? These things are not BauchuB, 
these ore not dances and thyrsus- bearing Bacchants, not the 
clang of cymbals by stream-pouring fountains, not tho fresh 
drippings of wine, or Nesa with the nymphs. To Venns I 
dng a hymn, lacchus, lacclius 1 [Venus,] whom chasing I 
flew with the white-footed Bacchants. O friend, O thou dear 
Bacchus, whither dost thou saunter alone, waving thy auburn 
locks? But I, thy attendant, am a slave to Ji one-eyed Cy- 
clops, wandering a slave in this wretched goat'a-skin vest, refl 
of thy friendship, 

Su- Keep silence, O children, and bid your followers col- 
lect the flocks into the cavea willi rocky roofs- '^ 

Choe. Go. But why hast thou this haste, father? 

Sii. I see on the shore the hull of a Grecian ship, and the 
rulers of the oars with some chieftain drawing nigh to this 
cave i and on their necks they eaiiy empty vessels, being in 
lack of food, and water-pitchers, O unhappy strangers! Who 
can they be? They know not our maslcr Polyphemus, what 
manner of man he is, having approached this inhospitable 
roof, and unhappily arrived near this Cyclops' man-devouring 
jaw. But be quiet, that we maj leani whence they are come 
to the SicihaD rock of JEtaa. 

Ulysses, {entering) Can ye, strangers, tell whence we 
may obtain a river draught, a remedy for thirst? Or is 
any one willing to sell food to ninriners in need? "What is 
this? Wo seem to have entereiH the city of Bacchus; I be- 
hold this troop of .Satyrs near the cave. I bid the oldest first 
" all haU !" 

SiL. Hail! stranger; but say who thou art, and what is 
thy country. 

Ui.13. I am Ulysses of Ithaca, king of the land of the Ceph- 
allenians. 

StL. I know the babbling fellow, the sharp son of Sisyphus. 

Olts. That very man am I. Don't be abusive. 

But u/i0i/?a?.c((- can Imrilly bear ttiia metining, Dindorf rends 

laXiii — ilact, witU Seidier, 

Virg. .£11. i. no, "Bcopuli^ pecdcntibus BDtrum." Eumue apud 
CSo. Tate Q. i., "p«r speluneas Eax^ie sttuctiu asparcia peniloDtibua ;" 
wliere «eo Columna, p. 244, ed. EesMi, 

Vol- n— N 
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SiL, From whence sailing comcet tliou to this Sicilian 
land? 

Ui-YS. From Troy, and the labors at Troy. 

SiL. How I Didst thou not know the passage to your own 
fethcr-land T 

Ults. a storm of winds drove me hither by violence. 

Sii™ By the Gods 1 you're exhausting the same fortune its L 

Ulvs. What, was you, too, brought hither by force T 

Sn- I'ureuing the pirates who carried off Bacchus. 

Ui.YS- And what country is this, and who inhabit It? 

Sii» The ^tnean hill, the highest spot in Sicily. 

Ulys- And where are the walls tindtbrtiiications of the city? 

Sir. There are nones t^^ heights are destitnte of men, 
stranger. 

lii.Ya- And who possess the land ? Is it a race of wild 
beasts? 

SiL. The Cyclops dwelling in caves, not in roofed houses. 

Ui.TS, Obeying whom ? Or is the power with Ihe people? 

Sir- Wandering shepherds ; and no one obeys any body in 
any thing. 

Ulis. But do they sow the wheat of Ceres? or on whal 
do they live? 

SiL. On milk, and cheeses, and the flesh of sheep. 

Ulvs. And have they the cup of Bacchus, the juice of tht 
vine? 

SiL. By no means. Therefore they inhabit a graceless earth. 

Ulvs. But are they guest-loving and pious in respect to 
strangers ? 

Hii_ They say that strangers furnish the sweetest meat. 

Ulys. What sayest thou? Do they rejoice in the flesli of 
' slaughtered men ? 

SiL. No one has come hither who has not been slaughtered. 

Ulvs. But where is the Cyclops hunself? Is he within 
the house? 

i^L. He is gono toward JXtno, hunting wild beasts with 
hounds, 

Ulvs. Knowest thon then what thou mayest do, that wo 
may escape from the land? 

Sil. I know not, Ulysses ; but I would do any thing for jou. 

Ui.vs, Sell us food, of which we are in need. 

SiL. There is no other, as I said, except flesh. 



■iTJi-YS. But even this is a sweet provcntivci of hunger. 

■ Su.. And there is coi^ulated'' cheese, and cows' milk. 

1 Ults. Bear it out ; for the light £of day] is fitting for deal- 

(Bh. But tell me, how much gold wilt thou give instead? 

I TJlts. I carry not gold, but the cup of Bacchus. 

I SiL. O thou that tellest of the dearest things, which wa 

Ulys. And truly Maro, the son of the God, gave nic the 

SiL. He whom I once nursed in these arms? 
Ults- The son of Bacchus, that thou mayest Icaiii more 
, clearly. 

SlL. Is it aboard the ship, or dost thou bring it 1 

TIlts. This wine-skin, which conceals it as you see, old 



.. This would not fill even my mouth. 
Ah ! but p have] even twice as m 




Lich as flows from 



A lovely fountain thou tellest of, and pleasant to m 
. Wilt thou that I first give thee a taste of wine u 

It is just ; for taste will induce the purchase. 
. And truly I bring a cup together with the skin. 
. Come, pour forth, that I may i-ecollect as I drink. 
|1Tli3. See! 

[ SiL. O Gods! how sweet an odor it has! 
fi.YS. What, didst thou see if? 
. No, by Jove, but I smell it. 

fs. Taste then, tliat thou mayest not praiwe it from 
t alone. 
- O Gods! Bacchus invites me to dance. Hah! hah! hahl 
ftUi-YS. Did it trickle through thy throat nicely for thee 
WiBn. Ay, so that it came to the very tips of my nails. 
^TJlis. Besides this we will also give coin. 

. Only open the wine-skin; let the money alone. 

~ ing out then some cheeses, or the offspring of 



I will do this, caring little for my masters. For I 
eaiBus xiv. p. 6SB, c, Tvpic iTioc nppeora to be eliaesa 
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'would readily drain a single cup, giving the cattle of all tLo 
Cyclops in exchange, and cast myself otF the Whit* Hock'^ 
I into the sea, having once got drunk, and bringing down mine 
V eyelids. For he, who rejoices not when drinking, is mad, 
I where it is for this to stand erect, and a handling of breasts, 
a garden is prepared for hands to touch, and dancing too, 
and forgetfulnesa of ill. Shall I then not adore such a cup as 
this, bidding the ignorant Cyclops and the eye mid-head weep 
to his cost ? 

CnoR. Listen, Ulysses; let us hold some converse with tlice. 
Ults. And truly as friends ye confer with a friend. 
CnoK. Did yc take Troy and Helen into your liands'! 
Ulys. Ay, and we have sacked the whole house of the sons 
of Priam. 

Su,. Did ye not then, when ye took the young lady, em- 
brace her all in turn ; since indeed she is fond of being mar- 
ried to many t The traitoress ! who, when she saw a person 
wearing embroidered drawers around his legs, and a golden 
collar around his neck, was all in a tlutler, leaving her good 
little man Menelaus. Never should this same race of women 
have been born — save for me only. See, here is for you food 
of sheep, O king Ulysses, a banquet of bleating Iambs, and no 
scarcity of cheeses of pressed milk. Bear them away ; go as 
quickly as possible from the cave, having given me in return 
the juice of Bacchic clusters. 

Ulys. Alas! hither comes the Cyclops; what shall wc dot 
For we are undone, O old man ; whither must we fly ? 
Sir„ Within this rock, where indeed yc may lie hid. 
Ulys. This is terrible that thou sayest, to go within the 
t toils. 

n.. It is not terrible. There are many retreats m the 
^ rock. 

Ulys. Not so indeed. For greatly indeed would even Troy 

noan, if we fly from one man ; for I have often with my shield 

i withstood an innumerable ci-owd of Phrygians. But if wo 

t must die, we will die nobly ; or living, will well preserve our 

Cyclops. Hold! give way! whatisthis? What is this idle 
p-riot? Why are ye raving in Baccliic guise? Here is not 
' Bacchus, nor cymbals of brass, nor beatings of drums. How 
" The well-bnown "lover's leBp." 



are ray young lambkins in the cave ? Aro thny at the li 
or running uniicr tlie sideH of their dams; and is tliere plenty 
of cheese pressed out in the wicker vatal WLut do you say* 
Wliat speak you? Soon shall some one ofyouaheil tears with 
V of J this stick. Look up, not down. 

■ CiiOR- See 1 wo eic looking up to Jove himself, and I bo- 

"hli the stars and Orion. 

KCto. Ib my dinner well got ready? 

m Chob. It is ready. Only Ic t your jawa be ready.'" 

k'Cyc. Axe the bowls also full of milk? 

7 Chor- Ay, so that you may suck up a whole tubful, if you 

► Ctc. Of sheep's milk, or cow's, or both mixed? 

[ Choe. Of whatever you please. Only don't swallow me. 

k Crc- By no means ; for dancing in the middle of my paunch, 

a would destroy mo by cutting your figures,''' Ah! what 

cipowd is this that I see by the stalls ! Some pirates or thieves 
have landed in the country. I at all events sec these Iambs 
from my caves bound as to their bodies with bent osiers, and 
e chcese-vata scattered about, and this old man with his bald 
d swollen with blows. 
I SiL- Alas! 1 wretched am being beaten into a fever, 
"Cyc. By whom? "VVlio has been pummeling thy head, 
)ldman? 
SiL. These men, Cyclops ; because I would not allow 

n to plunder your property. 
Ctc. Knew they not that I was a God, and sprung from 
Gods? 

SiL. I told them so ; but they carried off your goods, and 
cat the cheese, when I did not allow it, and dragged away the 
Iambs. And they said that, after they had bound you with a 
collar three cubits long, they would by force drill out your 
entrails through your central eye,'" and tan'^ your back well 

'" A tolerable parallel to the heartless conduct of the waiter, wlio 
in answer to the question of the tcaty gentlemaD, whether Lis etenk 
wus ready I wantonlv replied, " No. but j-our ohopa are." Sec Albert 
Smith's "Bowl at Panel].'' 

" The reador will probably call to oiind Baron Muacliansen's ei- 
l_,^it in the bally of the flab. 
* •* But iu^Mi-, SoALiQ. Dnra. 

■ '* dmTmlictv andjaiXuva are the excellont anjendations -^ "■■'—■'- 
pb Grit. 2, p. 208, for anodrt^em and TraMva. Heath 
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fiir you with a scoui^c; and then, liaving bound yoii, they 
"Would cast you into tho deck of their ship, and sell you to 
somebody, to heave up Btoncs, or put you to the miU. 

Ctc- Indeed ! Will you not with ull haste go and sbarpen 
the knives, and collecting a mighty pile of fagots, set it on 
firel that being slaughtered forthwith, they may fill my bel- 
ly as I eat flesh warm from off the coals for the t'arver,^ 
and some boiled and Eodden in n caldron; for I am sick of 
the mountain -haunting deer; I have banqueted enough on 
lions and stags, and it is a long time since I laslcd any hu- 
man Seah. 

SiL. And truly new things nfter customary are more pleas- 
ant, O master. For certainly other strangers have not lately 
come to these caves. 

Uly8. Cyclops, hear too the strangers in their turn. 
We, desiring to meet with the purchase of food, came nigh 
thy caves from our ship. But this man sold and gave us 
lambs in I'eturn for a vessel of wine, having received it to 
drink, willing to us willing ; and none of these things was 
done by violence. But this man says nothing true in what 
he says, since he was caught scliing your goods without your 
knowledge. 

SiL. 1 1 A murrain on thee I 

Ults. If I speak falsely — 

SiL. By Neptune, who begat thee, O Cyclops, by the great 
Triton and Nereus, by Calypso and the daughters of Nereus, 
by the sacred waves and all the race of fishes,-' I swear, 
dearest one, O little Cyclops, O dear little master, that I never 

defend m/ytiivo, tliinking tliat tho brcDliing of doora (of. Ilor. Od. L 25, 
I B<jq. Theoorit. ii. 127) at tho housea of populur ladies ia faceliously 
ulluded to tiy SIlcDiia. 

" If this reading U correct, tho construction must be, wA^. iiijd. t. 
l/j^ IdovTOf {fciitrem nieum oomedontie) doira 8ep/i^ uif uyOpaxos 
[i//o<] T^i tpeavufu^, malting r^ Kpravo/u^ the dntivua coniinodi, (oC vs. 
34G, T^ 6e^,) and Bopplying some bucIi participle as Tzapaaneeaapiv^ 
with uir* uvBpOKo^. ThiB IB more clear than MattluK's explanation ; bub 
I I believe Dindorf is right ia considering it as a corrupt puasage, and 
I teading, partly with MoBgrave, partly with Dobree, Woirof SoIt' urep 

I .. ~<imi. The term Kpravo/unj onght oortainlj to bo applied to tho 

t, (Pollux rii. &,) not to the porHan eating. The Dnii:a angwen 
[ to that of the " diribitorao." (ApuL Met. ii. p. 133, ed. Ebii.) 
L " This BeeoiB almoet lite the origin of the phrase, " Guda and little 
l&beB." 
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poltl tliy goods to the Birangcrs. Or evilly may perish Ihesc 
evil children mine, whom I most love. 

Chor. Keep thyself quiet I I myself saw thee selling the 
goods to the stnmgera. And if I speak falsely, may my father 
perish, but do not wrong these strangers. 

Ctc. Te lie, I believe this man more than Ehadamanthus, 
and say that he is more just. Hut 1 wish to ask some quea- 
lions. From whence have you sailed, O sti'angers f Of what 
country are ye ? What city has trained you np t 
B, Ulys- We are of Ithaca by race; and departing from Troy, 
Bhiving sacked the city, we have been cast out, O Cyclops, by 
Hpe waves of the sea, and are come to thy land. 
■ Cxc. What, are ye they wlio went to the city of Troy, 
n^hboring on the Scamander, in a pursuit after the rape of 
worthless Helen 1 

Ur.YS. The same, having (oileil through the terrible trouble. 

Cyc. a base expedition, forsooth ; ye who for one woman's 
sake sailed away to the land of ibe Fhrygiaus. 

Ulys. It was the will of the deity j^'' charge none of mor- 
tals with it. But we implore 1 bee, O noble son of the marine 
God — and we speak like freemen — do not thou endure to slay 
frienda who have come to thy caves, and place an impious 
food in thy jaws; we who have enshrined^' thy sire, O king, 
to have the station of his temple in the recesses of the Gre- 
cian land. And the haven of Tamarus, an unviolated temple, 
awaits him ; and the extreme recesses of Malea, and the rock 
of Sunium, with its silver under it, preserved for Jove-bom 
id the retrcalH of Geriestus; hut we pardoned not 

the Phrygians the foul reproach of Greece. In which mat- 
thou also sharest, for thou dwellest in Grecian^ recesses 

leath ^tno, the lire-streamirg i-ock. But turn thou away 
to the consideration of human laws, [so as] to receive ship- 
wrecked suppliant mariners, and to b^tow gifts, and furnish 
raiment, and not that they, fixed upon bull-piercing spits, may 
fill thy belly and jowls. For enough has the land of IMam 

^'' BeoS ri n'puy/ia front the following alriH, must he nearly cqiiivateul 
^rtn Ocoi, in jEscb. Sept. a. Tli. 3. 
■* I rend liptm^ta8a, witli Stepli. Dobr. Dind. On the plocceliera 
mentioBei] sse Baroea aod Musgravc 

" Alluding by n prolcpab to Iha gubaeqnenl colonizolion of Iho 
Greeks in Sicily. 
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emptici] Greece, diiuking tbe blood of many dead, slain Ijy llie 
spear, and has destroyed widowed wivea, and childless gran- 
diuns, and hoary sires. But if thou, having burned these rel- 
ics, devour a bitter banquet, whither shall anyone turn? But 
be persuaded by me, O Cyclops ; relax the gluttony of thy jaw, 
and prefer piety to impiety ; tor to many has base gain brought 
punishment in exchange. 

Sii- I wish to give this advice. Leave not a morsel of this 
fiiUow's flesh ; but if thou eateat hia tongue, thou wilt become 
n most clever talker, O Cyclops. 

Cyc. Wealth, my little man, is the deity of the wise; tho 
rest is a mere brag and fine words. And I bid farewell to 
the sea-ahore promontories, on which my father is enshrined. 
Wby hast thou set these forward in thy epocch? Nor do 1 
dread the thunder-bolt of Jovo, stranger ; nor do I know 
tliat Jove is a more potent deity than myself, nor will J care 
[for him] in future ; and why I care not, hear. "Wbcn he 
pours down rain from above, I have a secure ahelter in this 
rock, feasting on eitlicr a roasted calf, or some savage beast, 
and well moistening my supine belly, drinking up a pitcher of 
milk, I smite the plain,^ making a noise in contest wilh the 
thunders of Jove. But when Tliracian Boreas pours fbrlli 
snow, clothing my body in skins of wild beasts, and kindling 
a fire, I care not for the snow. And the earth of necessity, 
whether ahe will or not, bringing forth grass, fattens my flocks, 
which I sacrifice to no one bub myself, and not to the Gods, 
und to this my belly, the greatest of Gods; for to drink and 
eat each day, and to give one's self no trouble, this ia [the God] 
Jove for wise men. But they who enacted laws, checkering 
the life of men, I bid to weep ; but I will not cease from in- 
dulging my spirit, and e.-kting up thee. And thou shalt re- 
ceive this hospitable gili, that I may be free from blame; tho 
fii-e, and this mine ancestral caldron, which bubbling shall 
pleasantly receive tliy tough^^ flesh. But go ye within, that, 
standing round the altar [prepnrcd] for the deity within the 
cave, ye may feast me. 

UiYS. Alas! From the labors of Troy, indeed, and of the 
seal have escaped, but now I have met with thedisj>osiiionand 
inhospitable heart of an impious man. Pallaa, 
" I read nfJop, with Mnsgr. Dind. 
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dnughter of Jove, now, now give me jour aid; for I I 
come to gi-caler toils and deptlia of danger thun at '] 
And thou, who dwelleat in the hsibitalion of the shining stars^ 
O Jove, the guardian of strangers, behold these things ; for 
if thou regardest them not, thou, O Jove, being naught, art 
vainly esteemed a God. 

Chor. Open the lips of thy wide jaiv, O Cyclops, since thoro 
19 ready for thee [meat] boiled, and roast, and from tlio conls, 
to devour, to grind, to mince the limbs of the strangers, cut up 
on dishes of shaggy hide. Do not, do not, I pray you, betray 
[me] alone; for [nie] alone hring^' a ship's hull. Adieu to this 
dwelling, nnd to the eacrifice which the godless^^ Cyclops of 
^tna possesses, rejoicing in the food of strangers' flesh. Cruel 
the daring ^vrclch, who saerifices the suppliant hearth-guests 
of his home, cutting, mincing, and feasting with acuursed 
teeth on the flesh of men warm from the coals.^ 

Ulys. O Jove, what shall I say 1 seeing dreadful things 
within the cave, and not to be beheved, Uke the tales, not the 
deeds of mortals. 

Chor- What is it, Ulyssce? has the most impious Cyclops 
been banqueting on thy dear companions? 

Ui.Ta. Ay, having looked at two of them, and weighed them 
in his hands, ^^ which had the best-fed thickness of flesh. 

Chok. How, O wretched one, did ye suffer these tilings? 

Ui.V9. After we entered into this rocky cave, be firat kin- 
dled a fire, casting fagols of the lofiy oak upon the wide 
hearth, sufficient weight for thi-co wagons to carry. He 
then spread his bed of boeuh leaves on the ground near the 
flame of the lire ; and filled a cup holding about ten gallons, 
pouring in the white milk, after having milked the heifers. 
And he set a cup formed of the ivy-tree, of the width of three 

" I am but ill Ealiaficil respecting Ihlapnsaaee- Mattliis regards the 

CTMcdin^ word« B3 Bpokon rcproaclifullj-, nnd vs. 801, os referring to 
■Jysses, not to tha Cyclops. Tlic aajing, /iovac — -aKa^, is by some re- 
garded aa Ai proverLial plirBBQ — " take care of yonrsalf alone." I most 
confess mj loabilitv to satisfy tbo leader in this tnatanoe. 

" dTro06fuac, uSeaCi "i^ Bvrrlai uizojSiJ/uat, al /i^ iv tbIc pu/ioi;, 
Heaych., evidently referring to this pasBage. since the adjective niny be 
referred either to tiiskui^ or 9vaia. VLtrnnx. 

" Utterly coi'rupt, ns le evident from tlia tamo repetitiona in vs. 3"0 
Eq. and the confusion of sense in MSu — cItt' uvdpaKUV, which oagUt lo 
be ilistlngniBheil, as in vs, S44 sqq., 3G8. 
" Tliis must be tbo meaning or " 







cubits, but the depth nppcared to be of four. Then be mnile 
the brazen caldron bubble wiili fire, and [he got ready] epila 
with the {loints burned with lire, and the other parts polish- 
ed with the bill, [fomiedj of boughs of the christ-tbom,^' and 
JEtnean vessels to receive ihe blood shed by the jaw of tbo 
axe. Hut when all tbiuga wer& ready for the God-detest- 
ed cook of Hades, baving seized on two men of my com- 
panions, lie slaughtered them in a certain order,^ one against 
the brazen-wrought hollow of the caldron!*, but eeiEtng tlic 
olher by the farthest tendon of hie fool, stnking indeed against 
the sharp nail-like point of a rocky stone, he caused lo flow 
the bnun ; and having seized upon the flesb with a savage 
knife, ho roasted it in the fire ; and put 8ome of the limbs 
into the caldron to boil. But I wretched, pouring forth 
tears from inine eyes, approached, and ministered to the Cy- 
clops, But the rest, like birdi<, kept crouched down in the 
recesses of the rock, and no blood wr.3 in their skin. But 
when. Bated with the food of my companions, he fell down, 
sending forth heavy breathings from bis jaws, some divine 
counsel innpired me. Having tilled l^Iaro's cup with pure 
wine, I bring it to him to drink,^^ speaking thus, " O Cyclops, 
8on of the ocean God, look at ihia, how divine a draught 
Greece obtains from tlie vine, Ihe juice of Hacchus." But be, 
being filled with his shameless repast, received it, and emptied 
it, drawing it in without fetching bis breath. '' And lifting 
np Itis hand, he commended [me] : " O dearest of strangers, & 
glorious eup for a glorious banquet dost thou give m.e," But 
when I perceived that Lo was delighted, I gave bim another 
cup, knowing that Ibc wine would do for bim, and that lie 
would soon pay the penalty. And then lie betook himself to 
ringing. But J, pouring out one cup after another, warmed 
"I read dfiETovy Tu?,?.a, traiiovpov (cf. intcrpp. on Tirg. EeL v. 89) 
I i^mSuv, with Seal, Dlnd. On v& S9G, cf. Curt, lii, 2, "lignum igne du- 
I ravcrant" So Virg. Mn. viL G24 ; xl S94; Ovitl, Met xii. 199. 

" ()iifl/i^ Tivi weireipreMes the cool deiiberstiunwitlivbich the Cy- 
clops prepared liis delieats banquet. With the dracription llint fiiltova 
"' 1 render vill dn well ta compara the parallel poaaageg in Homer, 
- 1 SSe eqij. ; Vli^. Ma. iii. 623 ec|q. ; <Jvid, UeL xir. 205 Bqq. 
" aftru ToiSe. L. Diodor^ referring JntTixuf t '" • ?■ 

' e. at a single draugliL Sea on Hor. Od. i. 36, 14. Pollui, 
iivari -aiveiv uiivartieiv, x°''^'' ■niveiv, and Ifi, o^ fiuyop Trjj" lii 
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hiB heart with drink. And he Bang all out of time close to 
my weeping fellow-sailors, and the cave echoed. But I, steal- 
ing out in silence, wish to preserve thee and me, if thou art 
willing. Say then, whether ye wish or do not wish to escape 
from tbit unsocial man, and to dwell in the home of Bacchus 
along with the Kaiad Nymphs? For thy fether within ap- 
proves of this; but^ he is weak, and canng for naught, through 
drink, he wavers, having his wing caught by the cup, as if by 
bird-lime. But do you (for joa are a sturdy youthj be saved 
along with me, and recover yoor old friend Bacchus, not like 
to the Cyclops. 

Chok. O dearest one, could we but see this day, escaping 
from the accursed person of tha Cyclops ; since for a long 
time we arc widowed as to our beloved wine,^^ not being 
able to escape from this man. 

Ulys. Hear then the revenge I plan against this wicked 
beast, and the escape from thy slavery. 

CuoB. Speak, for I should not hear more pleasantly the 
twang of the Asiatic lyre than that the Cyclops was undone. 

Ults. Delighted with this draught of Bacchus, he wishes 
to go to a revel with his hrothera. 

CtiOK. I understand. You think to slay or cast him down 
from a precipice, having seized on him alone with ropes. 

IlLva. Nothing of this kind; my device is a crafty one. 

Chob. How indeed? We have long since heard that thou 
art clever. 

Ui.Ys. I will keep'' him from this revel, saying, that it is 
not well to give this wine to the Cyclops, but to keep it to 
himself, and to pass hia life pleasantly. But when, overpowered 
by Bacchus, he sleeps, there is a certain bough of olive in tlie 
house, which having sharpened at the tip with this sword, I 
will put into the fire. And when I see it red hot, taking it 
up, and driving it hot into the central orb of the Cyclops, I 
will bum out his eye with the fire. And as a man, in fitting 
together a ship, drives round and round by the handle the 
'th its doubled thong?,^ so will I whirl round the 

" The force of tiSA.' lioflttic yap would be, " but [ha is of do use to 

bt a«1. for he is wryuk." etc 

* A duubla entenilre. See Haeg. " unakXd^u, Cabaub. Dinul 

* C£ Horn. 04 X. 884, ii£ (!■ fire ric Tpim-(i Jopu vifiov ivijp TpWTruiV. 
ii t' hiepHcv inroootlovatv IfuivTt 'K^ajtevot knaTipSi, tb ii rpixci 
tvi( altl. UusuiuvE. 



brand in ibe liglil-bciiring eye of tLe Cyclops, and dry up liia 

Chor. Ho '. lio ! I rejoiw, I am mad with thy contrivances. 
I » Ulys. And then having embarked thee, and thy jriends, and 
P.IIm old taan^^ in tbe lioUow bull of the dark ship, I will with 
a double tier of oais convey you from this loud. 

Cqor. Can I then, as if after a libation to a God,'" t^e 
bold also of the brand that bliods his eye ? For 1 wish to 
take part in this slaugbter. 

Ulxs- You must do 60 ; for the brand of whieii we have to 
take hold tt^etber, is great. 

Choie. I would niise it, were it a hundred wagon-loads in 
weight, if I could tear out, liko a swarm o£ wasps, the eye of 
tbe Cyclops about to perish. 

Ulys. Be Bilent then, for thou knowest well my Btratagem ; 
and when I bid, obey the prime mover of the scheme. For I 
will not alone bo saved, having left my dear friends who aro 
within. And yet I might ilj, since I have passed out of the 
cave's receSBi but it is not- just to be saved alone, deserting my 
friends with whom I came hither. 

Sum. Come! Who first? And who appointed after iho 
first, having laid fast hold of the handle of the brand, and 
driven it within the eyelids of the Cyclops, shall tear out his 
brilliant eye? 

Sem. Peace 1 peace ! and now drunk, singing an unpleasant 
tune, the unskilled songster is about to weep, coming out of 
the rocky dwelling. Come," let us with revels teach the un- 
taught [savage]. By all meane shall he soon be blind. 

CiiOR. Blest is he who revels liko a Bacchanal, ertended 
out for a revel through the pleasant streams of tbe grape, 
fondling in his arms a beloved youth, and on a coucb, per- 
fumed with ointment, handling the anointed auburn tresses 
of a delicate mistress, while he cries out, "AVhowill open lbs 
door for mo V'*^ 

" SilonaB. 

" A referenos to tlio brnnd dipped in the lustra.! water. Mattiiik 
" I eiiould prefer rcakiae a different division of tlieso lines, auigR- 
[ vns. 402, 49S, to one half of Lhe cliorus, and 494 to the other. 
" The probable commencement of a serenade. A specimen niU be 
fcfcund in TibulL i. 2, " Jnnna difficilis domini, to verberet iiuber, To 
^3evia imperio fnlmina inieaa petanL Janua jaia paleaa udi milii viota 
g|uerelia, neu fnrlim verso cardine aperta Eonos." 
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Cvc. Hah! hah] liali ! fiiU indeej [am I] with winci, and 
am pleased wiih the joy'^ of ihe banqueL Frciglited, like a 
bark of burden, up to ihe top deck of iny belly. But tho 
pleoBaut grass invites rac to the ravel in the Bpring-time, to 
my brotber Cyclojia. Bear me, O stranger, bear, and give me 
the wine-akin. 

CuOK. Looking pleasantly from bis eyes, pleasantly lie 
passes from iho house. * * Some one loves us. But a boslilo 
brand awaits thy person, and like a tender nymph in within 
the dewy cave.'" And not one tint of crowns shall shMlIy 
surround thy hcad.^^ 

Ui.18. Cyclops, listen ; for I am experienced in the 
which I gave thee to drink. 

Cyc. And what God is Bacchus held to bo ? 

Ulys. The greatest to men for delight of life. 

CtO. I therefore throw him up'* pleasantly. 

Ults. Such is the God ; he h urls none of mortals. 

Ctc. But how can a God rejoice at having his abode 
>kin1 

Ults. Wherever any one places him, there he is well suiteA- 

Cic. It behooves not the Gods to have a habitation in skins, 

Ults. But what matter, if it delight thee? Is the skin 
disagreeable to thee? 

Ctc. I hate the skin, but I lo-vo this cup. 

Ui.Yfi. Kemain then and drink, and please yourself, Cy- 

Cvc- Must I not share this drink with my brothers? 
Ulys. [No,] for by keeping it yoorseUi you will appear 
more honorable. 

Cyc. But more useful, by giving it to my fnends. 
Ults. A revel loves fisticuffs, and abusive strife. 
Cvc. Granted I am drunk. But no one on eai'th would 

Ulys. My good friend, it bclioovea one who has been drink- 

Ito remain at home. 
TC. A dolt is he, who having drunk, loves not reveling. 
[lys. But whoever being drunk remains at home, is wise, 
! 
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B(j3i7 Toluptatem significHt. qnffi a oonviviis cnpitar. Mawbi* 

■.A Borry heap of carruption. See Dinil. 

B Alluding to his burned nnd mauled appeaniace. 

wiii. "Ibetch him upi" 



Tiftt shall we do, O SUenuR? Do you think wo 

Ults. I thinli so ; for whut need ta there of fellow-w9s- 
Kilers, O Cyclops ? ^ 

Cxc. Ami Inily the ground of the flowery grass is covered 
■ h down, 
in- Ay, and 'tie delightful to drink in the warmth of the 
. tUt down then by me, resting thy side on the ground, 
Jtc See ! why indeed dosi Ihou set the cup behind me i 
SiL. Th&t no one ^ould come and lay hold of it. 
Ctc No, it 13 that you want lo drink by stealth. Set it 
n the midsL But do thou, O stranger, say by what name I 
it call thee. 

Ults. No-man. But obtaining what favor, shall I com- 
|l&cnd thee t 

Ctc. I will banquet on Thee the last of all thy companions. 
Ults. a pretty honor, indeed, thou granlest to a stranger, 
|0 Cyclop*. 

Cyc. Ho you ! what doest tliou ? art thou drinking Iho 
rine by stealth 1 
Sti- Not so, hut this [wine] kissed me, hecimi^c I look fnir. 
Cyc Thou shalt pay for it, kii«ing the wine tliut kisses not 

Sii- Yes, by Jovo, since it says that it loves me, being fair. 

Cyo. Pour forth, nnd give me only a full cup, 

Sii~ How is it mixed. Come, let me sec. 

Cyc. Perdition aeize you! give it here. 

Su.. Not, by Jove^ before I see you put on a crown, nad I 
aste it further. 

Cvc. My cup-bearer is a clieat. 

SiL. Ay, by Jove, the wine is sweet. But Ihoii ought^t 
» wipe thy mouih, that thou raayest receive it lo drink, 

Cyc. See ! my lips and beard are clean. 

Sii~ Place then your elbow gracefully, and then drink as 
ihou seest me drinking, or not." 

Cxc. Ah! ah! what wilt thou do? 

Sii.. I took a delightful draught without drawing breath. 

Cvc. Do thou, O stranger, taking it, yourself become my 
I cup-bearer. 

Ulys. [The juice of] the vine is [well] known to my hand. 
a. imiCBto roc, both Then I am Jriukipg, aud nhan not. 
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Crc. Come, pour it out tlien. 

Ur.vs. I pour it out ; ouly bo Bilent. 

Cic- Thou speatest of a difficult matter to liim who drinl 

Ui.YS. See ! taking it, driuk it up, and leave nothiii_ 
it behooves a person to take a draught and to die with Lis ci 

Cyc. Goda, wise indeed is the tree of the vine, 

XIlts. And if indeed you drink much, in nddition to t 
nbondant repast, having moistened your not-thirstiDg stoi 
thoawilt fall asleep. But if tliou leavcst aught, Bacchus will 
make thee dry. 

Ctc. Ho ! lio ! with what difficulty I have swum out — this 
is unmixed delight. But the heaven appears to me to be 
borne along mingled with the earth, and I perceive the throne 
of Jove and all the holy gloiy of the Gods. I will not kiss 
you — the Graces are tempting me. Having this Ganymede, 
cDough for me, I shall rest moat sweetly, by the Graces. ~ 
somehow I am more pleased with boys than women. 

SiL. For am I the Ganymede of Jove, O Cyclops! 

Cyc- Ay, by Jove, whom I carry off from Dardanus. 

Sii- I am undone, children; I slmll suffer wretched ilk. 

Chor. Dost blame thy lover, and wanton over him fallen, j 

Sii.. Alas! I soon shall see wine most bitter. 

Ulys- Come then, ye sons of Bacchus, noble children 
man indeed is within. But relaxed in sleep soon wi 
vomit forth lumps of flesh from liis shiimeless maw. And H 
brand sends forth smoke witliin the hall, and nothing 
to be got ready, but to bum out the Cyclops' eye. Take a 
then to act like a man. 

Choh. Wo will have a mind of rock and adamant. But fi 
into the house, before thy father suiicr aught unbcfieemin( 
Binee tilings here are ready for thee. 

Ulys. Vulcan, king of JEtna, release thyself at once from 
thino evil neighbor, having burned out his shining eye. And 
thou too, sleep, the nursling of black night, fall with thy full 
strength upon this God-detested brule, and do not, after the 
most glorious labors of Troy, destroy Ulysses himself, and his 
Bailors, at the hands of a. man who cares naught for Gods or 
mortals. Or it is necessary that one esteem fortune a deity, 
and the power of the Gods inferior to fortune. 

Cnoit. Firmly will a crab-like grapple seize the neck of the 
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fntfKT on strangers; for by fire he wiJl soon lose liia light- 
b«wiiig ejeg. AlreadT the fiTC-hnnlened brand, the mightj 
Itwich o( & tree,'<^ b hidden in the cinders. But go forlh, 
ilajo, let it maddened work revenge. Let it take out tbe 
CyeiofB' eje, that lo his coet be ma^ drink. And I deare to 
see bdo\-ed, ivy-loring Bacchus, quitting the solitude of the 
Cv<Jop^ Shall I then come to so great a thing ? 

I'lis. 'By the Gods! be silent, ye savages,'" keeping close 
jnor mouths. I can not allow one of you even to breathe, nor 
wink, nor coagb ; lest thia evil thii^ should wake — until that 
the sight of the Cyclops' eye be taken away by fire. 

Chob. L>^ us keep silence, snuffing the air in v/ith jour 
jaws. 

ITlts. Come then, and aaze the bmnd in your hands, going 
within. Far it is heated nicely red hot. 

CiiOK. You must then appoint those, 'whom it first behooves 
to lake the burned lever, and bum out the eye of the Cyclops, 
that we may share in one fortune. 

Sem. We indeed before the portals arc too far off to slunil 
and drive the fire into his eye. 

Sem. .\nd we have just become lame. 
EM. Ye have sufiered just the same thing with me ; for as 
;tood, our feet were convulsed, I know not liow. 

Sem. Ye were convnilsed aa ye stood ! 

Sem. Ay, and our eyes trom somewhere or other arc tilled 

th dust or ashes. 

Ults. These allies are worthless cowards, and naught. 

Chor. Because, forsooth, we have compassion for our back 
and spine, and because, being beaten, I do not wish to lose 
my teeth, this is cowardice? But I know a most excellent 
incantation of Orpheus, so that the brand of its own accord 
entering his skull, may bum the one-eyed son of eortb. 

Ulys. I have long since known that thou wert such by 
nature; and now I know it still better; I needs must then 
make use of mine own friends- But if thou hast no strength 
of hand, at least cheer [us] on, since we shall obtain courage 
by the cheers of you our frienils. 

CiiCui. I will do this. We will run a Cariaii'"' risk. And 

" ^pCf, nun ivlov Koi Seviptni, Hesycil 

"•' lleayeh. P'/pai ; Tnuf oarvpnyi. 

" M tie CeriBas were tho earli«st mercenary eoldiers. tlio cliorns fa- 
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US far as our encouragement goes, let the Cyi^lops liurn. 
hoi most nobly push on, hasten, bum out the eyelid of lb 
monster that feeds on sti-angers. Bum, O burn, O the ehej 
herd of ^tna. Drive, push, lest in hie pain he do you e 

Crc. Alas ! I am bumed to ashes as to my briglit e 
(from u-ilMn the cave.) 

Chob. Sweet is the pfean. Sing this to mo, O Cyclops. 
Cro. Alas! again, bow am I injured, boTv am I undonetj 
But ye shall not with impunity escape from out of this r 
ye men of naught ; for standing at the gates of this opeDiii| 
I will thus fix my hands, (he comes to the entrance.) 
^^^_£bob< Whcroforo dost thou cry out, O Cyclops 1 
^^^■Ctc. I am undone, 

^^^^^OB. Ay, thou Bppearest in base plight. 
^^^KIto. Ay, and wretched to boot. 

^^^TJhob. Drunk didst thotifall into the midst of the cinderefl 
Cyc. No-man^^ has ruined me. 
Cbob. Why, then, no man has harmed thee. 
Cto. No-man has blinded mine eye. 
Choe. Then thoa art not blind. 
Cyc. As would that you wora.^ 
CQOit. And how could No-man make thee blind'? 
Ore. Thou TOockest me. But where is No-man ? 
CaoR. Nowhere, Cyclops. 
Cyc. The stranger, that thou mayest rightly know, has d 
Btroyed me, the wicked rascal, who haying given me the oup^ 
overthrew me. 

Chor. For wine is terrible, and heavy to strive against. 
Ctg By the Gods, have they escapetl, or do they remai] 
within the house f 

laoR. They stand in silence, having the rock as a shade. \ 

. At which hand* 
Ihor. At thy right. 
iic. Where? 
Chos. Close by the rock. Hast thou got them? 



eetionstj say, thnt they run a Curlan risk, in 
foT thorn. See Musgmve. 

'" This pun upon oCrif ia Ilomerio. 

" So Barnes. DiDdoi'f tliinku the tvliole 1i 
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Evil indeed upon evil ! I liavc struck my skull and 
broken iL 

Chor. Ay, and they have escaped thee. 

Cyc. Not by this road ; where you said they were. 

CitOE. I say not by thia road. 

Cic, Where then * 

Cuoa They suirounil thee on your left hand. 

Cyc. Alaa '. I am laughed at ; ye mock me in my disB 

Chob. But no longer ; for this man stands before tbeo.:) 

Cvc. O thou m.oBt base one, where ever art tlioul 

Ulys. Far from thee I am keeping this body of Ulystwa 
under guard. 

Cyc. How sayest thou? changing thy name, dost thou 
mention n new one? 

Ulys. Ay, Ulysses, the OTie my father named me. But 
thou wast destined to pay a penalty for thy impious banquota; 
for in vain indeed I had burned iVoy, hail I not avenged cm 
tbee the slaughter of my comrades. 

Ctc. Alas! the old oracle Ja fulfilled. For it was said that 
I should obtain a blinded sight from thee on thy sailing fnHv 
'IVoy. But it also foretold that thou shouldst undergo pun' 
isbment for this, being tossed at sea for a long spaec of time. 

Ulys. I bid thee weep ! and I have done as I say. But I 
will go to the shore, and will launch the bark of my ship upoij 
the Sicilian Sea, and toward my country. 

Ctc. Not so ; since breaking off [a piece] of this rock, I 
will hurl it, and shatter thee, crew and all. And I will mount 
high up on the cliff, although being blind, moving on w>th mj 
foot through this cnmnied rock. 

Cmok. But we indeed, being the fellow-voyagers of Ulys- 
ses, will hereafter serve Baccbus. 
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PEESONS REPEESENTED. 

CHORUS OF TROJAN 

GUARDS. 
HECTOR. 
-fflNEAS. 
DOLON. 
MESSENGER. 
RHESUS. 
ULYSSES. 
DIOMEDE. 
MINERVA. 
PARIS. 
MUSE. 
CHARIOTEER OF RHESUS. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



The action of this piece takes place bjr night in the Trojan campi 
Rhesus, king of Thrace, comes to the assistance of Hector, and is con- 
fident of obtaining an immediate victory over the Greeks, who are sap 
posed to be on the point of leaving Troy. Bnt Dolon, who had gone 
forth as a spy, being intercepted, Ulysses and DiomeJe discover the 
Trojan pass-word, and, by the advice of Minerva, slay him. The Mose, 
his mother, appears, and her lamentations conclude the play. 
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CnoRus. 

Go to the tent of Hector, some sleepless hencliman of t1 
king, [to ioquire] whether he has received a report of n 
intelligence from the armed Eoldiers, who sit in watch o 
the whole army for the fourth part of the night. Uplift y 
head, resting on your elbow, relas the gorge n-looking seat off J 
thine eyelashes, quit tliy leaf-strcwa couch, Hector, for if 
is the time to hear. 

Hectok. Who 13 this? is it the voice of a friend? 
man? What is the watch-word ? Pronounce. What men b 
night approach my l>cd? Ton mo.^t speak out. 

Cuoii. The guards of the camp. 

Hec. Why art thou borne along in confusion ? 

CuoR. Be of good cheer. 

Hec. lam so. Is there some nightly ambuscado? 

Choii. Not yet. 

Hec. Why then dost thou, having quilted thy post, already 

' Snee the dnvs of Scaliger (Prolegg. in Manil. p. 6) nnd Petitna 



Beoli, (Diatr. in BheB,)and MntthiEC Dindorfi^ rather incliDcd to 
aider it asajuvenila work of our post's, on the authority of a Si^holiast 
in the Cod.Vot on va. BIS, nnd would asaifjn it tc Olymp 81, rankinfc 
it about fifteen yenrs older than the Alceatis. Ho ia'also disposed l6 
regard it bb a BMtyric dmma, or rather as a epecica of mixed domeetio 
drama, akin to the Aloestis and Heraclidffl (Annot p_ 6Q0 aqq.). Seblo- 
^el (Lect. 10) Jeares the question undecided, observing : "Illhe])iecs 
18 to be taken front Enripidos, I slionld be digposod to attribute it to 
■oma ecleotia imitator, hut one of the x^bool of Sophoek's rather tli 
that of Ean'pidea, and who liied only a little lutcr than both." 
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Btir the army, unless liaring some n _ 
thou not that we, armed cap-a-pie, i 
rest close to the Argive spear! 

CnoR. Arm thy band, go to the tents^ of your allies, O Hec- 
tor. Encourage them to wield the spear, wake them. Send 
friends to go to thy battnlion ; fit the horses to the harncEe. 
"Who will go to the son of Panthus,* or to the son of Europa,' 
the leader of the Lycian warriore 1 Where are the presidents 
of the sacrificesl and where the monarcha of the light-armed 
troops I" And ye ttow-bearera of the Phrygians, join your 
hom-lmund bows to the strings. 

HeC' Some things thou tellest terrible to hear; but in oth- 
ers thou givest good cheer, and nothing unmixed. But art 
thou terrified by the trembling seoui^ of Satumian Fan,'' imd 
having left thy station, puttcst the army in motion? What 
saycst thoul What news shall I say thou bearest? In hiiv- 
ing said many things, thou hi^t shown nothing clearly. 

Chor. The Argolic army has kept its beacon-fires lighted. 
Hector, through the whole night, and the stations of the ships 
are brilliant^ with torches, and all the army in tumult rush by 
night to the tent of Agamemnon, seeking EOmo new orders. 
For never before was tlie sbip-wafted armament so terrified. 
And suspecting the future, 1 have come as a messenger to 
thee, that thou mayest never speak any blame against me. 

HeC' Thou hast come In time, although annouucing a. fear ; 
for the men are about to bctnke themselves to flight firom Ibis 
land, by a nightly sailing, lying hid from mine eye ; and the 
beacon-lights by night are pleasing to me. O thou deily, who 
bust deprived me, a successful lion, of my banquet, before that I 
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' Pullux, L 10, 6, yv/ivi/Te;, Kov^, Ho^pni — i^tjjji, eftriovi/Tei, ).i$i>- 

'' Ail snddcn terrors were nttribatcd to tbe influeiiee of Pnn. On hit 
pareiitage it is observed by the Scho1. Theocrit. I. 133, tAv niiva td /lit 
UjlvclamK koI 'O&vaacu^, ij •Ep/ioi, fiX?ol Si Aii{ noi 'Kt^iiarolc, htpot 
Sk 'AiBcpoi Koi OlirstSo^, ^ Ni/pJitiiic, lyioi Se Oipavoi tal Tf,c. But Ilia 
Bcholiaet on this paaange in Cod. Vnt. HOB, quotes .£acby]uH as ui *a- 
thority for dislinguisliiiig betiveen Pnn the son of Jove, sod Pan the Mm 
of Satnrn. So atBoJonnrieB Lydiia de Menaibiia. 4, T4, (jnotwl by Dindorf. 
c, iiaiparijc. Etjin. Magn. Sea Miipgrnve. 
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bad utterly destroyed tlio wliole Lost of llio Ar^vps with thia J 
spear. For if the sliining beams of the sua hud not contract- J 
ed, I would not hare restrained my prospering spear, till Za 
had burned tfaeir ships, and made my way through the lentil 
slaying the Argives with this nmch-slaugbtering hand. And" 
I indeed was willing to hurl the spear by night, and use thi 
prospering course of fortune ; but the wise prophets, skilled ii 
things divine, persuaded me to awiut the light of day, am 
llicn not to leave a single Greek upon the land. But they 
wait not for the plans of my aoothsayere ; in darkness a 
away has mighty strength. But it behooves you with s 
haste to bear orders to the army to take their arms i 
and cease ftum sleep ; that some of the [enemyj leapi 
upon the ships, nay, wonnded in the back, stain the ladder 
with blood, and some, being caught and bound in fetiei-s, n 
learn to till the land of the Phrygians. 

Cuoit- Hector, thou art hastening, before thou learnest 
what is done ; for we do not clearly know whether the men 
are taking flight. 

IIec. But what reason is there for the army of the Argives 
to kindle beacon-lires? 

Chok. I know not ; but to my mind it is very sospicioos,^ 

Hec. Know that, this fearing, thou wonldst fear i 

Chok. Never before did the enemy kindle so great a lightj! 

Hec. Nor did they ever so basely fiiU in the fliglit t^^ 
battle. 

Chor. Thou didst achieve this ; therefore consider presenu 
matters. 

Hec. There is against foes a simple word, — " Arm hands."^ 

Chor. And truly hither com<;s .^neas, and witl 
haste of foot, having some new matter to inform his friends. I 

^SE\3. Hector, wherefore do the nightly guards tbrough,>J 
out tbe army, having come in terror to thy tents, hold c 
verse by night, and [why] is the army in disturbance? 

Hec- Attire thy body in armf, .^neas. 

.Mus, What is the matter 1 Is any secret stratagem of out 
enemies announced to be settled during night t 

Heo. The men are taking flight and embarking in thf 

JEs. What safe evidence of this canst thou allege? 
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HeC. Through all tbe night tfaey are bumiog beacoii? of 
fire J and Ihey seem to me not likely to remain (ill morning ; 
but having kindled torches upon their well-banked ehipa, they 
will in flight Bet sail homeward irom this kind. 

JE)n. But as being about to do what under these circum- 
stances dost thou arm thine Land? 

Uec. Ab they arc flying ard leaping upon their ships, I will 
restrain them with my »>pear, and will prees heavy upon them ; 
for it is base for us, and besides the baseness an evil, that, 
when the deity favors, we should without a battle let the en- 
emy escape, who have done many ills. 

.Xx. Would thou wert a man of good counsel, as [thon art 
good]" to use thino hand, liut the same ono of mortids is not 
bom to know all things, but one gift belongs lo one person, 
[another to another]; to Ibee, indeed, to fight ; but to others 
to take good counsel. Thou who forsooth, on hearing of the 
beacon-fires, wast elated with the idea that the Greeks were 
taking flight, and wast about to lead tbe army, having passed 
over the ditches during night. And yel, having once passed 
the hollow depth of the trenches, if you do not find the enemy 
flying fiMm the land, but facing tby spear, shouldst thou be 
conquered indeed, thou canst not return hither to the city ; for 
how wilt thou pass the palisades in the flight of battlsT and 
how again will the charioteers pass tbo bridges, unless Ihey 
break the axles of their chariots * But if victorious, you have 
the son of Feleus as an adversaiy, who will not allow thee lo 
hurl flames upon the ships, or to carry off the Greeks in the 
manner thou thinfcest. For he is a fierce man, ond towered 
up with holdnees. But let us suffer the army to sleep quiot t^ 
their shields after their toils jn war ; and to me it seems good 
to send a scout toward the enemy, whosoever shall bo willing) 
and if indeed they arc taking to flight, let us go and fall upon 
the army of the Argives ; bu t if these walch-firca are leading 
to any strolagem, let us, having learned the contrivances of 
the enemy from the scout, tnkc counsel. This is the opinion 
I have, O king, 

CuoB. This seems good [to us] ; this do thou, changing thy 
opinion, consider ; for I love not the strength of commandei'8 
that stumbles. For what is better tlian for a svAA scout to 
■ havoc, "with MnllhiK^, For the senlimeat tt. 
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go nigh the sliips, [to Roe] why in<:lpcd tlie flame ta being li_ 
ed up along the di-awn-up prows of the ships of the enemy? 

Hec. Yu prev^l ; since theeo matters pletisc atl. But go 
and arrange tliine allies; perhaps the army mny move, having 
heard the nightly advice. But I will sen<i a scout against the 
enemy. And if indeed wc learn any contrivance of the ei 
thou ehalt hear all, and present slialt learn the reaeon ; 
they go aivay setting off for a flight, do thou, awaiting tb< 
voice of the trumpet, tarry, ns I am about to; but I v " 
gle this night with the hulls of the ships against the host o 
the Argivcs. 

^Tn. Send with all haste ; foi' now thou thinliest t 
And thou shall see me doing bravely with thee, when there it 
a need. 

Hec. Who then of the Trojans, who are present at t 
conference, ia willing to go as a scout to Ihe ships of tlie A 
gives ? Who will be a benefactor of this land 1 who b( ' 
willjl I can not assist in all things my ancestrid city and a 
allies. 

DoLON. I am willing, running this hazard for the countryr^ 
to go as a scout to the ships of the Argives ; and 1 i '" 
back, haring learned all the plans of the Greeks. On Ihes 
terms I undertake this task. 

Hec. Dolon'" ib rightly named, and loves the city. 
• thou hast now rendered the house of your falher, before glor 
ous, twice again as glorious. 

DoL. I must therefore labor, and laboring, bear off a worlhy 
reward- For the gain that is added to every deed brings forth 
a double pleasure. 

Hec. Yea, and I say that this is just, and not otherwiaa 
But fix your reward, save only my royal power. 

DoL. I covet not thy troublesome power. 

Hec. But do thou, by marriage, become a kinsman of the 
sons of Priam. 

Dot.. I do not wish to marry out of families greater thai! 
myself. 

FIec. Gold ia at hand, if thou askest this as a reward. 

DoL. But I have it at home. I lack not means. 

Hec. What then dost thou desire of the things that Trc 
plains? 

" i. e. tUe crafty one 

, Vol- U.— O 




Doi- IVlien ihou liast conqaered tlio Greeks, promise me 
gifts. 
I IIec- I will give them ; but do thou ask aught, save the 
L [cuptivej geucrab of the ships. 

I DoL. Slay [them]. I do not ask for ttiine Iiands to be rc- 
' itr^ned from Mcnclaos- 

Hec. Thou dost not cravo of rac to reewve the son of 
(Kicus? 

Dou Useless for agriculture arc dclieatelj trained bands. 
Hkc. Whom then of the Greeks dost thou 'H-ish to possess 
I aliTC for thy reward? 

DoL. I have l)eforo slid, there ia gold in mhic bouse. 
IIec. And truly you yourself, being present, shall toko 
lioice of the spoils. 
Dot- Nail them upon the houses of the Gods. 
IIec. What greater reward wilt tliou ask me than these? 
DoL. The horsea of Achilles; for it behooves me to labor 
f for a worthy olyect, risking my life upon the dice of fortune. 
Hec. And truly thou art a rival to me of the horsea I love; 
for they, being bom immortal from immortals, bear the TaJifUit 
L son of Peleus. But the marine king Neptune, having broken 
I them in, bestows them on Peleus, as they say. But having 
L :«xcited thee [with hope], I will not deoeive thee ; but I will 
[ give to tbee the chariot of Achilles, a, most glorious possession 
"n thine house. " 

DoL. I commend [ihy M'ords] ; and having received them, 
1 say that I shall rei-eive the fairest gift of the Phrygians for 
my strong heart. But thou must not be envious; tbon hast 
ten thousand other tljings, in which thou wilt be delighted, 
being the best man of thia land. 

GuoB. Great is the peril ; and great arc the things thou 
. dost think to obtain. Blest indeed wilt thou be, having at- 
I laincd thine end ; and the labor is glorious ; and gi'cat it is to 
' be a kinsman of kings. May justice look down from heaven ; 
[ but mortal matters appear io thee to be perfect. 
I DoL. I will go then; hut having gone to my home and 
I hearth, I will becomingly fit my body with armor, and thence 
I I will direct ray foot to the ships of the Argives. 

CiiOR. Way whether thou -wilt have any other garb 
li this. 
JioL. Such as becomes the deed, and my stealthy ti 
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Chor. From a wise maa it iii! filling to lenrn eoTaQlha^M 
wise. Say whiit will be the ctiuipmenc for thy body. I 

Doi~ 1 will fit a wolf's skin arounil my back, and will 
place the wiiio mouth of the beast upon my head, and having 
Atted its fore feet to my hands, and limbs to limb?, I will imi- 
tate tlia four-fooled palh of a wolf," difficult to bo discover- 
ed by the enemy, approaching tlie Ircnclies and the bulwarks 
of the sliips. But when I IrtuJ the clear country with my 
feet, I will walk on two legs. Thus is the stratagem ar- 
ranged. ■ 

Cuoii. And well may the son of Maia, Hermes, tlic kis^l 
of cheaters, escort thco thither anil back again. But thou haJB 
the [fflsliion of the] deed ; thou needcat only be fortunate. I 

Dot.. I shall both bo preserved, acd having slain hitn, Iwill 
bring to thee the head of UlysBes; and having a clear evi- 
dence, tbou sholt suy that Dolon baa indeed gone to the shipa 
of the Greeks. Or p. will slay] the son of l^deus, nor with 
unstained hnnd will 1 return Iiomc, before thiit light visits the 
earth. 

Choh. O thou of Thymbra, and Uelos, and who dwellcst 
in the temple at Lycia, Apollo ; O tliou of a divine head, como 
bow in hand, come hy nighl, and he a preserving conductor 
to this man on his way, and aid the sons of Diu'danus; O 
thou all-potent, O thou that didst build the ancient walls of 
Tioy. And may he arrive at the ship-stations, and come ns 
a spy of the Grecian army; and may he again I'etum to the 
Trojan foundations of his father's house. Then may ho 
ascend the chariot of Phthian eteeds, having destroyed the 
Grecian valor of their Achaean master, [the steeds] which 
the deity of the sea gave to Pelcus, the sou of ,£acus; sincu 
be [Dolon] haa for bis house and country dared alone to go 
and spy the ship-stations. I ma,r\'el at his coDfagc Surely 
there is not a scarcity of the brave. When a city [like a sliip] 
is on the sea, without the sun, and is tossed about, there !<>, 
there is one brave among the Phrygians ; and there is bold- 
ness in war. He is on the side of the Mysians who despised 
our alliance. What man of the Greeks will the foot-traveling 
slaughterer wound in the lenta, having the four-footed imita- 

" VttlcltcHiicr is rot particularly pleased with 
At beat, it is inucb less enterlainins Ihnn Banfho Panza'. 
among the asses. See also Woodliuir's note. 
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tioD of a beast nlong the ground ? May he kill Menelaus, and 
ma; lie bring tlie bead of Aganiemnon, a luckless relation, 
having slain him, [and place] in the hands of Helen a eulgect 
for gronna, who against our state, who against the Trojan 
land, came, having nn armament of n thousand ships. 

Messenger. O king, may I hereafter be a messenger to mj 
masters of such things aa I now bear to tliee to leam. 

Hec. in tmth then? are many foolish things inherent in the 
minils of rustics ; ami you indeed seem to be come to IcU 
something about the good slate of the flocks to thy masters, 
at an untitling season. Dost thou nui know my house, or my 
father's throne, where it is thj duly to proclaim thy good for- 
tune in the flocks? 

Mess. We ore dmplc shepherds, I deny it not ; bat none 
the less I bear tbe good intelligence. 

Hec. Cease telling me the fortunes of the fold, [for] I have 
battle and strife in hand. 

Mess. Such matters, loo, have I come to relate. For a 
toan, commanding a force of ten Ihousund valiant soldiers, is 
trending hither as a friend to thee and an ally to this land. 

Hec. Having deserted the plain of what anceslnil land? 

Mess. Of Thrace; and ho is caUed [the son] of his father 
Strymon. 

IIec. Thou sayest that Rhesus has planted his foot on 
Troy. 

Mess. Thou bast hit it, nitd hast lightened me of twice as 
many words, 

Hec. And why is he making his way toward Ihe sacred 
grove of Ida, straying from the broad and level wagon track 1 

Mess. I know not accurately ; 3-et one may conjecture. For 
by night it is not a trifling thing to lead on an army, after 
hearing that the country is full of a hostile band. Aiid he 
caused a terror to us rustics, ivho on the Idaan height inhabit 
the original'^ dwelling, coming by night to the thicket haunted 
by wild beasts. For the Thracian army went along, flowing 
with a loud noise ; and, smitten with fear, we drove our flocks 
to the heights, lest any one of the Argives should come to 
pillage and plunder thy folds. Before, indeed, we beard in 

■ Referring to the fnhU l.liat. Ida wns 
I built on the pUin. ai'-rnpiiiiov ihvreforG 
lUlemcDt of ttia nborigiaal iuhnbitauti. 
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our ears a vo'km not Grecian, and ccnsetl from foar ; and going, 
I inquired of the van-guaifl of the king's army in a Thracian 
speech, who is tbe general, and aller whom named, who was 
going toward the city aa an ally to iho sons of Priam. And 
having heard all I desired to learn, I atood still ; and I beheld 
Bheaus, like some God, standing amid the Thracian chariot- 
steeds. And a golden ba]ance-l:)eam shut in the yoke-bearing 
neckof thosteede, whiter than snow. And a small shield with 
gold-wrought devices Bhone upon his shoulders, and a brazen 
Goi^on, as on the ffigis of the Goddess (Minerva), was bound 
to the foreheads of the liorscs, and with many bells sounded 
B fear. But Ihe number of the ariuy you could not put down 
by a calculation in pebblca, so immense was it to sec; many 
were the horsemen; many the ranks of small sbieid-bearers ; 
and many the bowmen with arrows; and a great multitude 
following without armor, having a Thracian dress. Such a 
man is present as an ally to Troy, whom neither flying, nor 
standing in battle, will the son of Pelcus be ahle to escape. 

CiiOK. Whenever the deities are well-disposed toward citi- 
eens, fortune glides downliill towai'd good. 

H£c. Many friends I shall find, since my spear is prosper- 
ous, and Jove is on our side. IBut I lack none of their sup- 
port, who labored not with us of old, when war, like a violent 
wind, shivered the sails of this land,'^ blowing stifily. But 
Uliesus has shown what manner of friend he was ; for he is 
come to the feast, not having been present with the hunters, 
when they took their prey, nor toiling [with them] in tho 
battle. 

CiiOR. Deservedly thou blaraest and art angry with thy 
friends ; but receive those who wish to benefit the city. 

Hec. We are sufiicjeiit, who have prescn-ed Troy of old. 

CiiOK. Art ibou confident that thou host already captured 
the foe? 

Hec. I am confident; the coming light of day shall make 
it manifest. 

Ctioa. Look to the future ; the deity overturus many 
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Hec. I hate to comi 
Mess. O king, it i 




late to the assistance of friends. 
un invidious thing to reject allien 



A very bold metiipliar. 
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[This mnn Ehesus] woulil cr\n?e Icrror lo llin enemy, merely 

Chok. Let liim then, siiicc h« has come, come not iia nn ally, 
btit as a slrangcr lo tlie talile of a host ; for gratitude toward 
him {torn the sons of l^am has perished. 

Hec. Thou (fo l!ie Chorus) dost adyiso well ; and thou (to 
lie Maxngrr) art a scout opportunely. But on account of 
the messengei^s words let Kheais with his golden armor bo 
pjKsect as on ally to this land. 

Chor. May Adraatefl, then, daughter of Jove, restrain envy 
from my lips ;" for 1 will speak as much as ia pleasant to my 
soul to utter. Thou art come, O eon of the river (Strymon), 
thou art come; thou hast drawn nigh to the Phrygian court, 
most welcome ; snce after u long season thy Pierian mother"' 
and the fiur-bridgcd river Strymon sends thee on, [Strymon,] 
who once in watery guise, eddying through the pure bosum 
of iho tuneful muse, b^at thy lovely form. Thou to me an 
appearing" Jovo art come, careering with thy swift^" steeds. 
Now, O connlry, O Phrygian realm, now, by the grace of 
God, mayest thou say that a Jove of deliverance is nigh. And 
shall micient Troy again nil day celebrate the quaffiug feast 
of love, with gongs, and witli contests of cups passing to tho 
right hand and leading astray through wine," the AtridfE 
tinving betaken themselves to Sparta hy sea from the Trojan 
beach? friend, mayest thou, having accomplished these 
things for mo with thine hand, and thy spear, return home. 
Come, appear, present thy all-golden shield beforo ttio face of 
[ho sou of PeleuE, raising it obliquely by the opening of thy 
chariot,-" goadiug on thy horses, and brajidishing thy twofidd 



of tho giant Gram in Sbxo Gmni- 



" Vater conipHres AriatiiL vol. i. 

i^ivai iwvov. See the deKeriptioc 
matious, BisL Dan. i. p. G eq. 

" i. 0. prevent ray \iEteniig any Eliing Uint may cxcito envy, 'while 1 
BTilaroB on tlie praises of Rfaestta and my confidence in his powerful aid. 
Svu Mattli. 

" There la miicli doobt nhicli of tlia Muses bad this hanor. See 
Vatcr in I'rolegg. p. 27 (npnd Dind.}. 

" C( VH. 870, l'/£i, ^vj/Bi. 

" Not " dappled," for from vs. 304, it nppenra that they were whiteL 
I'fRead m>liaiai, "white," IJ. B.] 

" TOlr Siii TOi oimni napa)-oi!oaif tbv roLv. Scnot. 

" wapa T^v axiOT^ airift jieui^pciav. Striioi- The opening in tho 
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dai-t. For no one, having witbetood thee, will ever [again] 
dance on the levd sward siicred to the Argive Juno;^! but 
this land will beat him a most pleasant burdeD, perishing by 
a Thntcian death, lo! lo! mighty king, O Thi-ace, that 
hast nurtured for thy ruler a [lion's] cub fair to behold, lie- 
gard the gold-armed might of his frame, and hear the proud 
rattling of bells tinkling from the handles of his shield. A 
God, O Troy, a God; Mars himself, the Strymoninu foal of 
the tuneful Muse breathes down on thee. 

EiiE. Hail! thou good son of a good sire, ruler of this land, 
Ileclor ; I accost thee after a long season. And I rejoice that 
thou art prospering, and siltest at the towers of the enemy; 
and I am come to aid in overturning their walla and burning 
the hulls of their Bhips. 

IIec. Son of a tuneful mother, one of the Muses, and of the 
Thracian river Strymon, I ever love to speak the truth, and 
am not by nature a double-meaning man. Long, long ance 
it behooved thee to come and toil with this land, and not, as far 
as thou wast concerned, to leave Troy to fall by the spear of 
Argive enemies. For thou canst not say that, because thou 
wast uncalled, thou didst neither come, nor help, nor draw 
nigh to your friends. For what herald or senate of the Phryg- 
ians did not come and request thee to aid our cily? And 
what ornament of gifts did we not sendl But thou, being a 
native and a barbarian, hast, as far as thou wast concerned, 
by a pledge-cup betrayed us barbarians to the Greeks, And 
yet with this hand I made thee ji mighty king of the lliracians 
instead of a small principality ; when, around the Fangsan 
[hills] and the territory of the Pseonians, falling face to face 
upon the bravest of the Thrncians, I broke through their small 
shields, and having enslaved the people, bestowed them on 
thee. Yet thou, having spurned the great favor of these 
tilings, comest late to iud thy friends in trouble. But they 

sliuriot, bj wiiiuli tlic warrior mounted, ia meant. Woodliull bu be- 
pressed the geaeral bgum thus: 

" Befora him wave thy goUan shield 
Obliquely roiaod, tbat meteor of tho field. 
Vault from thy chai'iot with iiurival'd might 
And bcBndish ivitli ooch alcxterous hand a lance." 
" On Juuo OS the patroness of Argoa, the reader may compare V 
Ma. L S8. Siliui^ L 25. Apul. Met vi. p. 45S. 
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relations to up, being long eincc present, some, 
■ing iallen, lie in lieaped-up gritves, [a proof of] no smali 
fldcli^ to our city ; but otliers in nnns and by the liorse diar- 
iots abide, enduring the c!old blasts, and the thirsty beat of 
the God, not pledging each other on couches with frequeut 
dnnkingR^ of cup?, as diilat tbou. Thus I reproach and speek 
ato thee face to fuce, that thou mayest know that Hector is 
' "incere, 

ItiiE. Such too am I, cutting tlie straight path of di&- 
I am not by nature a man of duplicity. And I 
n away, bearing a deeper pang lit heart^'' than 
'jUiou, at being absent from this land. But in a neighboring 
land the Scythian people went to war with me as I was 
about to set out on a journey toward Troy ; and 1 came 
the shores of the Euxino Sea, hat'ing ferried over my 
Tliracian troops. There a blooty clot^' of Scythian blood 
was shed by my spear, and Thracian slaughter was mingled. 
'i an accident indeed hindered mo from reaching the Tro- 
plain, and coming na an ally to thee. But now thnt I 
I conquered them, taking their children as hostages, [and] 
ng ordained an annual tribute [for thcmj to bring to my 
bouse, I am come, having passed through the mouth of the 
I'ontus in shipa ; but, for the rest, passing on foot over the 
boundaries of the land; not, as" thou proudly vaunteat of my 
wassailings, nor resting in all-golden abodes, but sleepless in this 
clasped cloak I have known aod felt such ice-congealing blasts 
as come violently upon the Thracian Sea and the Pffionians. 
And I have come late indeed, but yet opportunely; for thou 
hast already been fighting for ten years, and haat accom- 
plished nothing ; but from day to day art hazarding the dice- 
throws of war against the Greeks. But for me one sun's 
light shall suffice to destroy their bulwarks, and fall upon their 
sbip-stations, and to slay the Greeks ; and on the nest [day] 
I will return home, having cut short thy labors. Anrl let 
none of you raise a shield with Lis hand i for 1 will restrain 



' On the o^c 
" Cf. jEscL. I 
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L 866, uTof W ifwop Bt/Hidv. Thencrit xx. 
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" I prefer VaCcr'a correctioo, aix ''( ""i 'with DindorE 
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the Greeks wlio vnunt greatly in [lie epcar, subduing 
although I have arrived lale, 

Ciioit. lo! lo! thou utterest pleasant things; thou art a 
frieod from Jove, only let the supreme Jove be willing to 
avert iineonquerablc envy at thy words. But the fleet of 
ships from Greece neither before, nor now, lias ever conveyed 
any man more mighty than thou. How, I pray, shall Achil- 
les, how shall Ajax be ahlc to endure thy spciir? I wish I 
could see this day, king, that thou mightest with the spear 
reap tho fruits of thy ro any-slaughtering hand. 

Hhe. I will make thee to do such things after my long ab- 
sence — but I speak it with Adraatia — and when we render 
this city free from the enemy, and thou obtainest the spoils, I 
am willing with thee to lend an army against the land of the 
Aleves; tind coming tlierc, to lay wasle the whole of Greece 
with the speur, that they in turn may learn how to sutler evilly. 

Hec. If, released from this present evil, I shall inhabit the 
city secure as before, in truth I shall acknowledge great groli- 
tude to the Gods. But in respect lo ArgoH, and tlic district 
of Greece, it ia not so easy to ravage it, as thou sayest. 

Rue. Do they not say tluit these who have come are the 
best of the Greeks? 

Hec. Ay, and I do not find fault with tbem ; but we have 
Eufliciently repelled them. 

Hue. Shall wc not, having sl&in these, have done the whole 
work'? 

Hec. Do not consider things far off, letting go what is near 
at hand. 

Bhe. It seems enough for thee to suffer, but not to do. 

Hec- For I, being heiij, rule u large dominion. But either 
on the left or the right wing, or among the allies in tlie mid- 
dle, thou mayest plant and post thy army with light shields. 

RiiE. Hector, I desire tu fight with the enemy alone; but 
if thou thinkeet it base not to join in burning the sterns of 
the ships, having labored during the long time already passed, 
place mc in front against Achilles and his army. 

Hec. It is not possible to place the hostile speai* against 
him. 

Rue. And yet there was a report that he sailed to Troy. 

Hec. He sailed, and is present ; but being full of wrath 
against the generals, he raises not his speur with thcni. 
02 



. WIm) then after liim is second in glory of tlic army? 
_ ■ Ajax and tbc son ol Tydeus seem to me to be naught 

inferior; but there is that most crafty rattler Ulygses, a man 
sufficiently bold in spirit, and who has most insulted this land- 
He, having come by nigbt into the shrine of Minerva, stole 
away the statue [of the Goddefs),^^ and carries it off to ibo 
ships of the Greeks. And then as a wanderer, having a heg- 
gnr'a garb,'-' bo entered the fortifications ; and invoked many 
evils upon the Aleves, being sent as a ^py over to Troy. And 
having slain the guards and keepers of the gates, he went ofi'; 
Init he is always found in nmbuscadcs, silting around the 
'i'liymhnean nitar near tlic city ; and we contend with a mis- 
cbicvoas plotter. 

Rbe. No man of high soul deigns to kill his enemy privily ; 
but going face to face. But for this fellow, who, thou say- 
cst, sits in nmbusb, and contrives devices, I, having taten him 
itlivc, will impale bis spine, and place him at the outlets of 
the gates, a banquet for winged vultures. For being a tbie^ 
and liaving pillaged the temples of the Gods, it behooves him 
to perish by this fate. 

Hec. Now indeed pitch your tents ; for it is nigbt. And 
I will show you a place wberc your army may pass tbe niglit 
apart from the ranks- And " Thicbus" is the watch-word, if 
there be any ixced ; remember, having heard it, and tell it to 
the Thraciim host. But it behooves you, going a little before 
the ranks, to keep guard on the alert, and to receive Dolon 
tbe spy of tbc ships. For truly, if indeed be is safe, he is al- 
ready appi'Oiiching the Trojan camp. 

CiiOR. Whose is the guard 1 "VVho takes my turn? Tho 
I first signs are setting, and the seven FJeiades-'^ are in tbe sky, 
I and the Eagle glides midway Ihrougb heaven. Awake 1 "Why 
do ye delayl awake from your beds to watch. See ye not 
the brilliancy of the moon 1 Mom, mom indeed is approach- 
ing, and bitber is one of the forerunning^^ stars. 

company wilh Diamede. Cf, Thg. jEn. ii. 164 Bqq. On tbe 
qnestion see Eleclr. 1264. Ipli. Taur. ST sqq. Ciilhmaeh. in 

L _ ■' Cf. Heoiib. 2S9, Olaff ipiiK' f,?Mct 'lAEou ^aTamOTror, Avax^aivif t" 
[ o/ioppo;, d/i/iuTUV t' u?to toroti UTai-ay/toi ei/v Karinra^ov yevnr; Ttiere 
' iKa poeticitl nnncliroiiism in the mcotioD oCLbeBecIrcumBtaQcct, as they 
took place after the death of Rliesus. 

" Cf. Iph. Anl. T Bqq. " I fead npoS/iofiuv, with Mii8i[r. rHad. 
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Skm. Who has been nppointcLl lo the first watch t 

Sem. Tliey say Corcebus, the son oi' ilj-^don. 

Sem. And who after hitu ? 

Sbm. The PffiOnian troop awalte up the Cilician. 

Sbm. But the Mysiana ub.^" 

Sem. Is it not then time for us to go and awalte up the I_ 
cians to the fifth watch, according to the falling of tlie lot? ' 

Chor, And truly I hear [how] the tuneful nightingale, 
Bli'oyer of her children, sJI^ near Slmois^' hymning, with a voice _ 
like a many-striiigeil lyre, the bloody carea of her bod. And 
still do the flocks lirowse on Ida : I hear the soand of a night- 
wandering pipe. But Bleep softens the seat of mine eyes ; 
for most sweetly does it come upon the eyes at dawn.^ 

Sem. Why does not the scout draw nigh, whom Hector 
otged on as n spy of the ships'? 

Sem. I fear, for he is a long time absent. 

Sem. But has he fallen in with a hidden ambushraentl 
tThis would perchance be fearful, f^' 

Sem. I proclmm that we rouse the Lycians to the fifth 
watch, according to the turn of their lot. {Exit CiiOKCS.) 
l^Enter Ulysses and Diomede.J 

Ulys. Diomede, didst thou not hear — or is it an empty 
noise that drops on my ears — a certain sound of arms? 

DiOM. No, but the iron traces hanging by the liorse-chariota 
rattle; and fear indeed possessed me, until I perceived that it 
was the clang of horse traces. 

TJlys. Beware, lest in the gloom you encounter the guards. 

UiOM. I will take care of this, making my way through 
darkness. 

Ulys. But if however thou shouldst stir [any onej, dost 
thou know the watch-word of tlio army ? 

» See DindopE 

■' I have foUovDil tLe Scholinst atx3 Hi^ath. Tlicro U no difllenlty 
*icept in the eovernmeut of Ii/idcvrof, wild wliitli tlic Scliohnst would 
understand i-rrL Dindorf denies this, mid joins ^/levu jcnimc, (cC Aimiit 
on Suph. (Ed. Tyr. S,) reading fic^onoibB — /icpipucr. Perhaps no alter- 
Btion whateveriH needed, if we translate ^/i. k. ^. "sitting on the blood- 
itained banks of Simoie." Cf. Virg. ^n. i. 104. 

" Cf. MoschuB ii., iyyCBi 6' l/d{ Tffvoc Cre yTiiiKtuv ii£?,ito; ffiefii- 
poiaiv i^eiuv. ^ 

** But tJ;^''''' i' ''"! ^vepflw, Eennann,wit!i the approbation of Dijd 
Aarl I am by no meani satis&ed. 








the watch-word, bcaiing 

TTlts. Ila! I perceive these tents deserted by the enemy. 

DiOM. And yet Dolon said ifiat these were the tents of 
Hector, ag^n^t whom this sword is drawn out. 

Ui.ra. Wliat con it be thea? Has the troop gone awayt 
■ Dtou. Perhaps in order to set up some deviee against us. 
I Ults. For Hector now ia bold, bold, since he is victorious. 

DioM. AVliat then sliall wc do, Ulysses? for we do not find 
tite man in his toit, but wc have failed of our expectations. 

tTtYs, Lcl OS go with nit haste nigh to the ship-Htationa ; 
for some one of the Gods who renders him fortunate, preaervea 
him; but we con not compel fortune. 

Diou. Slust we uot then go against ^neas, or Paris, tho 
most hateful of the I'tirj-giaos, and behead Ibem with the 

Ults. And how, searcliing amid the gloom llirough the army 
the enemy, wilt thou be able to slay these without riski 
Diox. Yet it is luise at least to return to the ships of the 
'Aleves, having done no new deed iiguiiist the enemy. 

How hast thou done nothing? Do we not preserve 
these spoils, having alain Uolon, the spy of the ship-stations? 
Do you think to destroy the w hole army f Be persuaded ; let 
(13 return. And may fortune bo well- 

MtNERVA. (appcan'iy) Whither*" indeed do ye go from tho 
Trojan ranks, leaving [them J, being bitten at heurt, bei-iiiisc 
the deity grants not for you to slay Hector or Paris? And 
have ye not learned that a warrior ally. Rhesus, has come to 
Troy in no trivial guise T Whom, if he Uves out this night till 
dawn, the spear of neither Achilles nor Ajai will restrain from 
riivaging all the ship-stations of the Argives, having under- 
mined their walls, and made a wide passage through the gates 
with his spear. Him having sJain, thou wilt possess nil. Bnt 
let alone the tents of Hector, and the cutting off of his head j 
for death will befall him at another's hand. 

Ulys. Minerva, my mistress, for I perceived the accus- 
tomed sound of thy voice; for being present in my toils, thoa 
ever iiidest me. But tell us where is the man resting, and 
wherein the barbarian army is he stationed? 

311 is, noi li/) X'-'l' T/j. Ik rdi. Aiir, aur 
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MiN. Here he rests near at hand, and ia not mingled with 
tlie army; but Hector has given him a. reating-place without 
the ranka, until the night shall be changed into day. And 
cloK by, his white steeds ore fastened to the Thracian chariot, 
conspiuuoua in the gloom ; and they Bhine like the wing of a 
river swan. Having slain their master, bear these away to 
your house, a most glorious spoil ; for there is no place where 
the earth contains such a yoke of steeds. 

Ults. Diomede, do you either play the Thracian people; 
or let me do so, and be it thy task to take care of the steeds. 

DiOM. I will slay him, and thou shalt subdue the steeds ; 
fortboit art skillful in clever trieks, and wise to think ; and it 
behooves one to place a man where he can be of most avail. 

MiN. And truly I see coming hither toward us Alexander, 
having heard from some scout an uueerlain report about the 
enemy having arrived. 

DiOM. Goes he alone, or with others T 

MiN. Alone, and, as it seems, he is going to the tents of 
Hector, to announce that spies over the army are come. 

DiOM. Must not this man die, then? 

Mm, Thou canst not do more than fate; and it is not law- 
ful for this man to die by thine hand, liut hasle against him 
to whom thou bearest fatal slaughter. And I, seeming, as 
his ally, Venus, to stand by this man in trouble, will give an- 
swers to your enemy with insincere words. And this indeed 
I have spoken; but he, whom it behooves to suffer, neither 
knows nor has heard my woi*ds, although near. 

Paris. Thee, Hector, I address, the general, and my broth- 
er. Art thou asleep? Is it not thy duty to be awake? Since 
an enemy draws nigh to our army, either thieves or spies. 

Mis. Be of good cheer; I, benignant Venus, guard ihee; 
and thy war is a care to me, nor do I foi^et the honor [I re- 
ceived from thee], and I commend thee, having been treated 
well at thine hands. And now J am come to the prosperous 
Trojan array, escorting a man, who is a great friend to thee, 
the Thracian son of the poetic Goddess Muse, and he is called 
[the son] of his father Strymon. 

Par. Ever indeed art thou well-disposed toward the city 
and myself, and in thee I judge and say that 1 have procured 
for this city the greatest treasure in life. But I am come, 
not having distinctly heard; hut a certain report has fallen 
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uRMtg the pnards, ihat scouts are come from the Greeks. 
But he wh« knon-s ihem not, says so; and he, wlio saw tliem 
come, can act sit [tor ceriaio] ; on which account I have come 
lo the tents of Hector. 

Mix. Fear nothing ; there ia nothing new in the army, and 
Hector has gone away to arrange the Thracian ti'oops, 

Pak. Thoa inJeod perpuadest mo, and trusting to thy words, 
I, freed from apprehension, will go to guard uiy ranl^ 

Ills. Go ; for consider that all thine affairs are my charge, 
so as lo 9W my allies succe^nl; and thou too shall know my 
good-wilL (£JV( Paws.) But you I hid, my very hearty 
friend. O son of Laertes, to put up your sharpened swords. 
VoT the Thradan general lies [4lcad3, and his steeds are taken, 
and the enemy, having perceived it, are coming against you. 
But you must with all haste f\y lo the stations of llie ships, 
\V\ij do je delay to save your life from the descending bolt 
of the enemy? (Cuott. rv-enrers.) 

CiioK. Ua! ha! strike, strike, strike, strike; smite, emite; 
who is this man* Behold, I mean this one. The thieves, 
who in the gloom are ronsing this army. Hither, hither, 
every one. These I have, and these I have seized. What is 
Ihy speech 1 whence coracst thou? of what country'? 

Ults. It is not for thee to know ; for this day '^ shaft thou 
die, if thou doest [me] harm. 

Sem. Wilt thou not speak the watch-wont, before the spear 
passes through thy breast ? 

Ulys. Stop ;^ be of good cheer. 

ISem. Draw nigh. Strike, strike 
Seh. Didst thou then slay Rhesus? 
Ulys. No, [I slew] him who would have slain thee. 
Hem. Stop, every one. 
Ssjt. I will not tarry. 
Sem. Hal smite not a friendly man. 
Skm. What then is the wateli-word? 
ULYS. Phmbus! 
Sem. I take it. Bcstntin each man his spear. 
Sesi. Knowest thou whither the men have gonet 
Sex. I saw them hereubout. 

" Implying a llii'ijnl, as in Virg. ^n. iL 670, "nunquamoi 
moriemur iniillL" Cf. PInut, Cure. v. 3, 11. Ter. Andr. i. : 
" I read lax^, with Reiake. 
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Sesi. Go (saeh one ufter Llioir foolslep! 
raised. 

Sem. But it is dreadful to disturb 
of the night. 

Chor. What man has gone"? What [man], who, Laving 
escaped my hand, yaunls his great courage*? Where shall I 
meet with himt To whom gliull I liken himt who indeed 
has penetrated through the gloom with intrepid fool, und 
through the rankB and the stations of the guards. Was he a 
Thracian, or one inhabiting tbe sea-coast city of the Locri- 
ans? Or docs lie possess a wandering life on the islands' 
Who, whence was he? Of what counti'y? What supremo 
power of the Gods does he worship T 

Sem. Is this the deed of Ulysses, or of whom * 

Sem. Why not, if one may judge by previous ncta? 

Sem. What, dost thou think ro ? 

Sem. Why not, indeed? 

Seu. At least [he was] bold townrd us. 

Sem. Whose courage, [and] whom dost thou comroendf 

8eu. Ulysses. 

Sem. Do not praise the crafty spear of a thief. 

Cnoit. Ho came likewise before, having his eyes obscured,'^ 
arrayed in tattered garments, secretly armed with a sword in 
his garments. And craving sustenance, he wandered as some 
h^^r-slave, having his head close shorn and squalid with 
Jtlth. And as though an enemy to the general, ho uttered 
many evil imprecations against the 
May he perish, perish with all jut 
footprint on the land of the Phrygii 

Sem. Wliether it were Ulysses, o 

SCM, For Hector will find faull^ 
t&EM. Saying what? 
. Suspecting — 

. That we have done what? Wliy art thou afi-aidt 
. That he passed by 
. WTiat mani 
ISem. They who this n 
lygians. 



I 



royal house of the Atridie. 
tice, before be planta his 



r not, fear possesses roe. 
■^ with us guards. 



i into the army of 



i^?.Ov TTcr/iuv, alt fTtavBcl a^poi;. ScuuUAST. 
" Corroct Dindorf 'a typognipliicnl error to lil/i^m 




lEnter the Charioteee of KuESUS.] 
. Alas! alas! heavf mischance of fortune! 



Alw! 



^ 



alas! 

Chor. Ah 1 Be silent all. Sit down ; for perchance some 
one falls into the net. 

CiiAtt. Alas! alua! heavy calamity of the Tljradan allies. 

Chok- Groaning at what? 

CiiAii. Alas! alas! Wretched I, and thou too, king of the 
Tliracions, O thou who hast seen most hateful Tro^ ; what an 
end of life has seized thee! 

Chor. Who art thou of our allies ; amid the gloom our 
night is obscui-e, and I do not perceive you clearly. 

Char. Where shall I find some one of the IVojan chiefs ? 
Where then does Hector enjoy sleep under his shield? To 
which of the inspeclora of the army shall I malio it Itnown ? 
Alas! alas! what tilings have we suffered, what obscure deeds 
some one has done to us, and disappeared, having placed oa in 
a coil the manifest grief for the Thi'acinns! 

CooB. Some evil is like to have befallen the Tliracian army, 
as far as I learn by bearing from this man. 

Chak- Tbe army has perished, the king has perished by a 
stealthy blow. Alas! alas! wliat pain of a deadly wound 
within is wasting me. Would that I might perish ; for it 
was fated for me and Ghcsus lo die ingloriously, liaving come 
as allies to Troy- 

Chor. These ills lie shows forth not in riddles; for be clear- 
ly proclaims that our allies are undone. 

CtiAR. It is ill done, and Tiesides ill, most basely ; and in 
truth tJiia a twofold evil. For to die wilb glory, if one needs 
must die,I think is painful indeed lo the dying; for how notT 
But to Ihe living it is a pride and a fair renown for one's 
house. But we have perished witliout a plan or renown. 
Foi- when the hand of Hector had sent ns to rest, having 
given the pass-word, we slept lying on the ground, overcome 
with fatigue ; nor was the amty guarded by nightly watches, 
;por were our arms laid ready in the ranks, and tlie bells^" 
were not fastened to Ihe yokes of the horses, since our king 
Ifead heard that you were victorious, and silling down before 
"ic sterns of the ships; and wc had carelessly fallen asleep. 
" Sta Barnes. 



iriiiff liand. ox- ^^^ 
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But I, ceasing from sleep, was, through my s 
measuring out com for the horses with unsparing liaad, ex- 
pecting that I should yoke them for the morning's engagement. 
And I saw two men traversing around our army throngh the 
dense gloom ; but tvhcn 1 was on the move, they crouclicd 
down, and retired back. And I gave them warning not to 
approach the urmy, thinking that some thieves of our own 
aliiee were at hand. But tliey [answered] nothing ; nor do 
I know aught more; and I retired, and went to rest again, 
liut during my sleep, a certain Tision appeared to mc. For 
on the mares which I, standing by llhesus, was wont to tend 
and drive, I saw wolves jump on the stout backs of the ani- 
mals, and lashing with their tails the hair of the horse-litdes, 
tliey (the wolves) drove them (tlie horses) on ; who snorted, 
breathing wrath from their nostrils," and shook their munes 
with terror. And I was roused up, driving off the wild 
beasts from the steeds ; for night-ten'or excited jme]. And 
raising my head, I hear the groan of dying persons ; and a 
warm stream from the slaughter of my master besprinkles rao 
with the young blood of him as he lay dying sadly. And I 
leap up on my feet with my hand empty of a spear ; and, 09 
I seek and hunt after my sword, some strong man standing 
by strikes me under llio ribs; and I felt" I had received 
the deep furrow of a, wound. And I fall prostrate; but 
they, seizing the chariot and horses, turned away their feet 
in flight. Alas 1 alas ! pain wears me, and no longer can I 
wretched stand. And the calannity indeed I know by having 
seen it ; but in what manner they wlio are fallen have per- 
ished, I can not say, nor by whose hand. But yet I can con- 
jecture that we suffered these sad things at the hands of our 
friends. 

Chor. Thou charioteer of the Thracian who has fared thus 
ill, do not suspect that it was «ot the enemy who did these 
things. lint Hector himself, linving heard the calamity, is 
coming ; and, as it seems, grieves at your troubles. 

Hec. How, ye who have done nioi^t dreadful ills, did 
spies coming from the enemy thus shamefully escape your no- 

" Tho Vatican Scholiest explains ujipj^Mun (IiL "winilowa") by 
fnwTijpuii. Vttter romnrka, tliat daiiijioi ia applieil to the nostrils by a 
limilur metaphor, ' 

" Would not rrplv be mora correoir 



^ 
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ticc, and liow Ims Ihe nnny been deslroycd ; and yc neither re- 
pelled those eDtcring the tamp, nor going out ? Who but thy- 
self shall pay the penalty of tbis f For thee indeed I appoint- 
ed to be a watch over the army. But they are gone off im- 
gcathed, laughing heartily at the cowarjliee of the Plirj-gians 
and at me the general. Know then this well, and father Jovo 
ia my witnesB, that either the scourge or the death by behead- 
ing shall await thee, having done euch things os these; or 
think that Hector ia nothing and a coward: 

CiioiL AlasI alasl a great contest, thou city-ruling pow- 
er, then came to me, when I came to thee as messenger, that 
the army of the Argives had kindled fires around their Ehips ; 
for I have neither closed my sleepless eye, nor gone to sleep 
during the night; no, by the etreamfl of Simois. Be not 
thou wrath with me, O king, for I am guiltless of the whole 
matter. But if in time thou leamest auglit of ofiensc in 
deed or wonl, send me alive beneath the eoi-th; I ask no 
mercy, 

Chah, Why dost thoa threaten these men, and being a 
tarbarian, seek to deceive the senses of me a barbarian, 
weaving more words? Thou hast done this thing; wa 
would receive no other account, we who have suffered, and 
they who are wounded. There is a need, indeed, of a long 
and clever harangue, by which thou wilt persuade me that 
thou didst not slay my friends, being in love with the steeds, 
for the Bake of which thou miirderest thine allies, having en- 
joined them much to come. They came ; they are dead. 
With better seeming did Paris violate hospitality, than dost 
thou murder thine allies. For do not say that some one of 
the Argivea came and destroyed us ; for who, having passed 
by the detachments of the TYojans, could have come to us, so 
as to escape notice*? Thou and the Trojan army were sta- 
tioned before us, IVho then is wounded, who is dead of thy 
allies, when the enemy fame, as thou sayestf But both we 
ore wounded, and they, who liave sufiered worse, behold not 
the light of tlie sun. In a word, I lay no charge against any 
of the Greeks. For who of the enemies coming by night 
could have found out the tent of Rhesus, except some one of 

) Gods had informed his mnrderersi They did not even 

ow that he was come ; hut tbese matters thou bust contrived 
stratagem. 
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IIec. For iiU tlie lime the Gretion host hiia been in this 
land, we have made use of allies ; and I know I Lave not 
beard any complaint troia thorn ; and should we hcgin from 
theel Kever may such n love of steeds seize on me, bo as to 
lead me to murder friends. B'ut this Ulysses has done ; for 
what other maa of the Argivea could ever have done or plot- 
led it? But I dread him ; and something diaturhs my mind, 
lest he shall have met with Dolan, and slain Mm ; for having 
been already a long time absent, he does not appear. 

CtiAB. I know not this Ulyesea of whom thou speakest ; 
but we were stricken by no one of the enemy. 

Hec- Then think thou bo, ance it Bwms good to thee. 

Chab. O Innd of my country, would that I might die in 

Hec. Die not; for enough is the crowd of those who have 
died. 

Char. Whither then sliall I turn, bereft of my masterl 

IIeo. My liouse shall hide and heal thee. 

Char. And how shall the hands of the murderers care 
forme? 

Hec. This man will not cease repeating the same story. 

CiiAi^ May the doer perish ! lor my tongue tends not to- 
ward thee, as thou boastest, but justice knows. 

Hec. Take hold [of him], and lead him into my house; 
and take care that he has no cause of complaint. But it be- 
hooves you to go to those within the walU, to Priam and his 
elders, and command that they bury the dead at the turnings 
of the public ways. 

CuOK. Why does a changed power lead Troy back from its 
great good fortune to mourning^ What is it deeigningi Alas! 
nlas 1 oh I oh ! what deity above our heads, O king, is bearing 
funeral-wise in her arms a fresh corse? I dread as I behold 
this ill. 

MrsE. It ia for you to perceive, O Trojans; for I, being 
one of my sister Muses, having honor among the wise, am 
present, beholding this my dear son piteously dying at the 
bands of the enemy, whom crafty Ulysses having slain, shall 
in time hereafter pay the fit penalty. With a lament pro- 
ceeding from myself, I bewail thee, O child, thou grief to ihy 
mother, ^hat a journey didst thou make to Troy, ill-for- 
tuned and wretched, selling out in despite of myself, who re- 
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leil [lliy going], and of tliy sire wlio bogged tliee. Woe ia 
!, for thee, O dorlinp;, darling bead, my eiiild, tiliisl 
CiioH. As fiir OS beiits one, who not ebaring in Ihc &tttily, 
E with grief commiserate tiiy eon. 

McsE. Perish the grandson of Oencus,'^ and perish the son 
of Laertes, who has made mc childless of u most noble-born 
ofTspring ; and Helen, who left her home, and sailed away, 
having appi'oached a I'hrygian bed. Beneath Troy she de- 
stroyed thi« indeed fat Troy f,'^ dearest one, and emptied 
innumei'able cities of brave men. 

Ah ! much didst thou pain my soul, both living, and de- 
scending into Hades, thou son of i'hilaramon. For the insult 
which caused thee to stumble, and thy strife with the Muses, 
has made mc to bring forth this unhappy sod. For as I 
passed through the river stream, I approached the genial 
couch of Strymon ; when we Muses came to the golden-grain- 
ed crag of Fangteum, equipped with instruments for a mighty 
contest of melody with the too clever Thracian bard, and we 
deprived Thamyris'* of sight, who had mueh reviled our art. 
And when I brought thee forth, being ashamed of my sisters 
and mine own virginity, I sent thee to the eddies of thy 
watery sire; and Strymon gives thee not to a mortal hearth 
to educate, bnt to the fountain nymphs. There being most 
excellently brought up by the virgins, thou wast as the first 
of men, king over Thrace, my child. And I feared not that 
thon wouldst full, while marshaling blood-loving valor in 
defense of thy country-land j but I forbade thee over to ap- 
proach the city of Ti'oy, foreseeing thy fate ; but the embas- 
sies of Hector and innumerable meetings of old counselors 
persuaded thee to come and assist thy friends. And of all 
this death Minerva is the causa, and naught did^' Ulysses, nor 
the son of Tydcus, when they did this. Tliink not that this 
is unknown to me. And yet we sister Muses honor thy dty 

" Diooieile, Iho son of TydeuB. 

" An absurd anil hopeless interpolation. See Dindorf. 

■* "Of tlie punialiment of Tlii-DiyriB there are different neeonntB 
among tlio anciente; for Homer atatos that lie was blinded by Ui« 
MiiBOB. but the later poets feigned that he paid tlie penalty of liii of- 
fense in Hades. Plstfl. on the contrary, asserts tliat he chose the lifa 

a nightingale in the shndcB." Vater. 

" i. e. what they diJ wiia not l>y iheir own denign, but lij the aug- 
kgestien of the Qoddoss. 
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chiefly, and frequent thy land, and Orpheus, kinsman'*^ of this 
* unhappy youth, whom thou hast slain, showed forth the rites 
" of the hidden mysteries ; and Phoebus, and we his sisters, have 
trained up Musaeus, thy venerable citizen, and one above all 
advanced [in art]. Yet, as a rewaixi for these things, I mourn, 
holding my son in mine arms ; and I will charge no other 
contriver [than Minerva] with the blame.*' 

CnoR. In vain indeed has the Thracian charioteer*^ re- 
buked thee. Hector, as having plotted death against this man. 

Hec I knew this ; there was no need of seers to tell one 
that he had perished by the devices of Ulysses. But perceiv- 
ing the army of the Greeks stationed against my country, how 
could I hesitate to send heralds to my friends, to come and aid 
this landl I sent, and [he], as was due, came to toil with me. 
Yet 1 am in no wise happy at his death ; and now I am ready 
both to erect a tomb for him, and to burn with him the splen- 
dor often thousand robes; for having come as a friend, he has 
departed by an unlucky chance. 

Muse. He shall not go beneath the dark-vested plain of 
the earth, so earnestly will I beseech the nymph beneath, the 
daughter of the fruitful Goddess Ceres, to give up his soul. 
For she is a debtor to me, so as to wish to seem to honor the 
friends of Orpheus. And for mc, indeed, he will hereafter be 
as one dead, and not beholding the light ; for he will never 
come into the same place, nor see his mother's form; but hid- 
den in the caves of this silver-mined earth, he will lie as a 
man-daemon,'*^ beholding the light, like as the interpreter of 
Bacchus^^ inhabits the Pangaean rock, a venerable deity to 
those who arc wise. But I will bear with ease^^ the grief of 
the marine Goddess ; for it behooves him also to die, who is 

*• For Orpheus was the son of the sister of Rhesus' mother, i. e. of 
Calliope. Barnes. 

*' This is the right interpretation, established by Dindorf. The com- 
mentators usually understood "no other minstrel," as WoodhuU has 
rendered it. 

" So Dind. in Not. 

*• So Hesychius has ppoTodaifiiov, ijixiOeo^. Rhesus would be wor- 
shiped as a hero, perhaps as something greater, on account of his di- 
vine origin. 

*° Lycurgus is probably meant. See Musgrare. 

*^ (tgLov for paiov. Musgr. Dinp. The sense is: "I shall bear with 
ease the calamity of Thetis in losing her sou Achilles, since 1 have my- 
self suffered the same misfortune." 
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sprung from her. But first indeed we sisters will celebrate thee i 
with lamentations, and then hereafter with grief Achilles, thf M 
son of Thetis. Fallas, who slew thee, shall not deliver him ; 
such a dart does the quiver of Apollo preserve. O calamities 
of child-bearing, labors of mortals, since, whoever does not cor- 
rectly sum you up will live childless, and will not beget chil- 
dren and bury them.^^ 

Chor. He then is now the care of his mother to inter; but 
if, Hector, thou desirest to do any of the matters placed before 
thee, there is the power ; for the light of day dawns. 

Hec. Go, and command our allies to be quickly armed, har- 
ness the necks of the coupled steeds. But it behooves them, 
having fire-brands, to await the sound of the Tyrrhenian*^^ 
trumpet, since, having passed the army and fortresses of the 
Greeks, I have good hope that I shall hurl fire against their 
ships, and that the coming rays of the sun will bring the day 
of freedom to the Trojans. 

Chor. Obey the king; let us go forth, clad in arms, and 
let us proclaim these commands to our allies ; and perchance 
the deity who is on our side may grant victor}'. 

** " Qui V08 novitf sine liheriJt vivet, neque ut ii, guibns Hberi sunt, eos 
sepeliet, ov ddfei fere est quod felix eritf carens funere liberorwn,'* 

V^ATER. 

" C£ Lobeck on Soph. Aj- 1'^. 



THE END. 
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